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LETTERS OF KK}!X)MMEN])ATIUN.
Apostolic Delegation,
Ottawa. June 13th, 1906,

%o the Kdltor of the CATHOLIC RECORD,
mndon, Onb.

My Dear Sir,—Slnce coming to Canada I have
peen n reader of your paper. have noted
with satistaction that it isdirected with intelll

oe and ability, and, above all, thab 1t 18 tm

ed with a strong Cathollo spiriv, Iy strenu

pusly defends Catholic principles and rights,

and stands firmly by the leachlngs and author-

tty of the Church, at Lhe same time promoting
she best Interests of the country.

Following these lines 1L has done a groat deal
of good for the welfare of religion and coun
vy, and it wili do more and more, a8 18
l‘oloeoum influence reaches more Oatholic
Bomes. 5

1, therefore, earnestly recommend 1t to Cath
tiip tamilies,

With my blessing on your work, and best
winhes for ite continuoed success,

Yours very gincerely in Christ,
DONATUS, Archbishop of Kphesus,
Apostolic Delegate.

UNIVE -:IIT\( OF UTTAWA
Ottawa, Canada, March Tth, 1900,

fo the Hdltor of Tux CATHOLIC RECORD,
London, Ont
Dear Sir: For some time past 1 have read
gour estimable paper, Tar CATHOLIO RECORD,
and congratulate you upon the manner in
which it is published.
Its matter and form are both good ; and a
suly Cathollespirit pervadesithe whole.
Thoerefore, with pleasure, 1 oan recommend
%0 the falthful.
Bleasing you and wishing you suocess
Believe me to remain,
Yours faithfully in Jesus Christ
t D FaLconio, Arch. of Larissa,
Apost. Deleg.
LONDON, SATURDAY, MaR. 9, 1907.

A PROPOSED UNION.

A union of churches has been lately
proposed by an unexpected source ard
based upon rather novel principles.
The author is not the irrepressible Mr.
Stead. His cosmopolitan zeal is work-
ing just now along other lines. Oane
might naturally have expected that it
would be Mr. Stead ; for this gentleman
has a happy faculty of makiog bold
strokes in ventures for the world's
betterment. This time it is Mr. 8haw,
Secretary of the Treasury for the
United States. At an inter-denomina
tional banquet at Chicago, Mr. Shaw
expressed his opinions upon the union
of churches. Coming as they do irom
such a source, these opinions attract
more or less attention. Nor is the
standing of Mr. Shaw the only recom
mendation his remarks contain. They
bear the impress ¢f a man serious and
thoughttal, anxious for the wounds to
be bealed, yet not sure of the remedy
to be applied. Claiming to be Catho-
lic in spirit, he yearns for the unien of

all who believe in the one Saviour. No
matter what severe demands the busy

world makes upon us all, rich and poor, |
and severer upon the former than on |

the latter, still there is a hunger which
cannot be sated with bread. There is
a ‘* Spiritual Food wpon wh c¢h God de
feed."” Mr.
church and

gigned man Lo Shaw
sketches a democratic
thinks that his Catholic friends fairly
anawer the oatlines. A charch, he
clalms, ir 8 religions democracy-—where
¢ the rich and the poor, the educated
and the ignorant, the caltured and all
others gather to worship and commune
with a being so far exalted as to make

relative human conditions nnmention-

able, unthinkable and unnotice able in
His presence.’ I'his gentleman's last,
and perhaps strongest puint is that the
mission is not #o much to reform the
world as to preach the gospel. It this
be doue the gospel will do the rest. All
this s true enough in its way. No one
doubts the levelling process of Christ's
economy. The barrior that separ-

ated Jew from Gentile was
The fountains
In Christ there was neither bond or

yroken down.

