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gone into some other discourse upon the same subJect whxch was not sufficiently material
for me to repeat it here, the French Minister asked me whether I foresaw any arrange.
ments that His Majesty was likely to be inclined to come to for scttling these pom(» 10
the mutual satisfaction of the | two Courts, to which I replied that the most feasible plan
appeared to me to be the resuming the negotiation which he had before mentioned. H.,
then gave me to understand that, From ifs “having been found absolutely impracticable to
dislodge the Dritish settlers from the district in queatxon, the demand which at that time
had been made by France, and which our Court had appeared (as he said belore) by no
means disinclined to accede to, had been in substance that we should give up to the
Freneh (during the fishing seasen as usual, and for the sole purposes of ﬁ~lmxf_f and
drying) the whole coast which stretches from Cape St. John’s to the northern point of
the island, and from thence running down along the whole western and a part of the
southiern shore to a point ealled, in Herman Moll's Alap, Cape May, Iying: in Iatitude
about 43° and longitude auout 49>, This arrangement, M, de \er"u)ms. said, would
have the peeuliar ‘uh.mhru. of Settling at once the two points in dbpute (1} by ziving
the Irench an adequate compen\atwn T for- the ground-they-hxd-lost; and (") by fixing
another and precise point of termination, so as %o do away entirely all our diffe wenees
respecting the true situation. of Pointe Riche ; and upon ¢ this head M. de Verzennes and
his Tirst Secretary; M. de Raynéval (who was premnt as usual), said a nreat deal to
prove that the territory thev asked for, though infinitely greater in extent {han hai
which they gave up, was in fact barely an cqm\alg,nt for it, the latter Iying opposite to a
- part of the Great Bank, and abqundm«r likewise in commodmus havens and crecks for
the various purposes of the ﬁsncr3 -

Having finished what he .nd to say upon this part of the subject, M. de Ay ergennes
adverted to the Islands of St. Pierre and the Miquelons, the restitution of which, he
said, his Court could by'rio means rest satisfied with, the harbour of 8t. Pierre bcing
neither sufficiently large nor sufficiently commodious for the purposes of the Irench
fishermen, besides which he could not brook the restrictions laid down by the Treaty of
Paris as to the number of troops that might be stationed in’garrison in these islands,
nor the prohibition from fortifying them, To satisfy France as to these points, he
expressed a desire that Great Britain would consent to cede to her (as I undersiood him
in the place of St. Pierre and Miquclon) onc or other of those small islands which lie oft
the castern coast of Newfoundland, and he speeified the Island of Belle Isie (me'mmn-
thereby not the Belle Isle which lies off the Esquimaux coast and gives its name to the Sirait,
but a smaller one of the same name, in latitude about 51° ‘70), adding, however, that he
would willingly accept of any other island on any other part of the coast which Great Dritain
might wish to substitute for it, provided that the said island should be ceded entirely to
ancc, and with the emovment of every right of sovercignty whatsoever, and that it
should contain a _port capable of admlmntr ships of war, so that by means of it the
French Commander in those parts might cﬁ'ectmlly cupcrmtend the fishery of this
nation. I must add that though M. de Vergennes a‘fected to speak of .tiis matfer in
loose terms, as if he had not w uohcd it as yet with much attention, mentioning a varisty
of islands which he thought 1m'-ht suit both parties, he recurred more than once to this
parlicular Island of Belle Isle in a manner which, T thought, shows evidently that his
predilection was founded on a knowledge of its possessing the advantage he was in quest
of. As for the rest, he seemed to apeqlx of the condition mentioned 'ﬂmu viz., “ihat
the French should possess this, or whatever other island should be gr nntul to 1“01,1 in -
full sovereignty,” in the light of a conditio sine qud non. :

Your Loulslnp will, of course, understand that these 1)10])04.15 of M. de V eroennes’
viere stated by him merclv as loose hints or outlines of possible arrangements, anid not as
formal offers, as also that on my side, though I entered into as much f*umml conver=ation
npon the sulject as I thought necessary to engage him to a disclosure of his sentiments,

1'told Lim expressly from the first that T could” only take what he might have to ~°\‘,\ :

-ad le/ercu([um, and. in order that my Report to your Lordship might “he as correct as
possible, I desired M. de Vergennes’ fcave to take down upon the ont a short summary
of our conversation, whieh 1 afterwards delivered to him for his perusal, and lie approv ol
entirely of what 1 had \\mtcn, and dirceted M. de Rayneval to take a copy of the paper.
The original of it I inclose herewith. '

‘ In frvncml 1 have only to observe to your Lordship upon the subject of what nassed
in this Conference that, in the course of it, M. de Vergennes scemed to say that France
would expect an exclusive right of fishing "and drying on her part of the “ecast, but he
repeated more than once that his Courb did not mean to form the most Wisiant pre-
tension to any other rights whatscever upon the said district, or that the French fishermen
should be allowed to remain there uthu for ihe purpose of seal c1tchmf* or an) other,



