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JOHN MILTON'S ANNIVERSARY.

The three hundredth anniversary of
the birth of John Milton has recently
been celubrated, more especially in Eng-
land and the United States. He stands
second only to Shakespearr as a poet.
He was born in London, Dec. 9, 1608,
and lived to the age of 66. Coming into
the world in the period just preceeding
the mosement against kingly usurpation,
imaugurated by Oliver OCromwell, Mil-
ton became identified with him as one
of his most useful and trusted asso-
clates and helpers. In the year of his
bith & number of the Puritans, who
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had i d rapidly during the reign
of Queen Elizabeth, were forced to flee
to Holland, Milton's father was a Pur-
itan, and the poet being reared in the
ways of that i lly es-

NEW YEAR RESOLUTIONS.
(By W\

This is the season for “swearing off
and meking good resolutions. Of late
it has become rather popular to say ear
castic things about the resolutions made
on New Year's Day. The persons who hold
a meeting in their inner consciouness and
propose, second and oarry good resolu-
tions unanimously are held up to ridi-
oule because said resolui’ s are not al-
ways kept. Well, some +  _.em are kept.
Others are kept for a short time and even
that is a good thing. If a man resolves
on New Year's Day that he will drink
no more for a year and does not taste
until Dominion Day, he has been sober
for six months, and surely that is a
good thing. Tt may be urged that the

poused their cause. In the civil war
which followed, Milton was an adviser
of Cromwell, and in 1649, at the age of
41, he was Cromwell's Seceretary of
Foreign Affairs, and had also become
distinguished as a poet.

beoaking of the Soas his

moral nature, Probably; but six months’

drinking would do his nature more

harm thon frecturing the luti

Even if a resolution is not kept six

months it may be a good thing. The
Moz of o ton is's wheb

While Milton's prose articles f 4
an important part of the political and

C. BLACKETT ROBINSON,
Manager and Editor.

Orrawa, WEDNESDAY, JAN, 6, 1908,

One of the most fatal i to

tinal riting of the
period, he will always be better known
as the author of Samson Agonistes,
Comus, Paradise Lost, and Paradise Re-
gained. Paradise Lost is without ques-
tion the greatest epic poem ever pro-
duced. Yet it was written under serious
difficulties, for Milton was blind.

the weak is a slight 8eviation from the
truth for the eake of apparent good.
—_—

“Cowandly blackguardism” Goldwin
Smith calls college hazing. And that
is precisely what it is, adds the Orillia
Packet.

P——

The tenth anaual convention of the
Canadian Forestry Association is to be
held in Toronto on Thursday and Fri-
day, the 11th and 12th of February,
1909. This is a month earlier than usual;
the change being made to suit many
of the lumbermen whose business cn-
gagements compel them to be abroad in
March.

The Post Office Deparunent shows a
surplus of $1,952,301 on the year's busi-
ness—the largest surplus on record.
Mr. Lemieux will have reason, when

Parlia-nent meets, to point with satisfac
tion to all the figures relating to the
work of his Department. The number
of letters posted in Canada during the
official year hug been 298,011,000, or
more than one a wgek for every man,
woman and child in the Dominion. And
there are 446 more post offices than there
were last year.

Pecuniarily he had emall reward for
Ris ' bors. It is said that his publishers
gave him five pounds for Paradise Lost,
and promised him five pounds more
when the sale had reached thirteen hun-
dred copies. He left an estate of only
fifteen hundred pounds. But he wrote
for a higher reward than money, and
could he come back now he would dis-
cover that the world acknowledges his
work and gives him recognition which
it was slow to do while he was yet alive.

The Herald and Presbyter, referring to
the Supreme Court of the Presbyterian
Church in the United States, speaks of
the Great Assembly and the Little As-
sembly. The former is the General As-
sembly, the latter the Exeoutive Com-
mission, to which a large amount of the
business has been relegated. There ure
eomé who say that the Great Assembly
bas ceased to be a deliberative body,
and has become simply a ratifying con-
vention, the business being done in
committees. There is some truth in
this, but a large part of the business of
all deliberative bodies is done in com-
mittee. This point of the Herald and
Presbyter's criticism is, however, that
the G 1 A bly is too large, being

The result of the license
vote in Toronto is most gratifying. The
by-law was oarried by a subs . ‘al ma-
jority. Mayor Oliver, whose able man-
agement of civio affairs during the past
year, well entitled him to a second term,

in the United States composed of near-
ly nine hundred members, The object
of creating the Executive Commission
was that it might do the work of the
special commit! In the Canadian
church likewise Me General Assembly
is too large. It was found advisable not
long ago to reducd the representation.
It may be neccesary to do so again. In

a growing country it is diffioult to give
and at the same

exercise. It brings conscience into play;
it involves self-examination; it inakes
the man look back and forward and take
s moral reckoning of himself. Buch
reckoning should be made oftener than
onoe a year, but once a year is better
than not at all. Let no one despise the
resolutions of New Year's Day because
they are not all kept. The making of
them ehows that the maker thinks, and
that is a great deal.

The number of topics that might be
embraced in a good set of re olutions
for 1909 is large. A family man who
wishes to grow symmetrically with »
well rounded charsoter and fight the

devil along the whole line will gener-
ally begin with some

Family Resolutions.

The family is the basis of society. The
Church is an aggregate of families, and
what the families are the Church must
bg. To improve church life by anything
that lowers the tone of family life is an
sibility. The State is an aggre-
gate of families, and what the families
are the State must be. The Dominion
can never pe any better morally than
the families that constitute the Doman-
ion. 1f, on reflection, a man finds out
on the firet day of '09 that he does not
spend ‘as much time with his family as
he should do, he ought to make & good
strong resolution to mend his ways—
and keep it. Business must be attend-
ed to of course,’ but eitting on inverted
soap boxes in a corner grocery
and relating the village gossip is not
business, # It is unfortunately necessary
to go to a good many evening meatings in
towns and cities, but the number might
well be reduced and the meetings made
much shorter. To go to the Lodge once
a month may be a duty, but some men
go to the lodge when there isn’t any
lodge. All that class of citizens—min-