were made

free, Gireek nor barbarian. American
democracy is no standard for the Chris
tian Charch. There is just as much
caste amongst the plutuerats of the
North and the whites of the South as in
auny monarchy of Kurope. Hquality
does not exist in the United States.
The schools are a case in point.  Wher

ever we read of the boasted equality
wo turn to see the ghost of the paroch

ial school contradicting the statement,
As long as Catholics have to support a
double system, equality and liberty of
conscience are terms misapplied
Religious demoeracy differs very wuch |

from the type which Mr. Shaw repro-
sents.

different principles, its

Its fonndations are based upon
"llll!l‘ a8 rire
higher, and its usefulness extends fur-

froa for all, |

ther. There is also this to be re-
membered, that Christianity is for all
nations, monarchies as well as re-
publics. However serious we may
find Mr. Shaw to be, and although in
other respects we commend him, we
cannot comprehend why, desiring
union so earnestly, seeing its concrete
realization in the Catholic Church, he
does not examine that Church and put
this patural question : How is it that
this Catholic Church, alone amongst
all, has such a hold upon the masses ?
It is the oldest and has therefore re
tained ite hold longest. If it were like
the others it wounld have lost it

long ago. It is the weakest
socially, yet it has the strongest
hold. It bas passed through the

severest storms of history, yet it has
never lost its own spirit of simplicity
and equality. There are the same
gacraments for all, the same Sacrifice,
the same altar—the same God to wcr-
ship and love—the same creed to pro-
fess. The poor know it and fird in
their Church oonsolation. The rich
know it and have to be more chari-
table. The untutored know it and be-
lieve. And the learned know it, and
bow to the mysteries they cannot
solve. Let the proposed union be
based upon faith and equality. If its
advoecates are logical and sincere, they
will enter where there is but One
fold and one Shepherd, the Catholic
Church.

e e e e T

AN EARNEST DENUNCIATION.

On more than one occagion the Rev.
Mr. Ker, Rector of St. George's Angli-
can Church, St. Cathariner, has spoken
in terms which must have given his
hearers ample fcod for thought. Nor
conld such discourses pass without
sympathy from us for the truths they
enunciated and the courage they dic-
played. We would expect the pastors
of our own Church not to aet like dumb
dogs, but to warn their people of the
dangers of society. It is their duty.
For this are they placed on the watch
towers. When in other pulpits we find
clergymen speaking honestly, our
hearts go out tothem. When they con-
demn the race for wealth and the rage
for pleasure, when they complain of
theology being made smooth, and the
way to heaven being broadened by lax
platitudes, and especially when they
condemn the godless education of the
day, a fellow feeling makes us wondrous
kind. These were the topics eloguently
condemned by the Rev. Mr. Ker in his
pre-lenten sermon. Referring to the
notorious murder trial of New York,
the preacher asks :

¢ Are we living among the decayed
moralities of ancient Rome or in a
country boasting of its education and
liberty ? If wealth and culture are but
the convenient instruments for the de
struetion of parity and innocence, it is
surely time to sound an alarm. Need
wo any further evidence of the awful
effects of a purely secular and godiers
system of education. It is by no means
difficult to see that abandonment of the
moral and religious training of the
young musb, in the long rum, end in
social chaos."”

We thank thee for that word. Chaos
is the most appropriate term-—chaos in
the individual soul, chaos in the home,
ohaos in society. At no other point
will godless education stop. In classic
Greeco and stoic Rome the story was
Chaos overturned what
artistio and  political
g ants had built, because their temples,
thelr art galieriesjand their capitols
It would
have been the same in Christianity,
had not the very mission itself been to
tsach, With what patient courage and
jealous watchfulness the Catholie
Chureh has, in season and out of sea-
son, insisted upon religions educa-
tion. Flattery has not seduced her
nor have thrents terrified her. She has
warned the State away. Shehas drawn
her children around her. To all she
hassaid: *' These are mine, I will edu.
oate them. You cannot educate them ;
for you will not teach them the one e:-
sontial lesson they are required to know

God and Him Whom He sent.'” In

the same.

intellectual,

had no moral foundation.

