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tention of His Majesty's Government to substitute for the various measiures were tried for its remedy. Amon g
existing settlement duties others of a ' more easy and these was the assessment of a ta% on ail granted lands of
' commodious natre'-an intention, hovever, which every description-but a difficilty laving arisen in the
does not appear ever to have been carried into efTeet. recovery of this assessment, an Act vas passed by the
In 1832, an Act was passed by the local Legislature for' Provincial Legislature in 1825, to authorize the sale, in
regulating the proceedings of a Court of Escheat, and an satisfaction of the debt to the public, of a sufficient por-
application vas made to the Lt. Governor for tihe establislh- tion of anuy land on which the tax should be eight years
ment of stcli a tribunal ; but, on reference to His Ma- in arrear. The measure thus supported has been found
jesty's Governiment, the Act was disallowed, l'or reaons etfectually to meet the object in view; anid I cannot but
stated in the inclosure ta my preder.eisr's Despatchl of believe that a system of a similar nature nighrt be adopted
19th January 1835, and lis Majety's Government de- with equally good effect in Prince Edward Island. I have,
clined to sanction the erection of the tribunal solicited bv therefore. to desire, that in commuînicating to the Assem-
the LegisIature. Il each of the succeedng years the bly His Majesty's reply ta ileir AdIress of the 9th April,
question has been before the Legislature, and in 18-33, you vill suiiggest ta them the expediency of introducing
1835, and 1833, petitions respecting it have been address- into Prince Edward Island the policy adopted in Upper
ed to lis Majesty by the Assembly. Canada. 1 inclose a copy of the Act passed in that Pro-

Sucl is a very brief sunmary if whnt has taken place vinre in the year 1825, as an assistance ta the delibera-
on this subyi:t. I pr'oceed to explains tihe view' wlich is tions of tie Legislature of Prince Edward Island.
taken by H. M. Government of the prcsent state of the Shouald they concur in my opinion as ta the advan-
question, and of te menasures whiclh it would now bc tage o such a neasure, the details of any Act
convenient 1a pursue, which night be passed ta carry it into effect, must,

At the date of the original Grants of land in Prince oi course, be referred ta their knowlelge of the

Edward hbmifd, and iodeed for many years afterward, local pecular'tics and customs oflih Island; but it
the principles an 0whicli the settle'ment O the l'land w'as wil be usefil ta them ta be made acquaiited with

ta le encouragend would s not ta have been correctly the regilations which experience has dictated in a neigh-
understood. A sl-lght conîsideration would have shnwn bourm Colony, It is necessary, however, to observe,
that whei land coiilhl lie su easily acciuired on freeholI that if such an Act should be passod by the Legislature,
tenure in the nreighburing British Provinces and in the it would be indispensable that it should contaim a clause

United States of America, but few settlrn's wnuîld consent suspendmg its operation until Ilis Majesty's pleasure upon
to become tenants iii Prince Edward Island, or hiaviii it shaould be declared.

becoe s wobt ontiue o rmai thee. he blia-- I bave thought it neces=ary thus explicitly ta make
beconie su Nvntilîl cont inue ta reinali theu'e. 'lth lilg
tion, tirefore, whiclh vas exacted by thie Goveriinent, known to you the vievs of His Majesty's Government on

and asstiniel bty the proprietors, was, to ail usefuil pur- tIis subtject, because I feci thîat nuthiig can so powerfully
poses, n bgatorv ;ecaise, suppnsing a proprietor ta have militate agmnst the best interests af the Colony, as the
used cverv lrt to coimply with it, ainid ta have actually protracted agitation and excitemlent respectiig it. It

sent out to his est aie in Pince wilad I land the stitila- wvtould appea tliat an erroneous impression has -t abroad

ted nmber' of settlers, lie cod have had la secu'ity that amotg tie poorer :lass of settlers, that on forfeiture by
those settleri wolibll ntt afterwards migrate either ta other thre preseit proprictors of' their titles ta tle land, it would

Province tir ta lte othenr estates within tie la.It be regrarited by lis Majesty in freehold ta the actual
is confidently asserted, aniid the natuire of the case warrants occupants. Tiis impression, indeed, would seem ta have

the beliet', that titis lias actuaiily occurred. But before origitiated as far back as the year 1787; and it may,

11. M. Goveriniment couill lie a party ta tihe forfeiture of' pehap have derived some confirmation fromn the course

ai' est:te fir oon-performanî" af the settlempt pirsued vith respect to the forfeited Lots, Nos. 15 and

ties, they would require to be ta!isied, not only that . Nothmg, however, can be more unfounded. You

there are not at the present moment, !lt tht there have "ii .take the most effectuaI means in youir power for

not been at any time, the stipuilateil iiinmber of settlers ait aly known, that even shoiuld lis Majesty
on that esta1te, ni liat tiis circuinstance has arisen from b advised i any cae to proceed aainst lands fiable

the wilfil neglect of the Proprietor. It is needless to s ta forfeitire, the Crown vould, in the event of its success,

that such an inquir'y cuid scarcey ho now ndler'taen step exactly into the place of the former pr'oprietor, and

with any succesi-that it wsouîild lbe toiios anid expensive would eni'or'ce tihe observance of any contract which

in its p'ocess-anil that it muist tend ta alarn the public imiglit have been made with him by the tenant; and that

mind, withoiut hooldi; out any fair prospect of a useful under no circuimstances which it is possible ta anticipate,
result. l'or these reasons His Majesty's Goveriiment w 'ld gratuitous grants of land be conceded to any per-
riust at once denliue ta ad'is e Ilis Majesty t eicde sous wltever. Bnt on iattrs e same tm pesc rt adthe lirayeoffaicî Assemibly, ns set fortii i thoir Address t.tJsMjsysiiitr hv oa tpeeî d
of the 9th April last. vised, felt thenselves at liberty to sanction any proceed-

mfgtes l' ai enf'î 'cing the forfeituir'e o estates on the ground
But although the Miaisters of the Crownl cannot take oIfle nan.performance ai the original conditions'respect-

on thenselves ta sanction the proceedings which thre in, settlement.
Assembly point out, they are nevertheless fully alhve to t ihe t h
the ferious injury which is caused ta the Island by the 1 have the hanor ta be, Sir,
want of a sufflicient nuinber of settlers. Gifted with a soil Your most obedient servant,
of unusual fertility, and possessing every advantage of GLENELG.
climate and geographical position, the advancement of Sir John Harvey, &c. &c. &c.
Prince Edward Island ias hitherto been delayed by the
inadecquacy of its population. In other of the British [For the Act referred to in the above Des-
Provinces in North Ainerica, inid more especially in c see A nd"x (A.) at the nd of the
Upper Canada, a similar inconveience, although not to Pat PP .)
sa great a degree, was heretofore found to exist, and prilited Journals of this Session.1


