pbs—$204, rent in arrears.

Lsop—$50, damages for illegal
reen appeared for Allsop and
Gibbs. 'His Honor nonsuited
B there was a question of title

prne —Rent, $60. Defendant
ervice. Judgment for plaine

|STERN NEWS.

LAIMS ON ENGLAND,

pton, one of the richest and
e merchants of Boston, . has

to Congress, -claiming. from
pernment for the destruction
Neva, by the pirate Alabawma,
1000.. The claim has already
ur Minister to Eogland and
1+ Upton, therefore, appeals to

te citizen, has no other means
ere is hardly a doubt that’

e Administration to peremps
from Great Britein the settle.
be Alabama and Shenandoah
h pirates. P

PN THE MEXICAN FRONTIER.

pndent gives' the full official

Republican prisoners cone« !
aximilian decree for the exe~

| ‘Weitzel, in' the pame of his

tested against this barborous

leneral Mejia résponded that.
0 which Americans had ‘no

, and that the execution ' of

be proceeded with.

/dispatch of the 18th inst:,
eridan, at New Orleans, dis«

8dge on his part of the fili-

on Bagdad, across the Rio
8 stated that his subordinate

D instracted to preserve strict

disbelieves the popular ace

“and considers it a sensation

DERESS HANGED.
20—Mrs, Martha Grinder,

8 hanged at Pittsburgh yes

d boldly and without any |
bn.  On the night before her
nfessed to poisoning. Mrs.
fiss Buchanan, but denied
tions against her. She dex

OF HANGING JEFF. DAVIS

pary 18.—The Kansas State
passed resolutions favoring
tion and hanging of Jeff
leaders equally guilty of

THE OUTBREAK ON THE RIO
- @RANDE.

dispatch says there
0 the effect that the ount-
Grande was precipitated
‘someé ‘understsnding had
ween ‘our Government and
lving a withdrawal of the
pd & quassi recognition of
8 raid was made, says the
any such result. :

NY ISSUES AN ORDER.

0. 16.—General Sweeney
an important order to the
pd, which will be sent to
88 by mail ; it is not made
understood, it calls for &
rganization, and promises
d of words.

VYES AN INFERNAL M ACHINE,

. 16.—The . Tribune’s spe-
ield, of California, received
urday, a small box which
ancisco last steamer. ' Not
rt be proceeded to open it
ation, which curiosity in<
ence of Judge Lake, who
 here.  Upon unscrewing’
n-inch, Judge Lake caught
tle copper wires, instantly ’
was an inferpal machine.
} were_suspended and the
thrown violently against
jereupon the torpedo exs’
all traces of its construes
bas greatly increas'd the
felt in certain circles in
owing frequency of these
nces. .

ANADIAN RECIPROCITY,

Japuary 16—Rumors are
arrangements have been
eontinuance ol the Reci«
March, for the ‘putpose
patare consideration.

E WEST INDIES.

ary 18—Advices from the
e bill abolishing the old
iaica, leaving all legislative
g of the English Crown,
| Parliament with closed
10, but requires the sanction
nment to become a law.
_Island Curacoa says exs
g, of Hayti, with his family
fved where he proposes to
ving been banished from
Jamaica. i G
N DOMINGO. ol
uary 19— The'' ;teamer
Lingston bro! '-dates to
I!?:tnd was ngg:et. The
‘ passed’ without any disx
} Committee totry polite -
confined at Morant, com~
' thé' '23d ‘ult:  Several
i 'brought ‘to Kiagston bly

s SR8 10 o ] Ll
BIBAEANA... ol 40

ngry ‘18— The. World's
ent says : Qur war steams
8, to - pursue the Ghilean
fittiog ‘out: in ithis..pert,
9ir appearance. Secre-
not reached Havana on

e o

1o support him in bis claim,
ake such action as will make ..

claims for injuries to our

January 20—A ‘Brownsville '’
between' Ganeral Weitzel and -
he Tmperial commander at'
Geperal Crawford, an Ames !
‘the Mexican Republicans, in

moras to be shet, in aceords

8¢ found in arms against his '

oce and hoped for salvation. .

0. 6.—The Woﬂd’s Wash«
is &

o
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@The Wiekly Briish Gulonist,

Tuesday, February 13, 1866
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY.

