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NOTES OF THE WEEK.

ABOUT. PREJUDICE.— In every
gphere of life men are -called upon
to live down prejudices. : There are
po people 'in the workd upon whom
this duty falls more .comumt!y than
upon Catholics. The reason is very
because the prejudices exist-
inst their Church and her doc-
trines, extend to them  as indivi.du-
als; and it is only' by proving,
through their lives and their con-
duct that such prejudices-are un-
jounded, that they can ever expect tP
and to attain their

simple;
ing age

overcome them
rightful status in society. :

Take, for example, a country like
the United States—in Canada the
same conditions do not and have not
ever obtained—where ‘the ostracism
under which the Catholics are forced
to struggle, extends to almost every
@ocial, on political: sphere, from ' the
Presidency of the Republic down to
the humbler offices of State import-
ance. The public, grown accustomed
to mnote the absence of Catholics
from the incumbency of such posi-
tions, naturally falls into the erro-
.peous idea that it is lack of compe-
tency that is the cause—and that the
iiack of competency ds.\due #0.a'defec-
tive religious training and a faulty
educational system, It is, - therefore,
+he duty of those against whom such
prejudices exist, to so-act, %0 -So
struggle, to so persevere, to so make
smanifest their real qualities and qua-
lifications, that the -moment they
can secure, by fair means »and 8~
gainst long odds, amy posts of res-
ponsibility they will shine ' brighter
in these.spheres tham .amy. of their
contemporaries of other origins  and
ereeds. These prejudices 'have exist-
.ed, in a marked degree, for long. cen-
against the Irish Catholic at

turies
home, and he has to contend ~with
them in the land of ',‘knownothlag-‘

dsm” and “‘Apaism.” ;
By ‘the -nepresentatives of \people s

4hat people judged; no mabter “in
what sphere. - Consequently  if ithe
Catholics of ‘this continent wish to
assist in the ;grand work  eof ‘the

Ohurch’s propaganda, they wmust be
alive to the faet that their represent-
ative men, not.only in the pelitical
field, but in every arena wherein the
eye of the public secs them, should
be up to the very thighest standand. |
This does not necessarily mean that |
they must be the waost crudite amd
the most attractive, but jthat they
must ‘be the most competent and
most honorable. They must be ecal-
lated to d dhe deepest re-
#peet and challenige the admiration of
the nonCatholic world. Accordingjes
they rise in ‘the estimsdion of those
who are prejudiced against them and
the Chunch, im such proportion shall
they help to kill out the iinsane pre-

| stantially saying that either  the

gionists throughout the broadening
years that are yet to come.

HOME RULE.—Some idea of the
tenacity with which the leader of the
Jrish Parliamentary party,“Mr. John
Redmond, holds to his convictions of
urging the cause of Home Rule may
be found elsewhere in this issue. In
it he declared that he would not
be found elsewhere in this issue, in
which he declared that he would not
consent to postpone for a single hour
the demand for Home Rule, and that
as they were the only united party
that would return to Westminster for
the coming session, they had a gold-
en opportunity.

A GRAND SPECTACLE.—One of
our English exchanges in referring to
a magnificent religious demonstra-
tion in the streets of Milan, recently,
says that 40,000 spectators witness-
ed a grand ecclesiastical procession
with . relics of ‘“‘the Three Kings'
brought from Cologne to Milan. Car-
dinal Ferrari wished the relics to be
carried all round the city as a good
augury for the New Year, but the
civic authorities limited the open-air
procession to the poorer quarter. The
procession occupied an hour in pass-
ing a given spot. The public traffic
was suspended three hours. The city
was illuminated at night.

SIGNS OF T TIMES. — There
are many indicat that the all-
important question of an Irish Uni-
versity will soon be solved. Non-
Catholics, according to many of our
exchanges from England and Ire-
‘land, seem to manifest a strong de-
.sire to deal with the matter in g
.spirit of justice. Lord Dunravan has
contributed a letter to the press in
which he suggests the establishment
wwithin the University of Dublin of
two additional colleges—the Queen’s
College, Belfast, and a King’s Col-
tlege, to be. established in- Dublin —
whieh colleges, Ifke Trinity College,
should he well equipped financially,
and should be autonomous and resi-

i dentlal, with governing Lodies se-
llecdedl  exclusively on academical
mou_nt.

