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THE SLAVE'S APPEAL.
¢ \Who shall avenge the slave 2’ I stood and cried.
4 The Earth, the Farth,’ the echoing sea replied,
I turnéd e to the ocean: but each wave
Declined to be the avenger of the slave.
<~ Who shall avenge the slave ?’ my species ery,
¢ “The wiads, the raius, the lightuings of the sky.’
1 turned to these : from them one echo rin,—
« The tight nvenger of the slave is men.’
Muan was my fellow—in his sight T stood,
Wept, and besuught bim by the voice of bload,
Sternly he looked, as proud on carth he trod,
Then said ¢ The vight avenger-of the slave is God.’
1 looked 1o Heaven in prayer—awhile ‘twas still ;
And then inethought God's voiee replied, ¢ Zwill’

THE TRIUMPH OI* TRUTHL

Mr, Elwall was a member of the Seciety of
Friends,
in defence of the unity of God, the elergy of
Wolverhampton procured an indictment against

Flaving written and published a bouk

him as w Dlasphemer. He was arvaigned before
Juidge Denton, at the Staiord Assizes in the year
1726.

person.

My, Blwall pleaded to the indictineut in

His munner was characterized by that
Plainness wrd firmuess which generally mavks the
seet to which he belonged.  The following is his
‘own aceount of the trial e ’

Becanse so many persons have carnestly de-
sived 10 1end this winl, 1 have here published a
third edition of it, in ovder to encournge all
honest men, who have the eternal law of God on
“their side, vot to Tewr the fuces of priests, who
are genervally the geand adversaries of liberty and
struth, and the bastiens and bulwarks of a1l ceve.
monies, fopperies, and absurd doctrines that ave
in the world,

Y do this for the glory of the Most High Gud,
-and tor the honour of his sacred law, and for
the good of ull my tellow-zreatnres ; that they
anay obey Gad, aud not man; Christ and not
“the pope 3 the prophets and  apostles, and not
“prelates and priests ;3 and God kueweth this is
my sincere desive, that all religion and spivitual
things may be perfectly free, neither foreed nor
hindered, this being the true liberty of the gospel of
Jusus Christy who said, * ‘Uhe kings of the Gen-
tiles " exereise authority, but it shall not beso
.with you.”

_ About fourteen yearsago, 1 wrote a book, en-
“titled, ¢ A Troe Testiwony for God and his
- Suered Law ¢ beitg a plain, honest Defence of
the First Cominandinent oft G, against all the
Triniteians under Heaven, ¢ Thou :ha't have no
other Gods but me,” ™ -1 lived then at Wolver-
“hampron,- fu Staffordshive,” where ‘my aneestors
bave lived sbove eleven hundred years, ever since
_the Saxoens conguered the Britons,

© When this buok waus publishel, the priests in
‘the conntry hegan to rage, especially the priests
wof Wolverhunpton, who had a great hund iu the
sevetal troubles I undersvent.  Io short, they
never ceased till they had procured a large in-
«ictment inst e at the Stafford assizes ;
where L fele the power of God, enubling me
to speak before o very great number of people,
being aceused of heresy, &o But I traly an-
swererdy, as my beloved brother Paul did in his
duy, viz. © In that way which some call heresy,
w0 choose [ toserve the God of my - tuthers, be-
lieving all that is written in the Jaw and the
prophets.” )

T Atter the Jong indictment was read, T was
nsked it 1 pleaded guilty, or not guiley. I said
I was not guilty of any evil, that I knew of, in
writing that book 3 but it they meant whether
T wrowe the buek or nmet (for they had quoted
many pages of the book in that indictment), 1
oivieil T did write it 5 und that if { might have
diberty to speak, I believed I should mike it
ananifest to be the plain wath of God.

Then the Judge stomd up and said, # Mr. El.
wall, 1 suppuose you have had a:copy of your
fndictment 2" I told him I had not had any
copy of it. " Upon which he. turned towards the
priests, and told ihen that I ouglit to bave had
copy of it.  But they not answering, he tarned
2o e, aud saidy that i 1 would give ball, and
be bound to appeat’at the next assizes, he would
defer my treial il then, But 1 told bim, I
wouald not wive bail, veither should tny man be
bound for me; that if the Prince of Wales him-
self would, he should not ;° for, said [, I have
a0 inuotent brenst aud I have - injared no maan
and thevelore I desive no other fivour, but that
L may have liberty to plead to the indictment
myself e - - .

