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Grain for Cow» on Grass
l:. L. Anderton, Oxford Co., On*.

Q H.' LL we or shall we not feed grain to 
D 01 pasture? I have found that cos in 
luiuri.i. • pasture will not respond to grain feed- 
•ng. Luxuriant pastures, however, are now the 
exception and the most of us have to choose be
tween .1 < riously decreased milk flow or supple
mentary feeding. Soiling crops, 
and pea sown early in the spring, will fill the 
gap bei1 seen pasture and after grass 
Even il feeding these, however, I favor a little 
grain m that the water content of soiling crops 
is so high that the heavy 
eat sufficient to meet her 
Along with soiling crops I believe that grain 
will in< rt-ase the milk flow just about enough to 
pay for the extra feed. On looking up the sub
ject recently I found that an experiment con
ducted .it Cornell University substantiates my 
views on the value of feeding grain to

In the experiment to which I refer a herd of 
cows owned by a New York farmer which had 
Seen lightly fed during the winter, were divided 
into two lots of eight each, all grazing on the

year-olds and three-year-olds developed into bet
ter animals than their stable mates having no Demission Aid to Form Forestry

" I ’HE Dominion Government is taking 
1 live interest in farm forestry. Farm andI find that similar experiments have been 

ducted at other stations with results Dairy recently had a call from Mr. B. R. Mor
ton, with the Forestry Division at Ottawa, who 
gave us some interesting facts about the work of 
the Department with which he is connected.

‘Our work so far as it affects Eastern Canada/’ 
st.id Mr. Morton, “is largely of an advisory char
acter, and mostly carried on by correspondence. 
Farmers write to us telling of their problems, 
and we advise them as to the best course to 
pursue. Occasionally, special arrangements are 
made whereby we visit a farmer’s wood lot, mark 
trees for cutting, give advice on planting, and 
so forth.

our table u The extra grain increased the milk flow just about 
sufficiently to pay the cost of the extra feed. In 
none of these cases, however, was the grain fed 
to animalsr ma' lune «
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on dry pasture with no other sup-such as oats
plementary feeding.

I myself find that cows in good pasture will 
not eat any grain unless they are exceedingly 
heavy milkers. With an abundance of soiling crops 
they do not eat much. But were I to fall short 
of soiling crops, I would not hesitate one min
ute to feed grain to my cows, both for 
and future results, 
only be determined by the use of the scales, 
making careful note of the results in milk flow! 
according to the grain fed.

milking cow cannot 
food requirements.

The amount to feed can In such cases the farmer must pay
travelling expenses."

It is in the West, however, that the Domision 
“We don’t give 

away trees in the East," said Mr. Morton, “but 
in the West we have given away thousands. 
There everyone who gets trees is visited 
before planting and then again after he gets the 
trees the following spring. In this second visit 
he is given advice 
after planting he gets a third visit, with advice 
on the care of the trees. If it is found that the 
farmer has taken good care of his trees he is 
recommended to get a second shipment. Occa
sionally men are kept on our list for supervision 
for three or four years. I might mention that 
practically all of the forestry work done in the 
West is being done by the Dominion Department, 
there being little provincial work done."

Government is most active.

Keep Cows Housed
A. McLaren, Northumberland Co.. Ont. 

/~\UR experience leads us to believe that cat- 

tie. particularly dairy cows, do much better 
if kept in the stable on planting. The summer

on exceedingly hot days.
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TUB WORK tS POPULAR.
“How are the people taking hold of the idea?”

“We can’t supply half enough trees," was the 
answer. “We have to limit all as to the number 
of trees they get and the number of times they 
get them. So far one man is only allowed two 
consignments of trees. Most of these trees are 
planted for shelter belts, many more are planted 
for beautification. Very few farmers have plant
ed purely for fuel supply, although some have.”

“Could fuel be properly grown in Western Can
ada?” we asked.