WEDNESDAY, February 7.

House met at 1:15 pm. Members present |

—Messrs. DeCosmos, M‘Clure, Tolmie,
‘Trimble, Dickson, Duncan, Dennes, Carswell,
Ash.

FINANCE.

The Speaker read a communieation from
His Excellency in reply to the resolution of
the House asking for financial returns. His
Excellency stated that said returns were in

course of preparation and would, when com- |

pleted, be laid before the House. .

STEAMER--8UBSIDY.
A message was received from His Excel-

lency requesting the House to appoint a |

Committee to wait upon him, and confer in
regard to the mail steam subgidy.

Mr. DeCosmos moved that the rules of the
House be suspended in order to take into
consideration His Excellency’s message
fortbwith. :

The rules were accordingly suspended,
and a committee appointed consisting of the

Speaker, Messrs. DeCosmos, Trimble,
‘Tolmie and Carswell, to wait upon His Ex-
cellency, .

On the return of the deputation the Hoase,
on motion of Mr. DeCosmos, resnlved itself
inlo an Executive session and sat with
closed doors. »

Dr. Powell here took his seat.

The reply of the House was conveyed to
the Executive by the Speaker, when the
doors. were again thrown open.

GOVERNOR'S MESSAGE.

The_Speaker read the following message
from His Excelleocy the Governor.
w7 it GOVERNMENT Housg,
V10TORIA, 20d February, 1866, ;
To the Honorable the Speaker and Members
of the Legislative Assembiy.
GeNTLEMEN—I have the honor to acknow-
edge the receipt of ‘a Resolution of the
egislative: /Assembly. dated 29th January,
1866—* That a copy of the sums granted and
the Resolutions passed in Committee of Supply
respecting the amalgamation of offices named
orintroduced into the Estimates be prepared
- and transmitted to the Execative.” ' I have
also to acknowledge the subseq:ent receipt of
the document above referred to, by the hands
of the’ Honorable the Speaker, on the 31st
Jabpuary. :
As regards those salaries and services
which have been estimated for and disallowed
by the Legislative Assembly, I have already
dispensed with the gervices of fourteen pub-~
lic officers paid from General Revenue, in-
cluding two stipendiary magistrates, and it

" will be a consideration for the Legislaive

Assembly to fix the amount of compensation
payable to those cfficers who have been hith-
erto borne on the fixed «siabiishments of
the Colony. /

While I fully concur in the propriety of
economy, both in the number and salaries of
public offices, I must point out the serious
evils which. may be expected to arise from
leaving the greater part of the public estab-
lishments to be provided for by annual vote.
Party spirit is apt to run high in small com-
munities, and questions respecting the ree
munération of public servants are occasion-
ally discussed rather with reference to personal
feelings, than to a calm consideration of the
real interests of the community.

Respectable officers cannot be obtained
without some reasonable assurance for the
permanence of their official incomes, and the
absence of such assurance must materially
impair the efficiency and respectability of
the public service, and thus injuriounsly affect
the public interests.

I think it highly injudicious to reduce the
salary of public offices so as to render it no
longer an object of ambition to men of ability
and respectable station to hold them, but
whatever be the rate of remuneration deemed
fitting by the Legislature, I think it absolutely
necessary for all’ purgoses of good govern-!
ment that the salaries should be permanently
granted. TR

I observe that the Legislative Assembly!
propoge to abolish- the offices - of Registrar
General and Assessor. The salaries of these
officers are secured by Acts of the Legislature

agsed after full deliberation. Whether the

gislature acted wisely in creating those
offices or assigniug to them the remunera-
tion which was" determined upon, it is not
necessary for me to inquire, but it appears to
be an obvious injustice to abolish offices ace
cepted on condition of their permanence,
without making Frovision for compensation
to the holders of them. Pending a repeal
of the Acts before adverted to, I apprehend
thgdsa}aliep fixed by law must continue to be
paid. ; ;

It is undoubtedly within the province, as
it ie the duty of the representatives of the
inbabitants of the Colony, to raise such an
amount of revenue and grant such supplies
a8 may be necessary to maintain the various
‘public establishments they may judge proper,
for the preservation of order, enforcéement of
the law, and other services required for the
welfare of the community ; buat I maust goard
myself from coneurring "in some of the re-
Quetions'which have been made on the estim-
ated establishments, wuich will I fear prove!
the reverse of being true economy, if they!
bave not more gerious results, i
- I caonot consistently with my duty to the
Crown and the people of this Colony r-irain

-from notieing important innovations v the!
.part of the Legislative Asgembly in conpec~
tion with these estimates. - - .

