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The Patriot says the Lib-
eral Provincial Government
had larger revenues annually
than the Conservatives. That
is very true; but they l?ad
$64,000 a year in taxation
while the Conservatives had
none, and notwithstanding
this they had annual deficits
twice as large as the Conser-
vatives. With all their rev-
enue, taxation and deficits,
the roads and public works
generally are much worse
under the Liberals than under
the Conservaives.
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The Patriot says, the Con
servatives had average de-
ficits of $23,000 for eight
years. That is nothing in
comparison to the Liberals,
who had average deficits of
$53.00 for seventeen years.
For fourteen of these years
they were collecting an an-
nual average of $64,000 in
taxes; but in the years the
Conservatives are alleged to
have had deficits they collect-
ed no taxes from the people
Makes all the difference in
the world does it not?

In his so-called manifesto,
Premier Haszard says a com-
mission has been appointed to
enquire into the educational
question and especially the
price of school books. This
is surely adding insult to in-
jury. Inthe session of 1907.
Mr Mathieson Leader of the
Opposition introduced a reso-
lution asking that a committee
be appointed to enquire into
these matters. On the
promise of the Leader of the
Government that the matter
woulid be taken up, the reso~
lution was withdrawn, Last
session, he asked for infor-
mation on the point and found
that the only thing done was
a report made by the Super-
intendent of education, justi-
fying the frequent changes of
school books, and stating,
that some other places paid
as high for their books as we
did. Thereupon, Mr. Math-
ieson again moved for a com
mittee on the question. The
Government immediately ad-
dopted the whole preamble
and incorporated a resolution
of their own, to appoint a
committee. They never ap-
pointed the committee until
the meeting of the Executive
at which the Legislature was
dissolved, three weeks ago.
In view of these facts does
anyone imagine the Govern
ment are sincere in this
matter > Mr. Haszard, is
trifling with the intelligence
of the electorate by such bare-
faced political hypocrisy.

At last, on the eve of the
election, the Leader of the
Provincial Government has
issued, what the Patriot calls
a manifesto. It certainly is
the most insignificant, feeble
mamby-pamby political do
cument that ever emenated
from the Leader of a political
party. It is a mere squeak.
It occupies what would make
about a column of the Patriot,
clear of the flaming headlines.
It embraces ten propositions,
of the most perfunctory na-
ture, feeble imitations of the
platform of the Leader of‘the
Opposition. The questions
mentioned are handled so
gingerly that one is tempted
to believe Mr. Haszard would
prefer to have left them
severely alone were he not
compelled, for shame saketo
say something. The Pre-
mier has nothing to say about
pressing for a return to us of
the cost of the P. E. [. Rail-
way. He has ncthing to say
about our right to an  eqniv
alent for the increased  subsi-
dies granted (o the larger
Provinces. He says nothing

about the non-fulfilment of
the terms of union respecting
winter communication ; noth-
ing about reform of our elect-
ion law ; nothing about im
provement in the keeping of
our public accounts ; nothing
about numerous other import-
ant matters treated in the
platform of the Leader of the
Opposition. As a matter of
fact, the document is much
more remarkable for what it

omits than for what it con-
tains. Were the Patriot's
scarehead lines not in evi-

dence, the precious ‘“‘mani
festo” would scarcely be
noticed by anyone. It is
verily a case of the mountain
in labor and bringing forth a
mouse.

A Bad Record.

In the consideration of
public questions up for dis-
cussion in the election cam-
paign now going on, our
readers should constantly bear
in mind that Provincial, and
not Dominion, politics is
under review, and the line of
cleavage between these two
should be kept clear and dis-
tinct. The all important
matter to which the electors
should give their candid and
honest consideration, is the
manner in which the present
Liberal Government of this
Province have conducted our
public business for the last
seventeen years and upwards.
How have they kept their
preelection pledges; how
have they lived up to their
preelection promises; how
have they husbanded our
resources; how have they
economised in the expendi-
ture of the people’s revenues ?
These are the questions of
vital and paramount import-
ance to the tax-payers of this
Province and upon these the
Government of the day
should be judged. The Gov-
ernment’s conduct, under
these heads, can be fairly
tested by examining their
record ; by viewing their per-
formances in the light of their
promises and by comparing
their accomplishments with
those of their predecessors in
office.