Upont which he said  very courteously, You
may.  The Judge baving. given we lberty of
plending o the indictment, [ began my speech
with the sucred first commandment of God, viz.
“Fhon shalt have to other Gods but me.”’ | 1
insisted upun the word Me being @ singulur  and

that L was plain and cerinin’ that Gud spake of )

himsell’ av' one single persun or being, and not
thrue ‘distinet persons. - “And .that it was mani-
Sfest, that all she 'chuveh of ‘God, which then
beard thoga- wotds, understood: it jn the same
plain vbviovs sense as I do ;. as Is most evident
from he words of the prophet Moses, who suid
to Isruel thus 3 * Unto thes it was sheweil, thit
thou wightest know thut the Lord he is God,
there Is 1ou2 clse buside him § 'out “of heaven he

made thee hear his voice,”’ &e. I told them that,
from the words He, and Him, and His, it was
certain God was but one single person, one single
He, or Himy or His. I told them, that all the
putriarchs from the beginniug of the world, did
alwiays address themselves to God as one single
being 3 ¢ O thou Most Iligh God, possessor of
heaven and exvth.”  And Abvaham said to the
king of Sodom, ¢ T have litt up wy hand unto
the Lord, the Most High God, the possessar of
henven aud earth,” &e¢.  They knew nothiug of
a Trinity, noe of God’s being a plurality of per-
soha; that monstrous doctrine was not then horn,
nor of two thousand years after, till the apostacy
and pupery besnn to put up its Hlthy head.

Then [ told them, that all the prophets wit-
nessed to the truth of the same pure uncorrupted
Unitarian doctrine ¢ of one Gaody and no other
but he ; have we not ril one Father 2 Uath
not oue God created us 2°' Then I told thew
the words of God to Abraham, * Tan God Al-
mighty, walk before me, and be thou perfect ;7
and by the prophet Isaiab, *¢ To whoem will ye
liken me, or shull 1 be equal 2 saith the Holy
Oune, nat the Holy Three. T told them that the
words Me and Qnedid utterly exclude any other
person’s being Gad but that One single Me;
amd that God himself often testifies the same
truth, by snying, © Is there uny God besides we ?°
And then tells us plainly, *There is no God
1 know not any 3 1 am the Lord, and there is
none else 3 there is no Gud besides me” (Isaiah
xiv. 5.)

Now, said T, let God be true and every man a
linr, that is, every man that contradicteth him ;
for he is the God of truth y he suys ¢ X lift up
my hand to heaven, I say, I live for ever.”

After T had pleaded many texts in the Old
Testament, T began to enter the New, and told
them, that our Lord Juesus Christ, the prophet
like unto Moses, leld forth the same docteine
that Moses bad done ; for when a certain raler
came to ask him which was the first and great
commandment, or huw he expounded it, he told
him the same waords that Moses had said, < ITear,
O Israel, the Lord thy God is one Lovd (not
three,) and thou shale love the Lord thy God
with all thy heart,”’ & And the seribe said,
¢ ‘Thou hast answered right, fov there js bat one
Ged, and thees is no other but he.”  Then I
mentioned the words of Christ, in John xvii. 3,
as very 1emarkable and worthy of all their obser-
vation 3 ¢ This is lite eternnl, to know thiee,
the only trae God, and Jesus Clirist whom thou
hust sent.”  And then [ turned my face divecily
to the priests, my prosecutovs, (whao all steed on
the right side of the Judge,) Now, said L, since
the lips of the blessed Jesus, which always spolie
the truth, say his Father §s the only true God,
who is be, and who ave they, that dure to set up
anather in contvadiction to ey blessed Lovd, who
says his Father is ¢ the only trine God™?

And I stopped to sce if wny of them would
answer 3 but the power of God came over them,
‘so that all their mouths were shut up, and not
oie of them  spike u word. 8o that I turned
abinit “pver ‘my - left ‘shoulder, and' warned “the
people in the fearof Gaod, not to take theie reli-
givus sentiments from men, but from God ; not
from the pope, but from Christ ; nov from pre-
lates nor privsts, but {von the prophets sud apos-
tles.

And then T turned towavds the Judge, and
told him, that T was the more conviveed of the
trath of what I had said, from the words of my
blesserd Lord, who said, “ Call no man Father
here upon earth 5 for oune is your Father, even
Gmle  And eall noman Master 3 for one is your
Master even Christ.”  From bhence, said T, I
deduce this natural inference, that, in all things
that are of aspiritual nature, we ought to take
our religion from God and his prophess, from
Christ and his apostles. It will be too long to
mention all the texts and proofy that I made use
of 3 I will only add ong’or two, as that of Paul,
} Cor. viii, 0, where the apostle tells us,
“ There is no God but one ; for though there be
that ave ealled gods (:ls there be gods many, amd
lords many), both in heaven and earth : but to
us there is but otie Gud, the Father, of whom
are all things :*  so that T told then here was a
plain demonstration, for he says there is but one
SGod, and tells us who that one Guod is, thatis,
the Father.” And therefore, no other person
could be God but the Father ; and what I had
written in oy book was the plajn troth, and
fonnded on. God's own words, ' ¢ Thou shalt
have no other Gods but me."

