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The Church's Rig

i = Grace of God,

; -uchesi, by the ¢ :

]‘M:,ldﬂll-hu'ur of the Apostolic See,
al 2 % X
Archbishop of Montreal :

Clergy. secular anq 'reqular,
to the religious commumt]e{a, and
to all the faithful of our d]OCQS}y,
health, peace, and benediction in
U\:r Lord Jesus Christ :

I8
Dearly Beloved ljrcthrcu,_—«\’vvc can-
not conceal the fact that it is with
pyufuunrl emotion that we address

ou to-day
Aol pastoral letter of the 10th

To the

In our .
January last, we laid down the doc-
trine of the Catholic Church con-

cerning Christian mgrriug«f. The _di-
vine origin of marriage its unity
and indissolubility, its elevation, _b,v
Our Lord Jesus Christ, to the dig-
nity of a sacranient of the new lu_\\'v
tlu; church’s exclusive rights over it,
were all dealt .with in a summary
manner and in the light of Catholic
{radition, The opinions to which we
gave expression were not p?rsonal;
it was not the theories of ecclesias-
tical jurists that we upheld; it was
the pure and simple teaching of the
Church that we recalled, a teaching
that is infallible, consequently im-
mutable, and which legislators, phil-
osophers, or jurists may either at-
tack or deny, but of which, in real-
ity, not one iota—in conscience and
before God—can they change. We re-
call at this moment the solemn
words of the apostle Saint Paul to
the Galatians (1) and we deem it
well to repeat them for you :

“But though we, or an angel from
heaven, preach a gospel to you be-
gides that which we have preached
to you, let him be anathema. As we
said before, so now I say again : If
any one preach to you a gospel be-
sides that which you have received,
Jet him be anathema. For do 1 now
persuade men, or God? Or do I seek
to please men? If I yet pleased men.
1 should not be the servant of
Christ. For 1 give vou to under-
stand, brethren, that the gospel
whieh was preached by me is not ac-
cording to man. For neither did I
receive it of man, nor did I learn
it; but by the revelation of Jesus
Christ, ®

Moreover, dearly beloved breth-
ren, we are happy to testify how
your faith has made vou understand
the authority attached to the doc-
trine which we have preached. and
which you received with all due re-
spect and submission. We need not,
therefore, go over again the entire
subject, then treated; it is merely,
that circumstances mpose upon us
—who are by God constituted the
guardian of revealed truth amongst
vou—the duty of insisting upon a
few essential ‘points and of recalling
their serious practical conseéquences

The church received from her Di-
vine Founder the power and the
right to regulate all that concerns
Christian marriage. To her_does it
belong to place on the contract-sa-
crament such prohibitive and inva-
lidating impediments as are deemed
necessary, or useful for the spiritual
welfare of her members for regulat-
irg the functions of her hierarchy
and of their undertakings ih the
pursuit of her supernatural end.
With supreme independence has the
church, from the time of the apos-
tes till our own day, exercised that
power and those rights; courageous-
ly did she maintain them in spite of
denials on the part of heretics and
of_com.radictions on the part of
princes, Then, let us remember, what
the church has done during the past
nineteen centuries, she will continue
to do in this twentieth century, and
throughout all the centuries to
come. When:the assertion, or the de-
fence of prerogatives which she holds
from heaven, and of which she is the
guardian and depositary, is in ques-
tion, there is nothing that can ei-
ther bend or shake her.

