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him in the same glory as the Son of God. He °
takes a Mary Magdalene, from whom he casts out
seven demons, and puts her in same glory as the
Son of God. am to glory in that. And what s
the effect down here ? That I shall be made a fool
of. If you talk of a man in Christ, Of such an
one, he says, I will glory ; but if you talk of me, '
Paul, why I was going to be puffed up about have
ing been in the third heaven! There can be no
good at all for me, unless I am emptied of self.
When there, so little thought was there of self, that
he did not know whether he was in the body or out
of it, oo

People may say all this is presumption. Allow
me to say a word about that, Are you in Christ ?
If you are not in Christ, you are lost ; it isno good
saying it is presumption. If you are not in Christ
you are lost ; if you are in Christ, you are safe,
What is the effect ? Is not Christ your righteous-
ness? Are you not going to glory in that, not jn
yourself?  We do not think badly enough of our-
selves as sinners in the flesh. If I know what it
is to be lost—without Christ, 1 shall not think it
presumption to glory in being in Him. I have no
need to think of myself, because I am perfectly
happy in the presence of God. He has made me
happy by the grace that has brought me there, and
by the present communion that I have with Hime
self in the place in which He has put me. Wehave
to be taught practically, and therefore Paul had
this thorn in his flesh. After he knew his own




