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The Car Shortage Problem
Practical Suggestions by F. W. Green

F W. Green, of Moon Jew. appeared before ike Railway Commieeioo el Calgary, on November 25.
and add meed the Commieaion ae follows

I weald like le pceeeal le yea lb#

C»at reedllleae re Ibe ear question 
■ a— #n aa well ea fanaere are 

eow roiaia* ia lb# aaireraal ery of ‘'ear 
shortage eed grain blocked. " '’Head 
ea rare, ' •• Wheel ia arillioaa le es 
• baas# 1er eraeey," are lb# rrlee of 
famers a ad beaiasea men Tb* stale 
weal ef leadleg aWrlak «.f lb# C.N.B. 
a ad OTP. eetbertliee le Ibe eeelrary 
eelwiibetsadies. Iber# la eew aad ia 
hosed l# be a greet eb. Me*, el ears 
Tb# rea.bti.ed reporta ef lb# railways 
» le lb# plant base Iwee optimistic 
1%#y base I3.00U aiere bos rare aad U» 
ae. Iocoe.oll.se ea Ibe CP R I baa Iasi 
year, eed beedrede ef albs of doable 
track, beside lerrwly lecreeeed terwlaal 
rapacity el Ibe bead of tb# la bee. Tb# 
flip baa 1.SO0.000 baaLcle aiere 1er 
a. tea I space ibaa tael year, «fly ate 
locoe.eti .ee aad I boose ad. ef eew bos 
care. Tb# CNR. .lain.# bJOO aiere t»a 
cars Ibaa tael year, with lecreeeed pew 
er. We bare bed lb# li set of weelber 
aad every possible apport aaity be. beea 
gi.ee Ibe railroads lo ebow wbal they 
cae de, aad eew Ibe elevator# are roe 
alag ever to Ibe early pert of November 
Whca will Caeadlaee wake op lo tbe 
possibility of oer grale field*»

I.isica le Ibe prase reports: Hegira. 
Nor. IS—*' A million beshcN per day 
pesaieg Regina. " Ottawa, Nor. 6.— 
"Canada «rill espnrt oe# beedred sod 
font million benh.ls of wheel this 
year.” Regina, Nor. 6.—"Coot of liv­
ing grows le Regina.” Wlaaipeg 
Trees, Nor. S.—1"Oraia roarhet all gone 
to pieere." Saskatoon Trees. Nor. t.— 
"hfern should bey grale taeke to 
store Mr grale.** Brerytbiag high 
bat wbal farmers sell, that la a ebeep

The tremeednee iaercase la wages 
sad general espeas# of handling the 
crop, Ibe decrease ia price of ibe crop, 
tbe rank after the early market aad the 
attempt to erade the carrying rnet of 
grain, all teed to laleealfr aad eggrs 
. ate tbe eoadltioe and tab# away the 
farmers' pioflt. It take# from two lo 
three years of wkllfal labor of bead 
and hraia, hard work ai-d rarefel or­
ganisation. to produce grain. Slaty per 
real of what a farm.ir gels for a bushel
of it must go lo pay for the various ma­
terials used In lie production. Invested 
from one lo three years at high interest 
chargea before the farmer ran offer hie 
labor product on the market la the 
shape of grale. He hee been ia con I cel 
with the rigors of winters, snow drifts, 
the summer droughts and exrensive 
rains exrennive heats and. killing sum 
mer frouts. plunging through mod and 
blinding dust storms, fears of the hall 
scourge, lighting weeds, mosquitoes and 
sand Hie*, lie has begged for credit 
and has been humiliated either by re­
fusal, duns or threats for interest and 
reps . meat. His labor—Ihe red golden 
wheat or blood colored flax—la a drug 
on the market. No one to buy. Simply 
owing to the inahilitv and insufficiency 
in thia mechanical age of our leading 
Canadian* to devise an adequate plan to 
take this product off the farmer's hands 
and give Urn in return the medium of 
exchange. At the end of hia crop rear 
the farmer, in addition to all hi- other 
dutiea and funrtionn, ia aaked to be the 
"Joseph’* of the nation and store it* 
food for a year and hand it out to deni­
er* and ei'y bred people as they mav 
demand and the convenience of rail­
ways. at what price they may see fit 
to set upon it.

