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SUNDAY SCHOOLS.

Non-Catholics love to boast of the
efficiency of their Sunday schools, and
have the audacity to claim that they
are one of the first fruits of the so called
Reformation. The object of this article
is to show from authentic documents
that they were first organized by Saint
Charles Borrom linal Archbishop
of Milan, Italy., This great saint was
born Wednesday, Oztober 2, 1552, in
the family casile of Arono, about four
teen miles from Milan, under the
Pontificate of Paul 111, and in the
reign of the Emperor Charles \ His
father, Count Gilbert, was a Milanese
nobleman, who received from the
Emperor the rank of Colonel and
Senator, and many other honorable
marks of distinetion. His mother'’s
family was no less ilustrions, Her
name was Margaret Do Medicis, sister
of John James Do Medicis, who distin
guished himself in the service ofCharles
V., by whom he was occasionally in
vested with the command of the Im
perial troops. Her second brother was
Cardinal John Angelo De Medicis,
afterward Pope Pius 1V, Saint Charles
Borromeo, when a youth, manifested
strong predilection for study, seclu
sion and sangtity. He received the
degree of L. D in the University of
Pavia, in the year 1550. He was
ordained priest in 1562, and in the
twenty-ninth year of his age he was
raised to the rank of Cardinal., In the
capacity of Archbishop he governed
the diocese of Milan, and was justly
called a second Saint Ambrose. He
lived and died a saint He was
solemnly canonized by Pope Paul 1V,
in 1610, To counteract the ravage of
heresies and secure the morality, faith
and salvation of that portion of the
vineyard committed to his charge, he
organized

THE SUNDAY SCIHOOL SYSTEM,

St. Charles was convinced that here
sies, and especially such as character
ized the last century, proceeded from
the ignorance of the laity and the
comparatively little time that the
clergy, owing to the other important
duties of their calling, devoted to
catechetieal instruction of their flocks.
The deadly blight which heresy cast
over some of the most beautiful and
once productive spots of the Saviour's
gpiritual field made the saint tremble
lest his own diocese might be visited by
the deadly coutagion. Animated with
a holy zeal for preserving the purity
of the faith and rekindling the fire of
Christian charity, he was no sooner
made Archbishop of Milan than he re
solved to pay the most particular
attention to his flock by having them
instructed in the principles and prac
tice of the Christian doctrine. He ac
cordingly wrote from the palace of the
Pope in Rome to his Vicar General,
Ormaneti, and requested him to lose no
time in selecting as large a body of in
structors as he could raise, for the pro
motion of the sacred cause. Nearly
fifteen priests had previously under-
taken this important task, and the
vicar by his exertions doubled that
numnbe St. Charles, on his return to
Milan, congratulated them upon their
success, and assured them that he
viewed with favor the efforts they had
already made as well as the motives.
He conjured them to protect and en
courage

THE SECULAR CATECHISTS
who were at the trouble of instructing
the children of their parishes, and to
establish them wherever practicable,
He afterward convened all the cate
chists, and in a long and learned ex-
hortation represeuted to them the vast
importance of bringing up children in
the tear of the Lord, and impressing
upon their mind the mysteries of our

holy religion.  He showed that there
was nothing more sacred upon earth
than to co operate for the salvation of
souls, and that this function was truly
apostolic ; he observed tha » was de
termined to re ¢ blish man schools in
Milan and throushout the diocese, and
torm the committee to superintend
this most important undertaking He
recommmended the clergy to inculcate
frequently from the pulpit the neces

gity of parents sending
and domestics to
every holiday, and to make parents
and masters sensible of the awtul obli-
gation under which they were of in-
structing their children and all under
their charge in the great mysteries of
the Catholic religion.  So zealous and
suceessful was this man of God in this
all-important subject that in a short
time he had the heartfelt satisfaction of
beholding hundreds and

their children
catechism at least

thousands of

both sexes deeply interested in  the

pious and ennobling task Topread
THE FIRE OF HOLY ZBAI

still more extensively he visited his

numerous churches during the recita
tion hours, threw out important hints
when necessary, and modeled and
completed this moral and spiritual
structare according to the acknowl
edged rules of wisdom and piety, He

next seleeted many of the best quali
ficd and most experienced in the
It , and sent them into the vil

lag vis and cities of his diocese
with a special licence to found and
Christian  doctrine  schools
uoon the model of the Milan schools,
and issued orders to all his clergy to
assist teachers in their landable object,
as well as have them enjoin from the
pulpit, as a matter of confidence, upon
the parents to send their children to
the catechetical school The system
advauced with incredible rapidity ;
and the Cardinal, with gratitude to his
God, heard, with inexpressible de

