ou’re thinking of planting..

. make sure you know what you are getting into.
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Treeplantmg isnotjustawalkin the park

by Duncan Gish

Every year at the beginning of
May, students from all over Canada
migrate to the forests. They go not
to holiday but to plant seedling
trees. Reforestation in Alberta is a
new business on the rise. Every year
there has been an increase in the
amount of planting being done.
This year is no different,

The demand for people to plant
trees this year is high. Contracting
companies are combing universi-
ties and colleges throughout the
prairies in order to fill the demand
for tree planters.

How does planting occur?
The planting job occurs when

contractors make a bid on a cu .

block that a lumber company has
cut. The contractor who makes the
lowest offer and who is reputable is
granted the job. The contractor
then hires people who are willing
to work during the summer months
to plant trees.

But what is the pay like?

Itis possible to make $100 to $200
aday. Why the range? Treeplanting
is done by piece rate. This means
getting paid for how many trees
you plant. The amount you get
paid per tree ranges from 5¢ to 20¢,
it may be lower or higher. What
decides the rate for the planter is
basically the difficulty of land. No
one would expect the same rate to
be applied to planting a cultivated

field as to a rocky mountain side

Atfirst a person won’t be making
a very high amount since planting
involves learning tricks of the trade
and the most expedient way to
plant. One advantage though is to
be in good shape. The first week of
planting is excruciatingly hard.
Why such a high wage?

Because the work is very hard.
Living in a tent for two months, and
working a 10 hour day every day up
to two to three weeks is gruelling. If
the heat and the bugs aren’t rip-
ping away at you, it’s the rain and
wind whipping around you. If you
think you can overcome these
obstacles, that’s nice, but in tree-
planting it’s only the beginning. It’s
a tough job requiring good physi-
cal and mental endurance. Going
out every day to plant trees is the
most monotonous job in the world.
Yét even though it is this tough,
people still do it.

Why do they do it?

There are a number of reasons;
the most common one is “for the
money”. Another answer is that it is
one of.the greatest tests of self-
motivation and physical capability.

Other advantages of becoming a
planter in the summer is the job
site, rent, and holidays. Working in
the Alberta forests and B.C. moun-
tains is one of the most exhilarating
things to do in the world. Also, for
two months of the year the person

borders — 55.00

THECLASSIC LOOK!
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Transfer your diploma, degree or certificate onto a brass or chrome plaque.
Definitely a unique way to display your most treasured document. A proud
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................ $14,932.00
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Eswentou’s (AJL11 little Profit Dealer
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saves on rent by living in a tent.
Finally, most people who plant like
making enough money to support
themselves through school in the
two or three months of planting
and leaving a month off for
holidays.
When does treeplanting start?
Planting starts in early May and
usually ends in late June. Then in
August it starts up again for two to
three weeks. On the coast of B.C. it
can start up in late February and go
to early October. Anyone who
plants that long though is usually a
little crazy.
Who should treeplant?
Treeplanting isn’t for the meek.
Many a young rookie comes out
wasting money on equipment,
usually cheap gear, and then find-
ing out the unexpected — tree-
planting is hell. After two or three
days the person quits and heads
home. If you're thinking of plant-
ing or have been hired by a repu-
table contractor, make sure you
know what you are getting into.
What is treeplanting like?
Treeplanting deals with getting
up every morning at 6 a.m. Waking
up this early in May in the moun-
tain regions means frost on the tent
and frozen ice in the drinking
water,
Planting deals with aching mus-
cles and bruises. You won’t be

continued on p. 6 '

Summer Reductions

The service changes listed here are summer
reductions and cancellations scheduled each
year to reflect lower demand for transit service
from May through August. If you require more
information, please call Transit Information at
421-4636. Transit Operators will have new
route pamphlets available on the bus after the
Easter weekend.

8 Downtown - Bonnie Doon - University
Peak hour buses will operate every 15
minutes.

19 Northgate - University
Peak hour buses will operate every 15
minutes.

37 Castle Downs - Calder - Westmount -
University

Peak hour service will be reduced with some
early trips cancelled.

39 Lessard - West Jasper Place - University
Peak hour service will be reduced from the
U of A to West Jasper Place in the morning
and from West Jasper Place to the U of A in
the afternoon.

68 Lakewood - Kaskitayo - Southgate -
University

Peak hour buses will operate every 30 minutes
between Kaskitayo, Southgate and the U of A.

- 139 West Jasper Place - University
Peak hour buses will operate every 30
minutes.

406 Sherwood Park - University

Extra trips to the U of A on this route will be
cancelled until September 6. Regular service
to downtown will remain.

If you take the bus...

You should be aware of service
changes that will be in effect from
April 26 to September 6, 1987.

Summer Cancellations
(April 26 - Sept. 6, 1987)
136 Kaskitayo - University

137 Westmount - University

152 Capilano - University - Aspen Gardens
169 Lakewood - University

404 Sherwood Park - University

Aftending Summer
Session?

Edmonton Transit Student Paks will be on
sale for summer session at the Bookstore in
SUB; Campus Drugs, 8623 - 112 Street and
Varsity Drugs in HUB Mall.

Buy four Adult Monthly Passes for $130.00.
Individual monthly passes are $36.00 each.
Save $14 and ride all summer long with a
Student Pak.

$.0.S.

If you pay cash when travelling on buses, we
urge you to use coins only. Many problems
occur when fare boxes become jammed with
dollar bills. With everyone'’s cooperation, we
can avoid delays in service and reduce the
large expense of handling dollar bills.

So please, use coins only.

Edmonton transit

Owned and operated by the City of Edmonton
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