Termers Exploited
The srstem in operation never was de­

vised to serve the farmers satisfactorily. 
The whole country has been looked upon 
as a great hunting ground. The farmer 
hai been the game and the speculators 
or ambitious non sweatahle gamblers, 
the hunters, regardin'? the product and 
the land itself, as well as the-adminis­
tration of i.ur currency system, as their 
own peeuli.’.r preserve.

Tbe method ef handling ear grale 
from producer lo eeeeemer i# oa# of the 
meet unfair. Impracticable, laadeqaat# 
applications of mechanic* er wssswei 
possible to eoecelve; aad le oely reatie 
eed because it suits Ibaa# a be live by 
eaplettatioe. eed Ibe r red aloes tgeor 
eat gullibility ef Ibe farmer# as a claws, 
wbe ceeiiae# te permit it. Hbsrp ea 
oegb ae ledivideal# bet aheeletely veld 
of organisation ia defence ef tbeir ewe 
mdeetry.

We feel that lb# beeleees eed of tbi# 
grale problem la politics. It cranes la 
legislation. The aggregate rweult of 
fermera" operations is a national eon 
cere. Tbe welfare of tbe farmer# should 
lie on# great object of governmental 
activity. This matter of the grale bias 
of Canada Is loo large aad sacred lo 
treat to either individual or corporate 
eoetrol. Ihwalaloe Ooveremcat action 
is required.

lxK»k far a moment at the condition. 
There are ia the three Western Tro 
lieces approximately 131,000 farmers 
with 2 non bushels of grale each to ship.

td4.00d,0O0 bushels We have 
2.ÎM1 interior elevator# with a capacity 
of go.roo bushels each, total -66,000.- 
000 bushels. Suppose these elevators 
have 30 bins each. 66.000 bias, two 
patrons or fermera for each hie, each 
having two car loads of 1.000 bushels 
each. Raoegh farmers aad grain to fill 
each elevator foer times, reqoi-leg 264.- 
000 rare lo haul It, ÎJ00 cars per week 
for ala# months. About the end of th# 
third week In September these 132 000 
farmers arc le open competition with 
each other for possession of these 66.- 
000 bine. 60 of them struggling around 
each elevator for the 30 bibs therein. 
Those who secure them first get several 
rente more per bushel for their grain 
than others. Suppose ytu admit arbi­
tration by a ear order booh, arranging 
lo give them each a ear in torn and 
give them one week to get Ihe rar load 
reedy for shipment. Fi cn then it ia a 
contrat aa fo who shall first get the one 
of bine, which the elevator man must 
adjust. You talk of a competition 
which Is war and a war which Is hell. 
Here Is one all over the country every 
year. You thus set 66.000 farmers haul- 
lag grain lo the track at the rate of

66,000 cars per week or 66.ooo.ooo 
besbcls |er week. Meantime. If the 
railways, by Ihe supreme technical ekill 
of elevator mew, bare managed te bael 
oat during this first week *s work, tbeir 
fell rapacity, aa tbe best performance. 
Ibis beet of weather with tbeir beet 
eqaipmeat this year, namely 1.230 ears 
|er day for sevra days daring tbe week, 
6.780 care or fi,7$o.000 bushels there 
would thee jvwt be tbel week available 
storage e|#re le tbe elevators to etart 
with o# tb# second Monday morning 
(I as# tbe 1.000 sail far convenience. It 
Is approximate).

Now as these 06.000 famers baa» II,- 
000,000 besbcls per day, lb# railway 
only hauling 1.236,000 |#r day. oe Mob 
day eight of Ibe eecond week, there 
would be on# million bushels oa tbe 
farmers" wagon* and not a place to un­
load It. aad from this lime forsrard tbe 
famers rae oely deliver esaetly what 
Ihe railway# heal away. They are lim­
ited. hedged la aad hemmed eboot with 
all binds of laeoereeleee#, uncertainty 
aad suffering in coaecqueac*. They have 
the capacity aad the deeir# to market 
their product alee time# faster Ibaa 
Ibe railwsv* ran haul It awav. This la 
Ihe sltaalioa sad It ie plaie that no 
eolation will be reel that does not re 
move hlorhede conditions at Internal 
shipping poljte end provide the ex­
change medium aad storage.

The rroblem la a large oe# aad most 
difficult both la regard to transporta 
tine storage, aad financing, and the far 
reaching effect oa the progress of the 
nation is generally acknowledged.

