could be constructed behind the fighting line and utilized to
great advantage. The matter was not taken up immediately ;
but it has been taken up since, and one of the chief requests
that we received from the War Office while we were in Eng-
land was for additional men for the Canadian Railway
Construction Corps and for the Canadian Forestry Corps.
What T have said of the Canadian Railway Construction Corps
applies with equal force to the Canadian Forestry Corps. The
work of these units is not so impressive, but is almost equally
important as that of the combatant forces. It is absolutely
necessary, as things are at present, that Great Britain should
cut down to the utmost the tonnage for the conveyance of
articles other than food supplies, and timber takes up an en-
ormous quantity of tonnage. Therefore, in Great Britain
and France forests are being sacrificed to-day on every hand,
in order that the necessary timber for the prosecution of the
war may be provided. It is universally admitted on the other
side of the Atlantic that the Canadian Forestry Corps is
most highly efficient, and the request to us is that we shall
send men in as large numbers as possible to assist in the
work which they are carrying on.

In Great Britain I visited eight camps in all: Shorncliffe,
Crowborough, Shoreham, Seaford, Witley, Bramshott, Has.
tings, and in Windsor Great' Park, a camp of the Canadian
Forestry Corps. 1 found the men in good Spirits, in good

hysical condition, and undergoing careful and effective train-
Ing; at least it seemed to me excellent. I visited hospitals in
Great Britain and France, and everywhere I found our men
receiving, so far as I could see, the best of attention. I qiq
not hear a complaint from any man in hospital, except from
one man who complained to me that the Germans were not
fighting fairly, because, he said, “ wl}en the Canadians climh.
ed the Vimy Ridge, the Germans did not”stand up to them,
but ran away instead of fighting like men.” 1 deemed it not
only my duty, but my very great honour and privilege, to
utilize every spare moment in seeing our men in th.e hosplta]s;
and I saw only two men from Vimy Ridge who did not smile
with great satisfaction when I spoke of their having driven
the Germans back. Those men could not smile with thejr
lips, by reason of their wounds, but they.dld smile with thejr
eyes. Let me say to the members of thlg Hopse .and. to the
people of this country that no man wanting inspiration, de.
termination or courage as to his duty in this war could go g
any better place than the .hospl.tals in which our Canadian
boys are to be found. Their patience, pluck and cheerfulnesg
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