Were the Government de-
sirous of joining issue in this
manner of comparison, it
would not require much ar-
gument to prove them utterly
unworthy of the slightest
scintilla of public confidence.
But our Liberal friends take
particular pains to avoid all
reference to the record of the
Government of this Province
for the past seventeen years,
and devote all their energies
and exhaust all their ingenu-
ity to conceal that record from
public view, as far as possible.
The Leader of the Govern
ment, in his public utterances,
in the House and out ofit,
usually dwells on ancient his
tory, rather than the perform.
ances of the present Provin-
cial Government, and the
organ of the Government
dishes up Liberal sophistry
by the column in its endeavor
to divert public attention from
the real issues before the
electors of this Provinge,
Since our friends of the Gov-
ernment fight so shy of the

Liberal Provincial Govern
ments' record it becomes
necessary for us to throw

some light thereupan,

s

When the Liberals came in-
to power in 1891, they sucs
ceeded a Conservative Gov-
ernment that had held office
by twelve years. During
nine of these years, this Gov-
ernment had collected no di-
rect taxes from the peogle of
this Province, and altogether
had takep from the people
only 883,000 by way of taxa-
tion At the rate the previous
Davies Liberal Government
had taxed the people the re-
mission of taxation by the
Conservative Government had

saved to the taxpayers the

sum of $360,000. Notwithstand-
ing this saving to the people, the
debt of the Province when they
retired from office was only $128,-
000, in round figures. This cer-
tainly was an excellent record;
but our Liberal friends raised the
cry of Provincial debt, and blamed
the Conservatives for withdraw-
ing the sum of $200,000 from our
capital at Ottawa, This vener-
able chestnut has done duty for
the Liberals for the last twenty
years; but let us see what part
they themselves took in procur-
ing the withdrawal of this money.
When the bill empowering the
Government to withdraw $250,-
000 from Ottawa was passed in
the House of Assembly in 1888,
there was a large Liberal major-
ity in the Legislative Council
and when the bill came up for
consideration there, Hon Alex.
Laird moved an amendment that
the amount to be withdrawn
should not exceed $183,000.
Eight Liberals in the Council
voted for Mr. Laird’s amendment,
the three remaining members
voting against it. When the bill,
as amended came back to the
Assembly the amendment was
not accepted ; the bill in its origin-
al form was sent back to the
council and passed unanimously.
This information is found in the
Journals of the Legislative coun-
cil.

Now, if there was anything
wrong in the withdrawal of this
money" from Ottawa the above
evidence shows that the Liberals
must bear their share of the
blame. They were willing to
withdraw $183.000, and when
their amendment in this direction
was rejected, they could have
thrown out the bill ; but instead
of doing that they unanimously
passed it. The Government of
the day, although having power
tc withdraw $250,000, only took
$200,000, just $17,000 more
than the Liberals in the council
voted for. Surely that should
not constitute a serious wrong in
the estimation of the Liberals.
They simply have no case in the
matter. If the Conservative Gov-
ernment of that day, reduced our
snnusl subsidy, by this with-
drawal, to the extent of 810.000,
they likewise increased the sub-
sidy by $20,000 a year, so that
we are better off to the extent of
$10,000, through their exertions.
When we consider that some
Government had remitted to the
people $360,000 in taxation, we
must conclude that their record
was exceptional good,

