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THE HARVESTERS IN HISTORY
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VER since Ruth went glean
E ing in Boaz's field, the
gathering of grain  ha

has occupied a very import
ant position in  the history
f mankind, and even before this

time, long

g centuries ago, perhaj

en thousand years before h
tory began; the men gathered
the sced of wild grass, the
women rubbed it out between
their hands, and crushed
tween rude

stones, making it

into an edible

product I'hey

ate and were sat-
little
did they care for
the future, but as
the population of
the earth in
creased, the
leisured class
sprang up to feed
and

ished, and

and

feast upon
the many, therc
arose a demand
for the edible
grain that could
not be supplied
with the means
then at hand. Man
further found that
he did not have
to depend upon
nature to plant
the seed, but that
he could sow it
himself, and

thereby increase
in yield in an ar
tificial way. It is
easy to sow but it was not so casy
to reap. The season for planting
consisted of many days, but the
harvesting season was short, and
they that would gather any con
siberable quantity of grain must
do it quickly or lose the greater
part of it. Accordingly the more

business like the grain grow
or en om ancient times
W t for the ever-growing
vheat rops they must have

han the slow
method of hand labor
the stocks were pulled
I und, and the wheat
ubbed out by the hand. Just
would be had ab

t the

omething better
inefficient
hereby

¢ T

what this they

lutely no idea, in fac man

with an inventive craze had not

Dinner

Time

vet appeared upon the scene, and
cven if he had it would have
been utterly impossible for him
to have shaped even the rudest
tool with th then at
hand. Those times when
men ate to live and not to satisfy
a gluttonous appetite.

means
were

['he first step vards a har
ting implement is foun
the invention of the sickle it
One must not for a moment com
pare the sickle of today w he
Id crude tool of the ancients

far from it, f we had no steel
ills in those days to turn out
razor-like proauct, but n the
ther hand every piece of iron
haped in e rude
v, and it was impossible

n Old Devon

v temper that would permit of its
being drawn out to anything like

a sharp edge. The sickle how-
ever, did its work, and did it
well, but a desire for something
better grew apace, and in the
vear 70 A. D. we find the wheat
growers in ancient Gaul using

1 crude contrivance that could be
made to gather the yield of
heat ['he reports of Roman
then Living show that the
machine consisted of a broad and

hallow two-whecled cart having

a series of two-edged pointed
knives fastened side by side on
the front edge of a car I'he
cart had two shafts placed be
hind, and w an ox hitched to
I« art mld  be  pushed

through a field of

standing wheat

as the car was

pushed forward,

the ears of wheat
caught between
the ‘nives, torn
ot a swent into
the t T'he
machine could
not have heen a
success It was

too roughly made
to be of real ser-
and it was

abandoned
would
been forgotten
were it not for
the reports of the
Roman travellers
in Gaul who saw
it and thought it
worth

vice
soon

and have

describing

as a curiosity
seen on their
travels. That it
was a failure is

amply demonstra-

ted by the fact

that it was scarce-

ly ever used and for 1600 years

after this, for man must have

bread, we find the harvester cut-

ting his grain with a sickle in
the usual hand way.

We seldom at the present time,

in fact never on the American

continent, see the hand sickle be-