Well, then, dear brethren, just
question her; she will tell you that

Christian marriages, to  which no

canonical impediment exists, are
good and valid. no matter what

other impediments may be establish-

ed by the civil power. All the Par-
liamentary laws, and all the deci-
sions of courts of justice establish-

ing divorce must in

the church the

“falsely as
“of children, under paternal author-

: valueless
in presence of the divine vmwi;;&

hts in Regard to Marriage, and the Recently
Enacted Law of Cremation.

established it : ‘“Though there is no
“reason to doubt that clandestine
“marriages, contracted with a free
“‘consent of the parties are true
“‘and wvalid, the church not having
“pronounced to the contrary —and
“those persons, therefore, are to be
“‘justly condemned. (as in fact-the
“holy council does condemn them),
‘“‘who deny that clandestine mar-

“riages are true and valid’ and who
art, that the marriages

“‘ity, which are entered into with-
“‘out the consent of the parents, are

“nyull, and that the parents have it
‘“‘in their power to ratify or annul
“‘them;—neverthele
““of God, for ver

the holy church
A xcellent reasons,
“has always held in detestation, and

“forbidden such clandestine mar-
“ringes. But the Holy Council hav-
“‘ing remarked, that the disobedicnce
“‘of men rendered the prohibition of
“‘the church useless, and reflecting
““on the enormous sins which spring
“from such marriages, and especial-
“ly on the sins of those who live
“in a state of damnation: when, af-

‘“‘ter having leit the first wife, whom
“‘they had secretly married, they
“‘publicly contract a second mar-

“ringe with another, and live with

“her in a continual state of adult-
“ery; and, finallv, seeing that the

“‘church, which does not pass sen-
‘““ten¢e on secret acts, cannot rem-
‘‘edy so great an evil without hav-
“‘ing recourse to miore efficacious

red Council (of

“means; the S

“Prent) therefore, following the
“steps of the Holy Council of Later-
“an, held under Innocent 11TI., de-

“‘crees;—In future, .before the cele-
“bration of marriage, the pastor of
‘“‘the parties shall thrice announce,
“in the church, on three consecutive
s, and during the parochial
‘““mass, the banns of such as are
““‘about to be married. If after this
“‘triple publication, no legitimate
‘““opposition is made, the
“'shall be celebrated in the face of
““the church; where, the parish |
“‘priest, after having questioned the
“man and the woman, and being
“‘well assured of their iautual con-
“‘sent, shall make use of these
“‘words : I join you in marriage, in
“‘the Name of the Father, and of the
“Son, and of the Holy Ghost, Amen.
“Or let him make use of other
“‘words, according to the approved

‘“festi

“‘custom of each country.

““With regard to those who marry
“‘otherwise than in the presence of
‘‘the pasish priest,or of a priest who
“has his permission or that of the
“ordinary, and in the presence of
“two or three witnesses : the Holy |
“Council renders such persons whol-
y incapable of contracting mar-
“riage in that way, and declares the
“marriages thus contracted, null and
““void, as by the present decree it

““dissolves and annuls them.”’

Nothing could be clearer, In con-
sequence of this celebrated decree, in
order that a marriage between two
Catholics be valid, in places where
the decree of the Council of Trent
have been proclaimed, it is neces-
sary that the proper parish priest
and two witnesses be present.There-
fore, no matter what 1may be the
dispositions of the civil law in such
matters, a marriage celebrated be-
fore a priest who ig not the parish
priest of one, at least, of the con-
tracting parties, or a priest com-
missioned by the parish priest, or
the bishap, is entirely null. And
with greater reason would it be so,
if the marriage had taken place be-
fore a mere civil official = or else a
Protestant minister. It must be
borne in mind that in such matters
the good or bad faith of the parties

counts for nothing.

Up to the present we had believ-
ed, basing our belief, upon the au-
thority of eminent men who- have
been, and who still are an honor to
our Bar and our Bench, that in:the
Province of Quebec, the impediment
of clandestinity was- recognized by
our legislation as well as are all the
other impediments established by
the Church. A judgment delivered in
the Superior Court, at Montreal,
has just affirmed the contrary and
despite the judicial decisions render-
ed several times already upon this
important question, it recognizes as
walid, in the eyes of the civil au-
thority, the marriage of two Cath-
| olics celebrated before any person |
authorized by law to keep registers |

civil status.