We said above that when the
Liberals came into power in 1891,
the Provincial debt was $128,000.
But nearly $52.000 of this amount
was inherited from the Davies
Government, as per the statement
of Mr. Hyndman, auditor of that
Government, found in appendix N
of the Journal of 1879. It will
thus be seen that the (onserv-
ative Government are responsible
for less than $77,000 of the debt
of the Province in 1891, Chal-
mer’s and Davison’s report, found
in appendix N of the Journal of
1891, places the balance against
the Province on December 31,
1890, at $128429,21. This state-
ment is proved by the Public Ac-
counts of 1801, published in 1892,
which shows the public debt on
Dec. 31, 1891, to be $158,450, and
also shows a deficit for the year
1891 of $30,439.20. From the
public records we have fully es-
tablished the fact that the debt of
this Province in 1891 was $128§,-
429, and the further fact that less
than $77,000 of thia debt is prop-
erly charged to the Conservatives

This was the eondition of affairs
against which the Liberals raised
such a hue and ery, and upon
which they ultimatal§ sticeeeded
in defeating the (onservative
Government. The Liberals pro-
claimed themselves ecopomists.
They declared the era of deficits
was at an end; revenue and ex-
penditure shopld henceforth meet,
aond the day of taxation was far
off. This was their ery over the
length-and breaath of the Prov-
ince; this was the shiboleth ypon
which they sueceeded in displac-
ing the Conservatives.

As we have just shown, the
Liberals reached power in 1891
on the ery that this Province myst
not go any further in debt than it
was then; revenye apd expendi-
ture must henceforth meet; no
deficits were to be permitted and
the day of taxation was far off.
This was the platform on which
Mr. Frederigk Peters rode into
power. He formed his Govern-
ment and started in to carry out
his policy. Let us pause here for
& moment spd fnlly consider the
existing condition of things. We
have shown aboye what the record
of the Conservative Government
had been, and we have pointed
out what the debt of the Province

was when the Liberals came in in:
1891. If the Conservatives were

guilty of any political. faults, they have been made to meet ; this is|jects upon which the Government

were punished for them by suffer-ll

ing defeat. The Liberals, as we
have pointed out, promised to rem-
edy the evilsand right the wrongs
of which they accused their Op-
ponents. Now they are in the
saddle and about to commence the
political regeneration they had
promised. Let us take them at
their word and accept the public
and official declarations of their
Leader at the starting point, as
the corner stone of their platform.

What then was the official
declaration of policy of the Lib-
erals, through their Leader, when
they took up the burden of Gov-
ernment ? It was this: Mr, Fred-
erick Peter’s Leader of the Gov-
ernment, asked the Legislature
for authority to issue debentures,
to the amount of $185,000. He
declared that this money was for
the purpose of funding the" then
existing floating debt, and to
make some repairs to the Provin-
cial building. He further said
that the accounts being adjusted
by means of the money thus rais-
ed, there should henceforward be
a clean sheet ; there would be no
more deficits; revenue and ex-
penditure would henceforth meet.
Mr Peters made these declarations
with the full responsibility of his
official position, as Premier of this
Province. We must assume he
meant what he said. At any rate,
the Legislature gave him the
necessary authority to issue the
debentures. = The money was
raised and the new plan of con-
ducting the public business of
this Province was inangurated.
This was the starting point in the
Liberal financial management of
our Province. We can no more
go back beyond this point. Our
Liberal friends solemnly declare
through their Leader that they
found a certain debt left by the
Government that had just gone
out of office, and that $185,000
was to fund this debt and have
several thousand dollars for cer-
tain public improvements. All
these things are accepted for ar-
gument sake as stated, and we
are from that date to look ahead;
never to look back. The Conser-
vatives had been punished for
their illeged short coming’s. The
Liberals came into power; pro-
pounded their financial policy
and the new financial regime was
launched.