RERORTS FROM FRANCE.-That
Roman gdespatch of the 15th instant,
reganding the latest action of Pre-
mier Combes and his Government,
tells a story not at all surprising,
but centainly very disheartening. It
says that 4he French Government
hae presented the Vatican with a
note im the mature of an ulti §
regarding the appointment of Bish-
ope to five vacant French mees, sub-
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their vn:y names will be unknown to
the world. But the Church shall live

on.
B

FATHER FALLON
HONORED.

Jerseyville, Ill.,, Jan. 14, 1904.

A reception was held here last
Monday evening at St. Francis
School hall in honor of Rev. P. Fal-
lon, who left for his new post at
Paris, Ill., last Wednesday. An ex-
cellent literary and musical pro-
gramme was rendered by the children
of the parochial school, after which
Thos. E. Ferns eloquently addressed
a few remarks to Father Fallon and

assemblage, and presented him, on
behalf of the gentlemen of the con-
gregation, a generous purse,  After

which Rev. J. J. Driscoll, of Charles-
ton, Ill., on behalf of the ladies of
the parish, in a short address, pre-
sented to Father Fallon! a handsome
gold watch., He was also the recipi-
ent of a number of other presents
from the school and others. Father
Fallon responded to all in his usual
pleasing manner, expressing his kind-
ly feelings and good will towards
not only the members of the congre-
gation, but also all the people of
Jerseyville and Jersey County. The
XX. Century Quartet, contributed to
the programme, sang sweetly and
were encored liberally.

After the close of the programme
and addresses the large assemblage
passed around by the stage and bade
Father Fallon good-bye.

Catholics and Protestants alfke re-
gret the departure of Father Fallon
from this city. During his resldence
here he endeared himself to all by an
exhibition, day in and day out, of
those priestly virtues that are al-
ways associated with true apostolic
zeal in the vineyard of the Lord.

Among the reverend clergy present
at the reception were: Rev., J. J.
Driscoll, of Charleston; Rev. Father
Purse, Hardin, and Rev, ¥.A,
Marks, Jerseyville.

Readers of the “True Witness’ who
remember Father Fallon in connec-
tion with St. Patrick’s Church, will
rejoice to learn of his progress. Fa-
ther Fallon is a Lrother of our es-
teemed fellow-citizen, Mr. John Fal-
lon, of the Montreal Water Works
Department.

AN IRISH NUN CELEBRATES
GOLDEN  JUBILEE

On Sunday last, the Feast of the
Holy Name of Jesus, Sister Harkin,
at present associated with St. Bnid-
goet’s Home, celebrated the golden
jubilee of her profession in the  beau-
tiful chapel of the Mother House of
the Order.

Rev. Martin Callaghan, P.P., St.
Patrick’s, officiated at the Mass,
which was held at 6 o¢’clock. In the
sanctuary were members of the cler-
gy of the various parishes and com-
munities, amoagst whom were no-
ticed: Rev. L. W. Leclair, Director
of St. Pa.u‘ink's Orphan Asylum ;
Rev. Dr. Gerald McShane, . Notre
Dame Church; the Chaplain of the
Grey Nuns, and many others.

It was on the 17th of January,
1854, that Sister Harkin conse-
crated her young life to the service
of the Master. Her first mission was
at St. Patrick’s Orphan Asylum,
‘she had charge of the baby
& verdtable mother  she

t;o“ many a loving little one,
o years she Was stationed at

' in different capa-

Mr. Redmond
On the
Situation

In Ireland.

In the course of an address to his
constituents in Waterford recently,
Mr. John Redmond said that at no
time were the possibilities for the
future of Ireland greater than at pre-
sent. and their realization depended
on the organization of the country
and the party. The hopes of the
ecountry were greater thap they had
been for a generation, and since anx-
lety and the gravest responsibility
was cast on those who had the con-
duct of the National movement,
Land Act was working slowly
painfully. Diflicultics had heen dis-
covered in it. and the spirit of con-
ciliation by the people had not been
reciprocated by the majority of Irish
landlords. and dis-
appointment in connection with the
¢xtravagant hopes which was arous-
ed. The Act was a great one, and
the defects in it would be easily rem- |

the
and

|

there was some

edied in the future, and the land-
Jords’ self-interest would speedily
@vercome landlord hostility or in-

capability, and nothing would then
prevent the working of the measure
which was destined in a trifling small
number of years to put an end to
landlordism in Ireland.

