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ment of that country had no right to levy jection to the Court was that the louse was
these taxes. I believe a large majority even su session and clothed with the authority to
of the people of Newfoundland are opposed to discuss every question in which the people
this exaction, and that nearly one half of the of this country rere interested. This Court
lower branch also consider it unfavorably. was largely composed of members of the

Hon. Mr. MCFARLANE--I would ask what Leigislature. Was it not coipetent for these
has been the reuilt during the past season of gentlemen to furnish the fHouse with the in-
the attempt to collect tlie tax? formation which they give this Courts. Ie had

Mr. KAUL bACK-It bas been pretty much been informued that parties bad been sumu-
the same as i the previous year. Those whio moned from the country at an expense
forcibly resisted got off clear, but those who of several dollars a day, beside travelling
did not, had to pay. expenses. He did not cousider the act

Mr. LocKEc-Tlie tax of itself is not very of last session gave authority for any such
burdenàome, but the principle of the thing is Court as was now in session. At a future day
what bas aroused the strong feeling that pre- bu might test the opinion of the house as to
vails. what lie considered the constitutional invasion
THE RESUSCITATION OF TIHE APPARENTLY ofitheir rights,and a contempt of their privileges

DROWNED -and whether it was not right that we should
have at the head of the Militia affairs one whso

.Hon. PRoV. SEC. laid ou the table a copy Of was responsible to the people of this country.
instructions regarding the treatment tha fie hadno lesitancy in saying that the adminis-
ought to be pursued iii the case of persons ap- tration of Militia affairs in bis own couînty was
parently drowned. These papers winere re- a perfect farce. -e saw upon tie army listthe
ferred.to the committec on Humane Institu- names of boys who ouglit to be at school. and
tions, norder that steps miglit be taken to yet were sent into the tifferent districts cf the
make the information available to the publie. county to drill the stout yeomanry; that was

TEE SCHOOL BILL. an insuilt to the loyal feeling of lis constituents.
Mr HATFIELT presented a petition from Mr. PaYoR said that in tie timue of Sir Colin

inhabitants of Argyle against the School Act. Campbell, the Lieutenant Colouels of the seve-

THE MILITIA CONVENTION. ral counties and the Advocate General were
sumnmoned. for some such purpose at the pre-

Hon.PRzov. SEC. lal on the table the reply of sent Court.
the Adjutant. Genl. to Mr. S. Campbell's ques- Hon. P iov. SEC. regretteil that the bon.
tion as to functions of the Militia Court, anid memnber for Guysboro had thougit it proper to
the mode of paymient of the members com- characterize the proceedings tisat Lad takein
prising that Court., place in such strong terms. The Act passed

The AnsaT. GENL. states that His Excellen- last session had devolved upon the Command-
ry being impressed viti the necessity of ad- er-in-Ciief certain powers, and the lon. gentle-
vancing the Militia organization a step beyond man went beyond wirhast lie was eutitled to
that of the previous year, and being dsirous as a isember of the Legislature when lie
of availing himself of the local experience of declared that the action taken was unconstitu-
leading olticers of the force, had leeied it ad- tional, and a contemlpt of the privileges of the
visable to foi-se these officers into a Board of HJoue. Before he used such language lie
Advice "in theL ope of receiving valiable sug- should have shown that the act passed
gestions with reference to the Militia estimates, with lse deliberate sanction of the Legisla-
and some .appirently necessary alterations in ture had been in the sliglhtest degree
the existing Militia Act." He also states tiat exceeded. The Governinent of the day were
the Court is composed of a President and 21 responsible to the House for any public
officers, 4 of whome receive no additional pay soney expended in any public. service,
for attendance. Of the remaining 18,il are asnd whilst be did not intend just now
residing in this city, aud 7 are froin the cous- discussing the question whietier the re-
try. The Adjt. Geni. also directs attention to spbnsibility of the Ministry in-reference to
sec. 85 Militia Act of last year as the authority the Militia force should be increasetd or not,
to form the Court. lie was satisfied that the good sense of the Le-

lMr. S. CAMPBELL said that he didii ot con- gislature would see that since the Militia or-
sider the paper just read an answer to the re- ganization was entrusted to the care of the
quisition he hamilsade on tie previous day, for Commander-in-Chief, they had no other source
information in referesnce to the Militia Court to whieh to apply for informatioi-as to the
now sitting in this city. i-e asked a question amount of publie mioney that migitbe required
as to the funsctions and composition. of tiat for local defence-than to the persons bitherto
Court, but this liait înot been- answered. He entrusted with the discharge of that duty.
hd been led to ake the enquiry lie hadfrom The source, therefore, to which the Govern-
information given him that the Court was com- usent iad to apply was to the Commander-te-
posed of memubers representing almost entirely Chief, and to the Staff by which under the law
one side of political opinions se this country, of this Province ie was surrounded for the
for that reason be was induced to ask whio discharge of the important functions in con-
were the persons who .formed tbis body. if nection with the nilitia. The Commander-in-
what he baid .eard were the case, it ouglht toibe Chief desired to get information, and he had'
taken into theserious consideration of the adopted a certain mode to obtain it. Whether
House as well as of the Goverumenit of thie le had taken the correct course it was not for
country, for if a political character. was to be bim (Dr. T.) to say; at all events, in the dis-
given to any body of this kind, then its value charge .of what he conceived to be bis public
was entirely lost. It wvas only necessary to duty, he had thought it.proper to proceed in a
look to the neighborinsg States to see the evils certain way-and ie doing so, ie was guided
that arise fron the inflience of political parties strictly by thelaw, as would be seen by refer-
ia connection with military matters. lis ob- ence to the 85th section of the Militia law cf