Starting from this point, let us
review the finamcial history of
our Province for the last seven-
teen years. We were to have no
more deficits, according to the
Liberal platform; but they had
scarcely warmed their official
seats when the work of rolling up
deficits commenced, As we have
already seen, they oreated a de-

it of $30,500 the very first year

were in office, and from that
day forward they have had an-
nual deficits ranging in magni-
tude from 312,000 to $120,000.
These deficits have kept piling up
the Provincial debt until it is now
in the vicinity of $1,000,000.
That means $1.00 an acre on every
acre of land in this Province.
That is quite a mortgage for the
farmers of this Island to carry.
The Provincial auditors report on
the public accounts for the year
ended 30th Sept. 1907, the last
we have, plaged the regeipts at
$350,479.09 end the expenditure
at $361,15894. These figures
showed an apparent deficit of
$10,679 85 ; but this was very far
from the real deficit on the year’s
transagtions, and was arrived at
by placing among the receipts
$35,000, half the increased:snb*
sidy, which was not received until
two months |ater. Making ‘this
neceseary correetion in the ac-
counts, as they stand, the appar.
ent deficit would be $45,679.85.
But even this addition leaves an
unpaid liabilify on unfinished
contracts of $43,304.84 as well as
an item for interest on loans,
amounting to $11,004.33. These
items taken together bring the
deficit yp to  $98,989.02 without
taking into account other deferred
payments which woyld swell the
smount to ap enormons sum. In
his bpdget speech in the Legis-
latyre last session, Premier Has-
ard anticipated a deficit on this
year's finapeial {rausagtions of
$7,137. But we way be very spre
the deficit will be mpoh -pparer
seven times seven thousand; and
thisis not all. Statements sub-
mitted to the House last session
by the Premier iudicate that the
deficit for the current year, up to
the 29th of February last, sup-
posing all bills and interest to be
psid and the half yearly subsidy
all ysed pp, amounted to $129,-
000. Fhis added to the PRroyip
cial debt already admitted by the

the million dollar mark. Thisis'
how revenue and expenditure
how deficits have been warded off.
Surely the party that thus fla-
grantly broke their promises; de- |
ceived the people and ran our
Provineial debt up from $128,000
to $1,000,000, are absolutely un-
worthy the confidence of u free
and independent electorate.

A debt is measured by the in-
terest paid on it. Given the a-
mount of interest and the
the debt can be computed. In
the case of the Provincial debt
the interest is not uniform ; but a
fairly approximate calculation in-
dicates a capital bordering on the
willion mark. To show how our
Liberal friends distinguished
themselves in the matter of in-
terest as well as in every other
phase of their financiering it is
sufficient to state that the interest
charge in 1890, the last year for
which she Conservatives are res-
ponsible, was' only $2987 44,
while the interest paid in 1907
was $31,531.15 and to this must be
added accrued interess on loang
$11,004.33, making a total interest
burden for 1907 of $42535.48.
This indicates splendid economy
surely.

rate,

While our Liberal friends were
thus creating deficits, amounting
1n all to $900.000 and averaging
about $53,000 a year, they were
also keeping “taxation far off,” by
bleeding the people to the time of
over $900,000 or an annual
average of over $64,000 for four-
teen years. $900,000 in taxation
and $900,000 in deficits. That is
surely s splendid record for a
party that promised to make
revenue and expenditure meet,
and keep the day of taxation far
off.

The Liberal Government of
this Province have made a record
for broken promises, violated
pledges, extravagance and mis-
management unequalled in politi-

cal history. Their disastrous
management of our Provincial
finances may be thus briefly

sumed up:

Provincial debt increased from
$128,000 to $1,000,000.

Interest charge increased from
$2,697, to $43,000.

Taxation increased from $83-
00C to $900,000.

The average annual deficits hag
been about $53,000.

The average annual taxation
for 14 years is $64,000.

What a scandalous record for
& party that promised to make
revenue and expenditure meet
and keep the day of taxation far
off !

