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in the Stump Lot

The wet- chill of the early spring,

its blackness made tender by the li-!

lac wash of the afterglow, lay upon
the high, open stretches_of the stump
lots. . The wmter-whnened stumps,
the sparse patches of . juniper and
bay, just budding, the rough-mossed
hillocks, the harsh bowlders here and
there up-thrusting from. the soil, the
swampy hollows wherein a coarse
grass began to show green—all seem-

¢d anointed, as it were, .to an ecstacy |
i portant
| ling little ones in the den should not
]

g(l

of pedce by the chrism of that
adisal color.

Against the Tucid immensity of the
April sky the thin tops of five or six
soaring rampikes aspired like violet
flames. Along the skirts of
stump lots a fir wood reared a rag-
ged, crested wall of black against the
horizon. N\

par-

per thicket not far from the®center of
the stump lots, a-foung black and
white cow had mothered her
calf. The little animal had now
froportionately long, thick legs brac-
ed wide apart was beginning to nurse,
Its blunt, wet muzzle and thick lips
tugged eagerly, but semewhat blun-
deringly &s yet, at the unaccustomed
fount ; and its tail lifted twitching
with delight as the first warm
streams - of ~milk.  went  down its
throat.

It was a pathetically awkward, un-
lovely little figure, not yet advanced
to that youngling winsomeness which
is the heritage to some degree and at
some period of the infancy of all the
kindreds that breathe upon the earth
But to:. thes young mother’s eyes
it was the most beautiful of things

.With her head twisted far aroind she

nosed and licked its heaving flanks as
it nursed, and between deep, ecstatic
hreathmm she uttered in her throat
low murmurs, unspeakably tender, of
encouragement and caress.

The delicate bul pervading flood of
sunset color had the efiect of blending
the ruddy-hued calf into the tomes of
the landscape — but the cow’s insist-
ent blotches of black and white stood
out sharply, , refusing to harmonize
The drench of violet light was of no
avail to soften their staring
trasts, They made her vividly con-
spicuous across the whole breadth of
the stump lots to eyes that watched
her Irom the forest coverts.

The eyes that watched her.— long,
fixedly, hungrily—were small and- red
They belonged to a lank she bear,
whose gaunt’ flanks and rusty coat
proclaimed »- season of famin€ in the
wilderness. She could not see the
calf, which was hidden by a hillock
and some juniper scrub ; but its preés-
ence was very legibly conveyed to her
by the mother’s solicitous watchful-
ness. :

After a motionless scrutiny from
behind the screen of fir branches the
lean bear stole noiselessly forth from
the shadows into the great wash of
violet light. Step by step and very
slowly, with the patience®that- en-
dures because confident of its ebiett,
she crept toward that oasis of moth-
ering joy in the vast emptiness of the
stump lots. Now crouthing, now
crawling, turning to this side and to
that, taking advantage of every hol-
low, every thicket, . every hillock,
every aggressive stump, her craft suc-
ceeded in eluding even the -wild and
menacing watchfulness of the
mother's eyes.

The spring had bcen a tn Ing one
for the lank she bear. Heér den in a
dry tract of hemlock wood, some fur-
longs back from. the stump lots, was
a snug little cave under the uprooted
base of-a lone pine, which had drawn
upon _itself at last by its superior
height the fury of a passing hurri-
cane. The winter had contributed but
scanty snowiall to cover the bear in
her sleep and the March thaws, un-
seasonably early and warm, bad
called her forth in activity weeks too
soon. Then frosts had come with be-
lated severity,  stealing away the
budding tubers which are the bears’
chief aependence for spring diet, and,
worst of all, a long stretch of inter-
vale meadow by the neighboring river
which had once been rich in ground
nuts, had been ploughed: up the yre-
viousspring and sowh to oats and
corn, When she was feeling the pinch
of meager rations and the fat which
a liberal autumn ofi blueberries

con-

young

had
ribs was getting as
shrunken as the last snow in the
thickets, she gave birth to two hair-
Jess and hungry little cubs. The¥
were very blind and ridiculously
small to be born ol so hig a mother,
and having so much growth to make

rduring the next few months their ap-

petites™ were immeasurable They
tombled and squealed "anid tugged at
their mother and grew astonishéngiy,
and made haste te cover their bodies
u& fur ol a soit and silken black ;
and all of this vitality of theifs made

‘the neighborhood.

