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The Bootlegger and thz Boy

1919

honesty to earn a decent living. And he is
fed by men and women masquerading as
“respectable citizens,” society leaders many
of them, who will have it in their cellars
by any means so long as it can be got.

* * *

“Fines” are a perfect farce. In Winni-
peg police court men and women are turning
up daily with “previous convictions” against
their names and paying their $200 and $300
fines with all the gaiety and unconcern of
children taking a terspoonful of Gregory’s
mixture. The other day a miserable little,
unwashed proprietor of a shoe shine “parlor”
was convicted for the fifth time, fined
six hundred dollars and dug the money out
of his jeans in a way that left no doubt in
the minds of any one who witnessed the
transaction that he had been prompted
by some one who knew exactly what he
might expect and had also prepared him
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This, however, is not what excites
one’s indignation and disgust so much as
the fact that because of the facility with
which those m serable cads—buysrs and
pedlars alike—are enabled to distr'bute the
liquor, some of the very best and Lrightest of our young men-
hood (if not womanhood) are beinz fast recruited into the
ranks of the drink-sodden dead beat. Humanly speaking,
the old “booze artist” is hopeless and may be left to die out,
but what is your attituae towards that feature of the curse
which creates the common spectacle of young lads, still in
their teens, not only incapably drunk but glorying afterwards
in the fact that they were smart enough to obtain the where-
withal to make them drunk?

*

* *

A young soldier citizen gives the best four years of his
life to the service of his country in France and Flanders.
He wears three stripes on his sleeve, cloquent of his courage
and constancy under fire. He is on his way home to mother,
sister and a little brother who is counting the very hours
“till Bob comes home.” Bob was never in his life under the ?
in“uence of drink till he landed at Halifax. Two days later
that devoted mother received the cruel information that her
brave and beloved boy had been the victim of “an unfortunate
and fatal accident.” Who shall fit the word to the miscreant
who, under the spec'ous name of ‘“friendship” gave that
splendid young Canadian the drink that sent Exm reeling in 4
front of “a passing freight’” within a day’s ride of his home
town? The incident is true to the letter and is but one of

many occurring daily that are ‘“kept out of the papers” in
deference to the lacerated feelings of the breaved ones.