" T observe that the Legislative Assembly
have added a sum of about $77,000 and
various new offices to the estimates submitted
to them, thus (for IE}he first li:)ne) usurping
the fanctions, of cutive, by origigating;
nn&ﬂﬁm &‘zﬂhﬁéﬁ‘ém iture,,
and creating vew offices. - |

I cannot too distinctly and decidedly ex-'

ress-ujy’ dgsent fropi this course. i
£ mﬁ&%".’. of b(%ﬂlnmci:gifg and voting.
supplies for salaries and services cannot with
n?ety be’ gondeded’ 6" any dingle branch of

xisting Legilatu of (hid Colowy.
(3 30CH a conicéesion o Ty pary would be a
“itonl suiredder of all tbal 1t 6y day o
guard.’ Such 'a course is unkoown to the|
“eonstitation’ of Great Britaid, and is'in viols-
‘tion'iof ‘those important coostitutional rins |
giples:requiriog. a  striot separation ;of ibe|
I‘f ative from Kxecntive fuoctions. . . |
-70d2would ‘have been. glad to receive sug~|
gestions from the Assembly, and toteconsider |

belinm od Uiw evods sy to usi
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any case where there was an under-estimate
for salary or insufficient provision:-for a service -
had such been offered to me, but the action
taken by the Assembly to increase these
without reference to the Governor is altogether
pugatory, inasmuch as it is my daty to pro-
hibit - publio - servants ‘from receiving any
grants of money or increases of salary not
initiated or authorized by the Governor.

With the strongest Cesire consistent with
my duty to meet the viewsof the Assembly,
it is impossible for me to recoguize their
suthority in matters purely administrative.
The undivided responsibility of appointing
and retaining fit and proper persons to fill
the public offices of this colony devolves
upon the Governor subject to the approval
of Her Majesty, and it will therefore be my
daty to make those appointments.for which
I am wholly and: individually responsible
without reference to any indication as to
those officers who are expected to fill the
consolidated offices,

I can see nothing but eonfusion likely to

| result from encroachments whether they pro-

ceed from the Executive or Legislative
branch of the Government. The present is
a lime when the utmost harmony ot action is
required, and this can ocly be attained by a
strict observance of the line hetween the
fanctions of the Legislature and those of the
Executive Government.

Porice.—The provision ‘made for an In~

|| spector, one Sergeant, and five policemen for

the whole of this colony with & mixzed
European and American population of eight
thousand and ten thousand Indians is a vir-
tual abolition of the establishment for all
effective purposes. I have induced  the

. Superintendent and Inspector to retain their

offices for the present on the insufficient sals
aries voted for inferior offices, deeming this
course absolutely necessary for public safety.

Avuprror.—It is proposed to abolish the
office of Auditor and that the duties be
undertaken by the Clerk of the Legislative
Assembly. I am unable to accede to this
proposition. In doing so I should hand over
to the Legislative Assembly who are irre-
sponsible, an important branch of the Execus
tive for which I am responsible. The Audi~
tor holds his office under the Queen’s war-
rant, and however competent it may be to
the Assembly to disallow the very inade~

. quate salary attached to this office of high

trust, it is alike beyond the province of the
Assembly or any other anthority to deprive
him of that office or transfer .1t to arnother,
without Her Majesty’s concurrence.

Uxpaip MacisTRaTES.—The disallowance
of the amouaut for contingent allowances under
this head is an apparent economy which can~
not be carried out. It cannot be expected
that these gentlemen can or will incur an ac-
tual outlay in addition to giving their time
to the public service. I have now before me
legitimate démands for actual outlay under
this head, which I have neither means nor
authority to liquidate.

Coroner.—Finding it impossible for me
to combine the office of magistrate with that
of head of the police, I have transferred the
daties of Coroner to the paid magistrate of
Victoria, without fees; thereby effecting a
saviog, without impairing the efficiency of the
public service. Coroner’s fees and medical
fees together have increased from the sum of
$210 in the year 1862 to $946 in the year
1864, beiog the last year for which the ac~
counts are audited.

