May 27, 1898

THE SENATOR AND THE SPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT.

My Dawley is quite as likely to be correct as any |
sther newspaper correspondent in describing the con-
ditions in Cuba.  He has had much better opportuni-
ties {or knowing the strength of the insurgents than |
most ui his colleagues; and he says that the insurgents
have no army in the field; that they have nothing more
than ~mall marauding bands; that Gomez rarely has
with lum any armed force except the so-called Vic-
toria regiment of sixty men, and that last year after
renuous efforts, covering two months, to get a force
together he did not succeed in collecting over a thou-
wnd men. Senator Proctor believes Gomez has 35.-
oo men. but he never penetrated the insurgent lines,
and Dawley has been with Gomez. The more our |
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officers have conferred with the representatives of the
insurgents the less reliance they place upon the insur-
gents as allies.  We have been assured repeatedly that
il it were not for the Spanish war vessels, and if they
had enough ammunition, the insurgents could take
Havana; we are keeping the war vessels away, and we
made an effort lust week to send 7,000 rifles and 200,-

| 000 cartridges to Gomez, and the expedition failed he-
| cause Gomez could not reach the coast with a force

to take these war supplies away. There has been a
hot controversy among our statesmen as to whether
the insurgents had anything that could be recognized
as a civil government, but it now becomes a question
whether they have anything that can be recognized
as anarmy.  1f Mr, Dawley’s estimate is approximate-
ly true, what is to be said of the Spanish army corps
that has for three vears been unable to make any im-
pression on the msurrection ? Tt is a case of dis-
graceful military impotence.—Commercial Bulletin.
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