“At our nursery at Indian Head,” said Mr. 
Morton, “we keep track of cost of planting, cost 
of cultivating, rental value of land, and so on. 
From a piece of Russian poplar planted four feet 
apart each way in 1906, we cut 18 cord, of fire
wood an acre in 1914. The poorest cordwood 
will sell at $4 while the best cordwood will sell 
at $7 a cord. 1 forget the exact figures, but 1 
know that we made a profit on the fuel crop. This 
was not considv ed to be ripe for cutting but a 
fungus disease was getting in and it had to be 
cut. A few vears more and we would have gotten 
larger revenue and greater profits.”

The conversation then switched back to On
tario and we were soon discussing the advisa
bility of a farmer growing his own fuel. Mr. 
Morton estimated that an average acre of wood- 
lot would produce 6 cords of wood a year, and 
with right management, 7 to 8 cords. We did 
not see where such a return as this would yield 
a profit on the investment.

“I will agree,” said Mr. Morton quickly, “that 
a man can gut more from land by cropping than 
by forestry, but suppose that on the farm there 
is a steep or stony hillside. Can he not keep 
that in bush to advantage ?” We agreed that he
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same pasture. Each cow of lot 1 was fed four 
quarts daily of a mixture of two parts corn meal, 
one part wheat bran, and one part cotton seed 
meal by weight. The test began May 23rd 
August 10th, the pastures being poor, both loti 
•ere fed green fodder corn and later

I III- r 1 :ulllorn, • nabling 
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Heat and flies are not conducive to milk pro
duction, or to cow comfort. Hot weather is 
worse. On many farms there is no water in the
pastures and cows have to come all the 
the barn to get a supply.

It seems reasonable to believe, and it has 
proved true in my experience, that dairy 
in a darkened stable, well ventilated, and with 
water constantly before them, give more milk 
and keep in better thrift than when they are 
turned out to pasture. We feed

for gasoline 
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last prohibit

een mil
let was substituted for the corn, 
meadow grass and pumpkins in generous quan
tity. Even if the cows got no grain feed they 
would have been much better fed than are the

on most farms. The trial lasted 22 weeks. 
The eight cows in lot No. 1 were given 6,200 

lbs. of grain and gave 4,931 lbs. or 28 per cent, 
more milk than those

our cows any
way so they are not at any disadvantage when 
not on^the pasture. They are always on pasture

My ideal pasture is one with a thick grove of 
trees and a stream running through it. Under 
conditions such as these it would not be necessary 
to house the cows during the day. Until we get 
such a pasture, however, we will depend on stab- 
IHg by day and pasture by night with, of course, 
supplementary feeding.
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getting no grain. Both 
lots gaim d in weight, the grain-fed cows showing 
the greatest gain. I believe that had these 
not received soiling crops, as is the case on most 
firms, that the grain feeding would have shown 
much greater returns.

The m.m who feeds grain to his cows on short 
pastures 1, reives another benefit. He is working 

following year the same 
cows th.it were used in this Cornell University 
«perim.ii were back on pasture as usual with 
no grain The cows in lot No. 1 averaged 16 per 
" m<l" milk than those in lot No. 2, and it 
seems re unable to assume that this increased 
production was due to the grain fed the preced- 
>BÏ year It was noted that the grain fed two
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for futur results. The
Just think what possibilities there lie in

12 or 14 year old boy on leaving school if he 
knew the secrets of the weeds, the soils, the 
grains, if he had been stirred into expcrimgjyting 
for himself through simple experiments that 
the schoolmaster had initiated him into —Prof. 
S. B. McCready, O.A.C., Guelph.

CAR* or FARM WOOD LOT.
In speaking of the care of the farm wood-lot, 

Mr. Morton said, “People have an idea that 
young trees aren’t worth anything. The first ob
ject of our work is protection. We are advo
cating that cattle and sheep be kept out of the 

(Concluded on page 6)


