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rcpreclitative or York- novccl. Men uiider.stood that in hini tlicy liad
a thinlcer and a %vorker on wlioni they could depend in ati et er, enc
lie %vas a quick thinker on his fect, and %% lien once his mind nas made
up 0-1 a, particular subject, lie could ilot bc ilioved. This firmiless of
his position could net bc traced iv obstinacy. 1-ic fett, hy the

working in his hcad, a proccss of intuition, that lie was riglit in lii-S
prcmiscç, and lie acted accordingly, and in this connection, it niay

bc added, lie seldom went astray in his calculations. kio %vas; soon
regarded as zi safe man and a, luc-y leader. Sailors; love te serve
undcr a. lucky c.iipt.tin, and, as we have secti, it did net tak-c Mr. Blair

long to, convince liis following, and sonic of the supporters of the
Govertinient in tlicir gencral Volicy, that lie was the iiiiiii under whose

banncr tlicy illiglit serve without Jositig tlicir self-respect. lie had
pulled his party togctlier, and incrcascd the iluiiibcrs of the opposi-

tien frein scven te sevcntcen during his first parliament, wlien the
Flouse was, dissolvect and an appeal wns made te the country. The

Govcrnment liad every chance of winning. The sincv.ý, of %var %'Vcre
in their liands. Blair liad never conducted a campaign as the lender
of a party in his life. In tryinir te gct clected lie liad made a canvas

which was practically confined te the wants and requirements (if a
single constituency, and tliat one of the river countics. The
wliich fell upon him, therefère, was a. most difficult one. He liad tu
manage for the whole province. lie had te win back several beats.
He had te retain Vie services of the tcn mon who liad joined his
standard, and get tlicm re-electud. The contest was %harp. Blair
was elcetcd for York, and wlien the Flouse met in Marcli, iSS., lie

had the proud satisfaction of deféating the Go%-ertlmcnt. NI r.
Harrington, the Premier, and his Cabinet immediatoly re.-,igticci, and

Licutenant-Governor Robert Duncan Wilmot, once Speaker of the
Senate of Canada, sont for Mr. Blair, and entrusted liiin %vith the duty
of forming a Govcrnmetit. It did not tak-e him long, for the task

was completed in one day. Mr. Blair sclected for lliniscif the office
of Attorney-Gencral. His collca-ties; %vere : Hon. James Mitchell,
Provincial Secretary ; Flon. P. G. Ryan, Commissioncr of Publie

Works ; Hon. L. J. Tweedie, Surveyor-Gencral ; Hon. William
Pugsley, Q.C., Solicitor-Generil ; Hon. David Mcl.ennan, President

of the Cotincil, with Messrs. A. Harrison and C. H. Labillois, rnern-
bers of the Cabinet %vithotit portfolio. On submitting his nanie tu