Inpian  Porice.—The reduction of the

olice force will iavolve that of the Indian
%olioe, which I contemplated to increase with
every prospect of public advantage, and the
important settlement of Nanaimo, with a pop-
ulation of 800 exelusive of Indians, will be
left without & peace officer of any kind.

Private SrcrerTarY,—The performance of
the duties devolving upon the Private Scere-
tary are essential to the efficient carrying on
of the public business.

Caier JusticE—The disallowance of the
unimportant sum of $750, inserted in the
Estimates as part payment of passage money
to His Honor the Chief Justice, is an unusunal
course.

I would point out, in conclusion, that mach
of the saving in the sums originally placed on
the Estimates has been effected by reducing
many itéms of indispensable expenditure
which neither I nor the Assembly can control.
The sums asked for in such cases were the
result of careful calculation based upon the
experience of previous years, and there is but
little doubt that the expenditure for the year
under such heads will be actually what was
placed on the Estimates, and-that therefore
no real saving can be reckoned on.

I have the honor to be,
Gentlemen,
Your most obdt. servant,
A. E. KeNNEDY,
* Governor.

The Speaker asked if the message should
be printed,

Mr. McClure said he would move that the
House go into committee at onee on the mes«
sage.

The Speaker—Oh no! it is out of order.—
Take time over it.

Mr. McClure moved that the rules be sus-
pended, and the House go into committee on
the message at once.

Mr. Duncan thought when a message of
such importance came down, an innovation
on the actions of this House, it was a duty
the members owed to their constituents that
it shounld be taken into consideration at.once.

M. Cochrane thought the reasoning of the
hon. gentleman ‘was most extraordinary, that
because an important message had' ‘beén '‘re-
ceived involving, as he said, aninnovation
on the actions of this House, they must
therefore rtnsh into it without consideration.

Dr. Ash moved that the message be printed
and come up at a fatare day foz considera~
tion,

Mr. DeCosmos agreed with' the motion of:
his hon. colleague. He had no objection to’
the document being printed, but there had
been an 1nfringement on the constitutional
rights of the House, and it was the duty of
the Honse ‘to-take‘the matter into their conw
eideration at one®.i: i

Mr. McClure said the custom of the As-
sembly in every colony when it was believed

the Kxecutive bad iufringed its rights, was |called,

to take the matter into immediate consider-
ation. This was due alike to the people and |
to the digaity of the Honse. Remarks were'
made in the Governor’s messsge that affected
the very existeace of a free Government, and
8t
pone. go_vital & guestion and dilly-dally dver

It a8, was fraquensly the custom in that Honse

with important.questions:-- Although: he de-
sired anp?mmd?:; discussion of ithe subjeet

it'did' not follow that an immediate jndgment
‘of the House should be obtaided. ~ ieq |

- There were, atrears due to the Baok of, $52.-

['850.000 were expeaded on ‘Gover smeot- House.
He wold guggest that' the fevene be Fdised|"

OLONIST.

Dr. Tolmie advoc
message of the Go
tee. He twitted J
duty they owed their conatituents, and thought
it was mare their duty in a matter of snch
importance to allow time for calm delibera-
tion. :
After a few words from Mr. DeCosmos and
Mr. McClure in reply to the objections raised,
Mr. Dennes seconded Mr. McClure’s motion,
which was put and carried. v
Ayes—Dickson, McClure, Trimble, De
Cosmos, Duncan, Carswell,
Noes—Cochrane, Powell, Tolmie, Ach,
Dr, Tolmie and Dr. Ash here left the
House-

reference of the

NANAIMO PETITION.

The Speaker read a communication [rom
the Hon. Colonial Secretary enclosing a peti-
tion received from Nanaimo, containing about
60 signatures, praying the House to recon-
sider its vote on the estimates in dispensing
with the stipendiary- magistrate and other
offices and amounts asked for. The petition
poisted out the importance of the town and
the duties the magistrate was called upon to
falfil.

The petition was laid on the table.

BILLS OF fALE AMENDMENT ACT. .

