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JHAPTER XVIL

Regularly every quarter there came
a“letter from Madame Monteleone.
The child, she said, had even saore
than her mother’s beauty, with all
the fire and spirit, all the pride and

hauteur of her ancient race.

Lord Lynne shrank selfishly from

seeing her. He did not care to re-

open the old wounds that had once

_smarted so acutély. He dreaded lest

the sight of the mother’s face in the
child should bring back the anguish

" ¢ had taken years. to deaden. So time
-joHed on; the Dowager Lady Liynne

died happy in believing her son to be
80. The golden-haired child grew up
into a sweet and lovely girl; yet no
word came to summon the eldest and
dearest child to her father’s home.
= * # * ® - »
For Madame Monteleone life seem-
ed renewed. Even as she had lived,
toped, and planned for Bianca, so she
now Mved and hoped for I_nez. The

same ambition was renewed, the same'

ideas were instilled into her mind.
She devoted herself to the child’s edu~

cation; she tried to make her all that

her mother had been; but no two
characters were ever more dissimilar
than that of the young mother and her
enly child. Bianca was gentle and
yielding, Inez was proud and unbend-
ing; as well try to move a rock as
persuade her to change when her
raind was once made up. Bianca had
heard with reverence of the glories
and honors of her race; Inez was
proud of them, but frankly told her
in her

opinion a little present comfort was

horrified grandmamma that

worth all the past grandeur put to-
gether.

Madame Monteleone had - managed
her own daughter admirably; but
Inez was. beyond her abilities. She
did not understand the child’s pas-
sidnate, ardent, artistic nature. She
was half frightened when the rich

musical voice sang of the hopes and

wishes already forming in her young
heart; she did not understand her.
She could not tell why Inez craved to
heéar something of her absent Eng-
lish father,- and looked wearied aml
melancholy when the poor lady spoke

of the Monteleones. Then began that
fatal system of narrow restraint that
ultimately helped Inez Lynne on to
a life of woe and misery.

“Something must be done at once,”
her guardian thought, “to control and
keép wii‘lﬁ proper bounds that wild,
impetuousg disposition.”

Unfortunately the wrong thing was
done. To all the young girl's longing,
eager questions of the world beyond
the bounds of Serranto, the lady turn-
ed a deaf ear. Like her mother, she
had no pleasures, no amusements.
¥er day was divided between dry,
monotonous duties and hard study;
Madame Monteleone seldom left her
home, and, the 'child was never allow-
ed to luge the boundary of the castle.
In vain she asked of the absent father
whose name she scarcely knew, by
madame’s wish she was called by her
own name of Monteleone, and it was
many years before she knéw that she
had any other. i

‘It was like old times\ at Serranto;
the only difference was that
Even the servants

every
one was older.
forgot at times, and called the young
lady “Bianca.”

Madame Monteleone never -once
thought that the life Inez led was
dull; Bianca had not found it so; she
had never complained; she had never
asked questions of the great unknown
world, nor seemed to long to join it.
She never tired of study as Imez did,
for that young lady, at times flung
down her books and passionately de-
clared that she would never read an-
ather line. ;

“l want to see men, and women,
and mhildren,” she cried one day to
her horrified listener. “I see no one but
you and the servants; I am tired of
you all, tired of my books and my
work. Let me see something fresh, or
T shall die.”

Then did poor Madame Monteleone
clasp her hands and mourn over the
degereracy of her daughter’s child.

* % * . r ] * »

The life that had contented Bianca
'Monteleone was  one
wearying round to her beautiful and
high-spirited daughter. Day by day
it ‘became less endurable, A new
knowledge was growing upon her, the
knowledge of her loveliness. Child
as l' was, she understood that the
face which smiled at her from the
depths ‘of the old mirrors was beauti-
ful beyond words. The bright dark
eycs that flashed there had & world of
strange meaning in' them.’
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Inez Lynne’s udent !muinstlon lod
her through all these scenes. Dream-
ing among the oranges and ‘myrtles,
she saw herself a queen among gay
and gallant ‘cavaliers, the queen of the
tournament, the belle of the ball, for
whose smiles and kind words
fought and struggled. The time must
come for her, as for all other girls,
when sweet love words = would be
whispered to her in the twilight, when
her smile would give rapture and her
frown  despair. ~All these pictures
she made for herself; and while the
sun was still golden in the sky, be-
fore the flowers and birds were quite
asleep, the sharp voice of old Cater-
ina would ‘be heard calling the young
gignora in; it was time to close the
house and go to rest.

