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The members of every lodge bhould 
do all in their power to keep down and 
dificourage gossip. A highly respectable 
citizen and grand man of this commu­
nity in years gone by, who was a leading 
Odd Fellow and Mason, whenever he 
heard anyone censuring another was wont 
to remark : “ If you cannot say anything
good about a person, don’t say anything 
at all.”

ELECTIONS.

Again are the members of the various
lodges required to select the officers who 
shall guide the destinies of the lodge 
for the next term. Again we urge 
brothers to exercise care and sound judg­
ment in making that selection. A mistake 
now in placing the helm in incompetent 
or careless hands, cannot, except in the 
case of flagrant abuse, be rectified until 
the end of the term.
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We regret to learn that Mrs. Ross, 
wife of the Grand Secretary of the S.G.L., 
who was injured by a fall at Atlantic 
City last September, has not yet fully re­
covered from the accident. In response 
to an enquiry from this office, Bro. Ross 
writes : “ Am glad to say that Mrs. Ross 
is improving, though her progress to 
pleto recovery is slow. She walks a little 
on crutches, but cannot leave her room.”

<?hc JJomimim Ml fellow. The honor of passing through the 
chairs of a lodge should bo not only the 
reward of service—a recognition of earnest 
and continuous work on behalf of the 
Order—but should also testify to the 
ability and acquirements of the brother so 
honored. The position of presiding offi­
cer in an Odd Fellows’ lodge is too impor­
tant a one to be given to any brother 
whose attainments do not qualify him to 
fully comprehend and propirly discharge 
the duties pertaining to that office. There 
are many in our vast brotherhood who 
unfortunately have not had the opportun­
ity of acquiring the education and busi­
ness training that are essential qualifica­
tions (or at east ought to be) for such a 
position. There are brothers, too, who 
may be ever, scholarly in their attain­
ments, who nevertheless 
cutive abilities whatever. Such a brother 
in the principal chair is practically power­
less in any emergency,and his flound- rings 
when attempting to stem the current of 
a warm discussio n are positively painful.

It is difficult sometimes, indeed often, 
to decide between two candidates—both 
seem to be equal in ability and merit—in 
such cases personal popularity decides the 
matter. There is a danger, however, of 
this same personal popularity causing too 
much weight in the master of votes. The 
1« ss popular brother may be, and very 
often is. the best fitted for the position. 
Firmness of purpose, and a certain amount 
of positiveness, are essential to success in 
a presiding officer. These qualities, how- 
ever, do not always lead to popularity; 
not infrequently, it is quite the 
We need not point out, however, the folly 
of voting against a candidate simply be­
cause bis views are not always in accord 
with yours, or the 
opposing a brother’s election because he 
may have previously defeated you in a 
discussion, or some plan of
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General Smith, of Illinois—in res­
pect of whom we published an article last 
week by Past Grand Sire Campbell—has 
filled his responsible position as Grand 
Scribe for twenty-one consecutive years- The Fraternal News remarks : “We 

are sad and dejected. We have made a 
mistake, but we acknowledge it. 
sent a kind hearted brother a bill, and he 
became real mad and ordered his 
stopped, lie only owed us for four years, 
and now we know that he would 
owe us all his life than to cheat us out of 
the auiount due. He was so mad that he 
forgot to send a check with the order 
to stop, and we do not know what to do. 
If we stop his paper the Neivs will go up, 
and if we do not stop it he will keep mad 
and forget to settle.”

First-class fraternal papers always 
give credit for copied articles, second-class 
papers mark them “ Ex.,” and the others 
—well, they steal, brothers, steal, steal 
with care, steal the brain work of the 
other editaire. They use, no doubt, steel 
scissors.

We

i
Isooner

possess no exe-It is a curious fact that, although it is 
easy enough to get lb*1 brothers to join 
the auxiliary organize .one, where the 
sisters are in control, they can not be in 
duced—only a few of them—to attend 
the meetings regularly. Perhaps if the 
officers would wear bloom—well, of course, 
the costume might be attractive

We have received, from Bro. M. D. 
Dawson, Grand Scribe, a neatly-bound 
copy of the Journal of Proceedings of 
the Grand Encampment, Session of 1895. 
Bro. Dawson has embellished the Journal 
with photogravures of some sixteen Past 
Grand Patriarchs, which, together wiih 
the general well gotten-up appearance of 
the Journal, makes it a valuable record, 
more particularly to Patriarchs who en­
joyed the personal friendship of those who 
in years past held sway over that Grand 
body, many of whose acts will be pleas­
antly recalled by a look at their shadows. 
We congratulate Bro. Dawson oil the 
completeness of his Journal.

The annual election of officers in our 
fraternal lodges is one of the most impor­
tant happenings of the entire year. See 
to it that capable brothers are placed in 
the chairs and your lodges will prosper. 
Put incompetent brothers in and the ex­
cuse for not attending, “ there is nothing 
going on,” will become " one grand sweet

reverie.“ My good brother,” said a Rebekah, 
“ have you ever stopped to think how 
much money is wasted each year for 
tobacco and rom I” “ Well, really,” re­
plied the brother, 111 have’nt, for it’s been 
taking all my time to figure out how many 
poor families could be supported off the 
price of the extra cloth women put in 
their sleeves.”

Before, our next issue the great New 
Year's Day concert in Massey Hall will 
have been held. The excellence of the 
talent—every artist being a star—de- 
mauds that there should be a crowded 
house on each occasion, and from the ap­
pearance of the plao, as we go to press, 
thireis every indication that such will be 
the case. The popular price of twenty-five 
cents has been maintained throughout the 
entire hall, with no extra charge for 
reserving seats. The efforts of the 
mittee should be rewarded for the 
prise they have shown. This is one of the 
best means of givingpublicity to our Order. 
Let every Odd Fellow lend a hand.

than folly, ofworse

your own 
which you wished the lodge to adopt.

The struggle is nearly always for the 
V.G. chair. This is as it should be. The 

should be grave and potent beyond 
question, that would justify a lodge in 
defeating a V.G. for the principal chair by 
electing a P.O. No question of personal 
likes and dislikes, merely, will do in such a 
case. If, however, the V.G. has been 
found to be unfit for the position, so that 
the standing and progress of the lodge 
will be materially affected and retarded by

Brothers, send us the news. Have 
you had an ice cream social lately, an 
oyster supper, have you painted the cem­
etery fence, or has your Noble Grsnd 
“ done and gone ” and got merried ! Yon 
surely can find something to write about, 
and we have to depend upon you to fur­
nish the items. Try your hand at it, 
if you don’t write hut three lines.
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