The Speaker read a communication from
the Legislative Council informing the House
that this bill was ordered to be read “this
day six monthe’ (laughter). ‘

Mr. DeCosmos gave notice that he should
move that the clerk supply the House. with
an exact copy of the bill sent up, so that “it|
might be tacked on to the bill of supply.

HARBOR ENCROACHMENTS,

Mr. Duaean introdaced his motion, of
which he bad given notice, that an address
be sent to His Excelleney desiring to be in«
formed by what authority encroachments
were permitted to be made by owners of water
frontage in this ecity. ~ He Bsaid this
was a most important matter, as in some
cases encroachments had been made to the
extent of 100 feet.

QUESTION OF PRIVILEGE.

Mr. Dennes rose to correct a statement
made in Saturday’s Chronicle. In the matter
of the Church Reserve Committee that paper
had made it appear that he asked to be re-
lieved on account of being professionally en~
gaged. Hedid not say so, it was for pro~
fessional considerations that he declined to
serve,

FINANCE,

Mr. Duncan gave notice of motion for the
appointment of a committee of three to en-
quire into the Expenditure of 1865.

UNION PETITION.

Mr. DeCosmos read and laid on the table
of the House a monster petition that he had
been requested to present praying the House
to take stepsto bring about an immediate
Union of the Colonies, It contaived about
1,000 signatuves, including the names of
merchants, traders and the principal inhabit~
ants of the city. The petition was unfolded
to enable the House to form some idea of its
length.

NEW BILLS,

Mr. Dennes gave notice that he would ou
Friday ask leave to introduce the following
bills “ An act to facilitate the recovery of
possession of tenemeants after the termination
of the tenency.” * For the better protection
of parties dealing with persons liable to the
Bankraptey Laws’’ and an act ** As 1o pri
soners in contempt.”

The motion was put and carried, Dr.
Powell voting contra.

SPRING RIDGE WATER WORKS.

Mr. DeCosmos presented a petition from
the shareholders ot this company, praying for
certain privileges as set forth in the public
notice given.

The -matter was referred to the committee
on bills.

"LIEN TO MECHANICS—FERRIES.

These bills were.read a third time and
passed.
WAY8 AND MEANS.

House went into Committee on Ways and
Means, Dr. Trimble in the chair,

Mr. DeCosmos gave 'an outline of the
action of the House on the estimates. The
House had been requested, he said, to vote
the Government estimates, amounting to
$93,375 for tixéd establishments ; the House
had voted $62,416, making a redustion of
$33,268, exclusive of Attorney . General’s
fees—several hundred dollars. Under, that
head was au-increase 'of the estimates for
education of $2310." Exclusive of establish
wents the sum required was $100,519. The
Assembly reduced that estimate $23,698
and added estimates thereon to the amount
of $63,375, making a total of estimates voted
by the House of Assembly under that head
of $139,647. The total estimates under both
heads sent down by the Government were
$193,895. The tots]l estim:tes as voted by
the Assembly was $202,063 ; the excess voted
over the Government estimates was conse»
quently $8,168. = The total reduction
made on the Government estimates wnder
both heads was $56,967, and when the Police
and Fire Departments were handed over to
the Corporation it would make an additional
reduction of several thousand dollars. The
increase by new estimates of the House on,
the Government Estimates was abont $66,000,
yet notwithstanding the total amount voted
by the Assembly only increased the Govern-
ment Estimates to the extent of $8,168 The!
sums originated by the Assembly were of a
reproductive character—for instance—schools§
$2,310, Vietoria Hospital $6,000, Repairing/
Lock-up at Nanaimo $100, Mails $14,100,
Roads and Bridges $40,600, Lighthouse
iboat Race Rocks $250, Flonr Mill bounty'
~$1,250, Victoria Fire Department $1 500—
“atd mostly spread over several years without
taxation:: In order to meet the amount voted;
it was incumbent on the . [Touse to find ways
and means, The Goveroment expected to
raise for ¢hé yéar a .reveane of $206,706: |

465, ‘and ‘the ‘total amount ' the :House was
{ on:cto make. gaod -was, $254,538,
, without Supplemental Estimates ( i%"' ! the
-amognt .dne: to the Bank  soma $40 0 ,0r

1

in .the following way : Port and barbo
$35:900 LiqUer DeLiser Santon s
licenses, $38,000% '« stage, $4,400; fines,
lorfeitures and fees of sourt, $15,0007; fees of
office, saqg 3 8ale of, Gow, nment property,
$300 ; ‘reimbursements, S'ig,285 ; making a
[‘total'of ‘$153785. "Added lé‘"_thﬂ,{}jﬁ%e’ od
arrears of Real, Estate Tax.to December 31,

i
deotal Iug eldod iove wo 2i %03 9 hacienaid |
goomsY 10} dneg & (vd10ed QL W f

ol i

or $60,000.