After a few cold, formal words
with Madame Monteleone, the young
girl was-dismissed to her room.
Standing by the window, watching the
sun set and the moon rise over the
Andalusian’ hills, the broken rever-
ies were resumed. The dull, gloomy
castle ceased to exist for her; she
was in gay palaces and drilliant
rooms. Love and homage surround-
ed her; the bravest and noblest
sought her smiles.

From such glowing dreams the girl
awoke with a shudder to the cold,
stérn reality of her life. She lived
at last almest entirely in dreu.#nnd.
There all was fair and charming,
while the reality was dull and prosaic
beyond meéasure. It was easier for
that gifted, artistic, imljinnUVe be-
ing to make a world for hersélf and
live in it, than to school her proud
spirit to bear patiently the monotony
and gloom of her daily ljfe.

Many faults, many errors, must be
pardoned her; if there had been any
outlet for that ardent imagination,
the fate of Imez Lynme would have
been different. Properly trained and
educated, she would have made an art-
ist or an authoress. Her gquick, act-
ive, glowing fancy would have toundl
legitimate occupation; as it was, it
fed upon itself until the girl’s whole
life became one unreal dréam. Even
had she known the future that Mad-
ame Monteleone destined for hér, it
would have been better, but that lady,
frightened and rendered cautious by
her failure with Bianca, said nothing
to Inez of Madrid, the Court, or the
grand marriage she expected her to
make. “Let it come upon her-sudden-
ly,” she thought; “and she will all the
more probably comply with my
wishes.” 3

No word was said to Inez that gave
any prospect or hopes of brighter
days. “I shall live here,” she said to
herself, “until T am old and wrinkled
and cross as grandmamma. What
will my life have been?—how shall I
bear it through the long years?”’

Wildly enough she béat against the
bars, but all in vain. No bird in a
cage was ever more solitary or more
sad. -Where was the English father
of whom she heard eyer and anon
from the old servants a few myster-
ious words? Months ago, one day
When #he ‘had longed more than ever
tv luve Sprrnw. she went boldly to
Nadame lbntcleono, and asked where
her father was.
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German Girls Prefer
Strike Pay to Work.

ESSEN, May 8, A. P.—Thousands
of women and girls have been thrown
out of work due to the closing of
factories in the Ruhr as an outcome
of French and Belgian occupation,
but nevertheless domestics are as
difficult to acquire as in the cities of
the United States. This is largely due
to the fact that the women and girls
draw strike funds of one kind or an-
other, either from the municipalities
or from the Berlin government which
ushally amount to more than they
would receive for household services.

In many instances the women are
furnished lodging and food by the
authorities, and in. addition, as part
of the passive resistance program,
they get a weekly allowance of
marks as pin money. Near Essen an
old German barracks has been con-
verted into a sort of camp for unem-
pioyed women, and in this place alone
more than 400 women are quartered.

Germans say there was never a time
in recent years when servants were
80 scarce as to-day. The French and
Belgian officers’ families now in the
Ruhr and Rhineland have the greatest
difficulty in requisitioning .~ cooks,
maids and nurses, and often have to
'pay & premium to the German women
as an inducement to come and work
for-them.

Dog Acts as Mother
to Young Lion.

BERLIN, May 9 (A.P.)—Berlin’s
Zoo is probably more successful than
any other in the world ag a breed-
ing place for wild animals. - While it
lost many inhabitants during the
war, care was taken fo keep pairs,
and the cages are - gradually being
restocked with animals born in cap-
tivity.

Strange foster families arg’ de-

voloped by the keepers, who have
learned the difficulties of compelling
certain mothers to look after their
young under the wufinatural condi-
tions they face in captivity.
'’A few months ago, a fine lion cub
was entrusted to-a small black fe-
male dog. The Young lion is now
five “times as large as his foster
mother and is developing, a heavy
mane.  Still he is a8 docile as a pup-
py and ‘he and the liitle dog remain
on the best of terms and play about
together to. the great joy of visiting
children.

Unemployment in Berlin.

BERLIN, May 2--(A.P.)—Unem-
ployment’ is increasing in Berlin at
an alarming rate, and it is the sub-
ject of excited discussions in the City
Council.
of unemployed the end of April var-
ied from 90,000 to 200,000. Demands
are being made by labor leaders that

the “city restore pavements, improve |

public buildings and extend subways
to relieve the situation.
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Grey Ename Saucepan, enamel

. «.3%.

8 Inch Grey Enamel Rice Boiler, enamel cover, fits
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Children’s White Dresses,

aache. o, <.t .6¢c. to 25¢. Pieced Tin Dish
Tin Wash Bowls, 11 and 13 shape, retinned wir
inch, each .. .. .. ..17c. to 20c. .ea.ch..’........
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