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took three days to attend the fair, in-
cluding a day going and another re-
turning. They attended largely with
the object of meeting friends whom
they were able to see about only once
a year. The lack of railroads and the
poor roads made it impossible for peo-
ple to attend from any great distances.
The result was that societies sprang
up in all parts of the provinee until
there were some 400 of them.

During the last thirty or forty years
conditions have changed completely.
The country has become gridironed
with railroads. Immense swamps have

been drained and millions of “uiiars’

have been spent improving our coun-
try roads. The result is that it is now
easier and cheaper, owing to the low
excursion rates given, to go 100 miles
over the railronds, to attend our large
exhibitions than it used to be to drive
25 miles to a local exhibition. For the
most part, however, our small local
societies continue to exist although
the need for many of them has long
since disappeared. There are many
small exhibitions that are doing splen-
did work. There are others at which
almost nothing but grade stock is
shown. That stock, often, is of the most
The prizer offered
by the societies are so smali that it

e, | does not pay either farmers or breed-

ers to exhibit
improvement.

What we want is fewer but larger
and better exhibitions. Ontario would
be better off if it had about only one
half the number of egricultural so-
cieties that now exist. Even then
there would be dbout three exhibitions
for each county. The remaining so-
cieties would then represent larger
districts, they would—on the present
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TOO MANY SOCIETIES

In view of the fact that the Ontario
Association of Fairs and Exhibitions
has decided to ask the Ontario Gov-
ernment to increase its yearly direct
grant to the societies from $70,000 to
$100,000 a year, or by over forty per
cent., it is advisablé that the whole
question shall be looked into very
thoroughly.

The first agricultural societies were
formed over 100 years ago. Most of
them were established in the days
when most parts of the provinee were
just emerging out of the woods and
out of the wilderness. At that time
there were few railroads and the com-
mon roads of the country were so bad
it required a day to travel only a few
miles. In those days the county or
local fair was the great event of the
year. The settlers used to throng to it
from all directions. Many of them

appr about double
their present government grants, they
would be able to offer larger prizes
and there would be a general improve-
ment in the character of the stock and
articles shown. This would all tend
to make the exhibitions of greater
educational value.

Instead of increasing the total grant
to the agricultural societies the gov-
ernment will do well to encourage the
holding of fewer but larger and better
exhibitions. Our agricultural societies
now receive grants in proportion to
the amounts they expend for agrieul-
tural purposes. At present, none are
allowed to draw a grant exeeeding
$800. By increasing the maximum
grant to §1,600 or $2,000 it would ena-
ble our larger and better societies to
expand and improve, and in this way
the poorer societies would gradually
die as they failed to do enough work
to justify their existence.

KEEPING THE CATTLE CLEAN

Now that the stabling season is at
hand, some effort should pe put forth
to keep milch cows in & clean sanitary
condition. Much can be done towards
this end by clipping the flanks of the
cattle with a pair of horse clippers.
The rough hair from the brush of the
tail up should also be clipped off, as
well as ull tags and coarse hair on the
udder.

Frequently the stalls are too long,
thus catching the droppings and mak-
ing it impossible to keep a cow pro-
perly bedded. In such casees, the
time required to shorten these stalls

and make them more suitable for lholr
occupants will be well repaid. It is
not only unpleasant to see filthy dairy
cattle but it is highly unsanitary as
well, for much of it is bound to drop
off during the process of milking.

The Ontario Government has em-
powed its sanitary inspectors to in-
spect dairy stables and where the con-
ditions are not what they should be,
to take action to have them remedied.
We may a4 well recognize and meet
the great need for properly caring fo
cattle in this respect. Then should an
inspector drop in, there would b:
nothing to be sorry for. At the begin-
ning of the season is the time to at-
tend to this matter.
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CERTIFICATES FOR MAKERS

In considering this topic the ques-
tion naturally arises, what™ is to be
done with the maker now managing
a factory but who cannot qualify for
a certificate? It would be a hardship
to deprive a man of his livelihood and
prevent him from pursuing his ecall-
ing, and in which he may have spent
many years of his life. Some allow-
ance would have to be made to meet
cases of this kind. In fact it is doubt-
ful if any body of legislators could b
induced to pass legislation that would
prevent a man from pursuing a calling
in which he has lawfully engaged for
many years. . An interim ocertificute
might be granted and a chance given
the maker to improve.