1865, estimated at mot less than $10,000, it

mor to a select commit- | Would - make-the total~ receipts of ‘the" year
gentlemep about “the, _;gdg‘ £ those heads, $163,785. By borrowing
. )

~to meet the balance for the con-

straction of roads, buildings, and the Gov~
ernor’s residence, it wonlu make $263,785 1o

more -than -balance the estimates. Mr. De-
Cosmas: subsequently added that the reduc-
tion of taxation under the scheme proposed
would .amount this year to about 55,000
(Hear, hear).

The following notice of motion was then
given by Mr. DeCosmos and laid ‘on the

| table :

Resolved—1. That the “ Real Estate Act,

| 1862,” be repealed, save asto all taxes due

previous to December, 31, 1865, under the
said act ; and that a_bill be recommended to
be brought in for the said purpose,

2. That the Annual Trades’ License of
$10 be reduced to $5 per annum.

3. That the “ Salaries Tax Act, 1865,” be
repealed, save as to all taxes due previous to
December 31, 1865, and that a bill be re-
commended to be brought in for the said
purpose.

4. That country retail liquor lcenses be-
tween the boundaries of Vietoria City and
Esquimalt Town be reduced to $50 per an-
nam ; and that a bill be recommended to
be brounght in for the said purpose.

5. That the sum of $100,000 be borrowed,
at not more than 12 per ceot. per annum ;
that the said loans be expended in meeting
the outlay for the purchase and improves
ment of the Governor’s Residence, and for
the construction of roads, bridges, and public
buildings named in the Estimates passed
by this [louse; and that a bill be recom-
mended to be brought in for the said purpose.

6. Thatit is expedient to contract a loan of
£50,000 at 6 per cent. interest, with 4 per
cent. sinking fund, payable in ‘20 years,
chargeable on the general revente ; that the
said loan be expended in paying off the
$100,000 :loan, and:the balance be appro-
priated for the construction; of roads ;and
other public works ag the Legislatare may
determine ; and that a bill be tecommended
to be brought in for the said purpose.

Mr. Duncano after expressing pleasure in
listening to the scheme for raising the reves
nue for the ,current .year laid down by the
hon. senior member for the city, said he
had a proposition of his own for raising reve.
nue, and for that purpose he had prepared a
bill, the object of which was to levy a tax
on imported packages. He bad dome this at
the urgent request of his constituents and he
might say the community. The majority of
the House he considered were pledged to the
theory of the'bill [No, no.] The machinery
would be simple, for it 25 cents were levied
on packages the officer in charge of permits
could collect the tax without eharge. It
would relieve the people from the undue prese
sure of real estate tax, trades licenses, salary
tax, and half of the liquor licenses. It wasa
broad principle that had been universally
discussed for years, and he believed it
to be a right one. '[is second ' reason was
that it was a more economical method
of raising taxzes.. And his third reason
was ‘that it would give an impulse to
our productiva capabilities and render us to
some extent independent of foreign producers.
Mr. Duocan then furnished the House with
statistics carefully compiled, showing the
total number of packages imported from
various countries, the aggregate of which, we
understood him to say, for the past year was
286,350, equivalent, at 25 cents per package,
to the sum of $71,587, which added to the
revenue from port and barbor dues and other
sources, would meet the requirements of the
country.

The bill was placed upon the table.

Mr, DeCosmos moved that a request be
forwarded direct to the Treasurer asking for
returns of arrears of Real hstate Tax, 1862.
He contended that the House had the au-
thority to do so, and read an extract from
May’s Parliamentary Practice in support of
his mation.

Dr. Dickson eoncurred, and also referred to
May in proot of the: power possessed by the
House.

