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IS LKCTirMS BY 'THK RKV. JOilKPH fOOK.

That in, 4it« Penonal

if.

8. lU.cwujp, thoi'efore, ia one Thinker, and but one.
Inlelligenoe, and but uii«. . >

The philosophy dominant at Yale CollcKe and at Harvard, a^ lifcrlin Jd »i
Halle, at EdinburKh and Oxford and (^anibridgo, i* well reprelMited by thei-e
tooiHive BentenoeH fron, the ableiit book on metaphysics Yale Oollfge ban given to^e world. •• The univerHe." says President Porter, •• is a thought, as well a, athty As frauRlit with design, it reveols thought, as weU as force. The thoncht

.
includes the- origination of the forces and their law, as #ell as the combiMtiou
and nAe of them. These thoughts must include the whole Universe. It"follows
then, that the universe is controlled by a single thought, or the thought of an
individual thinker."-(" The Human Intelleot," p. 60L) I

'

Let us pause and cast ourselves abroad on the Wing of imagination, through
some small portion, at least, of the range of truth, disclosed by the foots that
thought implies a thinker ond that the thought of the imiverse is one. Take in
your hand the mystic instrument called the spectroscope, and bring do*vn Ught
from the two planets which last evening I saw near each other in the infinite
azure. Here amves a far-traveled ray from Mars; here one from Saturn-
here one from.Sirius; here one from the North Star. It left that orb fliiy years'
ago, and has not paused, and is hero at last. Certain motals, whej burned
always produce definite dark lines in the colored lights c^ the spectroscope Wo'know that zinc produces a line in a particular place, lead in another piaoe, iron
in another pbce

;
anJ we bring down tl»is light of Mars, of Saturn, And of the

Worth Star, and here are the very lines^of^zinc and iron and lead. Matter
yonder, fifty years distant for light, we thus k^iow to be much what it U here

^

Meteors have faUen on this earth; the dust qf meteors has been absorbed into

^

planets
;
and, for aught I know, in your anti there are particles that come fromHmm. The universe has light in it ; and tbe laws of hght are the same hereand at the furthest point visible to the telescope. Light moves in straight Unes

here and in straight lines there. Gravitation is the same thing here an^ yonderWe cannot imagine a spot in the. universe where the wlipte is less than a" part
-^or^here two straight lines can enclose a ?pace, or where any qelf-evident fruui
IS false. Thus we feel that the universe exhibits not only a plan, but a^taniform
plan. It exliibits not only thought, but harmonious thought. It is « thing but
it is a thought

;
and it is not me^ly a thought, without further definition' 1

1

18 one thought, interiorly self cprisistent ; and not a fagot of self-contradictions •

This immeasurable but inconti-oyertible unit^ is before our eyes. It demonstrates
unity in the thought of the universe, ond therefore unity in the Thinker Tlie
universe exhibits one thought, and but one. Its cause, therefoie, is one Thinker
and but one

; one Pe^fonal Intelligence, and but one.
'

Adhere, withopt a particle of wavering, to the proposition that there cannot
be a thought without a thinker. Tliat is Des 'CartesVfundamental axiom ihe'
comer-stone on which hfe placed himself face to face with all skepticism and'
unrest, and is the pomt of philosophy where certainty is firmest up to this hour
There cannot be a thought without « person. I think ; therefore, I a^n a peiFou
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