
THE TEN BIGG ES D)OMINION
SIR WILFRID LAURIER.

T HE greatness of Sir Wilfrid
Laurier is something of an bis-

torical analysis. For twelve years Sir
Wilfrid bas accupied a position wbich
can lie filled adequately by none but
a great man. As leader of the Liberal
Opposition lie was flot taken as a
great man. Yet the Premiersbip bas
not alone 'been responsible for the
ascription. Sir Wilfrid Laurier is a
great political merger, if no't a fusion-
ist. His dlaim to emninence outside of
Canada consists in bis successful
Frenchi premiership over tbe greatest
Englisb-speaking coiony in the world.
In Canada he ranks as a big personal-
ity; one wbose gifts of oratory and
of individual magnetism bhave made
him a wortby successor to the late
Sir Johin Macdonald as a leader of
men. It may lie bistorically trùe that
no other man could baveh'eld tbe flrst
ctizensbip of Canada during tbe past
twelve years, and won an election en-
titling bum to five years more.. Once
a profound student of bistory and of
international Law and of poli.ties in
the abstract, tbe Canadian Premier
lias become an astute student of men
and events

The Resuit of the Voting Compt

L'ARLY in November, tlie "Courier"~ asked'its reý
ILupon the question "Who are Canada's Ten Bi

Living men alone were to lie considered, and
was not to disqualify. The votes were scattered oVE

Tbe ten receiving tfie largest number of votes are f
page. The next sixteen are as follows:-Dr. Willia:
William C. Macdonald; Sir James Whitney; Mr. By,
er; Hon. Edward Blake; Professor Graham Bell; Mr.
Sir Gilbert Parker; Rev. Chiarles Gordon ("R alpli C
Charles Fitzpatrick; Sir Itigli Graham; Sir William I
George A. Cox; Hon. A. B. Aylesworth; President Fi
Clifford Sifton. The tbree latter gentlemen recei)
number of votes.

0f the first ten. Sir Wilfrid Laurier, Mr. R. L.
Chiarles Tupper and Hon. W. S. Fielding are statesnr
iam Van Horne, Sir Thomas Sbangbnessy, and
Mackenzie are railway presidents; Sir Sandford Flern

SIR THOMAS SHAUGHNESSY.

B ORN of Irisli parents in a United
S States city Sir Thomas

Shaughnessy has become a dis-
tinguislied British subject and a
Knight of the Realm. When Mr. Van
Horne (now Sir William) came over
to Canada in 1882, lie bronght his
successor to the presidency of the
Canadian Pacifie Railway with him.
Sir William was then barely forty and
Sir Thomas barely thirty. Tbey came
to the La nd of Promise to do things,
to accomplish something great, and no
doubt they have both exceeded their
expectations. Like others in the rail-
roading field, Sir Thomas lias suc-
ceeded mainly because of his ability
to work iard. 0f course lieliad am-
bition, prescience, tlie modemn out-
look, and some constructive ability.
If lielias created notliing great, lie
lias at least mnade mulcl greater
tlie magnificent institutipn whicli las
been entrusted to his care. A number
of men liave made the Canadian
Pacifie Railway and Steamship com-
pany wliat it is, but of tbat number
tliis bluff, straiglitforward, liard-
liitting Irisliman is not tlie least

SIR SANDFORD FLEMING.
Y OUNG Canadians, flot versed in

history, may wonder wliy Sir
Sandford Fleming is among tlie ten
great Canadians. In lis eiglity-
second year, a man may expect this
from the younger generations. The
older citizens will recail his work in
mnapping out the route of the Inter-
colonial and his engineering trips
fromn "Ocean to Ocean" whicli result-
ed ini the C. P. R. route. He was tlie
greatest engineer of that day, and lis
accomplisliments have been surpassed
by no otlier member of bis profession.
In recent years lie bas devoted bim-
self to science and literature.' For
twenty years lie was the chief advo-
cate of tbe Canadian-Australian calile,
and tlie real author of tlie "All-Red"
idea. He lias been a president of the
Royal Society of Canada, and for
nearly thirty years Cliancellor of
Queen's University.

Perhaps bis greatest dlaim to un-
dying fame is bis imperialism. No
Scotsman bas been more enthusiastie,
persevering and self-sacrificing in lie-
baîf of the Britisb Empire and its
world-wide interests tban Sir Sand-
ford.

MR. R. L. BORDEN.
MR. R. L. BORDEN will have

more opportunity to increase bis
reputation tban any other one of the
ten. Granted the ordinary span of life
and no untoward accidents, lie will
some day lie Premier of Canada. To-
day lie is leader of tbe Liberal-Con-
servative party in tbe Dominion and
bead of His Majesty's Opposition in
Parliament. He won the position on
bis merits-a legal training, a well-
balanced mind, an excellent grasp of
the principles of constitutional gov-
ernment, a clear and quite lofty con-
ception of political duty, excellent
control of his temper, and gentleman-
ly conduct and bearing. His admairers
believe tbat lie bas already bad a pro-

found influence upon bis party in
bringing it to support and advocate
bigler political ideals tban it bad
beretofore ackniowledged. His ten-
dency to theorise is at once bis weak-
ness and bis strengtb. To lie a great
political leader, a man imust ýhave botb
imagination and practical shrewdness.
The former is required to entbuse the
voting public, the latter to gain the
support of business nmen and practical
politicians.
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