‘standpoint, which coneerns
of this country.

the Church pronounced the sentence
bf excommunication against any
who presume to con-

- a Catholic and a Pro-
Wherciore is it, in order to
within the measure
. effects that might
ever be produced amongst the faith-

when such decisions are Op-
gma and discipline

severe penalties. And

e to ourselves and to our vicar-
right to absoive

THE CREMATION BILL.
Dearly beloved hrethren, you have
learned, as we have,
Royal Cemetery Company petitioned

that the Mount

Despite the courage-
several members
and legislative councillors,
It is a triumph
for the very few friends of cremation

was a real surprise, and it caused us

have legal sanction, is not only con-
under scvere penalties
is moreover in man-

and popular sentiment.

even one of our Catholic represent-
atives had given his approbation to

those who requested it
: Catholic Church that

the less true that the
passed might, in the
future, have unhappy results.
wise, do we consider it to be a «dniy
of our pastoral charge to communi-

marriage

| Holy See upon this important sub
we follow the inmstruc-

to several bishops

| the 19th May. 1886, by Leo XIII .,

“to us, without reflecting how it I
“would cause our society to i
“‘backwards for nineteen centurics

We hesitate not to assert that the

introduction of this practice of o

mation into our city of Montreal, i«
regretable. Does the tolerance of
creeds opposed to ours, or does the
prespect due to the freedom of wor-
ship justify it? Assuredly not. sine

it is not included in the ritual of any |

1ce it was not  askeo

church, and
for by any religious denominati.n
but by a mere civil company. D-es
a so-called respect for individual 1i
berty affect it? Dut who is ther
that does not see whither that prin
ciple must lead us? Individual ho

communism, socialism and anarchy
it is the negation of all truth, or-
der and justice. Ah! Liberty is a
grand and sacred thing, but as it 1s
necessary to perfectly understand its
nature
is it nec

iC

sary that discernment and

prudence should govern evervy Ci-
sion or concession conc.rning it
However, brethren, you now L nrow
your duty Cremation is formally

prohibited for all the children of the
church. None of them may encourage |
1 n it

it, or take any part wi
Let us cling to the ancic
customs bequeathed to us by
thers in the faith. Let us !
of all wations that do not har
monize with our holy do,

sina, and let

us pray that in our dear co
the laws, while favorable 1o
gress, ever and above all  re
spect ( stian tradition

The present, pastoral letter
be read and published at the e
chial Mass in all the churches and
chapels of the diocese, wherein  Di-
vine service is held, and in chapter

to the religiouw I
first,, or second Sunday

unities Lhe

following 1

reception
Given a Montreal under ow
}mn# and. seal and the counter-sign
of ol chancellor, the 2nd  April
1901%
+PAUL, Arch. of Montreal
By order of Monseigneur

EMILE ROY, Priest,
Chancellor

—_ -

MGR, CONATY SPEAKS

ON CHARACTER.
Right Rev. Monsignor Thomas J
Conatyv, D.D., rector of the Catholic
University at Washington, addressed
the Immanuel Club at Iotel Tuiler-

ject was ‘'‘Character.’ I'he cint

in which he requests them to inspire
| the faithful with the greatest horrot
for the ‘‘detestable abuse of burning

» that in pagan antiquitv
ation existed, but the custom of
interment was then still
more in vogue. The patriarchs of the
the Jews, the Egyptians

would have none of that
called by the Talmud an
abominable thing. The Romans only
the last years of
As to the Christians, even
schismatics and heretics,
in horror, from aposto-
lic ages down to our time.

The Catholic doctrine on this sub-
ject corresponds admirably with the
inclinations of our
does with the highest and most deli-
cate sentiments of the human soul—
inclinations and sentiments that we
‘think should have their weight
act of Christian legislation
And, dear brethren, there
i thing else to consider; the
s0 to speak accentuated, in the
touching burial of her children, her
faith in the immortality of the soul
and in the resurrection of the bodv
as well as her profound
those mortal remains that her aug-
ust sacraments had sanctified.
is not surprising
that impiety should have attacked a
practice so pious and so full of mys-
teries, that it struggled against it,
and that it sought to have it gra-
dually disappear.