believed
that this would mean the abandon-
ment or postponing of the demand
for Home Rule. but the demand
Home Rule and the movement

Home Rule would now again

the fnont. and English politicians
fﬁ all parties would be made
stand that no concession of any sort
would induce the Irish people to
cease demanding Home Rule, and the
coming session would present
usual opportunities for pressing
National demand. English
parties are broken and disorganized,
and the Government could not sur-
vive the present session jexcept with
their aid, and the Liberal party
could not succeed to office without
the same aid. It was a position re-
quiring to be handled with caution
and care in the House of Commons.
Important changes might take place
at any moment, and he would be lit-
tle short of a madman, if he induced
the party to discuss or sketch a plan
of campaign, but certain bLroad lines
might safely be laid down. There
was a golden opportunity, but it
would slip away if Ireland did not
remain organized. In essentials there
was ne difference of opinion among
Irish Nationalists, and they would
be a nation of fools if they alldwed®
non-essentials to distract their coun-
¢il or to weaken their ranks, but he
had no fear whatever on that point.
and he believed Irish members would

Some English politicians

for
for
comn

under-

un-
the
political

go back to Parliament the only
united party there.
L ] - -
The National programme had un-

dergone no change, and with the near
approach of the general election, be
appealed to all to strengthen  the
League, because a vigorous organiza-

tion uﬂ & united party were the
first. eseentials to enable them to

seize the opportunities of the session.
It would be the duty of the Party to

no government,

and that was true.
‘was oecupied by a

that the unbribed intellect of Ireland
was against the Government of the
country.

In every department the most ex-
travagant cost was coupled with the
most disgraceful inefficiency. Tn the
matter of education. technical in-
truction, and industrial develonment.
the Government was inefficient 1t
had caused the decrease of the poxwu-
lation of the country, and n tne
country every class except poliz

nen

were dissatisfied with the Govern-
ment. and such a Government with
its origin had no justification for

its existence. ’
L ] L] L

The origin of the Irish Governnient

was in crime and shame. based on

the Act of Union. which was a dis-
grace to civilization, and almost 1o
humanity. e would give an exam

ple that would be amply suffizient to

condemn the entire system to which
Irishmen are asked to be loyal, and
his example was that the great mao-
jority of the people were cxclindod

from the bencfits and the advantage
The

a history o1

of university education. history

of the world had been

the making of universitics “Hroughi
down to the
the

most

level of all classes |
people. But

backward

Treland was (he

civilized nation in

the world in extent of the university

advantages offered the majority ol

its people. It was true there was

Ireland a great and famous univer-

sity founded as the result of byegon:
spoliation, and maintained for
benefit

population.

the
the
that

of a small majority of
The

people of Treland did not attac)

majority of

for equality of treatment in
to university education. The Go
admitted that the claim

made was a just one, but the griev-

-
S0

ment

ance had remained on unredresscd
and

Lefore the world as unwilling

the Government stood confused

to re-

dress a grievance under which tha

That matter alone was suflicient to
condemn the English Govermment as
being ineflicient and ineffective in re-
gard to Ireland. Lord Cairns, in in-
troducing the Intermediate Act
1878, said:—‘The Bill is the
sary preliminary to a great
dealing with higher education,
need for which is acknowledged
all political parties. This important
Bill is the building up of the
of which a University Bill will be the
roof.”” Sir Michael Hicks-Beach said
in 1885:—“They would continue
regard the question with hope
with the wish to do something
make university education more gen-
eral and widespread in Ireland; and
should it De their lot to be 1n office
next session, they were determined to

in

by

walls

to

make some practical proposal that
would deal in a satisfactory way
with this important matter.”” Well,
the party were in officec next year,

