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Through the Fires of Sacrifice
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£ Wan 1@ r loubted mn exampie
t) firwt ays of t) FAr was quoted
wher vastly outnumbered. the British and
Frenech hurled back the advancing Germans
from t} Marne Four years later., wit)

their strength multiplied a thousand- fold
the allied nations had every reason to be
onfident in t} ability of their armies to
ent back this last German attack After
two weeks of desperate fighting along the
portherly seetion of the west front, the issue
4 riggie s » Ul uncertain, and Ger
mn'y hns driven her men forward over
ositions whi

were thought s month ago to have been

Against the ¢ nous, dark clouds wh

sre hanging over Britain and France, the

truth of Canada’s place and responsibility

n this erisis stands out in sharp relief
While the Canadian divisions, strongly
entrenched on Vimy Ridge and Hill 70 and
around Lens, were not engaged in the thick
est of the fray which has been in progress
farther n‘-r"l they are now active In

ting. with the fresh French reinforee

ments. to make successful counter attacks
against the enemy Canada’'s five divisions
of fighting men overseas must be kept up to
strength now at all costs, and the federal
government realizing this, and knowing the
keen and awakened consciousness of the
eountry in relation to the demands of the
war, already have taken steps to apply the
Military Service Act more closely than it |
yvet | !

een felt The 8] eeding-up of the oper
ation of the Military Service Act has heen

found absolutely necessary, and to do this,

drastic amendments to the act have been
made by parliament All unmarried men
and widowers without children, between ti
iges of 20 and 23 years inclusive, have been
slled to service By the government, regard
less of 1 a for ',, aption It is t that
no men of that age are indispensible to the
ountry at the present tims All men of 19
vears. it is also reauired. must register 1m
mediately It is intended to call out men

of other ages as the need for reinforee
ments continues to be felt, Canada, in other
words, must provide all the assistance in her
power. to stay the onward march of the
Hun It will mean national sacrifice in
Canada during the coming months, for
those who remain at home must work and
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Income Tax Forms Inadequate

The Guide in being asked every day for
nformation and ad v oncerning the
making of returns on the Income Tax forms
which have bheen distributed by the Depart
ment of } e, st DMtawa, and it must be
said that the work of the civil servant whe

mpiled these blapnk forms. has been done
badly When it is connidered that the rals

ing of revenue by direet taxation is one of

¢ most radical and important measures to
be introduced inte Canada sinee Confeder

stion, the duty of the governmental suthori

ties in 1t task of thoroughly sequainting
t ‘ 1 country with the details
! ¢ new system, would appear to be be

st ion But in spite of the import
.l of the function of the lneome Tax in
Canada. 1 mere skeletonized form on which
returns are 10 be made, has been issued by
the Taxation Branch of . the Department of
Finance, without any literature to explain
the new aet wit) I any mors umination

that a few perfunctory references to differ
ot sections and subasections of the law
and without even a formal invitation, or an
address, through which the willing taxpayer

ht secure enlightenment and information
One authority who has given the Income
War Tax Act close study, has informed The
Guide, that at the very least, this indifferent

and inadequate treatment of the documents

on which returns should be made. will cont
the country $1.000000 dollars in revenues
whieh will not be fortheoming from the tax
paver, largely through lack of sufficient. in
formation. After a perusal of the elaborate
instructions and income tax primer which
have been issusd by the Internal Revenue
Branch of the Treasury Department of the
'nited States in connection with the Ameri

'

sn system of making returns, the short
ymings of our own wsparelooking sheets
appear all the more marked

'

Embargo Deferred Indefinitely

The advice hasg gone out from Ottawa that
the recommendations of the War Trade
Board for placing an embargo on imports
of ecertain mantufactured goods from the
UniteN States, as & means of improving the

e balance hetween the two

international trad
countries, have been held up indefinitely. It
is understood that the strong opposition of
certain members of the government who
feared that such an embargo would be in
substance an indireet method of protection
for the Canadian manufacturer, was respons
ible for the shelving of the War Trade
Board’s recommendations. 1f this be true
the gratitude of the West may be generously

resnedd towards a government that eould
) wir restrained

h { the best evidenees that the govern
| s approval of an smbarge
n nports. is » ompisining  oditorial,
ntitled “"Procrastination st Ottawa. '’ pub

ut has wit

shod in the last imsue of The Finaneial Post
f Caoada, which is & consistent defender of
' ntrenched powers of special privilege
: Post complaine that “"more than thres

weeks ago the intimation came that imports
into Canada from the United Siates would

ureatly iriatied 1o naht o |Alh"”
and that “"business prepared for it s it hae
' ny other developments of the war.'

~in that time there had been no action, Do
definite announcement on the part of the
government setting the mind of business
at rest with regard Lo the proposed smbargo
As & matter of faet, the only intimation
that eame with regard to the restriction of
mports. emanated from the War Trade
Hoard, and not from the government. Sir
Robert Horden, immediately after the report
had been circnlated from Ottawa, announced
that the Cabinet had not then even oon
sidered the recommendations of the War
le Board. Therefore, " business '’ and the
Financial Post had ne right whatever to
samumae that the War Trade Board was the
government, and that an embargo on imports
from theUnited States was & cortainty

T

Federal Franchise for Women

he bill extending the federal franchise
to women, recently debated in the House of
Commons and approved by all the members
excepting those from Quebee, produced »

ronouncement from J. A Maharg, the

Grain Grower representative from Moose
Jaw, which has been quoted by the prems
from one end of Canada to the'other. My
Maharg, in reply to the opposition 1o woman
suffrage expressed by the followers of Bir
Wilfrid Laurier, sald that the Liberalism of
Quebee s not the same brand as that which
finds & home in the West., Mr. Maharg™s
siatement was raised on the question of
granting the franchise to women in Domin.
jon elections, and he was right. Further.
more, Quebee's attitude on that question is
not shared by any of the provinces west of
the Ottawa River, including Ontario. The
demoeratie vietory of making *‘‘votes for
women'' & popular measure in the House of
Commons, is, however, in no small measure
due to the impetus which has been given to
publie opinion along all progressive lines
by the people of the western plains.

Apart altogether from the politieal phil.
osophy of the issue, the masculine mind of
Canada at this time, irrespective of provin.
cinl distinetions, has no alternative but to
extend the federal franchise to the opposite
sex. The part that woman has played in the
war in Canada and elsewhere, ought to place
the question of her right to vote in federal
elections beyond all shadow of doubt, Had
Quebee been doing her duty in the war as
in the same measure as the other provinees,
since 1914, her representatives in the House
of Commons in all probability would have
been no more :.;.;mud to the extension of the
franchise to women than the members from
Ontario or the West

Canada’s War Bill

At the end of Mareh, which is also the end
of the Canadian fiscal year, the national ex-
penditure for war, at home and abroad, had