.‘ soft
first |

er for nourishment.

There were no more bee trees left in
The long wander-
ings which she was forced to take in

her search for roots and tubers were |

in themselves a drain upon her nurs-
ing powers, and at last, reluctant
though she was to attract the hostile
notice of the settlement, she found
herself forced to hunt on the borders
of the sheep pastures.

Before all else in life was it im-
to her that these two tumb-

hungry. Their eyes were open
now—small and dark and whimsical ;

{their ears quaintly large and inquir-

ibe |

ing for their roguish little faces. Had
she not been ~driven by the unkind
season to so much, hunting and for-

: taging she would have passed near all
Late that afternoon, beside a juni- |

her time rapturously in the den under
the  pine root, fondling those
miracles of her world

With the killing of three lambs at

| widely. separate points, so as to mis-

struggled to its feet and with its dis- ‘lead retaliation, things grew a little

easier for the harassed bear ; and
presently she grew bolder in tamper-
ing with the creatures under mai's
protection. ~With one swift secret
blow of her mighty paw she struck
down g young ewe which had strayed
within easy reach of her hiding place
Dragging her prey into the woods,
she fared well upon” it for some days
and was bhappy with her growing
cubs.

‘It was just whep she had begun to
feel the fastings which came upon the
exhaustion of this store that in a
hungry hour she sighted the conspic-
uous markings of the black and white
cow

It is altogether
black bear
ailack

unusual for the
of the Eastern woods to
quarry so large as a cow
unless under the spur of fierce hunger
of fierce rage, but the
poweriul beyond her fellows She
had the strongest possible incentive
to bold hunting and she had lately
grown confident beyond her wont
Nevertheless when she began her care-
ful stalking of this big game which
she coveted she had no definite inten-
tion of forcing a battle -with the
cow She hdd observed that cows
accustomed to the protection of man
would at times ‘leave their calves
asleep and stray off some. distance in
their pasturing. She had even
calves leit all by themselves in a field
from morning till night and
wondered at such megligence in their
mothers Now she had a confident
idea that sooner or later the calf
would lie down to sleep,.and the
young mother would {roam a little
wide in search of the scant

any

Seen

young

grass
Very

crept

soitly, seli-effacingly, she
nearér step by steép, following
up the-wind, till at last undiscovered
she ~was crouching behind a
patch of juniper on the slope of a
little hollow not ten paces
from the cow and the calf.

By this time the tender violet light
was fading to a grayness over hillock
and hollow, and with the deepening
of the twilight the faint breeze which
had been breathing from the north-
ward
slow

warm pulsations out

south At the same time the call,

having nursed sufficiently and feeling |

his baby legs tired of the weight they
had not vet learned to cairy, laid
himsell down.  On_this the cow shiit-
ed her position
round and lifted her head high
As she did so a scent uf peril
borne in upern her fine nostrils.
recognized 1t instantly.
of u\py
\mmpod a

was
She

then
fore

she snifled again;
challenge with her

hoofs and levelled the lance points of |

her horns towdrd ‘the menace.

The next moment her eyes,
keen by the fear of love, detected the|
black outline of the bear's head

through the coarse screen of the. jun- |

iper Without-a second's hesitation
she flung up her tail, gave a short
bellow and charged. The moment she
saw herself, detected .the bear
upon her hind giarters. Nevertheless
she was in a measure surprised by
the sudden blind fury of the attack.
Nimbly she swerved to avoid it, aim-

-ing at the same time a stroke with

her mighty. forearm, which, if it had
found its mark, would have smashed
her adversary's neck. But as she
struck out in the act of shifting her
position 4 depression of the ground
threw her off her balance. The next
instant one sharp horn caught her
slantingly in the flank, tipping its
way upward and inward, while the
mad impact threw her upon her back.

