
THE FIRST SETTLERS.

her children were in a wagon. They had escaped
with their lives, bringing .nothing with them. Her
youngest son and child, James Secord, was at that
time three years old. They were given tents, cloth-
ing and food. As the days and months passed away
the numbers increased from the Carolinas, Virginia,
and the New England colonies. There came a desti-
tute host, along the length of the St. Lawrence, to
New Brunswick and Nova Scotia. The population
increased in the towns and cities so rapidly that it
causèd a scarcity in the necessaries of life. In Hali-
fax the population rose in a few months from 1,4oo to
4,ooo. And so everywhere, producing suffering and
privation. There was not a settlement on this side
of the Niagara River when the Revolution com-
menced. When it closed, in 1ý83, there was a popu-
lation of 10,ooo. In 1792 there were four hundred

houses in Niagara. From the frontier at Fort Niagara

to Detroit, along the river and lake shore, there was
a thin fringe of civilization. Many-of the refugees
waited in New York, hoping, when peace came, to
return to their former homes. When New York was
evacuated, November 25th, 1783, there arose a wail ofdespair. Those that could went to England, some to
the Bahama Islands. Many that went to New Bruns-
wick and Nova Scotia came to Upper Canada when
they heard of the fertile soil and milder climate.
Twelve thousand left New York at that time. As
fast as possible they were given lands, implements
and seeds. Grist-mills were erected to aid them.
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