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DECEMBER 26, 1907

“1 tell you what,”" Mrs Might
said one day, sitting up very erectly
in her chair, and lmuming l}[)()ll X
while she tapped her smelling-salts
bottle, ‘‘ the way Peggie’s lmrul(linl
things around here 'y a credit to
her. It was only last night | heard
my man Adam say, ‘ Peg Mallory’s
goin’ to make more money with he;
brains than half the men in the
townships is with brains ’p’ hands

me,

too.’ That’s what he said, Mrs.
Mgllory, sure 's my name ’s Amanda
Might. I alwus knew what she’d
come to, Mrs. Mallory "'—shaking her
forefinger Impressively—‘“ '’ yea see
I wasn’t mistook.”’ : -

My mother looked at her mystified.

*“Oh, yes,”” she said, Peg’s a

great help to me. It's a hard thing
fer a woman to hev’ g farm to man-
age when her husband’s gone, 'n’ her
help’s gettin’ too old to be what he
used to be. But Peg’s been a great
help ; I must say that.”

And it was a great joy to me to
hear my mother say so, and to know
that she appreciated my efforts.

For me, it is true, there was much
worry in all this head farming and
fussing with hired help; but it is to
h('» much doubted if we ever do any-
thing that is of much real value
without finding some sort of hard-
ship in it; and. after all, it is just
such hardship that brings the keen-
est satisfaction. 1 should have liked
to g0 on to school longer, and my
having to give up so soon, especially
when Gay 'Torrance went off to
“ Miss Vincent’s School for Girls ’*
in Saintsbury, and Hud Jamieson to
study medicine, was, for a time, a
source of keen disappointment. But
there was no possibility of my hav-
ing such opportunities, so I had to
content myself with determing to
read and study in the evenings, as
Dick Carmichael, so I heard, was
doing, with the assiduity character-
i1stic of him.

As for Chris, he seemed often filled
with a sort of vague unrest, which
betrayed that, after all, his mental
weakness was the result of bodily
infirmity, rather than the approach
of senility. Old age, as a rule,
comes on with a gentle gliding, like
the waters of a great, quiet river,
which pass imperceptibly out into
the bosom of the calm, deep lake ;
and so we see contented old men and
women, puttering about, busying
themselves with small tasks, and
cheating themselves with the sweet
delusion that they are just as ener-
getic and able to accomplish as ever
they were. .

But Chris sometimes sat moodily,
without a word to say ; or, if he
spoke at all, in a tone of gentle
complaint.

‘“ Aye, Peggie,”” he said* to me once,
when I came in all aglow from a
tramp over the farm, ‘‘ ye're young
'n’ strong, 'n’ it’s right fer ye to re-
joice in yer sStrength. Aye, I've
been through it ’’—dropping into that
low tone of far-away reminiscence—
“ I've seen the rosy skies, 'n’ the
sunrises 'n’ sunsets all light, 'n’ the
storms jist outcries o’ strength,
makin® ye exult in life 'n’ the power
to rise bevond them. But now I'm
old, 'n’ already the heavens is gray,
‘n’ the steady clouds lowerin’, 'n’
jist a little streak o’ light on the far
ék_\'—lino to show that there’s light,
'n’ youth, ’'n’ strength waitin’ yet.
It 'l1l be a glad endin’, but the wait-
in" ’s long.”’

““ But, Chris.,”” T said. “* you are
not vourself now. You’ll be well
3lf!j2|il‘], and able to go about, and
then you’ll not find the time so
wearisome.”’

< Ave.”” he said. “1’d like to be
o' some real use again.”’ )

“ You've done so much, Chris. -\ ou
ought to be satisfied to take a bit of

a rest.”’

“ Ave.” looking about the (’l(‘zylr:
mng, “ I've turned the mnllvmf n
lh‘l.\'lll'.‘: to corn ’'n’ ’taties. 'n the
rest o’ the farm didn’t go back,
neither. But dash it, Peg "—with a
spurt of the old spirit—" |l".\ illl t}_le
harder {o sit here with one's foot 1n
a sling '’

It was Miss Tring. however, who

was my real stay and inspiration

through all this time of stumbling
u’nd Provimg She was one of those
whose good acts it is not easy to
tu'»k off like beads in a rosary . ) So
quiet fmd gemtle was she that in-
deed, it 5 hand 1o tell just ho\\"and
whereim she imiftwenced those about
her; yet [ do kmow that whenever she
was mear | was mnever wholly

a:ndA lTan-s( Steps have almost in-
varibly beem dme, directly or indi-
rectly, im somme way, to her. Her
name was \iolet, but often I thought
it would have becn more appropriate-
Iy “ Hope.™

CHAPTER X.

A Paring Bee.