but this specific pledge was broken,
Mr. Balfour in 1889 gave a specific
He said:—'“The Government had no
alternative but to try and devise a
scheme by which the wants of the
Catholics of Ircland would be met,”
and he added:—‘There is no possibil-
ity of dealing with the question ex-
cept Ly a Bill, and I cannot give a
pledge at this moment of the exact
order in which the various questions
will be dealt with Ly the Govern-
ment next session, and at the Senate
of the Royal University, in 1901, a
resolution was passed that. in the
opinion of the Senate, the relations
of the un\vanlty with its own col-
leges and students ts unsatisiactory,
and that it is most desirable that a
Royal Commission should be 1ssued
to inquire into the working of the
university in relation to the educa-
tional needs of the country at large,
and to report as to the means by
which university education might re-
ceive a great extension and be more
efficiently conducted than it 1s av pre-
sent. But the want of a Uatholic
University still existed. and none of

glestion. It was said that the oppo-
sition in Ulster and Belfast stood in
the way of his settlement of the
question. It was true that the op-

position of Belfast and certain cir-
cles of Orangemen in the North of
Ircland had been a pretext in the

past, put forward by the Government
for their refusal the
pledges made about the university,

to redeem

but that pretext was worn out. e
saw signs that Belfast was begine
ning to feel that she was making e
huge mistake in this matter, even
from the point of her own selfish in-
terests, and that she is finding eout
that she suffers like the rest of Ire-
in the mat-

land from being behind

| ten of sound education. Belfast was
coming to the conclusion that it
would be wise to throw in its lot

the |

with the rest of Ircland, and one rea-
son was that on account of the wantj
of higher education there they could

not develop thein own technical in-

struction in the city.

Was not there suflficient intelligence

amongst the men of Belfast to seg

that, with the rest of Treland, she

| had in this matter a common cause?
He appealed to them if they wonld

admit an appeal from such a quarter

to rise superior to the blind passion

and  prejudices now swaying the

ignorant section of their poputation,

and the population of that city were

too often allowed to control issues

of which they have got no under~

; standing, and to discredit and hu-
miliate the more intelligent eitizens,

At the same time Belfast would not

in the smallest degree alter the res-

| ponsibility of the Government. Bel-
might continue its enlightened

university, but the majority d ashk | fast
copavid | policy

majority of the Irish nation laborad. |

necoes- |
measure |
the |

| . Y
of cutting off its nose to spite

| its face, but no Govemument which

a constitutional Gov-

{rluim. d to be
‘m’nm.»nl could justifly allowing itself
|
|

to be intimidated from a course
which it had itself declared to be
just and right by the ignorant and

| fanatical clamours of a small minor-
ity Ly
| this clamouring against a settlement
lof  the

did honestly believe that

standing in their own light

question, He (the spv'nl‘rr)
they
rapidly coming to a time when scli=

were

interest, if no higher motive would
induce Belfast to reconsider their po-
sition in regard to a settlement of

this question.
= e e

that the
was in favor of a settlement

It was true Government
of the
guestion; yet it seemed very likely
that an unpanalleled opportunity
that would be offered the iovern-
ment would be allowed to pass, and
| so the Government give the

would

and ! Irish people another unanswerafle ar-
to |

gument to show the rottenness and
inefliciency of those who rule the in-
terests of the country. Although a
majority of the Cabinet were in fav-
or of a settlement of the question|
yet two or three membors

were a-
gainst it. and rather than risk the
resignation of those the question

would be left unsolved. The Govern-
ment then confessed themselves un-
able to remove a grievance which
they admitted to be a hard one. He
had refrained from speaking in pub-
lic on the question, because he was
aware that certain negotiations were
oh foot, and for which the Irish par-
ty bhad got no responsibility what-
ever, In this matter the usual course
was followed. Whenever the English
Government is comsidering a griev-
ance which concerns Ireland they con-
sulted everybody except those who
were the elected represcutatives of
the people, and he believed the result

of the negotiations was that there
was a soni crisis impending be-
tween the English Government and

the Government in Dublin Castle,
and it was ridiculous and monstrous
that such negotiations should be con-
ducted behind the bacls of the Inish

people. The time had now  come

when the country could no longer res -
main silent. Their opponents said
this was a clerical question, Lut it
was also a question for the Catholic
laity of Ireland, Tn regard to a let-
ter from Lord Dunraven om the sub-

the promises of the Government in
regard to the matter had been ful-
filled. 4 st ;

Jject, he said if 'it' was
the Government why did they shelter
themselves behind :