For we need have no illusion about
it. If men of good faith can see
cremation only a scientific and eco-
nomic question, it
morepver it is admitted by

practice, that the system is engen-
dered by a feeling hpstile to Chris-
tian faith, to the spirituality
immortality of the soul. Such was
the remark of His Eminence Cardi-
nal Richard, archbishop of Paris, in
| a letter to his clergy dated the 24th
February, 1890 :
‘‘professed by the men’ who seek to
the :&ztom prevail,’” said he,
a 8 ient reason
““faithful to be suspicious - of
‘‘such attempt. In fact.

‘“more often nly - afiliated

~ Without entering into my appre-
on of that judgment from ‘z};

composed of Episcopalians

In introducing Dr. Conaty, Presi
dent Searle refiaed to the magnifi
cent history of the Catholic Church
saying that no institution on earth

had maintained during twelve cen

turies its strength and it

had the Roman Catholic Cl

communicants now numbered nor
than ever before, 150,000 060 it
! was said, and more thar the total
| of all other sects. It wa worth

their = examination, admiration and
respect, he said

Monsignor Conaty said, in  open-

| ing, that character is what makes |
| the man and gives him power and |

influence. All men form ide more

or les

Gr
physical and the Hebrews in. the
spiritual. Christianity united these
tywo and gave the perfect ideal  of
manhood in the whole man, body as
well as soul

Dwelling on the influences that

ience, teach responsibility

form cons

has no morality, nor in a morality
which does not spring from religion.
Character calls for moral traming

even advance society. Authorit
sponsibility, obedience, sacrifice

cial ideal based on religion. The at-
titude of man toward the state, to-
ward his neighbor, is fixed by his
attitude toward religion,

of material things, the incr
absence of the supernatural.

i others, is credited
\ ature

ruining faith and despair s sup-
planting  the virtue of Christian
hope

ards are being established. Business, | with a desire to meet all the
! commercialism, trade, mercantile | ances put forward, and had admit
development, extension of influence

cmpire are now a
termining influence
tion, and the inalienable rights of

ty, thus understood, is the source ot |

its true prerogatives, so |

community

ies, Boston, on March 28. His sub- | . of education which has not his

religion in view, Mons

perfect, and these have in-|
fluenced and ennobled mankind. The |
ks sought for their ideals in the |

mn IS

make for character, Monsignor Con- |
aty said = that morality is needed,. |
| and morality must spring from posi- |
tive religion, which alone can in-|

and sanction law. There can be no |
salvation in an ethical system which |

Knowledge alone will not save nor |
re-
are
meaningless unless taught by 4 so-

Speaking of the dangers to charac-
ter. Monsignor Conaty said : “‘There
is a danger to character in the false
values of life, the exaggerated idea
sing
his is
expressed in the literature upon
whigh fashion has set the stamp of
its approval. Literature is  the
thought of a nation. Life is pre-
sented there gencrally as animalism
or naturalism, There is little of the
spiritual, none of the supernatural.

“The: fashionable literature has
1ost jts taste for God and Christian
virtlie, and is immersed in the ma-
terial or the sensual. It caters to a
saved taste. It is the market
_makes the literature, insead of
ature redeeming and saving
et. Vice is made to appear
and virtue as cowardice,
_to break all the com-
i indicative ‘of bravery,
on of all obligations..
. to
This

brought to a close. Mr. Goschen, as
he then was, had promised that the
Admiralty would give the matter
their most  earnest  consideration
iev-