Kngland, France, in Canada, there is
always the same uncompromising stand.

| Governments may pass laws and polit
| foal parties quarrel : religious education
| It is gratifying to find here
and there men courageous and candid,
l‘ik’o the Rev. Mre. Ker, who acknow!-
| edge the necessity of religion in the
They are
fow. As time goes on, and the cockle

| remains.

: primative halls of education.

sown amongst the wheat is more evi
The
time may come when they may sway
pablic opinion to what is the only right

|
iuvm, their number will increase.

aw in this momentous question. Mr,

| vi

L or bewails the divisions in Christian-
i

i

y. 'This disastrous godless edu-ation

one of the worst effects of divided
Christianity. However well disposed
many like him wight be, the practical
| dilicultios of a truncated morality and

+
U
8
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|
|
|
|
|
|
|

| emasculated religion face them at the
| glart.

! Another strong point which the Rev.
‘i My. Ker makes is his view of the
If godless education
Jeads to chaos the ignoring of the DIv-

F'rench situation.

ine sanction will surely cause the socia]
fabric to crumble to dust. Nor are
the signs of such crumbling wanting in
the nations to-day. France is an ex-
ample. *‘France,’’ eays Mr. Ker, “'has
never really recovered from her godless
propaganda at the time of the revolution
in which * Liberty, Fraternity and
Equality* were bathed in blocd. To-
day, infide! France is leading her forces
of unbelief not against the Roman Cath-
olic Church, as some foolishly imagine,
but against Christ and Christianity.”
=m——————

MR. SOOTT AND INDULGENCES.

At a temperance meeting lately, Rev.
E. E. Scott went out of his way to show
his own ignorance, to insult all Cathc-
licse and to weaken, rather than
strengthen the cause he was advocat-
ing. A passionate upholder of prohibi-
tion, he claimed that the present liquor
law was an example of & governuent
licensing crime. Then, with effrontary,
he supports his high stand as follows :
¢ Many years ago, when the Pope
found himself short of money, he forme3
a scheme of ‘granting indulgences.’
Ihis meant that to the purchaser of
one of these indulgences pardon was
granted for any crime he may commit
within a certain period. What were
the government doing? Were they
not granting indulgences ? Licenses
were indulgences. They were granting
power to men to devastate the homes
and ruin the manhcod of the country,
ard they were legitimizing this and
allowing it to go unchecked.’’ This
sort of stufl resembles a prisoners’ suit
—double stripes, ill fitting and deeply
dyed with bigotry. We must not lose
our temper with Mr. Scott. Iguoor
ance has its amusing featvre even
though its boldness is somewhat irritate
ing, The funny part is that either
Scoteh Liberals on the one hand or
Ocange Tories on the other should be
engaged in tradipg with ‘indulgences.’
We eannot let Mr. Scott off with a sneer
or silent contempt, His ignorance,
orass as it is, might pass uonoticed if
he had kept silence. When, however,
he volunteers a statement such as we
have quoted we throw back the insol-
ence it contains as most false and un-
warranted. 1t is an old, old calumny
which many a bigot of Mr. Scott's mea:-
ure and calibre has served up in pulpit
and on platform to feed the morbid
appetite of mobs as prejudiced as the
speakers themselves. We might have
let it rot in its grave of forgetfulness
if it had not been summoned this time
as a witness upon a trial with which it
has not the remotest connection. What
is the connection bstween indalgences
in the Church and liquor licences in
Ontario? Wherein is their similarity?
Everything is green to the jaundiced
eye. We wonder whether Mr. Scott
could or would learn a lesson on truth
and history. It might serve him upon
some future occasion. And if he takes
it in the spirit in which it is given he
will not act so foolishly, or lay himself
open to the suspicion that be wishes to
foment strife rather than promote tem-
perance. Now what is an indulgence ?
Mr. Scott wished his audience to be-
lieve that it was an authorization to
commit sin within a certain limit of
time. KEvery Oatholic knows better.
We loathe such an idea. It is a foul,
worn-out calumny. An indulgence, 8o
far from being a remission for sin past,
present, or future, can be of no avail
until the sin shall have been previous=
ly remitted. In every sin two things
must be carefully noted, the guilt and
the punishment. The guilt of mortal sin
and its eternal punishment must both
be remitted by penance, perfect cons
trition with an implicit desire of the
gacrament or attrition with the actual
reception of the sacrament of penance.
Ia the Christian economy of grace these
two are the only ways the sinner has to
be renewed to the friendship of God.
An indulgence can no more be a re
mission of sin than can the cry of 2n
infant be a sovereign's pardon. To
gain the smallest Indulgence one must
be in the state of grace. By that we
mean he must be free from mortal sin
and its eternal punishment. But
whilst & man may be so favored he may
not be, nor are men in general likely
to be, free from all punishment due to
sin—the remains as it were of sin, 80
that the soul is ab:olutely pure and
holy in God's sight. There is  left
some of the tarnish, a scar of the wound,
a sta n whioh will require either heal-
ing or cleansing. This is also the tem-
poral punishment, a debt still due
God's justice, and which may be paid by
means of indulgences. Throogh the
doctrine of the Communion of Saints
all the saints on earth, i.e., those
whose souls are free from mortal sin, are
rendered sharers in the good things of

