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Through the Fires of Sacrifice
Ai the military feme of Hsrmaay during 

I be (met verb bare etsedily regained aed 
omipW the ground ironed Y pm. Past bee 
daelc. Mmines llxl Uogmnsrrk. much of 
which was area red for tbe Alltea three yearn 
afi by tbe blood of tbe first Canadian son- 
tinrent, the bitter truth and wnoeaeees of 
tbe war bare |»eoet rated and impmeed tbe 
mind of t'anstli with a poignancy hitherto 
anrealued. For tbe Ural time, tbe frightful 
peaaibility of defeat baa oteiabadowed oar 
horizon moot menacingly Much remplacent 
illusion* aa the weakening morale of tbe 
Herman aotdiery. tbe shortage of feed, and 
the emharrawment of oar enemy by indtm 
trial unreal, with which tbe people on this 
aide of the Alantic bare been deeeiring 
themaelvee. are now diampaled la tbe post 
ten ilays the power of the Hon Has become 
a haunting reality Tbe Herman off metre 
no the West front was es pert ed this spring, 
bat tbe power of the allied arms to repel I 
it was never once doubted The example 
of tbe firm days of the war wee quoted, 
when. Vastir outnumbered, tbe British and 
French hurled hark the advancing Hermans 
from the Marne. Four years later, with 
their strength multiplied a thousand fold, 
the allied nations had ersry reason to be 
confident in the ability of their armies to 
heat bark this last Herman attack. After 
two weeks of desperate fighting along tbe 
northerly section of the west front, the teens 
of the struggle is still uncertain, and Her 
many has driven her men forward over 
ground and through fortified positions which 
were thought a month ago to hare been 
almost impregnable To-day. in possession 
of Ypres the Herman ia but 20 mil* distant 
from the Htraite of Dover which separate tbe 
British Ialee from France.

' Against the ominous, dark clouds which 
are hanging over Britain and France, the 
truth of Canada's place and responsibility 
in I Ida crisis stands out in sharp relief. 
While the Canadian divisions, strongly 
entrenched on Vimy Ridge and Hill 70 end 
around liens, were not engaged in the thick
est of the fray which hsa been in progress 
farther north, they are now active in 
attempting, with the fresh French reinforce
ments. to make succc*fnl counter attacks 
against the enemy. Canada's fire divisions 
of fighting men overseas most be kept np to 
strength now at all costs, and the federal 
government realizing thin, and knowing the 
keen and awakened consciousness of the 
country in relation to the demands of the 
war. already have taken steps to apply the 
Military Service Act more closely than it has 
yet been felt. The speeding-up of the oper
ation of the Military Service Act has been 
found absolutely necessary, and to do this, 
drastic amendments to the act have been 
made by parliament. All unmarried in en 
and w idowers without children, between the 
ages of 20 and 23 years inclusive, have been 
called to service by the government, regard- 
lew of olaima for exemption It iv felt that 
no men of that age are indispensable to the 
country at the present time. All men of 19 
years, it is also required, must register im
mediately. It is intended to call out men 
of other ages as the need for reinforce
ments continues to be felt. Canada, in other 
words, must provide all the assistance in her 
power, to stay the onward march of the 
Hnn. It will mean national sacrifice in 
Canada during the coming months, for. 
those who remain at home must work and

pay aa they have never doue la tbe past 
Hermany has placed every man la tbe 
Km pire. between tbe ages of IT end fiO. at 
tbe disposal of tbe government Tbe enemy 
bee thrown hie entire weight into tbe pts 
("mitten of bring tbe war to e eueeeenful end 
thie year, end hie intention is first to crush 
tbe British and French armies on the west 
front The imue baa been made very clear 
in tbe recenjlermin official SOB ou Berm eut 
that Orrwfnr would no longer consider 
pence without indemnities or territorial 
sen unit ions, and that she leteaded ta retail 
Belgium awl North France The coming 
mmmer months will see enacted the fiercest 
and moat horrible struggle ia history, aed 
Canada's place is la that fight -at the sacri
ficial altar ef the weal front