In the political world new stand-

ted that those
sonable, Tle

rievanecs were rea-

d also apologised for

rted as the
of national ac- | the long delay. He (Mr. Dillon)
thought that the onus of refusing to

man have their meaning in the | &grant he request that Catnholic
onward march of trade. One needs | chaplains in the navy should be plac-
| only to mention these things to see jed in exactly the same position as
the danger there is in changing the |1 vds rank, pay, and pension  as
vatchwords of a great national life. | the chaplains of  the INstablishe
I'he source of wational life | Church lay heavily upon the Admir
wnd of all chara n ¢ home, |nlty That debat had  been  fol-
Influences at t it not !{lowed by a long correspondence, and
restrained, st end i destrue he wanted to ask the hon, gentlemar
tion of the famil Divor to-tday | Whether on the question of rank any
threaten to  Kkeep pa mat concession had been made.
riages. The love of m ife and He desired to say at the outset
| children in some quarte st be- | that until that concession was mad
[ coming an anciem hion. |1l would not he satisfied. 1t was
social ideals, desire for o and en vomatter with regard to  which the
jovment, the shirking I ponsibil Vdmiralty had no kind of right 1t
ity. are demanding t t their  request,  beeat 1
[ ehildren, and marriage dependent up- L guestion of acconmodation and cor
on the will of the pa rience could be raised It was o
| tyranny over education, o pat s, wanton humiliation to Catl
ernalism over the famnily 1 vilors to see the chaplain of
Men wonder all 1 with placed upon a lower foot
|ists, Fifty yea ro it . vid than the chaplains of other de
that general education would d nation I'he Admiralty cot
all existing evils and I f not nded t it wonld not be reason
abolish Read the pagn f | rogard to”the percent-
last week think what o fage of Roman Catholies to have a
| prevents! In the world ol t | chay i oin every ship, but the pre
was said that science would ch he made to meet that
panacea all suffering I'his ditlienlt as that a Roman Catho
not proved e Refinement 1 lic « plain houl placed O
crime is in evidence on all sides o he fagsl (uad
Where is the fault? T am atfraid ! He beli ha he real
it must be placed to the credit m hadt 0 it s |
| one cducation use i t it d bigo
i ion from 1 \ d on ] Admiralt |
lefaleation Senat {he vould n e lrish n
al frauds, stock mbling s hoard the ships. 1 i
divore Lo wdecend to have Irish vilor He had (
degeneracy-—surely these [ list of other stat all 1
not the result I illiterac world nimnmbering out '
are the crim of educated which ting Catholic chaplains hod
Religion has lost its hold upon the [ heen appointed In some cases thei
wople, and the rea s that it has | allowanc had  been increased, and
not been made the and wool 1»‘“ ome cases chaplains were
of' -4 instruction We have al- ['pointed where they had never  beer
owed Christ to be deposed from j,mp..m‘ d before, but at very smal
his place as a teacher of youth. We | pay-—from £70 per year. A
have allowed the non-Christian, the | allowances he had not  so
anti-Christian, aad even the atheist | y say, because at some of the
to em ate owr education and | the amount of work to be
those o set up religious  schools | done by the Catholie chaplain - was
are made the objects of ridicule a not regular and not great As re-
hostile to the best interests  of the | garded the outlying Sstations the

Admiralty had made substantial

|

We must reform our education if |concessions, but as regarded  the
we would remedy the evil, We must | main points—viz the question of
teach religion as the soul of educa- | appointment of a certain number of
tion. We must teach religion, not | Catholic chaplains on the establish
vague generalities, not a  revamped | ment to equal pay and equal rank
paganism, but the religion of-| with the IP’rotestant chaplains -
Christ [ those constituted points to his mind

