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SOME OFFICIAL

D. A, KING,

The postal service of the British-
American I'rovinces, unti! the year 1851,
- was directly under the control of the
English P.O. Department. This, with
the In).,h rate of postage, the insufficient
mail .ummmolumn, and the \l.ln),mt
ll\\' :lln\l a |)|l\ e pﬂs()n C llr\ln}s or
delivering a letter on the post road, was
the cause of innumerable complaints on
the part of the colonies, and gave the
English P.O. officials the trouble of
sending out long despatches.

The colonies complained that the Eng-
lish P.O. took a large amount of revenue
derived from the postal service, which
the colonies were not able to lose out of
the country  The English officials said
that there was an annual deficit in Nova
Scotia alone of £2,000 per annum, This
state of things existed for years, and
every annual report of the P.O. commis-
sioners which was laid on the table of
the local le;.,lsldlure, was full of ¢ mnpl.nm:
under this head. To give a specimen of
one of the reports of these P.O. commis-
sioners, the following is extracted form
their annual report for the year 1844 in
Nova Scotia. After speaking in favor of
- a large reduction in postal rates, they
say :—*This, with the use of post stamps

1% from dies authorized by the proper au-
1’:;»: thorities, would render the transit of

letters and papers less complicated, and
give the relief required by the people.”

To this no answer was returned till
some time in 1845, when a long despatch
was received from the Postmaster-Gen-
eral of Great Britain, Lord Lonsdale,
who thus gives his department’s views
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Scotia as follows: *“ The suggestion
that postage stamps for letters should be
introduced into Nova Scotia is one which
I cannot recommend to your Lordship
Viscount Falkland, then Governor of
Nova Scotia) to entertain, as [ cannot
but consider that considerable objections
exist to such a measure, and particularly
from the facility which it would afford to
the circulation of forged stamps, with but
little chance of detection, while it is be-
lieved that the offence, if committed in
the United Kingdom. could not be
punished in the colony, while on the
other hand, if committed in the colony, it
would be wisited with no |)en.\lly on
parties in the United Kingdom.” This
will give some idea of the narrow-mind-
edness of the English postal administra-
tion of that time.

As a specimen of the postal accommo-
dation of the Province, see this—from
Halifax to Truro, by the coach road, was
a distance of 83 miles, and between those
two points there were only two post
offices for all the people between these
places. The mail couriers were not
allowed to deliver mail on the way.

At last, by a united effort of all the
colonies (Canada, New Brunswick, Nova
Scotia, Newfoundland and Prince
Edward Island), the English Govern-
ment turned over the postal administra-
tion to the different orovincial govern-
ments. From this date, July 1st, 1851,
the interesting part of the postal history
of these provinces commences.

In the Post Office Department’s letter
book the first reference to postage stamps
is in the following letter:
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