Ohrist. As the Psalmist putsit: I
am a partaker with all  them
that fear thee.”” By the supera-

bundant merits of Christ and His
Ssints the poor faithful
who struggle and walk in lowlier paths
of virtue lay up for themselves treasures
which the more heroic martyrs aud
generous saints acquired by their zoal
and fidelity. In all this the soul never

lovers

compromises with sin, or seeks in these
most sacred benefits of religion an ex-
cuse or permission for unlawful free-
dom. The soul keeps the sorrow for
sin and the humiliation as her own.
With these she dues npot wish to
part ; for without the formez no Indulg
ence would profit her, and without the
latter sha would nst be grounded in
virtue. It is the fires of God's purifi
cation she dreads. Conscious there
fore of her own unworthiness she offers
ic atonement for her own guilt and
punishment the Blood which spake
louder than that of Abel and the prayer
of Him who in the days of His flesh was
hoard for His reverence. And because
in the ranks of the saints there are
noble heroes and heroines whose deeds
and outpoured blood have done more
penance than their innocent lives de-
manded, the soul draws abandantly by
Indulgences from this unfailing foun-
tainand treasare. *Ttis utterly false,’”
srys Cardinal Newman, ** then to assert
that it has ever been held in the Cath-
olic Church that the perpetration of
erime could be indulged for any sum of
wmoney. Nelther for sins committed,
nor sins to come, has money ever been
taken as an equivalent, for one no more
than for the other.”” When in the six-
teenth century Pope Leo X. granted
an Indolgence to those who would give
an alms toward the building of St.
Peter's he grarted, not the pardon of
sin, but remission of temporal punish-
ment to those who were repentant.

 e———————————

WHY HAVE WE NOT MOKE
COUNT CREIGHTON'S?

