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Provisional Government in

| Russia 'is Gaining Confidence

Heavy Fighting in Roumania;

| [Russians Take More Villa

Hottest Battle of

BATTLE IS
RAGING.IN

ROUMANIA

Vigorous Attacks By Aus-

tro-German Forces On
Southern Front

RUSSIAN OFFENSIVE

Fresh Series of Villages Are

Taken in Great Drive in
Caucasian Sector

OFFICIAL STATEMENT

Russo-Roumanians Compel-
led To Retreat Before
Foe at Several Points

By Courier Leased Wire,

Petrograd, Aug. 20—Austro-Ger-
man forces are making vigorous at-
tacks on the southern Roumanian
front. The war office announcement
of today says that stubbern resist-
ance is being offered by the Russians
and Roumanians, who, however, were

forced back at several peints. On the :
’ l‘.nu-asi:w front, where the Russians

recently took the offensive, a further
large advance has been made, a ser-
ies of villages being captured. The
communication follows:

““Russo-Galician front:

“In the direction of Riga, the en-
ciny trained liis aruiéry fire agdin-
st our trenches west of the Riga-Mi-
tau road. Roumanian front:

“The enemy yesterday made per-
sistent attacks in the direetion of
Onna and Onecati. In the morning
the enemy attacked the Roumanians
in the direction of the River. Slan-
ic. Towards evening the enemy,. af-
ter a stubborn and uamterrupted bat-
tle, succeeded in occupying a portion
of the Roumanian trenches, pushing
back the Roumanian troops to the
southwestern outskirts of Ocna. In
the morning the enemy also made a
stubborn attack in the region of Gra-
zestchi and the factory at Staker-
lere. In the course of the day he
forced his way into the factory. An
engagement is in progress.

“In the direction of Fokshani yes-
terday morning the Germans, after
artillery preparation, undertook an
offensive on both sides of the Fok-
shani-Ajud railway. By midday they
succeeded in occupying our first line
trenches west of the railway,; but a
counter-attack drove itnem out and
the position was restored. East of
the railway the Roumanians- under
strong enemy pressure were compel-
led to retreat to the southern ap-
proaches of the village of Maras-
echti.

“Caucasian front:

“In the direction of Kharput the
Turks on Saturday undertook attack
against Mount Merdaungah. Towards
evening after stubborn fighting they
succeeded in occupying a portion of
our trenches. At dawn the following
day a counter-attack drove them out
and the position was restored. In the
region south of Pelmir Balumer our
troops advanced and occupied a ser-
ies of villages on the Agred—Mount
Limos—Vagudjik— Memban front.
In the direction of Peudjoin our
scouts, advancing toward Lake Kerij-
bar, captured prisoners and arms.

D
BIC¢ IMPORTS EXPECTED.
By Courier Leased Wire,

Rome, Aug. 21.—The latest agri-
cultural reports show that Italy ex-
pects this year from America a lar-
ger importation of avheat than last
vear, the crop averaging 147,000,000
bushels, against 176,000,000 a year
ago. The shortage in the grain crop
this year was due to excessive rain
during the sowing season and frost
at the vegetation time.

WEATHER BULLETIN

Toronto, Aug.
HARDEST THING IN o Portant
THE WORLD '\'0\'

DISCOURAGE  EXC covers the

curred
at Toronto

Quebec showers were general.

Forecasts.

Moderate easterly winds, fair anci

cool to-day and on Wednesday.

&

A FAGWEED 15 T™E | 21—A fairly im-
area of
high pressure now
great

Min both the Mari-
tinre provinces and
western . provinces
the pressure is re-
latively low. A
particularly. heavy
thunderstorm oc-
. yesterday
and
there were a few
scattered showers
in other parts of Ontario, while in

By Courier Leased Wire.

iaunched another attack on

figures follow:

FRESH

ers from Galicia.

ned by Canadians and OF AGITATOR
Germans;, Enemy Put to War a
Flight in First Clash by
Impetus of Canucks

London, Aug. 21.—Canadian troops around Lens

the eastern envirens of the

French mining city at 4.30 o’clock this morning, reports
the Reuter correspondentsfrom the British headquarters
in France. The attack developed into one of the most des-
perate hand-to-hand battles of the war. When the Cana-
dians went over the top they saw masses of grey figures
advancing towards them in the thick haze. Both sides had
planned the attack at the same moment. :

Fifteen minutes after the clash.came the Germans
were making their last-stand on the parapet of their
trench. They then retreated rapidly.