esaniisn

light, every mountain, hamlet, vil-
lage, town and city, in the vast

diocese, echo forth the great Creator's
praise. Then, indeed, was also veri-
fiad the remark of the prophet: ““Out
of the mouth of children and sucklings
hast thou perfected praise against thy

enemies that thou mayest destroy the ’ and his Vicar in full congregation, in

enemy and avenger;” for then, in-
deed, were more children rounded as
they had been, in the principles of
that Church which defies the power of
darkness, able to speak down the
flimsy avguments of the foolish infidel,
or the deluded heretic. Having seen
THE GLORIOUS RESULTS
to religion and rociety, with which
Heaven so far crowned his labors,
Saint Charles next resolved to give
permanency to a system which,
brought into successful operation,
must operate as a terrific barrier
against the encroachments of Satan
and all the other enemies of the Catho
lic truth.

He at first chose twenty six of the
most prudent and pious of the cate
chists of Milan, to whom he gave the
privilege of regulating the conduct
and operations of the other teachers ;
they were all, however, to be amend
able, and subject, of course, to the
Archbishop ; the election of officers
was to be annual and in every instance
to be confirmed by the Archbishop him
self,  The chief officer was to have the
pama of Prior General, the next
officer was the Suab-Prior or Vicar
Prior, who was to officiate in the full
capacity of Prior-General in the
Prior’s absence. The Archbishop Car
dinal, moreover, appointed two Visit
ors General, Discretes, a Monitor Gen
eral, a Chancellor, and twelve Princi-
pals with six assistants,

To give additional strength to this
board, he united it to the Congregation
of Oblates, and appointed the Superior-
Gienerzl to act as Protector Perpetnal,
while the two principal officers, viz :
the Prior General and his Sub Prior,
were to be of the clerical order of
Oblates. He also enacted that there
should be six deputies, consisting ot
lay gentlemen of the city, who con

jointly, with the Protector-Perpetual,

should superintend the conduct of this
congregation, especially in all tem
poral concerns, that this congregation
should have the government of all the
catechistical schools of the diocese, and
that the officers should meet on every
festival in  the church of Saint
Dalmatius of Milan, which he appro
priated for the transaction of such
business as concerned the system,

When he thus organized the con-
gregation he drew vp

A CODE OF LAWS,
some of which were of a general and
others of a particular character. These
laws are still extant in the archives of
the church of Milan. The principal
duty of the Prior General and Sub
Prior is to govern the entire body of
the congregation, that of the visitors
to co-operate with the Prior i found
ing new schools ; this privilege the
visitorg, ex ofiicio, enjoy, whenever the
Prior eannot attend. They are toin-
spect the schools at stated times, both
in the city and country ; they are to
enforce the rules, remedy disorders,
and sce that everything goes on agree
ably to the salutary and picus spirit of
the institution, The two Discretes are
counselors of the Prior-General and
assist him with their advice in all mat
ters pertaining to the general govern-
ment. The monitor oversees the con-
duct of the pupils of the congregation,
and pointsoutany errorsthatmay occur,
either in the doctrine or moral man-
agement of the establishment. This
he corrects in the spirit of Christian
charity. He reports the case, if his
remonstrance prove unavailing, to the
Prior General, in order that he may
apply the suitable corrective, anrd, if
after all, the accused prove refractory,
he is then expelled. The Chancellor
serves as Secretary to record all de-
bates and proceedings of the assembly.
The six assistants are the counsellors of
the congregation, who give their opin-
ion upon every measure that is brought
before the consideration of the assem
bly Besides  the ofticers  already
noticed, Saint Charles appointed sev
eral others for each school, such as
Prior, sub Prior, Discretes, Monitor,
Chaneellor, Grand Masters, Preservers
of Silence, Pacificators, or men to at
tend the preachers.  Kach oflicer had
his peculiar office.  Among the most
important is that of
PISHERS,

whose duty it was to go through the
streets on every festival and prevent
the people from cursing and mis-spend
ing their day in vain amusement, aud
to bring all they meet to catechistical
school.  Such is the duty of compan
ions also : the preachers are Jesuits,
or Oblates, who attend the schools on
festivals, and in turns either instruct
the youth in the principles of religion,
or exhort the people to continue in a
moral and pious mede of lite. This
salutary practice they pursue even in
the streets. There are no less than
four hundred of these Fishers in the
city ot Milan, They received this
pame from the nature of their occupa
tion and the text of the Scripture,
which says: ‘1 will make you fishers
of men." Thoe diocese containg no less
than one thousand five hundred ot
them. The success which had crowned
their labors in reclaiming the thought
less, and dissipated, and prodigal, who
have become constant attendants upon
the confessional and eucharistic table,
is a luminous comment upon the social,
moral and religious character of the
institution. St. Charles, moreover, en-
acted that the subordinate officers of
each school in the city should meet the
superior officers of the church of St
Dalmating, in Milan, and that each
should report in the presence of the
prior the actual state and prospects of
his particular school, so that the prior
and all the oflicers ascertain in half an
hour the condition of the numerous
compartments.