Last week, in the city of Omaha,
Nebraska, took place the funeral of
OQount Creighton, a prominent and very
wealthy Catholic Jayman. We are told
he had won the universal esteem of his
fellow - citizens by his sturdy Chris-
tian Catholic character. At the time
of his death he was worth $8,000,000,
and 80 per cent of this estate he has
bequeathed to Catholic charitable and
educational institutions. Quaite trueit
is that we have not many Catholic lay-
men of like wealth, but it is to be
regretted that there are very many
possessed of aburdance of this
world's goods, who, in making
their wills, seem to forget almost en-
tirely the claims of the Church
and the claims of charity upon
their beneficence. It is well, of
course, to make ample allowance for
one's family, but we know of more
than one family of wealthy Catholics
who would be much better off, in
almost every regard, did they not have
so munch money at their com-
mand, for it has enabled them to
live the loud, strenuous, spendthrift
life, with no thought of businese or
profession of any sort, simply living for
the pleasures of the present, and Zoing
unhonored to early graves. Generosity
towards the Church is the mark cf
true Catholicity. The Catholic who
merely pays his pew rent and puts a
little piece of silver on the plate every
Sunday, and who has a bank account
running into six or seven figures, all
his own, 18 the Catholic whose heart s
far away from thoughts of the eternal.
He has position, he has money, he has
social standing, he has a few years
more to live. What then ? Will his
happiness in the eternal world be in
proportion to the amount of happiness
he has bestowed upon God's Church
and God's children in the world of
time ? Will his heavenly Father turn
His back upon him as an ingrate, who
fed bountifully of His beneficence, and
in return but played the miser's part ?
In a paper entitled Daogers of the
Day, written by Right Rev. John 8.
Vaughan, the worldly Catholic is dealt
with in the following manner, and it
will be justly regarded as an eminently
correct picture :

“Perhaps Dives, the rich man of the
gospel narrative, may be taken as a
type of many a wealthy man living at
the presen: day. His sin, it must be
remembered, was neither murder nor
theft, nor blasphemy, nor anything else
oalculated to excite horror and indig-
nation in good men. It seems to have
consisted simply and solely in making
himself his own centre. Ie did not
abuse or murmur against God: He
just ignored Him ; he found no recom
tor Him in his daily rontine of pleasure
and business, and lived without Him.
We are told that this rich man was
clothed in purple and fine linen : but
that is no crime. We are also in-
formed that he feasted sumptuously
every day ; but no one will have the
hardihood to affirm that it is, in itself,
a grievous sin, deserving of eternal
damnation, to sit down to a good
dinper. No : his faalt, according to
the view of the great commentators,
was that he lived without God. The
wor!d and its vanities filled his heart
and his mind. Its pleasures and its
interests, its dinners and its banguets,
its parties and its social duties, so
possessed and occupied his thoughts
that there was no place left for God
and spiritual things. Observe, it was
not that he went out o his way to in.
sult or to outrage God, cr to deny His
authority and dominion ; not at all,
He simp'y closed his eyes to the spirit-
ual world altogether, and took uno
notice of 1t ; treated it, in fact, as
though it _had no objective reality.
To him, in short, the invisible ®as not

only invisible, it was non-existent,

The result was he lost his soul, which
could not live while cut off from all the
sources of spiritaal life, God rejected
him, and condemned him to be cast out
of His presence into the exterior dark-
ness. As he had refused to give God
any share in his temporal life and
thovght in this world, so God refused
to give him any share in His eternal
life in the pext world. And thus will
He act with all who wilfally exclude
Him from their lives."

P
THE LATE SIR WM. HINGSTON.
Few men conslgl;e—d*to their last rest-

ing place were shown a8 much honor as
the late Sir Wm. Hingston. The people

D

that bring the serious side of life, yje,
find themselves without means. . y

times without character, and . : ?:0
frequently a,dlsgrace to the! hureh
their country and their famili. \\;
hope the time will come when ¢
ing babit will be tabooed wm.. . .;
olasses of the people, It is a - :),;e
curse. L
. ————
Arcupisgor FARLEY of New
was lately in France. On his retypg

he declared that he learned frow upjg.
peachable authority ‘‘ that a .ingle
plece of [chureh] proparty in Paris ws
sold for 15 000,000 francs, and th:

in Montreal, of all el , all d
and all nationalities, vied one with the
other in testifying the great regard in
which he was held. We notice by the
Montreal Witness that our French
Oanadian fellow-¢'t'zens claim his suc:
oessor should be one of their natiocal-
ity. The Irish are an eighth, the Wit-
ness says, of the population of the
province, and bhave a right to three
senators out of the twenty-four. Under
the clrcumstances the appointment of a
French Cavadian would be most unjust
to the Irish Catholics of the province.
A word, however, in regard to his suc-
cessor. From amongst the Irish Cath
olics in Montreal one can be chosen
who would reflect honmor upon those
whom he is appointed to represent.
Our sincere wish is that the distinction
will fall npon some one who would be a
worthy successor of the late member.
e
ENTERTAINMENTS OF A SORT.
A very neat pamphlet comes to us
from the Rolla L. Crain Co., of Ottawa,
entitied ** The Irish Rebellion of 1798 :
Its Canses and Effects.’’ It consists of
a paper read at an open mee ting of the
Ottawa Council Knights of Columbus,
by M. J. Gorman; K, C., LL. B, Past
State Deputy of Oatario. The lecture

entire pr ds went into the p \':h:;i
of » few men, This is the secrot of the
entire question. It is simply hiyn.way
robbery.’’ These precious rascils who
govern France are but copying “homag
Cromwell and others of the s -4lled
“ Reformation '’ period in . lang,
The French Infidels who govern |'rance
may put whatever face they |loase
upon their conduct, bat the publie
opinion of the Christian world will hold
them in the same contempt as that
class who are spending their live th
in prison walls.
S —————

WEe ARE surprised to see publ ix
our contemporary, The Presbytc
story from the pen of Mr. oph
Hocking., Mr., Hocking, as a r
takes rank with the authors
dime novels and the Jesse 108
literature—low grades that der the
opposite of the educated gent
Mr. Joseph Hocking writes o he
writes because it pays ; but, t
will always have with us the ra
fools and the race of liars.

£
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THE LATEST ON THE FRINCE
QUESTION.

Associated Press Despatch

Rome, Feb, 24.— I'he Vatican

is indeed worthy of Mr. Gorman, who
stands high amongst the members of
the bar at the capital. To the Irish
people his subject was of absorbing
interest, for Ireland, a little over a
century ago, produced men like
Emmett, Fitzgerald, Tone, Grattan
and others, whose memories will for-
ever remain green in the Irish heart.
We compliment Mr. Gorman upon his
brilliant lecture and hope to hear from
him again on other topics. Entertain-
ments of this kind amongst the mem-
bers of our Catholic societies are to be
commended. Taey furnish literary
food healthful for the brain, and the
members are all the better for adding
to their store of knowledge. In too
many parts of the country the card-
playing feature is altogether too prom-
inent in our socleties.

A PERNICIOUS HABIT.

Amongst both young and old, but es:
pecially ths former, there are few cus-
toms which are so execrable as the
treating habit. The more it Is studied
the more will the convietion come that it
cannot from any point of view be com
mended. Perbaps the priest is more
fully aware of the baneful results fol-
lowing in its wake than any one else.
He sees the havoc it creates among the
young and the misery and the sin fol-
lowing those of older years who indulge
in it. In a sermon preached on a re-
cent occasion by Rev. Father Tobin, in
St. Mary's Chureh, in this city, be
said that‘‘allowing the boy out at nights,
where he is caught by the glare of the
lights and is finally indoced to enter
the saloon, is one of the primary cautes
of intemperance.’’ Relerring to the
treating habit, Father Tobin said
that ‘‘ it a man were to cffer to buy a
meal for his friend he would be in-
sulted, bat yet that same friend will
accept a drink from him.’”” Let us
give another illustration. Not long
ago two men met on a public thorough-
fare. They had not seen eashother for
many years. We will call them Mr.
Brown and Mr. Jones. After a few
minutes conversation, Mr. Brown said,
“ Jones, let us come and have a drink
in memory of old times."”” Jones re-
plied: “‘I am sorry I cannot comply with
your request, because I do not drink
intoxicants., Were I to do so it would
make me sick.’”” Mr. Brown was not
to be put off in that way, however, and
still pressed Mr. Jones to take just one
drink. Mr. Jones was somewhat an
noyed, but still resolutely refused to
comply with the request of his
friend. Both were strolling along
the street together, when, at last,
Mr. Jones vrequested his old
acquaintance to come into a drag store
On being asked for a reason, Mr, Jonet;
replied, * I want to take a dose of
castor oil, and I shounld be glad if yon
would take one with me in memory of
old times.’”' Mr. Brown saw the point,
and never again asked his friend to
take a drink. It is a habit of many
young men, immediately after baing
paid their week’s wages, to retire to
the nearest saloon and have drinks all
arourd. What a pity so many are
hoedless of the fature. Their hard-