BRITISH CASUALTIES

London, Aug. 21.—British casualties reported in the,
week ending today, totalled 14,243 officers and men. Of
this number 2,873 soldiers lost their lives. The detailed

Killed and died of wounds: Qffieers, 325; men, 2,548.
Total, 2,873. Wounded and. missing: ‘Officexs, 846; men,
10,624. Total, 11,370. Total casualties, 14,243.

TROOPS .

Amsterdam, Aug. 21.--A - frontier - telegram to The
Echo Belge says numerous troops are arriving in Fland-

GERMAN OFFICIAL
Berlin, Aug. 21.—The battle before Verdun has not
yet ended the German general headquarters staff an-

| nounced today. This morning fresh engagements devel-
oped at various places. The statement adds:

. sion of the battle.”

French Victory.

Paris, Aug. 21—Yesterday's vic-

‘tory of the French on the Verdun

front was welcomed by the French

people not only because after it the
Germans no longer hold one of their
dearly bought eonquests won since
the first on-rush on the Verdun for-
tress in February 1916, but as proof
that the unity of action among the
Entente allies is at work.

The British Italian and French
fronts are all active at the same time,
making it possibler that weakness
may ‘develop somewhere along the
German and Austrian lines, con-
fronting them. The Figaro, how-
ever warns its readers against ex-
\ pecting too much.

“Experience has shown,” The Fi-
garo says, “that it is vain to hope to
pierce a front which incessanthky
closes after the breach has been
made. At Verdun, as in Flanders
the object is to strike the enemy the
most powerful blow possible and then

gain.
that counts, but the losses inflicted.”

It is admitted in military circles
that an offensive with a three days’
prelifninary bombardment, cannot be
{a surprise. The German press has
shown for ten days that the present

exact extent.of ‘the front from Avo-
court wood -to Ornes heing stated.
The precise minute when a bombard-
ment will cease or rather change to
a barrage fire cufting off the first
stage of the infantry rush, however,
remains a secret.

Thus the Germans were surprised
at 4.30 yesterdays when the French
madé a bound along some fifteen mil-

utes before the German barrage fire
opened.

This delay allowed the French to oc-
cupy the first German’ lines without
losses. They were found to bhe al-
most empty at one point. Only m
the slopes of Talou hill did a single
company succeed in holding out in
a subterranean stronghold. With its

officer, the entire company was tak-
en prisoner.

Mor

on the left bank of the Meuse and

to wait an opportunity to - strike a-j
It is not the territory re-won'

es of front and it took twelve min- |,

young second lieutenant as the only

By six o’clock -a French aviator
geturned and dropped a sketch of Le
Homme marked with crosses
showing the points occupied. An hour
later a homing pigeon brought news

e

“Our troops and leaders anticipate a favorable conclu-

Hill 344 on the right bank had been
occupied.

The Germans used only asphyxiat-
ing shells for cheir barrage fire, thus
placing the French troops under the
handicap of wearing masks.

THE WAR
SITUATION

By Courier Ln»-‘rd Wire,

The Austrian line on the Isonzo
front is beginning to bend and, give
way at various points under furious
attacks of the Italians, Rome an-
nounces to-day. The Italians are
progresing towards a success, which
the stdtement says, is bécoming de-
lineated #n spite of undiminisned re-
sistance by the Austrians. More than
10,000 prisoners have been taken in
the new battle of the Isonzo and
strong Austrian defenses have fallen
into the hands of the attackers.
Seldom during the war has an offi-
cial communication been worded jin
such confident terms, and unless the
Austrians are able to rally their shat-
tered forces developments of far-
reaching importance may follow

a

attack had been .expected even the |quickly.