Grappling, she had her assailant's
head - and. shoulders in a trap and her
gigantic’ ‘claws cut through the flesh
and smew; like Knives ; but at. the
desperate disadvantage of her pos
ition she,  cpuld imflict no disabling
blow.

8 .mnuous demand upon their moth-‘ Presently wrenching hersell (ree,

-{panic_oi mother terror, plunged back

two!

She'beéar wWas

had 4

thick |

distant |

shifted- suddenly and came in |
of the |

She turned  half {

With a snort |

made |

rose |

|the cow drew. off for another batter-
!mg charge ; and as she did. so- the

{bear hurled herself- violently down[

the slope and gained her feet behmd, BROKEN
{a dense thicket of bay shrub. The | / free

’mw with* one —eye —blinded and the ; o
|other® obscuted by bloow, glared -
around fu. her in vain. Then in a

Atlantic SKipper
Capt. Pohle.

to her calf. (By
Snatching at the resplte the bear |
{crouched down, craving that invisi- |
| bility  which:= is “the most faithful
shield of the furtive kindred. Pain-|
(fully and leaving a drenched red trail |
behind her, she crept off from the
disastrous neighborhood. Soon the { Who Has Crossed the Ocean 332

deepening twilight sheltered her. Butl Times— Will Retlre and

she could not make haste, and Snei ; :
knew that death was close upon her Follow l"armmg.

Once within the woods she struggled
straight toward the den that held | Capt. Carl Pohle,
‘her young. She hungered to die lick- | German . Lloyd Steamship
ing them. But destiny is as implac- | which sailed for Bremen from New
able as iron to the awilderness peopl®,  york Aug. 17, has a record uneg-
and even this comfort was denied her. | ,;)led among transatlantic command-
Just a haliscore .of paces from the |erg
lair in“the pine root her hour de-| (apt. Pohle has crossed the Atlan-
scended upon, her. There was a sud- | tic 332 times
den redder and fuller gush upon her | with this voyage, which is his last
trail ; the last light of. longig faded  one, he completes his 177th- round
out of her eyes and she lay down up- | trip
on her side.” He has tussled with the waves and
The merry little cubs within the |gales on the watér between the Unit-
den were beginning to expect her and !eq States and Germany for 1,613,819
getting restless. As the night " wore
on and no mother came they ceased |
to be merry

of the North
Lahn,

miles
This is equal in distance to sixty-
By morning they were | five voyages around the globe at the
shivering with“hunger and’ desolate |equator.
fear But the doom of the ancient| He has Heen forty-seven years in the
wood was less harsh than its wont, gservice of one company. During that
and spared them some days of starv- {ime in addition to his trans-atlan-
ing anguish, for about noon & palr tic trips, he made twenty-five
of foxes discovered the dead mother, {yoyages to India and China together,
astutely estimated the situation and | gpd 2 long - cruises in
then, with the boldness of bood appe- | South waters. There s
tite, made their way into the not a port of any importance ofi the
\guarded den which has
As for the red calf, its fortune was | set foot.
ordinary Its ~mother, for all her There has
was able to nurse and cher- 'dent to a
the night ; and with
came a ‘l'ilr('ll(‘ from the
and took it, with the bleeding
safely back to the wltlenwm
it was tended and fattened and
within a few weeks found its way to ¢epted as a truism at
the marble slabs of a city ma~ sffice that ‘“‘Pohle’
ket.—Geo. B. Fowler. on time.”” In length

has

number of
American
un-

P globe in the eaptain not
been a
which
never
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“had, a fire
and winter, in
foul; it

never
ship
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ish it through
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Summer
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farm a fog
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never
COW tar
has been ac-
the New York
ship will be in
of service
made it is said
dean of all
When the Captain
into Bremen harbor

There and in

cool

and

number of voyages
that' Capt. Pohle
ship commanders

Swept From Shore.