It may seem somewhat far-fetched
t‘o say that the whole tenor of my
life was chamged by an unusually
largg apple crop which the Mights
had in the fall of 18—, and yet, how
can 1 help thimking so, when I know
what [o-lyotvd, amd that, by just such
tntfes, IS oftem set free the lever
which swimgs with mighty force in
carrying out the thing we call des-
tmy ?

Ho-em that may be, in the fall
which I have memtioned the Might
orchard showed a tremendous apple
crop. 'l Saw it at the height of the
apple pickimg. when the maple woods
all about were aftame with scarlet,
and the yellow apple leaves, just be-
ginning to drop im a thin, golden
raim, left all the more open to view
t_he bendiimg crop of brown russets,
rich-red Baldwims, and Pippins round
and full as the harvest moon.

Amanda Might was perched upon a
ladder up amomg the branches, but
she came dowm as soon as she saw
me, umtyimg the red kerchief from
her head.

““ D'ye kmow what I’ve been think-
in " she said, looking round upon
the boumtiful harvest concentrating
into little hemps bemeath the trees.
“ I've beem thimkim® I'll jist _hev’ a

parin’ bee Hollow Eve (Hallowe’en)
Night. It’s am awful bother, I know,
hevin® people tapsalteerin’ all over
a body’s (she pronounced it
‘ buddy’s ") howse ; but, as I said to
Adam Mieht, it "wd be a burnin’
shame t« ¢t all them apples go to
waste. i -e’s mo sale fer them
this fall. fer pittin’ them, why
the half « flemm “wd roll out rotten
in the sprimg. Jist so much labor
lost, says I, "m” it mever was the way
o” the Greems to work fer nothin’, 'n’
I guess it wom’t be the way of a
Green that’s turmed a Might.”’

““ But,” T hesitated, °‘ what will
you do with all the dried apples
you'll have after a paring bee, and
only yom amd Mr Might to eat
them 2"

““ There's good sale fer dried apples 9

in the sprimg.”” she said, ** now that
dryin” apples has gone out o’ fash-
ion amomg the farmers, 'n’ there’s
not mamy ¢ them comin’ in.  And,”’
—giving her bead a toss—‘ it’s be-
neath mo0 ome to tmrm an honest
penmy, you kmow that, Peggy,
brought wp as ye were with sich a
savin® mother. O’ course, it’'s not
that [ hex” to make by sellin’ apples,
or anythime else fer that matter "'—
with comscioms satisfaction—‘‘ but
‘waste not wamt mot’ ’s a good mot-
to fer ws all, "'m” was alwus the way
o the Greems."

After this peroration she sat down
on a step of the ladder and began to
finger the apples in her basket in a
half ashamed way, as though about
to make a comfession.

““ Besidies.”” she went on in a lower
tome, and with that peculiar softness
in her face which I had noted, most
stromgly, perhaps, at the time of my
father’s demth, amd which, after all,
gave a glimpse of the real goodness
in Amamnda Mirht’s heart, ‘ besides,
me "m” Adiam Might's been talkin’
things over kately, 'n’ we’ve come to
the comclusiom that we've lived t_m)
much to omrselves, 'n’ never give
others the litthle pleasures we had a
right to zive them. I s’pose it’s U}e
way folks gets into that h(sn t
neither chick mor child. They jist
git imto a sort o rut, ’n’ there they
are jogwim” along, their own two
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Offered as premiums for sending in new subscriptions, or sold for
amounts named after each book. Any book valued under §1 for one
new subscriber; any book valued from #$1 to $1.50, two new subsoribers:
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Live Stock.

VETERINARY ELEMENTS—A. G. Hopkins,
B.Agr., D. V.M. A oractical farm live-
stock dootor book. $1.00, postpaid $1.10.

THE S8TUDY OF BREEDS (cattle, sheep and
swine)—Prof Shaw. 400 pages, 60 en-
gravings. $1.50, postpaid $1.60.

HorsE BREEDING—Sanders. 499 pages.
$1.50, postpaid $1.60

HoBRSE BREAKING—Capt. Hayes. “ Far
and away the best on this subject.”’—
(The Field.) $5.00.

Porxnts or THE HoRrsE (8rd edition)—Capt.
Hayes. $10.00,

LieaTr Horses—Breeds and Management.
(Vinton Beries.) 366 pages. $1.00, post-
paid $1.05.

Hravy HorsEs — Breeds and Manage-
ment. (Vinton Beries.) i10 pages. $1.00,
postpaid $1.05.

OarTLE—Breeds and Managemens. (Vin-

t‘onmserlu.) 270 pages. $1.00, postpaid

1.05.