Speaking of the reason  why the lof vital and transcendent import
Catholic does not believe in a  svs- | ance, and until they were arranged

satisfactorily the question would
gnor Comity | come up again and again, He spoks

said it is a question of . conseciene tor Irish Catholics It wase not an
Every man | a right to his indi Bnglish question alone, hecause he
vidual conscience, and ry other ventured to say that out of 10,000
man yould JAp him to  keen it | Catholie sailors in the navy mot 5.~
Conscience  mak the man | 000  were Englishmen-—th wer
Jack of it the coward. Tt i cinefly Irishmen. (Irish cheers.) A
ndation stone of the Ameri reat many of them were very good
1 constitution hving, honest ind respectable mer
11} conti d | and it w v sad thing to deny this
Catholic Church i great comfort of their spiritual mir
| t 1 a s 1 of edud nm ation in times of illness or ap
ne t ot nent that  ther proaching death, They would insist
i { tem wught of evil Lo [ that those who represented to them
X t prine e dife. | their spir tual pricsthood should not
rather eguar *indi be placed before their eyes inoa po
nd to the ng ition of inferiorit with the minis
nor Conaty said in closing | ters of any other religion (Irish

that the new century need Christ | cheers.)
and 1is Church to make and pre- 3o Appgld Forster reminded hon
serve the character which our A= omhers (hat the Admiralty had not
erican citizenship needs, in order to |y, q¢ all averse to considering
guard sacredly' the deposit of politi- | )56 question, and thot within the

hi & boeh place . : i s
cal Jiberty which has been placed in |06 fow years a very snbstantial ef-
eping fort. had been made to meet the

S ———————r wishes of Roman Catholics. At 148
stations where ITis Majesty's  ships

\" []F CAIHU[IE CHAP[A!NS were in the habit of going there were

| | Roman Catholic priests to minister

to the sailors, and these priests

}\\n-yw e¢ither paid salaries or were
| ster-

IN THE BRITISH NAVY. [ paid at such times as they mini
ed to the fleet. Tt was nbt possible
| at present to have a Roman Catho-
of the position of | lic chaplain on every ship, but trips
were short between stations, and
men were not now cut off from a
priest for long. The Admiralty de-
of | gired to be just, and would do every-
Commons. lle complained of the | thing they could,

The question

Catholic chaplains in the DBritish
navy was introdused by Mr O'howd

t a recent sitting of the House

troatment and pay of Roman Catho- | DR RN € il
lic chaplains, as compared with P'ro- |
testant chaplains, and moved a l\"t ANDI-CLERICALISM  has been
solution that; “in the opinion of the | more than usually rampant in the
House, Roman Catholic chaplains in | talian Chamber of Deputies lately.
11is Majesty's navy should be plac the Socialists bheing, as usual, the
on the same footing as regards rank | most  rabid denouncers of so-called
and pay as chaplains in Tlis Majes- | acts of treason on the part of Cath-
tv's anmy.’ It was no wonder the | olics. For it must be known that al-
pricsts in Ireland warned their | though the Italian constitution con-
flocks not to join the navy, for on | {ains an article.which afirms that
many ships a Roman Catholic priest | the Catholic religion is the religion
never set his foot. of the State, that article has long
Mr. Joyce seconded the motion, | ago heen forgotten and is constant-
and suggested the Catholies in the | 1y disregarded. One honorable mem-

| navy might be transferred to one or | her, Signor Sacci, the other day ac-
| two ships. and put under their own | tually reproached the Minister of

chaplain. War, General Pouza di San Martino,
Mr. Dillon made a vigorous speech. |¥or allowing the soldiers to wear

BiTe said, if the representative of the | scapulars of the Blessed Virgin,

Admiralty would, on behalf of the | which he declared to be treasonable
navy, submit’ a regulation forbid- | ohjects; and the same gentlemar
ding any Catholic to enter the navy | Jikewise complained bitterly heeause
he personally would be prepared 10 | a respectful telegram of thanks had
acquiesce in the motion: but when | been addressed to the Pope by th
the Government sought the services | Prefect of Arezzo in fe‘dw‘w,“
of Catholic Irishmen, and asked |substantial contributi towar:
their alliance with their Protestant
fellow-countrymen, to defend this
country, they were bound to treat
them as Christians and human be-
ings. This was not a new subject :
it_bad been raised long ago by his
friend the late ‘Alexander Sullivan.
v 1896 he had himself
r on the Admir-
) had im-

o