Canadian troops around Lens, in
northern France, made another at-
tack early this moring. Germans,
who advanced at the same time,
made a retreat on engountering the
Canadians. Few detaMs have .been
reported of the subsequent fightiug,

the war.

cessful French stroke

heavy losses.

ceéds 5,000. =2

| The Germans also returned fo the
attack on the Aisne front, striking at
Cerny and Hurtebise.. Parig reports

the repulse of these assaults,

that Hill 304 and La Mort Homme

( Continued on Pazp' Fqur.)

which developed into one of the most
desperate hand to hand struggfes of

The German reaction to the suc-
at Verdun
came last night and the new French
lines stood firm in the face of counter
attacks of extreme violence. On the
front fiorth of Verdun, especially at|
| Avoconrt wood and north of Caurier-
les, the fighting was particularly bit-
ter, the Freneh war- office reperts.
The Germans, beaten back, met with
The number of prison-
ers taken by the French . new ex-

‘- On the British front the Germans
LT

el

Simultaneo—t;;;ttack- Plan-TO RID R A

Ministries of War and Inter-
ior Are Inyented With
Special Rights
BANISH DEMAGOGUES

Undesirables May Be Called
Upon To Leave Russ
Terrfit(_)r_v

By Courier Leased Wire,

Petrograd, Aug. -21.—The"
provisional govérnment has in-
vested the ministries of war and
interior jointly with the right to
arrest persons whose - activity
constitutes a particular danger
for the defence of the state and’

its internal seeuyity and liberty
acquired by 8%he revolution.
These ministriesfare also given
power to call ujoen persons to
leave Russian tefritory within a
fixed period, and!to arrest them
in case they do iot do 80, or in
case they return to Russia on
their own initiative.

State Conference

Moscow;, Aug, 21.—The sit-
ting of the state conference
August 25727, .to consider the
political situation and plans for
the new national government,
will be Held in ‘the - grépt state
theatre here.. %€ . pmt will
not be admitted, but places'have
been reserved for the members
of the diplomatic c¢orps.

Premier Kerensky, who will
preside, will at the opening of
the session, on August 25, redd a
statement on.the political situa-
tion and the economic life of the
country. . The second day will
be devoted to speeches by repre-
sentatives of the various political
groups. Fifteen hundred invita-
tions have been ,i'ssued.

o

- PROPOSAL
Answer - to Pope’s: Peace

Note Is Handed To Car- -
dinal Gasparri

Entente. Governments: Will
Merely Exchange Views
. 'On Subject
By Courier Leased W’lj:.
. Rome, Aug. 21—The reply of Lhe
British Government to the peace note
of Pope B#nedict was handed to
Cardinal Gasarri, the papal secretary
of state by the British minister, on
Monday. The reply says that the
Pope’s note will be examined in a
benevolent and serious spirit.
No Conference
Washington, Aug. 21. — Lord

ment yesterday that the Entente
Governments would hold a confer-
ence before replying to Pope Bene-
dict’s peace proposals, is understood
at the State department as meaning
that the governments will exchange
views, not that there is to-be a gath-
ering of premiers or, foreign minis-
ters for a formal conference. The
American Government could not par-
ticipate in such a gathering for lack
of -time to send its representative if
for no ‘other reason. It is believed
that the mnecessary measure of - co-
operation between the nations at war
with Germany, can be s ured
through cabled exchanges and confer-
ences between the diplomatic repre-
sentatives and the foreign secretar-
jes at the different capitals.
said ‘to-day that these exchanges
would begin-very soon.’ :
Stiong objection is made at. pres-
ent by officials of the United States

pectation that there
change in the attitud

on the subject o

o

/

pidly; Total of
Taken Now Over 10,000--
Franco-British Repel the
Enemy Attacks - '

isoners

By Courier Leased Wire.

statement. says, is becoming
inished enemy resistance.

ed by the Italians.

. The statement follows:

tured soutneast of Epehy.

HOLD NO CONFERENCE

Robert Cecil’s statement in parlia-

It was

administration to attempts on the
part of the press to forecast:.the na-
ture. of the reply that will be made
by President- Wilson. - But it is not
‘denied that nothing has been present-
od by the Pope to warrant the ex-
. 'rln-;-‘i! be’ any
tude takeh by tle

nt in his preyious utterances
ey s A S 3¢ peace, and the con-

of the Ypres-Menin road.”
cature positions taken in the

soners now exceeds 5,000.
court wood an

near Cerny and Hurtebise.