Iu short, I could plainly perceive there was a
general convincement through the eourt.  The
Judge and justices of the peace did not Yike the
prosecution 3 but saw plainly that, * out of envy
the priests had done it.”' I then began to set be-
tore them the odious naturve of that hell-born
pringiple of persecution, and that it-was hatched
in hell 5 that it never came from Jesus Christ ;3
that be and his folluwers were often persecuted
themselves, but they never pévsecuted any - that
‘we haid now a flagrant indtanee of it in the Pa-
pists at Thorn 5 where they first took away
their schools where our brerhren the Protestants
edneated thefr childedn 3 then they took away
the places of their veligious worship ;. then they
put them in prisons ; then confiscated their es-
ates 3 ound, lust of all, took away their lives.
~ Now we ean ery dut Jowd enough against this,
and shew ‘the infiumanity,. cenélty and birbarity’
of it ; but, it we,'who call ourselves Protestants,
shall be found acting in’ the suine spirit agninst
others, the ciime will-‘be greuter Tn us than in
them ; becaunse -Wweé have attained’ to greater de-

grees of light than they. . :

Howeéver 1 tuld thém, that T had put my

all men ns near as I could ; and that as I owed
no man here anything, so 1 would not pay u
penny towards this prosecution. And that I
was sure of it, that whatever fine they laid on
wme, or whatever hole ov prison, said I, you thrust
e into, I shall find God's living presence with
me, as I feel it this day ; and so ended wy
speech.

Upon this, a Justice of the pence, one Robert
Humpateh, got up, went to the Judge, Jaid bis
hand upon the Judge's shoulder, and said, ¢ My
Lord, 1 know this man to be an honest man, and
what I say, I speak not by bearsuy, but experi-
ence, for | was his next-door neighbour three
yeavs,”  Also another justice spuke to the smne
effect,  Then the Judge spoke to e  Mr,
Elwall, T perceive you have studied very deeply
into this controversy, but have you ever consulted
any of our reverend ¢lergy and bishops of the
Church of England 2 1 answered, Yes T have,
and, among others, the Archbishop of Canterbury
bimself, with whom [ have exchanged ten letters,
viz four | buve had from him. and six he had
from me. (At which words all the priests stared
very earnestly.)  Well, says the Judge, and was
not the Aprchbishop able to give you some satis-
faction in these points, Mr. Elwall 2 T said, No;
bug rather the reverse 5 for that in all the letters
U sent to the Archbishop, T grounded my argu-
ments upon the words of God and his prophets,
Christ and bis apostles ; but in bis answer to me,
he referred me to wets of parlinment, declarations
of state, &e. : whereas I told the Bishop, in ove
of my letters, that | wondered a man of his na-
turitl and acquired abilities should he so weak as
to tarn me over to human authorities, in things
of a divine nature ; for though jn all things that
are of a temporal nature, and concern the civit
suciety, ** 1 will be suliject to every ordinance of
man fur the Lord's sake,” even frow the king
upon the throne, down to the meanest officer jn
the land § yet in things that are of a spiritual
nature, and concern my faith, my worship of
God, and futuve state, I would * call no man
Father upon earth,” nor regard cither popes ov
councils, prelates or priests of any denomination,
vor convocations, nor assemblies of divines § but
obey Guod and his praphets, Christ and his apos-
tles . Upon which the Judge answered, ¢ Well,
il his Grace of Cunterbury wus not able to give
vou satistiction, Mr. Elwall, | believe ¥ shall
not 3 and so he sat down and Tested him ; for
i think he had stood up an hour and a quarter

Then he stood up aguin, and tarning to the
priests, talked softly to them. I did not heat
what they said to him 3 but [ guessed from what
the Judge suid next § for, says hey, ¢ Mr, Elwall,
you eannot but be sensible that what you have
written, being contrary to the commonly recoived
dectrines of the church, it has given offence to
some of your neighbours, and particularly to the
clergy ¢ are you willing to prowise, before the
face of the country here, that you will not write
any more on this head ?*° 1 answered, God foy-
bid that I should make thee such a promise 3 for
when I wrote : this book, " Udid it in the fear of
God 3 and 1 ditt not write it to please the church
of Rune, nor the charch of England, nor the
chureh of Scotland 5 but to please that God who
gave me breath, aud thevcfove, if atany time !
find myself drawn forth to write in defence of
this sacred first commandment, or auy other of
the ten, 1 hope T shall do it in the sune spirit of
sincerity as 1 have this.” And 1 perceived the
Judge was vot in any wise displeased at my hou-
est, phnn, bold ‘answer ; but rather his heart
seemued to be kaitin love to me; and he soon de-
ed me acguitted 5 then the clerk of the ar-
ns or assizes, stood up awd said, ¢ M. Elwall,
you are acquitted ;5 you may go out of court when
you please,”

Sv 1 went away through a very great erowd
of peaple (for it was thought there was a thou-
sand people at the trial). aud having spoken long
I was athirst. so went to o well and  drank.
Then 1 went out of town by a river-side and
looked nbout, sud seeing no one near, 1 kneeled
down on the bauk of the river, and seut up my
thank-offering to that good God who had deliv-
wred e out of their hands.