The Prior General and all the other
superior officers make an annual visit

to all the schools in the diocese and |
make their reports to the Archbishop |

order that their authority may correct
abuse and supply every defect.

Such is a brief sketch of the match-
less institution of St. Charles Borromeo,
an institution so appalling to Satan,
heresy and infidelity, and that sectar-
ianism has endeavored to imitate ; and,
indeed, is one of the most striking and
interesting sights presented to the eye
of the philanthropist, the politician
and every friend to true religion in
the beautiful city of Milan.

ZION'S HERALD ON ' SCRIPT-
URAL CATHOLICS.”

One of the strangest anomalies of the
times in which we live is the serious
way in which comparatively learncd
and intelligent men diszard the dog-
mas of Christianity and labor to sub
stitute what they call the person and
life of Christ. Ior instance our con-
temporary, Zion's Herald, of Septem-
ber 15 in an article on ** Seriptural
Catholics,” has a glowing eulogy ot
Reverend Hugh Price Hughes' open-
ing address at the meeting of the
Fourth National Congress of the Evan-
gelical I'ree Churches of England, In
that address the speaker professed to
adopt the definition of the Catholic
Churchgivenbylgnatius, —**Wherever
Christ Jesus may be there is the Catho
licChurch.” That, certainly,isadefin
ition broad enough, and vague enough,
to cover the whole category of Protest
ant denominpations, for, of course, it
leaves each denomination to determine
for itself whether Christ Jesus is with
them or not, The Unitarians con
tends that Cnrist Jesus is with them in
a more raticnal and therefore a more
real apd effective way than with any
of the other Protestant denominations
The inadequacy of the definition is at
once seen when we observe the un
willinguess of the so-called orthodox
to recognize their Unitarian brethren

The Reverend Hughes divides the
Catholic Church of to-day into three
groups—the Roman Catholics, who
believe in the supremacy of the Pope ;
the Anglican Catholics, who believe in
the supremacy of the crown, and Chris
tian or Seriptural Catholics, who be
lieves in the supremacy of Jesus

s

Christ. DBut do neither Roman Catho-
lics nor Anglicans believe in the

supremacy of Jesus Christ?  We leave
Anglicans to speak for themselves, but
as Catholics we utterly repudiate the
implication that we do not believe in
the suprergacy of Jesus Christ, We
might almost say that the Catholic
Church alone holds really aud truly to
the snpremacy of Jesus Christ because
it alone holds and teaches the divinity
of Christ in its fulness and cowplete
integrity. =

There is at this very time a strong
tendency in all the Protestant denomi
nations in the direction of a rationalis
tic view of the humanity of Christ at
the expense of His reai, true Godhead.

The Zion's Herald considers the
above division a happy one and in con
firmation of its position quotes the
celebrated Bishop Lightfoot as declar
ing the essential and fundamental
article of the Catholic aud Apostolic
faith when he wrote that the substance
of the Gospel was * neither a dogmatic
system, nor an ethical ccde but a per-
son avd a life.”  With a warmth of
enthusiasm our contemporary says :
** With an intensity of conviction
which thrilled his hearers, then and
there, Mr. Hughes declared * We rest
neither in an infallible Church, nor an
infallible Bible but in an infallible
Christ.”

We can easily conceive how a Pro-
testant congregation could be thrilled

with the magnetic eloquence of en-
thusiastic temperament like that of

Mr. Hugh Price Hughes, but we con
fess we can not conceive how intelli
gent, thinking men, who are in
fluenced  through the intellect
and not through the imagination
and the feelings, could be thrilled
with admiration at such vague, inde
finite and, we may well say, absurd
declarations as those we have quoted.
In fact we are not surprised to see our
contemporary let the cat out of the hag
when it says : ‘‘ Such a message must
be very acceptable to men and women
distracted by the doubts of a transition
period in theology.” We can very
easily conceive how people *“ distracted
by the doubts of a transition period ot
theology ™ may long for rest—long for
certainty of faith—gsomething definite,
fixed and reliable, but how reasonable,
thinking men can be relieved by
being told to trust not in dogma, uot
in an infallible Church nor an
infallible Bible but in the person
and life of an infallible Christ, that
surpasges our comprehension,  \We
could hardly believe it possible previ
ous to experience,