Now the question Is "How ran the 
initial shipping points be kept clearf" 
Where is the money lo come from— 
where the grain lo he stored! There are 
v*-loos methods advocated snch as 
"Stop bringing lo the people:" "Tot u 
heavier dotv or fine on power tractor* on 
the firms;" "Stop the people already 
here from growing so much grain;’* 
"Teach them to feed the grain to hens 
and go Into mixed farming:" “Store 
the grain on the ferma," and many oth­
er devices from wise heads, many of 
which may be good In a two-pennv 
show, hot people are slow to apply sock 
remedies here. Tt Is quite clear either 
more grain must be hauled sway la the
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INNOCENT SUrrEREKS OP BALKAN TURKISH WAR
Ortsk children orpheaed by Turkish bnllsti welting for fres food et ons of the relief etetloue

In Athene

fall er leee offered for ehl|-event, er tbe 
eirtfe. with all It# eoaromlieet evils, 
la sere te be eoetiaeed Today lot 
only interior elevator* bet termlealu 
are fall. Net eely Canadies bet Am­
erican terminal pelata are blocked, aad 
•bet eke tee w# expect f Yea do eot 
want te eat a year'» crop la twe 
moat be. Store it eomewbere eomeoee 
meet, bat where la It te be stored, aad 
bewf

Internal Storage Elevator*
Farmers ef tbe Weet bave for fear or 

five years requested ibe Dominion Oov 
crament le lake over lermiaal rleva 
lore aad operate them a» tbe peblie bine 
ef tbe aatioa. Oaee they do that, Ibe 
rest is comparatively easy. A sulfir 
ieat number ef these terminal elevators 
in In ad at strategic points convenient for 
tb# railways sad la clue# proximity to 
tbe graia field», create new inspection 
division# around each; there clean, dry 
and store eedrr one grading system, oae 
eoetrol and, if need be. develop a new 
financial banking srstem for the special 
parpoee of o|ieratiag them, all under 
eoetrol of the Oraia Commlaeioe. Let 
progressive Canadian* develop around 
these milling centres where a plentiful 
sum ly of wheat la ie store.

la less something like this l# done 
Oraia Orowera must develop a system ea 
eome kind ia self defence and when they 
have done no. and store their owe gram, 
sell their own grain, bare control of tbeir 
owe baa blag system, tbe Onrrrsmeal 
aad tbe reel of tbe orgaeited classes la 
our country may most earnestly desire 
tbe op|iortenity tbe farmers bow offer 
the Oovernmeet,

While the Oovernmeet ia developing 
their plans (and they hare commenced) 
why not attempt to a##l*t the farmer to 
hold bis graio on the farm, to preveat 
market Howling and transportation con­
gest! s’

Sliding Scale of Freight Chargee
Aaked further by tbe Chairman of the 

Commission as to hi* views for immedi­
ate remedy ami sample market problems 
Mr. Oreco said: Let me point you to 
some remarks I made ia thia matter to 
the Oraia Commiaaion it Moose Jaw, 
August 30, 19:2:

To further aaaist you I would suggeet 
a graded freight rate. Everybody oow 
admit» it impracticable to demand of the 
railways to haul oat all the graio in the 
70 days between commencement of tbe 
shipping season and the clone of naviga­
tion. 1 he man who does get hi» grain out 
has an immense advantage over the man 
whoae grain has perforce to stay behind. 
Therefore, make it worth hia while for 
a man to keep his graie on the farm 
rather than worth bis while to cheat his 
neighbor out of bis right to a car. There 
are twelve months in which grain should 
be hauled instead of 70 days. The aver­
age freight rate from this point is about 
10 cents per bushel. For grain going 
out in the first three months, September, 
October and November, make the 
freight rate for these three months 12 
rents. Those getting the advantage 
might better pav a lawful extra charge 
than a bribe, kor December, January, 
February, and March the regular rate 
of 10 rent., to prevail; for Ajiril, May, 
June, July and August, make it fi rents; 
railways can haul cheaper in these 
mon ha. This will encourage the man to 
provide home storage, which is without 
doubt the cheapest place to store, but it 
is more expensive for farmers to haul 
during the winter and summer than in 
the fall of the year for various reasons. 
Then let the flovernment give • bonus 
of 2 cents per bushel on all standard 
grades of grain held on the farm until 
after May 1. and shipped during April, 
May, June, July and August. This will 
in some measure compensate the farmer 
for the high price paid on lumber to 
build the bins which have been en­
hanced by a high tariff. Some are advo- 
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