Income Tex Forma Inadequate
The fluids is being asked every day far 

information and advice concerning the 
making of returns on the Income Tax forma 
which have been distributed by the Deport
ment of Finance, at Ottawa, and it must be 
wid that the work of the civil servant who 
compiled the* blank forma, has been done 
badly When it ia considered that tbs ml* 
log of revenue by direct taxation ie one of 
the mom radical awl Important measures to 
be introduced into Canada sines Confeder
ation. the duty of the governmental ant bom 
ties in the task of thoroughly acquainting 
the people of the country with the details 
of the new system, would appear to be be
yond question But in spite of the import
ance of the function of the Income Tax in 
Canada, a mere skeletonised form on which 
returns are to be made, has been iwoed by 
the Taxation Branch of the Department of 
Finance, without any literature to explain 
the new set, without any more illumination 
that a few perfunctory references to differ
ent sections and subsections of tba law, 
and without evea a formal invitation, or an 
addreaa. through which the willing taxpayer 
might secure enlightenment and information. 
One authority who has given the Income 
War Tsx Act close study, has informed The 
Huide, that at the very I-sit, this indifferent 
and inadequate treatment of the documents 
on which returns should be made, will coal 
the country fit,000,000 dollars In revenue 
which will not he forthcoming from the tax
payer, largely through lack of sufficient in
formation. After a perusal of the elaborate 
instructions and income tax primer which 
have been i*ued by the Internal Revenue 
Branch of the Treasury Department of the 
Vnlted States in connection with the Ameri
can system of making returns, the short
comings of our owe epore-looking sheets 
appear all the more marked

Embargo Deferred Indefinitely
The advice hag gone out from Ottawa that 

the recommendations of the War Trade 
Board for placing an embargo on imports 
of certain manufactured goods from the 
VnitA| States, as a means of improving the 
international trade balance between the two 
countries, have been held tip indefinitely. It 
ia understood that the strong opposition of 
certain member* of the government who 
feared that such an embargo would be In 
substance an indirect method of protection 
for the Canadian manufacturer, was respons
ible for the shelving of the War Trade 
Board's recommendations. If this be true 
the gratitude of the West may be generously

expressed towards a government that canid 
be ao restrained

One of the beet evidence* that tbs govern
ment bee wit held He approval of an embargo 
on importa, ia a ce*plaining editorial, 
cat Hied "Free reel inat ion at Ottawa," msh 
IWicd ia tbs last issue of Tbe Floe estai rest 
of Canada, which is a consist eat defend* ef 
the entrenched powers of Special privilege 
The Feet complains that "mar* I ha a three 
weeks ago the intimation come that imparts 
into Canada from the Veiled Mate* weald 
he greatly curtailed la right exchange"| 
and that "humne* prepared for it m It hae 
to me ay ether developments of the war " 
Mince that lime there had been ao action, no 
definite announcement on the port of the 

nmcni selling the mind of busies* 
at rest with regard to the neopomd embargo 

Aa a matter of feet, the only Intimation 
that came with regard la the restriction ef 
imports, emanated from the War Trade 
Hoard, and nut from the government. Mir 
Robert Borden, immediately aft* the report 
had been circulated from Ottawa, announced 
that tbs I 'abind had not then tree con
sidered the f'-'-om mends I ions ef the War 
Trade Board. Therefore, "business" and the 
Financial Foot had no right whatever to 
saeuruc that the War Trade Board was tbe 
government, and that aa embargo on importa 
from iheCuited Mat* waa a certainty.

Federal Franchise for Women
The hill extending the federal franehioe 

to women, recently debated in the lieu* of 
Com mena end approved by all the members 
excepting those from Ou#bee. produced a 
pronouncement from /, A. Maharg, the 
Drain Hrower representative from Moo* 
Jaw, which has been quoted l.y the pra* 
from one end of Canada to the'oth* Mr. 
Maharg. in reply to the opposition to woman 
suffrage expressed by the followers of Dir 
Wilfrid Heurter, said that lbs Liberalism of 
(fuebec is not the earn# brand aa that which 
finds a home in th* Went. Mr. Maharg*e 
statement wee raised on th* question of 
granting the franchi* to women in Domln- 

•IIODS. II vs right Fur
more, (fuebec *e altitude on that question la 
not shared by any of the provinces west of 
the Ottawa River, including Ontario. The 
democratic victory of making " vntw for 
worns»'* a popular measure m th* llouw of 
Commons, is, bower*, in no small measure 
duc Ie the Impetus which has be* given to 
public opinion along all progressive lia* 
by the people of the western plains.

Apart altogether from th* politisai phil
osophy of th* issue, the masculine mind of 
Canada at this time, Irrespective of provin
cial distinctions, has no alternative hot to 
extend th* federal franchi* to the opposite 
sex The part that woman hae played In the 
war in Canada and elsewhere, ought to place 
th* question of her right to vote In federal 
elections beyond all shadow of doubt. Had 
(fuebee been doing her duty in the war as 
in the same measure as tbs other provins*, 
since 1914. her representatives in the House 
of Commons in all probability would hare 
been no more opposed to the ex tension of the 
franchi* to women than the members from 
Ontario or the West.

Canada’s War Bill
At the end of March, which ia also the end 

of the Canadian fiscal year, the national ex
penditure for war. at home and abroad, had