The person and life of Christ
Who is Christ that we should believe
and trust in Him ?  Was He man or

God? It man only why should we
irust in Him ? If God how was Ilo
God 7 How could He be God and man

at the same time?
nature of

What was the
His ‘relation to the divine
Being ? How shall we trustin Him ?
What does He require us to d.7?
These and a thousand other questions
such ag these arise immediately and
they demand an answer of some kind
before one can begin to act intelli
gently and rationally. In a word
they make dogma and the whole range
of Catholic theology—dogmatic aud
moral—in a word a definite, fixed sys
tem of faith and morals absolutely
necessary You cannot escape the
conclusion so easily.  You may, if you
please, imitate the ostrich who hides
his head under his wing thus thinking
to escape his pursuer, but if you think
at all you will surely be overtaken at
last by a ratioual conviction of the
absolute necessity of having some de-
finite exposition and firm conviction of

the infallible dogmas of the Gospel of
Jesus Christ, ‘
We need hardly? add that your only !
remely is in abandoning the sham
imitations avd migleading platitudes
of Protestantism and taking refuge in |
the bosom of Holy Mother Church, who
has retained the Apostolie traditions to

and protected by an infaliible tribunal
and constituting the ounly true
tural Catholic Church.- Catholic
view,

s

IT DOES MATTER,

‘It does not matter what a man be-
lieves so loug as he does what is right.”

How often one hears this absurd
proposition from men who ought to
kuow better. We say the proposition
is absurd ; for those who aflirm it ex-
pect you to b e it. There is, then,
at least oue thing, even in
their  estimation, that ought to
be believed, namely, that it
matters not what one believes. Thus
in the very act of denying the necessity
of belief, the necessity of belief is af
firmed. Thus the proposition carries
w th it the evidence of its own fallacy.
It is as absurd as if one should say :
**Speech is impossible to man,” for-
getting that the very saying of it
proves the fallacy of what he says.

But, aside from its absurdity, the
‘“belief " that *‘it does not matter
what we believe providing we do what
is right” is false for other reasons
Man, because he isa rational and moral
agent, must kuow what is right before
he can do it. In this he differs from
the brute that follows blirdly its in
stinets, and consequently is incapable
o moral actsof right or wrong. When
a man is about to do something the
question presents itself to him : Is that
thing right or wrong, orisitrightor
wrong lor me to do that thing ? To de
termine this he must believe in some
principle or rule of right with which he
compares the act to be done, and thus
compared and measurcd he sees its fit
pess or uniitness. Without belief in
some principle of this kind he is utterly
incapable of determining for himself
what is right or wrong, and couse
quently equally incapable, as a moral
agent, of doing the one or the other.

A man may be mistaken as to ihe
principle or rule which should deter-
mine for him the rightness or wrong
ness of his acts; he may in his ignor-
auce adopt a false rule; but, true or
false, he must have some rule which he
believes for the time being to be the
right one. It is just in this acting to
an ideal that man is distinguiched from
the brute, which a
to the spurs of instinet.

Inasmuch as some principle rule is
absolutely necessary to a free moral
agent to determive right or wrong, it
is the duty of that moral agent to
strive to acquire the true principle or
rule.  To say that it matters not
which rule he follows is to say
that there i8 no difference be
tween the true and the false, be
tween the right and the wrong. But
those who claim that it makes nodiffer.
ence what we believe admit that there
is a difference between right and
wrong, for they speak of a man doing
**what isright.” Hence, according to
their own reasoning, there is an
obligation to seek and know the
true principle of mcrals and believe
in it in order todistinguish right from
wrong. They are bound to take
this position or admit that, like be
lief, right and wrong are matters of
indifference to them. When men
arrive at this stage of indifference they
are dangerous. Deing unbiased be
tween right and wrong, and reccgniz

ing no principle at this age of in-
difference they are as apt to
steal a purse or cut a throat as

to pay a debt or give in
When a man comes to belie
makes no difference what he believes
he wili pass to the logical
sequence that it makes no difference
what he he does — providing he can
ezcape the penitentiary or the whip-
ping post.  The fear of these are not,
according to the Chmstian idea, the
vorm of rectitude, — New York Free-
man’s Journal

charity.
ve that it

soon

L S
A Good Catholic.

