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bring the circumstance strongly un­
der the observation of the great na­
tion, with which he and his family 
sçemed to be indissolubly united. 
But, as the traveller already quoted, 
and who had the best opportunities 
to become acquainted with the feel­
ings of the proud islanders, has ex­
pressed it,—“ The Corsicans are still 
highly patriotic, and possess strong 
local attachment—in their opinion, 
contempt for the country of one’s 
birth is never to be redeemed by 
any other qualities. Napoleon, 
therefore, certainly was not popular 
in Corsica, nor is his memory che­
rished there.”*

The feelings of the parties were 
not unnatural on either side. Napo­
leon, little interested in the land of 
his birth, and having such an 
immense stake in that of his adoption, 
in which he had every thing to keep 
and lose.t observed a policy towards 
Corsica which his position rendered 
advisable ; and who can blame the 
highspirited islanders, who, seeing 
one of; their countrymen raised to 
such exalted eminence, and disposed 
to forget his connexion with them, 
returned wit|) slight and indifference 
the disregard with which he treated 
them ?

The siege of Toulon was the first 
incident of importance which enabled 
Bonaparte to distinguish himself in 
the eyes of the French government 
and of the world at large. Shortly 
afterwards he was appointed chief of 
battalion in the army of Italy, and on 
the fall of Robespierre, Bonaparte 
superseded in command. At the 
conflict between the troops of the 
Convention under Napoleon, and 
those of the Sections of Paris under 
Damican, the latter was defeated

•Benson’s “ Sketches of Corsica,” p. 121. 
tNot literally, however : for it is worth 

mentioning, that when he was in full­
blown possession of his power, in inherit­
ance fell to the family, situated near 
Ajaccio, and was divided amongst them. 
The first consul^ or emperor, received an 
olive-garden as his share.^SKBTCHXS or 
Corsica. . Vj* h-

with much slaughter, and Bonaparte 
was appointed general-in-chief in 
command of the army of the interior

Bonaparte’s first marriage.

Meantime circumstances, which we 
will relate according to his own 
statement, introduced Bonaparte to 
an acquaintance, which was destined 
to have much influence on his future 
fate. A fine boy, of ten or twelve 
years old, presented himself at the le­
vee of the general of the interior, 
with a request of a nature unusually 
interesting. Her stated his name tb be 
Eugene Beauharnois, son of the ci- 
devant Vicomte de Beauharnois, 
who, adhering to the revolutionary 
party, had been a general in the re­
publican service upon the Rhine, and 
falling under the causeless suspicion of 
the committee of public safety, was 
delivered to the revolutionary tribu­
nal, and fell by his sentence just four 
days before the overthrow of Robes­
pierre. Eugene was come to request 
of Bonaparte, as general of the inte­
rior, that his father’s sword might be 
restored to him. The prayer of 
the young supplicant was as interest­
ing as his manners were engaging, 
and Napoleon felt so much interest in 
him, that he was induced to cultivate 
the acquaintance of Eugene’s mother, 
afterwards the empress Josephine.

The lady was a Creolian, the 
daughter of a planter in St. Domingo. 
Her name at full length was Marie 
Joseph Rose Tascher de la Pagerie. 
She had suffered her share of revo­
lutionary miseries. After her hus­
band, General Beauharnois. had 
been deprived of his command, she 
was arrested as a suspected person, 
and detained in prison till the general 
liberation, which succeeded the re­
volution of the 9th Thermidor. 
While in confinement, Madame 
Beauharnois had formed an intimacy 
with a companion in distress, Ma­
dame Foutenai, now Madame Tal­
lien, from which she derived great 
advantages after her friend’s mar­
riage. With a remarkably graceful 
person, amiable manners, and an in-

-f !