BHEEEP — Breeds and Management—(Vin-
ton Beries.) 339 pages. $1.00, post-
paid $1.05. -

P1as—Breeds and Management. Sanders
Bpencer. 1756 pages. $1.00. postpaid
$1.06.

FEEDS AND FEEDING—Henry. 600 pages.
$9.00, postpaid $2.15.

DisEAsEs oF BwINE—Oraig., 650c., post-
paid 56¢.

LIve-8T00E JUDGING — Craig. The only
work on this subet $8.00.postpaid $3.10.

General Agriculture.

AGRICULTURE—C. C. James. 200 pages.
30c., poetpaid 350.

Book oF ALFALFA—F. D. Coburn. Very
complete. 350 pages. Illustrated.
Price $2.

CHEMISTRY OF THE FarM—Warington.
183 pages. $1.00, postpaid $1.05.

FARMYARD MANURE—Aikman. 65 pages.
650c., postpaid, 66¢c.

SuccessFUL FARMING—Rennie. 300 pages.
$1.50, postpaid $1.55.

AGRICULTURAL BoTANY — Percival. A
useful book for gtudent farmers. $2.00,
postpaid $2.15.

BorLNG CroPs AND THF SrLo—B8haw.
366 pages $1.50, postpaid $1.60.

CLovers—Shaw. $1 00, postpaid $1.10.

PHYSICS OF AGRICULTURE — King. 604
pages. $1.76. postpaid $1.90.

Dairying.

MmLE AND Irs ProDUOTS—Wing. 230
pages. $1.00, postpaid $1.05.

TrsTING MILE AND IT8 PRODUOTS—Far-
rington & Woll. 255 pages. $1.00, post-
paid $1.05.

CANADIAN DAIRYING — Dean. 260 pages.
$1.00, postpaid $1.06.

CHEESBEMAKING—Decker. 192 pages. $1.75,
postpaid $1.80

MoDERN METHODS TESTING MILE—Van

Blyke. 75c¢., postpaid 80c.

Poultry.

PouLTRY CRAFT—RoObinson. $9.00, post-
paid $3.06.

FaRM PourTRY—Watson. 841 pages. $1.95,
postpaid $1.85.

AMER. BTAND. OF PERFEOTION — $1.00,
postpaid $1.05.

Aplary.
Tae HoNEyBER—Langstroth. 521 pages.
$1.50, postpaid $1.60,

PuBLI0 BoEOOL NATURE S8TUDY—A useful
text-book. Postpaid, 45c.

Fruit, Flowenrs and
Vegetables.

VEGETABLE GARDENING — Green, 204
pages. $1.00, postpaid $1.10.

FLOWERS AND How 10 GROW THEM—Rex-
ford. 175 pages. 50c., postpaid 850,

AMATEUR FRUIT-GROWING— Bamuel B. -
Green. 6x7 inches 184 pages, with num-
erous fly leaves for notes; bound in
cloth and illustrated. 60c.. postpaid
66c.

Tee NURSERY Boox—By Prof. L. H.
Badley. A complete guide to the multi-
plication of plants. 865 pages: illustras-
ed. Very practical. $1.00 postpaid.

Plant, Animal Life,
Nature Study

THE STORY OF THE PLANTS—Grant Allen.
218 pages. 40c., postpaid 45¢. f

Inseors INJURIOUS TOo FrUTTS—Saun-
ders. 436 pages $8.00, postpaid $8.15.
How T0 TEACE THE NATURRE STUDY
CoursE—By John Dearness. M.A.,, Lon-
don Normal S8chool Best work issued
on this subject. Illustrated. 206 pages.

Postpaid, 660.

Mlsopllunoou-.

* BRIGHT IDEAS ¥OR ENTERTAINING.''—
Best book on subject ever published.
235 p. For one new subscriber. Price,
60c., postpaid.

LANDSCAPE GARDENING—S. T. Maynard.
338 pages. $1.50 postpaid $1.60.

Birps THAT HOUNT AND ARE HUNTED—
Neltje Blanchan 860 pages. $2.25, post-
paid $2.40.

CARPENTERS' AND JOINERS' HANDBOOK—

* 760., postpaid 80c

AMERICAN TANNER—Briggs. 25c., pos$-
paid 80c.

TaxmpeErMY—Hasluck. 60c., postpaid 56¢.

BACTERIA, YEASTS AND MOLDS IN THE
Hom®—Prof. W. B. Conn. $1.00, post-
paid $1.05.

TraoTION ENGINE—Postpaid. $1.05.

FarM BuiLpiNgs—$2.00, postpaid $3.15.

have honest workers. Changing the name from ome mem-
g: :;;ul:;:o ;:usehold to another, or deception of any kind, will not be

allowed. If discovered, the premium will be withheld.

The William Weld Co., Limited,
London, Ont.
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