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" The Committee further rccommend that the following members of Coauncil be named
to-form the Delegation, viz. :—Messrs. Macdonald, Cartier, Brown and Galt.

Certified,
W H. Leg, C.E.C.

-

To His Excellenzy the Right Honorable Viscount Monck, Governor General of British
. North America, &e., &e.
May it please Your Excellency:

" The undersigned having, by Order in Council of 24th March, 1865, been appointed
a"Committee of the Executive Council of Canada to proceed to England and confer with
Her Majesty’s Government on certain subjects of importance to the Province, sailed for
England in April last; and having discharged the duty cntrusted to them and returued
to Canada, we now beg to submit for Your Excellency’s information, 2 statement of our
proceedings while in London.

“The’ circumstances under which this mission became necessary, are doubtless fresh
it Your Excellency’s recollection, For a considerable time past, in view of the civil war
going on in the United States, and the impossibility of anticipating what international
questions might at any moment arise, Her Majesty’s Governmeunt felt it their duty from
time to time to direet the attention of the Government of Canada to the insecure position
of the Provinee in the event of disturbed relations unhappily resulting, 2nd to urge the
adoption of protective measures. In thesc communications it was not concealed that Her
Majesty’s Government expected the peeple of Canadu to assume more overous military
duties than they had previoasly borne. Your Excellency’s Advisers were always prepared
frankly to consider these proposals, and to submit for the approval of Parliament such
measures ns might be found just and reasonable. Iut they felt at the same time that to
secure the hearty assent of Parliament acd the country for any important changes in the
military relations between the Parent State and the Colony, an explanatiott on the whole
subject should first be had, so that a clear understanding as to the share of defence to be
borne by each might be arrived at, and all ground of irritating and hurtful reproach for
alleged neglect of duty by the Colony, entirely removed. Iu view also of the anticipated
early union of all the British North American Colonies—so well calculated to simplify
the system of defence—the Government of Canada deemed it highly desirable that the
settlement of this important question should be reserved for the action of the Government
and Legislature of the new Confederation. Her Majesty’s Government concurred in these
views.

In the early part of this year, however, events occurred that changed the situation of
affairs. The conference at Fortress Monyoe for the cessation of hostilities, the disturbances
on the Canadian frontier, the imposition of the Passport system, the notice given by the
Awerican Government for a termination of the convention restricting the Naval Arma-
ment on the Lakes, and other evects, tended to revive and deepen the feeling of insecurity ;
and Her Majesty’s Government urged the immediate erection of permanent works of de-
fence at Quebec and Montreal—the cost of the former to be borne by the Iwmperial Trea-
sury, and of the latter by the people of Canada. Your Excellency’s Advisers were most
anxious to meet the wishes of Her Majesty’s Government, but they could not feel it their
duty. to propose to Parliament a vote for defensive works at.Montreul, while the defence of
Upper Canada, on land and on the lakes, was unprovided for. The position of affairs was
further complicated by the result of the Vew Brunswick elections, which postponed, at least
for-a time, the union of the Provinces—and by the formal notice given by the American
Government for the termination, in March next, of the Reciprocity Treaty. It became
evident that the time had drrived, and could no longer be postponed, for a full and frank
explanation ‘with Her Majesty’s Government on the -whole state of affairs ; and with that
view an immediate mission to England, with Your Excellency’s assent, was.resolved upon.
The state of the case was forthwith communicated to the Legislative Council and Assembly,
which were, then in session ; and Parliament was shortly after prorogued on the understand-
ing that it would be summoned to learn the result of the megotiations and complete the
business of the session, so soon as the delegates returned from Great Britain,