It is not in the management of
our fioances slone that the Govern=
ment have been derelect in
duly and recreact to the trust ree
posed on them. In every matter
of public importance they sacrificed
oar rights, in obedience to the
promptings of those high up in the
conuoils of their party, Qo the
subeidy question, they failed to pre=
sent our claims to rpecial treatment
and sllowed the gelden opportanity
f receiving an additional $100,000
to paes. So far a8 our Government
and tbeir delegates to the Qtitawa
conference are oconcerned, they
sllowed the Federal authorities to
walk over them and slam the door
in their faces. Qar delegates sat in
the conference, as dum a8 mummies
with lock jaw, while the Premier of
British Colambia was busying him-
self io securing better terms for his
Province, Had we not been re=
presented there at all we wculd
have fared jast aa well off. With
regard to prossirg oar olaims on
the attegtion of the Dominion Go:a
enfméut, they have utterly [ailed.
Scesion after session reso!n'ions
have b:en passed on thissukjsot and
inquiry at the next secssion «licited
the information thut the resolations
had pever been presented. Iofor-
wsatioo to which the peopls's repre~
sentaiives are entitled has heen
withbeld from the members of the
L-gislature, by command of the
Leader of the Government. Thne
parents of the sohool children « f this
P ovioce have been fl .wced to the
tune of $15,000, in ocous:-quence of
the frequent ohanges and exorbit
ant prices of school bocks. These
changes and these outlawed prices
buve been arranged by the monie
p: list publishers and the Govern
ment bave favored them aod en
ooursged them at the expense of the
psrents, who bhave to buy books for
their ehildren. Jo Q:lario and
New Hruooswick, wherp the Liberal
Governments bave baen turned onr,
the sucoeeding O)nservative G v-
ernments have grappled with thia
evil snd now in Oatario, school-
books that formerly cost 38:'s, are
purchased for 7 ote, In Nuw B-uos
wick 8 saving of 40 per oent bhes
been effec’ed io the purchase of
schocl bookr, Tae eoandal s
moncpely has hren enccu-cgad by

their

remedy spplied have failed. There
are & hundred and one other sub-

deserve the exscration of the elac
torate ; but we are not able to deal
with them in this issne. For more
extended explanation of these im
portant public questions we recom
mend tbe oareful reading and re-
reading of the great speech of Mr,
Mathieson, Leader of the Opposition.

We invite the earnest sattention
of cur readers to what we have ssid,
bere and now on the diffsrent pub
lic questions of importance to this
Province, A careful stody of these
questions will enrely convince any
unbiased honest and honorable el ¢»
tor that the present Provincial Gov=
ernment bave forfited all
the people’s confider.ca.

claim to

British People on Prefer-
ential Trade.

In the course of his address before the
Canadian Club of Toronto on Wednes-
day evening last, Lord Milner said that
he had been reading the comment in
the London papers in regard to the re-
cent elections, and was amazed to find
that some Rip Van Winkle had said
that the result showed that the tariff
crazs had been killed. The writer mast
have been asleep since 1888, for how
coald the policy of Imperial preference
be killed when the party that introduced
it and maintained it for twelve years bad
been returned to power? Thigs but
showed that such a speech as Col. Den-
ison’s was needed in England, and yet
a certain amount of information regard-
ing Great Britain might be serviceable
in Canada. He had often heard re-
cently that the people of England was
very much against reciproecity in trade
relations or that they would never think
of a scheme invelving the taxation of
food stoffs. People who made =ach
statements are entirely ignorant of the
progress made in the last two years in
England. None would now be go brave
a8 to say that tariff reform was out of
the question or even improbable in the
early future. The English election of
1906 did not mainly turn on this quest-
ion, though it did militate to some ex
tent against the party in power, as it
will militate at the next election against
the present Government. If the quest-
ion were to be ““yes ” or ““no ” on fiscal
reform, be belisved the answer of the
people woull be decidedly in the affirm-
ative. The nation was now prepared to
look atthe proposals as a whole, and
to favor the adoption of a fiscal policy
combining & moderate, reaonable de-
gres of protection to the produnctive en-
ergies of the country with arrangements
for giving a preference to the products
of the Empire. 1t was tarning toward
a tariff in no case embracing very high
duties, but with a high scals for import-
ation from foreigm countries and a lower
scale for importations from other parts
of the Empire. The people were unable
to withstand a combination of argu-
ments, they saw the increased need of
new sources of revenuse and the neces-
gity to secure naw markets, and under-
stood that the best and easiest markets
tosacure were those of the sister nations
across the seas.
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Lord Milner on Mr. Cham-
berlain.