CONFERENCE
- IS RESUMED

By Courier Leased Wire ;
London, Aug. 21.—The adjourned

British Labor Conference to con-
sider the question of sending dele-
gates to the ~international -confer-
ence at Stockholm, resumed ifs de-
liberations to-day. The conference
has before it the recommendations of
the executive committee of the La-
bor party that the earlier decision
to send delegates to the. Stockholm
meeting be adhered to, and repre-
sentations made to the government
in reference to the announcement
that passports for delegates would
be refused. ;
William Purdy, chairman of the
British Labor. party, presided. On
the platform were Arthur Hender-
son, the former member of the Brit-
ish war council; James Ramsgy Mac-

George Nicoll Barnes, Henderson's
successor in the war coufieil; Geo.
J. Wardle, chairman of the Labor
party in the House of Commons and
John R. Clines and George H. Ro-
berts, respectively Labor -members
of parliament from Manchester and
Norwich, Two Russian delegates al-
so were .present. PR
Arthur Henderson who addressed
the delegates denied that - he had
withheld deliberately or intentional-
ly from_ the Labor conference any
lntormat\on with Treference to the
Russian attitude toward the Stock-

|holm conference. Premier Kerensky,

of Russia, he said had been in favor

holm. ;
de or had erred it was onl:
of his loyalty to La s Y
the conference would"

the withdrawal of Lal
from the government bg
policy in his opinion, wg
versive to the natfonal in
successful war pro !
ternational situation;

said, might change'.

ditions that must be met’t:o secure

(Continued on B

Donald, ex-leader of the Labor party, |

of British reperesentation ‘at Stock-
Tf he (Henderson) had fail-
e

X Rome, Aug. 21.—More than 10,000 prisoners had been
taken by the Italians in their new offensive up to yester-
day evening, the war office announces. ;

The great battle on the Isonzo front continues without
interruption. The war office states that the Austrian
line is beginning to bend and give way at various points.

_ The Italians, supported by floating and fixed batteries
and monitors are marching towards success which, the}

delineated in spite of undim-

Enemy defences between Corite and Selo, near the
strongly fortified Starilokva position, have been captur-

London, Aug. 21.—The Germans this morning made
a third attempt to recapture positions near Epehy recent-
ly taken by the British.- The war office announces that
they were repulsed completely. - g ALY
: ! 1o “Early this morning the en-
emy-made-a-third aftémpt to regain ground recently cap-

Though supported by, flam-

menwerfer his attacking troops were“yepulsed complete-
ily. We hold all positions. Eastern of Epey our troops

raided the German lines on a wide front in the neighbor-
hood of the St. Quentin canal and brought back prisoners.
| We improved our position slightly during the night north

Paris, Aug. 21.—Counter-attacks of extreme violence
were made by the Germans last night in an effort to re-

French offensive on the Ver-

dun front. The wat office announces that the Germans
were beaten back with heavy losses. The number of pri-

The Germgn attacks were especially severe at Avo-
north of Caurieres.
made by the Germans without suecess on the Aisne front,

Attacks also were

Sk A
The statement follows;
"‘On the Cerny plateau, the Ger-

mans made attacks aty three differ-
ent points. On two occasions our fire
broke up the assaulting waves, which
were thrown back greatly weakened
to. the German lines. The other at-
tack west of Hurtebise Monument,
also was repulgsed. .

“On the front north of Verdun,
the Germans ' reacted energetically
during the night. Their counter-at-
ftacks, which were extremely violent,
‘especially at Avocourt wood and
north of Caurieres wood, were brok-
en up by our fire. The enemy suffer-
ed heavy losses with mo result. Our
troops maintained all their gains and
organized the captured positions.

.The number of unwounded prisoners

taken by us yesterday exceeds 5000,
of whom 116 are officers.

Last night enemy airplanes bom-
barded positions in our rear, par-
ticularly a concentration camp for
German prisoners, of whom a large’
number were hit.

“In Belgium our aviators bom-
barded the railway station at Thour-
out, Roulers and Staden. In the
region of Verdun they bombarded
the railway stations at Dun-sur-
Meuge, Brieulles and Fleville and
muditions depots at Bancheville,
where they observed a great fire.