ewrned wages aro given to the bar-

tander instead of being put in a savings
bank, and, when they attain the ycars

ities consider that the negotiat

the leases of the churches hav
broken by the French Governme:
havirg resumed the mnegotiatior r
the same lines where Hducation

ter Briand interrupted them, bo

ing added : ‘'Evidently at the
gation of Premier Clemenceau
eonditions, offensive to the Church,
which are not acceptable, especially
the clause prohibiting the appoint
ment of foreign priests as heads of
parishes.

The Vatican authorities are very i
dignant at the conditions inserted ir
the leases and declare that M. Clemen-
cean has made a secret coalition with
Deputy Maunler and Deputy Allard,
who are determined to push the'anti-
Catholic war to extremes and who hope
to suppress public worship in France.

A Vatican official said tc-day that
the seminaries in France have becr
suppressed entirely, which adds gre atly
to the difficulty of training French
clergymen. The time may come wher
there will not be enough French priests
to meet the demand and recourse wil
have to be had to foreign clergmen.

The same arguments apply to the
members of the religious brotherhoods,
who, in addition, are no longer all ed
to live as monks.

[t is too mueh,’ the official said, ir
conclusion, ‘‘not to permit these mer
to act as priests,”’

THROUGH THE * HAIL MARY

At Cracow, in Poland, in 190!
ginner lay dying. He had been a gread
criminal, having spent his life in ter-
rible evil-doing, even, it was said, to
the shedding of human blood.
theless, though about to meet his God,
and seemingly well aware of it, he per-
sistently refused to prepare himsell

Many pious persons were praying !or
him ; several priests had tried to gair
acess to him ; but, calling them "' &
pestiferons race,"”” he had given orders
that not one of them should be allowed
to enter his room., However, a member
of a religious community, who had beeo
at college with him, determined, if pos-
sible, to save the soul of his former
comrade, and contrived to evade the
cg im:umd, on the plea of old-time friend-
ship.

As soon as he saw the sick man, the
priest was convinced that to endeavor
to reason with him would avail nothing-
Therefore, with a resolution born of
necessity as well as piety, the priest
took the easiest and, in his opinion, tr®
most efficacious means of softening the
heart of the reprobate. He fell on hie
knees beside the bed and began to re
cite aloud the * Hail Mary."” He was
answered by a blasphemy. He contin-
ned, however, to repeat the prayer:
and the invalid, too weak for furibor
remounstrance, resigned himself to 1t-
After some titne the dying man opened
his eyes and said, in a voice weak bul
perfect!y rational : ‘I would like to
make my confession,’”” The priest,
thongh overjoyed, was much surprized.
Great as had been his faith and conf-
dence in the Mother of God, he was 10%
prepsred for so sudden a change. 1he
sick man repeated his request, which
was immediately complied with.

After his confession, he asked the’
priest to open a drawer in his table-
There, among his papers, he directed
him where to find a small picture of tb¢
Blested Virgin. .

‘It is & souvenir of my mother,” $21¢
the contrite sinner, ** She gave it 0
me, enjoining me never to part with it
In order to please her, I took it from
her dear hands. I have often been O
the point of destroying 1t when sortin®
my papers, but could never bring -
self to do so,"”

He took the picture, pressed it to his
bosom, and then kissed it fervent!y,
tears streaming from his eyes. Ie o
ceived the Viaticum with joy and fer-
vor, and shortly went to behold ©h0
vision of her who has been so justly
called the Refuge of Sinners, — A7¢
Maria.

Never
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