Wash., Jan
ty-eight mile wind last night took
section ot wharf in old Tacoma from at
its piling walk
the pro- captain. He
and two customers The
several hours the grocer and his has a
bufieted, but the dock
was picked up by a tug
moored

is the
Tacoma, 25.—The for-
a guwides the

the

Lahn
end of
and blew it to down the
siall

Johnson,

gangplank an
i1s retiring from service

sea, carrying

along a grocery store,
prietor
For which its officers
SiXtly years
Pohle is sixty-one, and is going
 to settle down on a little garden farm
near - his native ¢ity, Bremen. There
yesterday’s storm and, rushing along he expects to the finest toma-
the water front near 'the smelter, grown in Germany, and to
loosened other booms until all rushed the peasant farmers with a
toward old Tacoma. 'The variety of New York potatoes which
stopped  in front of Carison bigger thah those known to Bre-
Prus.’s shingle mill, recently con- men markets. Tomatoes are the cap-

pounded it and a dry Kiln tain’s hobby, with potatoes and gar-
tn pieces, and <destroyed many yach's gen flowers a close second and third.

and other small cra The total loss Pohle does not look
by the is between $15000 and T work

20,000 reporter
L.ahn he was just
nap, he said,
hours continuously
coming in
and his eyes

rule by
gustomers were
finally
safely

retire on
and  Capt

pension at

A large boom of logs got away In

raise
toes. ever
astonish
on together
logs are

strucled

Capt like a
When

visited

Yk
logs seaman

the Sunday
- "R . SR N
January 25 Yesterday's pin atdard

damages on the water iront
aggregate at least $39,000. Accidents
and disasters were numerous and of a
varying character, including
thing the smashing of
boat to the total loss of
the E. D. Smith.
Stetson-Post mill was chut

- by saying, ‘‘He looks as strong as an
today - and six tugs from the This fits Capt. Pohle
| Stevenson & Bleekum fleet were en-
! 3 radiates good humor
| gaged in capturing twelve sections of HeleRes,
| logs which broke away and covered Eace. WERESNE. KB 5, Do
I the bay. The Tugs Torined in a Zreat
| loop connected by a line of logs, and
as they steamed up along the water
{ front all the stray logs were caught
| in the circuit

quit
World
the
thinking of an
after
on- the

Seattle,

storm '
hour's

forty-eight
bridge
was as edasti
bright as
ficer

His step
werejas
of the young first ol-
There

everv-
from y TOw-

those
a large

who stood beside him.

steamer,
| e
I'he

are some

down

oxe
The

His

captain

tanned

how 1t ff’ﬂ‘-
132 times
m;lhuu{.’ he Ia.ughs
should say how it ff'!ls
the  Atlaptic,”” an
and he fist down with a hang
$1.000 ©0 the stifl laughing. ‘I lhmu
maybe I shall feel lonesome without |
the confessed ~ the captain. |
“That be seen I have |
Roanoke and Oregon were tied side Re€Ver had a vacation long enough 1o
| by side on the western face of Mor- tell yet how I am goihg to like this |
an's pier  and received a fearfyl farming busipess.'
| pounding. The Oregon suffered the . In the course of a mnaum talk the |
{ most damage The Roanoke lost ¢aptain gave voice to several aphor-|
part of her rails and bulwarks. The isms worth remembering
tug Wanderer beat up against the ‘To a sailor there are no perilous |
{ dock, smashing ip her bulwarks, broke plaw\ on the ocean.”
| down sectigns of piling and is dam-
aged to the extent of $2,500

éves when ask

Atlantic

you u(HH
to cross the
‘That 18
Perhaps 1

2
Ll“,‘" o CTOSSINg

Galbraith-Bacon's new quit
| Bogardus' pier,
Myers' cannery
and
down.

were

pier,
Jones' whart
each suffered
at Myers’' the. tin shop
Several large fishing
injured, The steaners

brings his
table,

damages,
| went Sea,

boats remains fo

danger that cougts ; it's
times fou get yourself out of it with:
out .mishaps.’’