In the course of his lateat address
in Toronto, Lord Milner said that:
It was hard for one not brought up in
Eogland to realize how difficultthe
change of mind as to preferental trade
was for the Haglish peopler They
Bad been taught free trade as the
eleventh commandment,; and as such
worth as much as all the others put
together, It was a tall order for men
brought up in that faith to absndon
or even to modify it. Personally he
did not believe that the truth lay en-
tirely with the abstract free trader or
with the extreme protec ionist, but
every proposal must be jubged on its
merits, and it was with the actual con-
ditioos of trade and industry today
that the propaganda for tariff reform
wan. When considering the enor-
mous cbange in public seatiment in a
few years, they must appreciate the
service of the great statsman who
brought it abogt, and the courage of
Joieph Chamberlain when he brgke
from the traditions of a lifetime amd
went out into the wilderness, forseeing
defeat and long exclusion from power
because he aaw it was necessary to pro-
mote the idea of Inperial unity. It was
the bravest, (the most historically me
morable thing ever home by a British
statesmen, (Loud cheers.) The fight ig
Bogland was won anlega s new factor
were introdaced at the eleventh hour.
It remained for the younger meinbers of
the Imperial family to continme their
preference for the colonies now held the
queation of Imperial recipyocity in their
bandsf and had only to sit tight and do
nothing to weaken their . position.
Whele after Joseph Chamberlain in the
thought there was no man in the
BEmpire to whom they were more indeb-
ted than Col Denison, he would break a
lance with him in regards to one pore
tion of bls speech. While there was a
great difference of opinion in the Qld
Country on this matter, it was not duoe
to any lack of sympathy on rhe part of
the great majority of the British people.
There was oppogition especially with an
educated glass who were brought up in
the Cobdenite political sconomy, but the
opposition wag an intellectual one,
Then allowance must be made for the
distorting effect of party politics, It
was hig conyiction—he said it with fear
and trembliog, but absolatly of all parts
of the Empire—that the inflnence of
party politics was in nine cases out of
ten slways hampering and unfavorable
to the great national movement. He
was not prepared tosay what the end
of the great stroggle would be but if ob-
stacles of any kind should ultimately
prevent the realization of the great ideals
to which they were all devoted, it wonld
be sll the greater misfortyne begause it |
would be contrary tothe deepest wish

the Government here, and all af.!

Government easily brings it up to

empts of the Opposition to bave a'

and desire of the British rase in what.
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This season the coatsjare nearly
length and
either semi or tight fitting in the

Cloth

In both Tweed and plain Beaver
Cloths, $5.75, $6.50, $7.25, etc.

Heavy Gloth Goats

With Fur Reveres and Collars,
$19.50 each.

fur Lined Cog

Beaver Shells, Fur Collars and
Reveres, $44 and $50, etc.

Stanley Bros.
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Our New Stock of Fall
and Winter Suitings and
Overcoatingsis nowin. We
have the largest and best sel-
ected stock to be seen in any
tailor shop in P. E. Island.

If you are thinking o

¥ getting a new suit or over-
gcoat .this fall, you can get

every satisfaction and save
money by leaving your order
here. We claim to be the
leading tailors in P. E. Island,

and our work speaks for it-
self.

When you leave your
order here we guarantee a
better fit, better work, and
more style than you can get
elsewhere, and we don’t
charge any more for our work
than you pay for the ordinary
kind. You can save money
by buying

Tatlor-Made~Clothes

and there is no better Tailor-

Made Clothes than the kind
we make,

MacLellan Bros.,

The Bxpert Taiolrs.

J A Mathiesen, K. €., £ A HacDonald
Jas. b. Stewart.

MathiesonﬁdacDonald
& Stewanrt,

Newson's Block, Oharlottetawe,
Barristers, Solicitors, etc,

aver part of the world.

P. O. Building. Georgetown,

Morson & Duffy

Barristers & Attorneys)

Brown’s Block, Charlottetown, P.R.I

MONEY TO LOAN.

Solicitors for Royal Bank of Canads
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