What are the signs of a good Catho-
lic, true to his religion? He keeps
the two greatest commandments— he
loves God and he loves his neighbor,
He shows that he loves God by observ-
ing the Terr Commandments, by going
to Communion frequently, by keeping
the fasts of Lent and Advent, and by
accepting with resignation the trials
of life. He proves that he loves his
neighbor by prayer for the latter’s wel-
fare, by feeling bhimself bound to set a
good exawmyle, by acts of kindness, by
refraining from backbiting. Besides
these signg, he shows respect for the
Church, for its teachings, for its clergy,
for its sacvomentals, for its blessings,
for its holy places ; he practices the
three emirent good works ; he avoids
the seven deadly sins; he is temperate,
industrions, and faithful to the duties
of his state in life—as son, brother,
husband and father. Given a man
thus cultivating virtue, and behold a
good Catholic and commendable citizen!
—Catholic Colmbian
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A Prominent Lawyer Says;

“ 1 have eicht children, every one in good
health, not one of whom but has taken Scott's
Emnlsion, in which my wite has boundless
confidence,

Lsalt

Purest and Best for Table and Dair

No adulteration. Never cakes.

the pregent day, embodied in a settled, |
fixed code of faith and morale, guarded |

!

L2

MANNING.

The Dublin Frecman writes thus of
a new study on Cardinal Mauning,
from the pen of a French Protestaunt
Journalist :

M. Francis de Pressense, the well
known editor of the Paris Temips, has
reprinted m volume form two able
essays on Cardinal Manning, which he
contributed 10 the ZLevue de Dewa
Mondes. M. de Pressense, who is a
Protestant, has &
co religionists in France for his strik-
ing tribute to the power of Catholicism
and his scathing criticism on the out

to these strictures in an admirable
preface to the volume before us, in

strength  which  Maunir
from Catholicism in his splendid «florts
to deal with the social problem. The
author is very severe on Anglicanism,
which he dissociates from Contivental
Protestautism. He thiuks it isa
lutely unable to cope with the new
order of things which the
ot vor and capital has pro
duced in the world arourd us. The

struggle

principles  of the Reformation
have, he maintaing, issued in a sterile,
because selfish, individualism. lts

bibliolatry and freedom of interpreta
tion were the legitimate progeunitors of
the biblical ecriticism of the hour
Over against this ** floating Church
M. de Pressense sets the tvadition an
solidity of the Catholic Church, its in
herited solicitude for the wesk avd tt

which finds no condition of society un
provided for. Needless to say, these
statements from one of the le
French Protestants have ¢
sation in Frauce
charged with being
guise.  We not
Protestant orthodoxy ¢ 3
that the cflice of the ZTemps is full of
Jesuit *“ T ask,’” says the editor ot
this organ, having stated the gist of
M. de Pressence’s preface, ‘“if one can
exaggerate the gravity of these facts
Each of these racts is a symptom which
suddenly reveals to us the state of soul
of our fellow citizens, would be free
thinkers, self styled Protestants, but in
reality Catholics, Jesuite,” and so forth.
We trust, however, that M. de Press
ense’s volume will be read widely and
judged on its merits,

The French jonrna ist is an immense
admirer of Manning. He classes him
as one of the really great men of the
century—great in his ideas, great
in his influence, and of deep signi
ficance as a type which M. de
Pressense thinks Catholicism is likely
to give to the world in the near fature
He traces in Manning's letters and
early utterances, even as a Protestant,
the germ of the ideas on the social
questicn which were afterwards Jde
veloped and illustrated inso strikingly
successful a manner. He
sizes the ideutity of
tween the Pope's
Manuing's variot utterances on
the labor problem, In  partic
ular, M. de Pressense is struck by the
manner in which the great I
Cardinal realized in practice the prin-
ciples which he held so dear, In the
very heart of the greatest industrial
country in the world he preached the
digunity of the laborer, the sacredness
of mauhood and the crime of making
human beings mere factors in an elab
orates network of machinery. It was
this defence of their inberent rights
that endeared Manning to the
London poor.  When he died,
as M. de [Pressense well saye,
the workmen in the great metro-
polis felt themselves orphans, as
the unique tcene witnessed at his
funeral testified.  The French critic
confines most of his attention to this
aspect of the English Cardinal as a
social force, and he analy zes his power
and  influence  admirably. The
sketch is well worth reading, and we
are sure will bave many readers on
this side of the Chaunel,

baby growth

The baby’s mission is
growth., To that little bun-
dle of love, half trick, half
dream, every added ounce
of flesh means added hap-
piness and comfort! Fat is
the signal of perfect health,
comtfort, good nature, baby
1)0:111(\'.

Scott’s Emulsion, with
hypophosphites, 1s the eas-
icst fat-food baby can have,
in the easiest form. It sup-
plies just what he cannot
get in his ordinary food,
and helps him over the
weak places to perfect
growth,

Scort & Bowns, Belleville, Ont.
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