‘“Upless & man's a coward he never
remembers his worst perils long alter |
they are past. They're disagreeable to |
think of, and so he simply
them.’ ;

“1.  have

Winter in Oklahoma.

Guthrie, Q. T., Jas. 26.~The cold-
est weather of the winter with the
thermometer at zero all day and
howling north wind covers all Okla-
homa. Possibly nowhere else in the
southwest will its severity be so
great

ests that will sufler greatly, mo mat- arc perfectly sajfe

In times ol very |

The wheat crop will Smoking "and pliying cards and hav-!

protect them,
also sufler great loss, as not emough IiZ a good time below
snow has accompanied the bliszard to ‘A great
protect the rank growth.. In the In- el now than formerly, and they know |
dian territory, primeipally i e how to do it a great deal better. ln,
Creek nation, where the Tull bloods one thing only has there beem no.
are in a”uwn eircumstances, the change. They ask just as many ques- |

conditions are vefy bad for underm»— tions as they always did.”
ing the rigors of such: weather. * | “Americans are the best travelleis

his course in |
aboard |

in the world. They know how m'I
make themselves comfortable.”

“The time is coming when almost)i
any old passenger tub will cross thei
Atlantic in five days.’

“China has the i
ports in .the world !

“Thirty years ago when 1 sailed m—?
to a crowded harbor I \omchme\l
saw a ship flying an American flag
Now I never see one. - This is not the |
way it ought to be, with all the
money and enterpiise that Americans |
put into other things. The sea is an |
immense It is worth |
taking."’

During his forty-seven years of ser-
vice the captain has seén a revolution |
in sea-going - He came
New York in #5 a cabin boy on
the sailing Berlin. —New York
World

most interesting

free empire

craft
1854
ship

Mvvmsitr\ is Unsolved.

Butte, Mont.,

to the Miner

says the mystery of

26.—A special !
Falls
the strange dis-
appearance of K. A. Goodchild, one
of Montana's iinent citizens, and
a hig Fhompson, remains
unsolved
W E
the milling business
lar party of
engaged in
they
Goodchild
last
ing his dog
a hunting
Goodchild

Jan

from

Thomf'son

pron
millman of
Lindenbam, his partaer in
has had a regu-
on day wages
search, but thus far
with no suecess

ten men
the
have met
has been missing since

whén he left " home tak-
and his gun and going on

trip

Tuesday

familiar Wwith
country, ang” it is hardly Jikely that
he could have 1is way, and grave
entertained that he has met
his life

was

lost
fears are

with an accident and lost

A severe hlizzard with
mountains, and 1t is
Goodchild did lose his

hardly survived

has swert the
feared that i
way
the

he could have

storm

Body of Indian is Found.
Wasl
of .George

— The
an Indi-

Wena tohee
body

Jan. 25
Washington,
| an known all over
portion ol -the siate,
lengthwise
road track this
entlv had been
of the head

savs Washington
ax Blood
railroad
where

morning and appar-

there. The back
cut. The coroner
killed with an
spots in thé centre of the
track town— to

tied
was

was
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from
was found

lead

the body
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ex-sea |

North German Lloyd Company |
may |

men whom you can describe |

tagious curves around his clear gray %

“It isn't how many times you re s}
how mWany |

forgets |

noticed that mssrngv:rs;
There are large cattle inter- sometimes became panicky - when thcy,

ter what, provision has been made to Sicat danger they ‘are inariably |
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