We question, however, if there are
many makers in Ontario, who have
been in the business for a number of
years and who have risen to the status
of managers who could not qualify for
a certificate under a pretty stiff exam.
ination. With regard to the few
who could not qualify, the situation
would work its own cure. It would
not be necessary to prevent such from
making cheese, The very fact that
they were not possessors of certificates
would make factory-owners hesitate
about engaging them and it would not
be long until they were out of the bus-
iness altogether and engaged in some
other calling.

8o far as apprentices are concerned
a law compelling makers to secure
certificates would not infliet any hard-
ships on these even if it came into
foree at once. If they could not qual-
ify this year they could next, and if
there was no possibility of their ever
being able to do so, the industry
would gain a great deal more than
they would lose by withholding a oer
tificate altogether. The dairy schools
and some of the best factories in t!
land are open to such, and thay have
every opportunity to perfeet them.
selves in their chosen calling. It il
different with a married man with a
family, who has been managing a fac-
tory for a time, He may find it diffi-
cult to get away even for a few weeks
to attend a dairy school, If he could
afford the time he might not be able
to find the means to do so. The very
fact that he has been engaged in the
business for some yeard, and is not
able to qualify for a certificate, would
be an indication that he has spent his
time in some small out-of-date factory,
where there is no money in the busi-
ness for anybody. Great leniency will
have to be exercised towards these in

any legislation mnklng to the estab-
lishment of a system of granting cer-
tificates.

But this is of mino: imporiance as
compared with the greater advantages
to be derived from such legislution,
As we pointed out in a previous issue,
the position of makers generally would
be greatly improved by the granting
of certificates. Their calling would b»
on a higher plane, there would be less
competition for places from cheap
men, and a better standard of wages
would prevail. The factories us well
as the makers would be benefitted. It
would be worth something to a factory
to know that the man they engaged
to manage the business was qualified
for the work. Fectories could afford
to pay a higher rate for making under
such guarantee as to the quality of the
product to be made.

Nevertheless, the devising of a
scheme for granting certificates re-
quires eareful consideration. The
standard must not be so high that it
will shut out capable men on some
mere technicality. Then again it must
not be so low us to make the ecertifi-
cates of little value for the purpose
for which they are intended, that of
raising the status of the cheese and
butter-makers of this country. A stari
might be made by granting cettificates
to makers who could qualify, but not
making it compulsory for factories to
engage only men with certificates
After a year or two a further step
might be taken and dllow no one to
manage a factory unless he possessed
a certificate,

HOME-GROWN MANGEL SEED
Attention may profitably be direct-
ed to the experiments recently carried
on_ by the Experimental Department
of the Ontario Agricultural College in
connection with home grown mangel
seed. These experiments are of parti-
cular interest just now owing to the
partial failure of the mangel crop this
past season, which failure was attri-
buted in many instances to the infer-
ior grade of seed that was on the mar-
ket lnst spring. Mangels are becom-
ing n and more popular on account
of their freedom from pests, and the
great difficulty experienced, of late
years, in growing a profitable erop of
turnips due to plant lice, rot and
blight, to which they are her.
If it js possible to increase our
yields of mangels over ten tons an
by means of some-grown seed, as
ne in the Experimental Depart.
the Ontario Agricultural Col-
» past year, it surely would be
while to produce and use such
soud.  Although the practice of grow-
ing the seed in this climate is attended
with considerable extra labor, a single
root under favorable conditions pro-
duces a large amount of seed. Thus it
is possible for one to produce at least
all the seed required for his own use,
¥ the growing
of the mangel erop to our dairy inter-
ests as well as to other branches of the
live stock industry, the possibility of
improving the yields, by so simple a
method as outlined on another page of
this issue, is worthy of note. Those
who are at all extensively engaged in
the production of mangels for their
stocks would do well to save & few




