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mother. She slays ^schere. a trusty thegn of Hroth-
gar. Then Beo,vuIf descends into her sea-cave and
slays her also; feasts in triumph ynth Hrothgar, and

opens fifty ,,,,,^ B^^^,^ .^ ^^^^
^.^P

^
happy under his rule. But his fate is at hand. A

from h. den to harry and burn the country. The gray-
haired kmg goes forth to fight his last fight, slays thedragon but dies of its fiery breath, and the poen/closes-th the tale of his burial, burned on a lofty py e o„
the top of Hronesnaes.

^
Its social interest lies in what it tells us of the man-

ners and customs of our forefathers before they cameo England. Their mode of life in peace and war i

they hved, the.r feasts, amusements-we have the ac
count of a whole day from mornmg to night -the closeumon between the chieftain and his war-brothers; theirwomen and the reverence given them

; the way in which
they faced death, m which they sang, in which they gave
gifts and rewards. The story is told with Homeric direct-
ness and simplicity, but not with Homeric rapidity. A
^leep fatalism broods over it. " VVyrd (the fate-goddess)
goes ever as it must," Beowulf says, when he thinks hen.ay be torn to pieces by Grendel. "It shall be," hecnes when he goes to fight the dragon, "for us in the
fight as VVyrd shall foresee." But a daring spirit fills
the fatahsm. " Let him who can." he says, " gai hono