Dr. Powell thought the case was similar
to one that previously occurred, when the
Surveyor General was asked for information
and it was declined on the ground of his be-
ing a member of the Upper House.

On motion of Mr. DeCosmos, the committee
rose and: reported ; progress, and on: the
Speaker; aseuming the chair he ruled that the
motion Was out of order, the proper way being
to send an address to the Governor.

@OVERNOR’S MESSAGE.

The House went into committee: on the
message from the Governor, Dr. Trimble in
the chaijr.

Mr. M‘Clore said he would introduce a
series of resolutions in order to open
the discussion, but ke did not expect they
would all pass. It was impossible just then
to produce all authorities that conld be
brought to bear on this subject, but if the cis-
cussion were postponed they might be pro-
duced. * The right to originate money votes
had been maintained by the Assembly in every
other colony which had a representative and
not a responsible government. The House
had now for the first time insisted on certain
offices being amalgamated, and he was only
sorry they did not do so in 1860. -He would
read the following reselutions ; i | '

That this House: having given 'its earnest
cousideration to His Excellency’s message
in reference to the action of the House on the
estimates is of opinion—

1.—That no compensation should be given
to those officials whose salaries: bave been
abolished by the House ; inasmuch as no
person accepling office in a new gouatry to

which respoosible’ government may at any |

time be granted, could, from the very nature
of things, €xpect that- permanen¢y, shoild be
a quality of any official appointment. So far
as those offices are coucersed which have
been created by acts of the Legislature, bills
are abodt td'be jntroduced for their-atiolition,
2. Thé- House'ie ready to admit, with''Hrh
Excellency,’ that pasty feeling' somstimeb
runs high in ‘smalio'¢ommunities;i bot: ét:is
algo of opinion that the same characteristie
is to be found in; large ones—in fact in;
communitieg Where (rgedom of opinion existe.
At the preﬁef?t tﬁ; i;owe_ve , in Vancouver
Island there'is really, in conzeo'tion with the
public’éxpenditare! Gut one party, and that
is the entireipublity Wrho demanWd/tkk @tmost
reduction in the éxp&ifses of the Gd¥qrnment,
With r?g@,m:; theyallusion in His Exgal
lency’s despatch to personal feeling eptering
into matters dffecfing, the public j tex gt the
House'bas o' kKnowledge of suchtizb‘ikngg", 0
at least its branch of the Goveromént'*" ' "
& M

,,,}f;_".

3. The fears entertsined by His Excel-
lency that the reduction in the public ex~
penditure made by the Assembly will be
detrimental to the publig interest are, in the
opinion of the House, groundiess, as such
reductions were only made after due and
careful consideration, and in accordance with
the “ well understood wishes of the people.”

4. His Excellency characterizes the action
of the Assembly in claiming the power to
origlqate and increase money grants as une
constitutional, and usurping the powers of
the Execative. The House is at a loss to
know by what authority His Excellency dis-
putes a right, and declares it to be unconstitu-
tional which bas been exercised in the North
American colonies and in various other
parts of Her Majesty’s colonial possessions.
Prior to the granting of responsible govern—
ment in Canada, Nova Scotia and New
Brunswick, the right to originate and increase
money grants was maintained and exercised
by the respective Assemblies, and was only
conceded to the Executive by express enacte
ment when the colonies had received respon-
sible government. In the Bermudas all bills
were required to be originated in the Asg-
sembly. - The House in justice to the people,
and 1o its owa self.respect, cannot allow its.
deliberate votes on money matters to bs
altered at will by the Execative, and in re-
viewing the manner in which various votes
of last year were applied, contrary to the
‘express stipulations of the Assembly,. the
House feels called upon to assert its control
over the public revenues and to maintain its
right to_originate and increase items of pub.
lic  expenditure. The House and not the
Execative is responsible to the people, and it
would be a most dangerous abandonment of
publio right on its part to relinquish its au-
thority over the public. expenditure to an
irresponsible branch of the Goyernment.

| 5. His Excellency states that the House
'has added to the estimates sent down by the

Executive the sum 'of $77.000. The es-
| timates transmitted to,

e Ilouse amounted
to $193,895 ; the total sum voted by the As~
sembly, including a loan of $45.500 for roads,
is $202,063, or $8,168—not 877,000—added
to the Executive’s estimates. His Exoellency.
has therefore been unwittingly led into an,
error.. The additions which the Assembiy.
made were/confined exclusively to necessary:
 public works, which the Executive had not*
iprovided for in the estimates, and were also’
made necessary on the grounds that the Ex-,
ecative had not applied the appropriations of .
last session for the important institutions of
public hospital and fire department as they
were voted by the House, leaving, therefore,
a large deficit to be made up by the As=
sembly.

