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" When wiU ftU this wild.^zzling mystery end ?" Then, ad-

aiS mSiS^, he said, 4 wotad like to ^ve^«»e ^\'!*-
tiTJStti^XMiUer; lam steangely conftised and^etto-

^'certainly ; be glad to have a chat witti yon. I^»^^.
pose yrUme home and dine with me? I am on ^ywftyto

Sinner now. Will yon go?" /. :

; iWi^ break the silence,

^^i^ink we shall have rain to-day, Mx. Batterby."
^

"Perhaps; itldoks like it. What does tha signi^l sei^ioe^

•• What does the wfcot say ?

" The signal service. What are the mdications?

" I haven't the least idea Avhat you mean, Mr. Battprby.

"Why," said Ephraim. timidly, r were you not>ware th|*t a

bureau iii the War Department collects mformation which

Sea iTtolndicato approaching conditions of the^ leather,

andthat it gives this information to the newspapers? \ ,

-Never heard of such a ^thing, Mr. ^Batterby, and I dont

heUeve it. Somebody has been joMng with you. The only

weather indications we have are in the ^anacs, and they are

"^'mto'S^'iaong in silence for^a^^

"Miller!"
"WeU?''

/

/

•V-
•* Well r 1 J
" I am going to ask you a good many queer questione tO-day,

for a private piupose of my own ; wiUyou. agree to t^s^e^lhem

candidly?" ^ » _^ •

"If I can%" '
1 . .^ .„ . •

" And not think me insane, or absurd, or stupid ?

"Of course I should-not think so.'* . . . I . ' ^ " t • •

4 •» Very weU," said Ephraitn ;
•' and ir^tm we,are done, I may

ix^lkin why I asked th«n, and perhaps you ean solve a mystery

**
They* reached the house and. entered »vJ^^^'**^^

'

Ifffler did was to proceed to the «ide-boar«l, fill two glasses with

wine from a decapttfr. and ask %|||MP *<> ^'^^^
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