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SIR JOHN THOMPSON

No other man out of all that have set tlieir nanies high in the
roll of Canadian public men lias ever made his way to the front in so

few vears, after his entry into the field of Dominion politics, as Sir
Johi; Thompson.

Wlien lie %vas called to Ottawa by Sir jolin Macdonald, towards
the end of the year 1885, and made Minister of justice and Attorney-

General for the Dominion, lie was ail but unknown ouiside of his
îown province. Whatever reputation lie had won did not go far be-
yond the bounds of Nova-Scotia. Honours liavecrou-ded thic- upon
him since then, and his prog-ress to the eminence on whicli he now

stands should compel the serious consideration of those wlio point
out that conviction are superfluous nowadays and priticiples at a dis-

comit, and iliat men go fast and far in politics witlictit cither.
He came to Ottawa in a grave crisis of the public affairs of

Canada, and was soon recognized in Parliament as possessing a
force of mind and character which fitted Iiiiii pre-erninently to cope

with great crises and cy-reat niatterý of Policy. 1 t was [lot long Mère
the countrv came to k-now that lie %vas a nian wlio would tiot submit

to be meràv as one of the cards shtiffled fiv an astute liand and dealt
out on the Crimson baize of the table in the Privy Couricil chamber.
Neither his friends nor his opponents in politics would dream now of
so misconceiving him. At times, hoivever, since his coming to
Ottawa, sections of the people of the Dominion have been greatly at

-fault: in their estimate of the new power in the Goverriment. His
ability was recognized, perhaps, befère his disinterestedness was
understood.

He is a nian upon whom Nature lias laid lier hand to form a
thoroughly genuine and independent character. Incapable of com-

promising with his conscience, he nevei -nares himself labour to be