6. The police estimate voted by the Houge
is considered ample, inasmuch as it is con~
templated, as His Excellency will perceive
by the “resolutions of ‘the House, to make
provision for manicipal government in various
parts of the colony. A sum of $500 hag
been voted for constables in outlying districts,
and it was deemed that the constable at
Nanaimo should be paid out of this amount
until the town of Nanaimo ¢hall have been
incorporated. ;

7. With regard to the office of auditor they
House cannot see on what grounds applica-
tion was made to the Crown by His Excele
lency to have the office a Crown appointment,
as the House last session refused to vote the
Executive estimate of $1940 for “auditor,” and
placed in its stead *‘ $1200 for auditing the
public acconnts.” The House maintains its
resolution of the present session.

8. The House would state in reference to
the amalgamation of the office, of coroner
and Stipendiary Magistrate of Victoria that
it has already decided against the amalgama-
tion of such offices on constitutional grounds.

9. The House feels with His Excellency
that it is of the utmost importance in the
present condition of the colony that the
greatest harmony should prevail between the
various departments of government, and it
sincerely hopes that tbe reductions in the
pablie expenditure made by the Assembly in
the estimates, in accordance with public de-
mands, will meet with his Excellency’s
sanction.

Dr. Helmcken =aid the resolutions had
been evidently prepared outside the House,
and he now understood the desire to go into
Committee at once. Some parties mnst have
had aceess to the despatch without leave, who
had no right to read them.

Mr. DeCosmos said he and his colleague
had read them with the Speaker’s sanction., -

Dr. Helmeken distinctly denied ever giviag
the authority. The hon, gentleman was:las
boring under a misapprehension,

Chairman—Order | order !

Mr. DeCosmos said that notwithstanding
the bon. Speaker’s .distinct denial, he again
agserted that a distivet authority was given,
and recalled the cireumstances under which
he had read the document.

Dr. Helmeken curtly maintained that he
did not give any authority to the hon. geng
tleman to peruse the despatch.

Mr. DeCosmos flatly asserted that leave
was given, and thought/his word was worth
as much as the-Speakér’s :any day of the
week'. ULy A axili - & dol :

Dr. Helmecken adhered to what he ‘had:
said, and insisted that the hon. gentleman
had -had access to ' the| ‘document without
his Jeave. 5 ' :

Mr. M‘Clare rose to a question of order
to enquire by wbat right the Speaker
opened despatches that no other member had
not an equal right to inspect before they came
before the House ! (Hear, bear). 163

Dr. Helmcken said the Speaker had alw
ways éxercised that right. ; .

Mr. . DeCosmos remarked that the Hon,
| Speaker whén askéd by him what the des-
patch contained said it was of no import~
ance and’' would keep. He now contended
that it was of such importance that no one
sbould have ‘been allowed to see it but himw
eelf. o5uisnpss o . T o) T 2t
oM. MfOlare wasisurprised at the quibble
{taised by the hon. senior member for Meth:
chosini./ A8/ to-‘the: resolutions in ' question
|tbey "were’nearly all writtenin the House, ’
Mr. Duncan thought that whether tha rd="

gl (isolutions’ ‘were prepared in ot out of ‘the.

{House they were yery hear, hear).
The guestion was w%gheg%oguﬁnme:m» wera-
created: for -the * pegple‘or the peoplé for
goverumefits.” He helicvad' '13’ m fpﬁ
sé“eé"fa."*‘th“'Ewwmﬁifw&%snmdv and if
lan z? eal was 'made to the people i would
'be fully® siistained. " He' thdught it better to-
adjourn till the next day.
Mr. Dennes seconded asmotion to rise and

report prograss, and. the House adjourned
t‘i’ﬁ?’p%tcﬁdw i .j