“On_ August 20, twenty-one Ger-
man machines were brought down in
aerial combats by our pilots. Most
of them are reported to have been
destroyed entirely. :

“On August 19, an airplane and
a captive balloon of the enemy met
with th‘e;sam.‘glte;ﬂ

Raid .
London, Tug. 21.—Another of the
series of aerial raids over Belgium,
which have been made at frequent
intervals for some time, was carried
out on Sunday njght. The following
report was made to-day by the ad-

at miralty; -

“At mbout midnight, August 19-
20, the Boyal Naval air service drop-
ped many tons of bombs on the Mid-

|delkerke’ dump and the Brugeoise

works. All the machines returned
safely.” ; 5.
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IN RUSSIA
BRIGHTER

New Government Facing. '
Crisis With Great Clear-
ness of Vision &

OPTIMISTIC MESSAGE

Is Sent By Leader of Ameri«
can Red Cross Mission In
Petrograd o

WERE WELL RECEIVED

Government Is Slowly Gain«
ing Full Confidence of
Russian People

By Courier Leased Wire ;
Petrograd, Aug. $1.—The new
governmentis facing the present eri<
sis with clearness of vision and sine
cerity of purpose which since . the
formation of the ministry, less thdm
two weeks agq, has not failed of cofi
fidence. While the seriousness of the
situation is manifest, there is every
reason to hope-that the present gov-
ernment will be strengthened by the
full confidence of the Rugsian peo-
ple for the great’ task -before it. .
The above is the estimate of -the
situation in Russia made by-Dr.
Frank Billings of Chicago, one .of
the leaders of -the American Hed
Cross experts after a fortnight’s ob«
servation in Petrograd since the dm-
erican Red Cross mission arrived.
Already _they have established ' &
big ‘working headguarters in the
Hotel D’Europe and a supply house
in Moscow. They also have met and
gonferred with heads of the govern-
ment, from whom they report most
hearty co-operation. Feor the. tech-
nical skill and proficiency of Rus-
sian surgeons. The members of the
commission expect to visit Moscow
during the coming week. ;
“«The mission has been most cor+
dially received by the  provisional
government is facing the present eri-
are now in active co-operation with
the sanitary department of the army
and with the Russian Red Cross, and
are able to get in touch with the
Zemstvos an dunions, these organi:
ations comprising theé three great re-
lief organizationg of the Russian
neople. The organizations have ex-
hausted every effort in the manufae-
ture of supplies, and are doing exe
cellent -work otherwise, we foum
the armies in great need of medlei!
and surgical supolies, which are
tally necessary for the care of the
wounded. Tetanus anti-toxin, pow-
dered opiim and many other things

'are not to be had inm adequate quan-

titles in Russia. ~We are studyin
these requirements, and with the
co-oneration of the war council and
the Red Cross at Washington. tl?.
most vital of these needs will be
met at once. : 3 e
“The supplies which we brough
with us from the United States ale
ready have been apportioned and
regular shipments at stated intervals
are now being arranged for in order
to supply future needs. We haye
been deeply impressed by the mem=
bers of the provisional government,
whom we have met. We feel that wd
have the support of the government,
and with adequate assistance from
home, we will be able to  render
great service to the Russian people,™
Petrograd, Aug.’ 21.—A private
hospital in the centre of the city,
which was raided to-day by order.of
the military authorities, proved 'to
be the headquarters of a German
espionage organization. A patient
entered on the records as being from
Novgorod, admitted that he was &
German lieutenant. The direetress of
the hospital, who was supposed to
be a Russian wemsan, was found to
be a German subject. Her assistant
also gave a false mame. A consider-
able number of the staff of the in-
stitution and several of the patients
were arrested, N R

¥ 4 m ; 2

By Courler Leased Wire, , i
Paris, Aug. 21.—At the French
Ministry of Finance, it was announc-
ed to-day that execptions would be
made from prohibited importations
of merchandise payment fqr which
before July 31 could be proved. In
the case of partial payments, prior to
that date for merchandise bought a-
broad, importation, it was added,

would be permitted of the propogtion
paid for. R el 3
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