136

his father and his mother knew not that it was of
Jehovah, that he sought an occasion against the
Philistines” (ver. 4). The domination of the latter
was hateful to him. He was looking for a favour-
able opportunity to strike the blow which should
break the yoke weighing upon the children of Israel.
But Samson was not single-eyed ; he brought a
divided heart to the work. Trying to reconcile
pleasing his own eyes with his hatred against the
enemy of his people, he was holding out his left
hand to the world and at the same time wanting
to fight it with his right. Yet God took note of
what there was for Him in this divided heart. ** It
was of the Lord " who could use even the weak-
nesses of Samson to accomplish His purposes of
grace towards His people.

This proneness to seek in the world that which
‘‘ pleases the eyes,” led Samson into endless diffi-
culties from which only the power of God could
deliver him, There are many instances in the
word where a first look turned toward the world
involves the believer in irreparable trouble. We
have to watch against that with fear and trem-
bling, for we can never foretell what abyss a sin-
gle lust may open for us. Such was the case with
Adam, with Noah, with Lot, with David. Grace
can keep us, but it will not do to trifle with it, nor
to imagine that we can use it as a cloak to cover
our lusts or to excuse our sins Let us rely on it
in order to be sustained and preserved from fall-
ing, and if we have been so unhappy as to have




