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Warmmg the Prairies

Coal Situation in Western Canada---Production Curtailed by Strike---Prices ngher

In view of the alagm which has been created
in Western Canada by the réport of a threatened
serious ceal shortage during the coming wiuter,
Guide readers will welcome a few actual facts
upon the -upl situation so far as it affests \\,-ulun
Canada. No doubt the recent strike in the Alherta
coal Selds lasting for a period of three muu!h-

By H. Higginbotham

It will be noticed that the followin, pnvi-u. of
Manitoba, Ontarie, P.E.L,
coal mines. The smallest plovllco‘—-VOVl &d
with an area of only 21,000 square ‘miles—has the
largest coal output,” °

Canada’s coal proilluction is dispesed of; ngeord-
ing to Dominion government returns for 1916, as
follows:

Newfoun r k

L—'.‘

during the months of Apri), May and Jone, which ‘]',.. <
ave normally the heaviest coal producing months
of the year, _is chiefly respossible for the scare '}""'Ul‘"‘;' n ‘hlll:'ll' ’}“ : N:,:g:,g::
which has been created in regard to the supply xported to the United ates o d

actual Other exports 284,513

for the roming winter. A review of the
figures for the production of coal in Western Canada
and the imports of conl into Western Cangda for
the present year compared with the corresponding
period of last year revea's the fact-that there un
doubtedly was a shortage existing at the ead of
June last, which compared with the first six months
of 1916, amounted to approximately a quarter of
a million tons

Since the Alberta mines have resumed full opera
tion the mte of production, being greater than
that for the corresponding period of last year, has
tended to diminish the shortage. While imports
inte Western Canada, particularly through lake
ports, also show a reduction for the first six months
of 1917 as compared with the first six months of
1916, there has been a speeding up of imports since
that time, This increase in imports became so
noticeable a few weeks ago that action was taken
by the United States fuel contreller in the interest
of the Western States, as it was felt that Western
Canada was receiving more thap its share of conl
arriving st lake ports

Alberta’s Rich Ceal Fields

Most of the conl consumed in “Western Canada
is preduced in Alberta Alberta is the sevond
largest coal producing provisce in Canada, heing
only excerded by Nova Beatia. Practically all the
coal preduced in Alberta is
conpumed in Western Canada
a large preportion of Altherta's

-

& Wise is the Drumbetier Cost Fisid. A Lasge Ameust of Development
e Whisg piase here.

Wi correetly & geolofical survey made by Dom
inion enginecrs some vears ago estimated the
amount of coal underiving what is known as the
Edmonton field, that is compriging the territory
adjacent to Edmonton, and west to the Itorly
Mountains, at sixty billion tons

Large coal aeposits seem to extend much further
north than those which have algeady been opened
up. Beveral smafl mines have recently been opened
in the Peace River distriet and although these
mines are operated on & small seale at preseat, it
is probable that the increased settieinent that is
taking placein the distriet north of  Edmonton,
these mibes should be fairly large producers in thy
near future

In compiling this article the writer has had the
advastage of an inferview with John T. Nlirling,
chiof inspector of mines for Alberta. Mr, Ntirling
wide awake and practical Beotsman, with
a thorough keowledge of mines and wmining and
a very inlimiate acquaintance with the coal situa

s 8 Yery

Used in making coke and is uponuu
of collieries, including " that used by 4
miners
Kailway uunpuw- are the Iu‘au x

of coal users, taking practically two-thirds of the

total amount of coal comsumed in the ecountry.

in 1916 rallway compunios used 8,077354 tons s

compared with 6,677 tons used by them in 1015,

indicating the development of Canadian

rallway lines and big inerease in nllny teaf-
fie. Most of the coal used by mailway. com

on the prairies was £ imported from the

United States. At the present time the bituminops

fields in Alberta largely supply this demand—some

of the larger mines hh, owned and others their
total output contracted for by the milway com-

panies.
Alberta Could Increase Om

The mines in Alberia already developed
working, if they were all working full time,
says ohief | tor Btirling, preduce )
tons per year. In 1916 they produced npproximately
4 500,000 jons

In 1901 the coal output of Alberta and Sas
batehewan (north -west territories) was 346,649 tons,

" which inereased to TH2.931 in 1904, The #

year Alberta’s production alone was S1) 288 d.u

which the production fu

berta has been as follows:
Tons

output being shipped to Nas 1906 1 383,000
katehewan and Manitoba. Sas 1907 .. .. .. 1004740
katchewan bhas a few coal s .. . o il

mines which produce slightly e .. . . 17400
more than & quarter of a mil 1910 P - ’,‘,"1
lion lens pet yeaz.. Maniloba. MY .o oo L4 504
has ne conl mines at all and 9is .. . B0
is entirely dependest wpon the 1913 . 4 304 348
other previeces and imparts 194 .. . 30879
from the Usiten Niates In s . e BAMAN
1916 Western Cananda consumed 1918 m

wpwanrds of 7000 000 tons of
voal
During 1916 Alberta bad i

wpetation 279 conl mines. The

The lwl of Odl

f i
ent rh.-on‘c.lpn‘&

o
produced in Alberts last yoar
was as follows:

mines afe situaled all over the Tous S
oy inre The princigal & Lignite 172,00
velppament work done dyring Hituminous 2,435,259 -
IRI6 was in the [humbeller Anthracite . 'm
distpiet, lying about 100 miles “'w‘“ 107 959

east of Calgary, oa the Nas Coke 41 950
Estoon - Calgary line rum

beller ip becoming quite an A Toalal Seustain Wise I e Saskien, Wal of Ednasies. wham & Bigh Geade Blanieess Gosl & Peadeed. 4798518

impartant conl Seld, and s
preaximity te the bhig distribeting centre of Nas
Eatean wmakes it very importast frem the point

tian in Weslers Canada Most of the stntisties ,
given in the article were laben from Ms. Mlirliag »

It s interesting to compare
the ahove figures with those for 1908: Toms
Lagsnite g

of view of Nashatchewan farmers. In the past the snndal repart 1o the Alberta governmest for the Hituminous

wiput of copl frem this mine bas, aceording fa. Yol 1916, or were supplied by Mr, Mirkag o thrasite 235 097
reparts reach ng The Guide when the conl situstion the writer recently . ; ke : . L

has bheen 2t Mia warst in recent winters, hevn e e ——
siricted owing to thé shortage of cars available Production by Provinces 1454 844
when the demand for canl was at its height Is The following was the production of conl in Saskatchewan a w.m

:!‘ : sterest of the farmers on 'u-. prairies Mt = e Cannds | fevinres in IDI6 The "lﬂl.. tahle ‘“.'.‘.m w~m
@ hoped that the governgpent will see o M 1hat - Toas of "‘ b welles and ‘”‘. Hd“ ‘. m‘.
suffcient cars are proavided this winter tp take | Nasn Neolog (XL RET) 1916 were of:

the voml Trom the mines in Lhe Drumbeller field Aibertn 4,550 050 —-—i & 4
, Nince the opening®up of the CNR and the Mestink Calambia ) Lisinil m‘

GTF, west of Edmoston there bas been very rapid * “Sashatrhewas M) e L oo re d
development of very lnrge hifussinous mines in the New Hrgsswirk 143 450 :m‘ o

Morky Mounsthiss i this territary Ne far the Y b e 3,08 L 1 B » L AN
ol oG al degenits in 1his region bave oaly e r.” -1 ‘m .‘. (F 1’
bwen seratehed. If the writer™s memory serves Tota) 14500
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