By the time 1 had. returned to the town, the
court was up and gone to dinner; a justice of
peace and avother person met me, and would
huve me to eat and drink with them, which !
did ; and afurwards, as 1 was walking along
the streeg, somne persons hove up a great sash
window, and invited me up to them ; and when
! entered the vovm L found ten or a dozen per
sons, most of them justices of the peacé, and
amongst them a priest, whem they called Dog-
tor.  Oune of the justices took me by the hand,
and said, Mr. Elwall, 1 am heartily glad to see
you, and I was glad to hear you bear your testj-
mony so holdly. as you did,  Yea, says another

yjusticn, and 1 was glad to see Mr. Elwall come

off with tlying colours as he did ; upon which
the priest sabl (in o viry bitter manner), * He
ought to have been hungeds” T turned unto him,
and said, Friend, 1 perceive thou dost not know
what spirit thou art of ; fur the Son of Man
came not- to destroy, but io save : but thow
wouldst have me destroyed. Upan which one of
the justices said, * How now, Doctory, did not
you henr one oft the justices suy, that he was an
Lonest man, and that what he said was not by
hevesay, but by experience ; and would you have
honest tnen hanged, Doctor 2 1s this good. doc-
trine 2" So that the priese suid but little more
tor soms time’; so 1 took leave of the jusxicl“s,
an took horse for Wolverhampton, for | kuew
there would be’ great joy in my family, for the

‘| common people 1ill; expected to lear of my being

fined and imprisoned, . But: a: farmer, that lived:

house in order, and mode up my. accounts with
1

near> who bad been upon the jury ‘at Stafford,

got to town before me, and the people went all
up and asked him, what have they done to Me-
Elwall 2 Have they put him in prison ? He
answered, * No ; he preached there an hour to-
gether, and our parsons could say never a word.
Whut must they put him in prison for ? . I told
our foreman of the jury Mr. Elwall was an hon-
est many, and his futher was an honest man, X
knew him very well o they were all damped.
But there wns great joy in my family, and
amangst all my friends.  Praises, living proises
be attributed to that good Ged who delivered me
out of their hands ! .

Christ never told us of that new invention, of
his buman nature praying to his divine nature ¢
but, like a true obedient Son of God, subwnitted
to death, even that eruel death which the hatred
and covy ol persecuting, wicked priests inflicted:
on him, beeause he had so pliinly and truly told
them all their blinduess, covetousness, prid:-.', and
hypocrisy.  And therefore ** God raised him
from the dead 3 awd for his faithfulness God has
exalted him to be a prince and a saviour to all
thase that obey that pure doctrine which God
gave him to tench—that, denying ungodliness
and sinful lust, we should live soberly and righte.
ously In this world”  Then are we his disciples
indeed, when we shall do thoss thingy that he
bath commanded.  Then shall we be saved, not
by the merits of Christ,—that is another human
invention ; for he never did any thing but what
was his duty ta do, and therefore could not merit
any thing for others 5 but be taught us the true
way to find acceptance with God, and that was
by ¢ doing the will of his Father which is in
heaven,” and therein he is the way, the life, be
vause no one cometh unto the Father bat by
that way,

Neither did he make satisfuction unto God
for us, Tt was impossible, and what God never
vequired 3 but “ he who had no pleasure in the
dealy of sinners, but vather that they should turn
from wickedness and live,” out of the immesura~
Ule beight and depth of his love, directed our
Lord Jesus Christ to teach mankind a never-fail-
ing way of being reconciled to God 3 and that
was by sincere repentance and reformation. This
wias the gospel, or good tidings, of Jesus Christ
‘ Repent ye, for the kingdom of heaven is al’:
hand.”  He tells us “ I am not come to call the
righteous, but sinners to repentance ;7 and by
that beautiful, excellent parable of the Prodigal
Son, he illustrates the tender mercy of his God
and our God, of his Fauther and our JFather,
without auy satisfaction,  The compassionate
Father required none at all, but humble confesn
sion and submission, with sincere repentance, and
veformation, and then comes * the best robe, the
ring, the shoes, and the fatted ealt,” to demons-
trate the paternal acceptance without satisfaction
or sucrifices “but a broken and a contrite heart,”
which he will never refase, for he can s soon
cease to be God, as cease to be merciful

As to the Trinitavians, nothing s more plain,
than that they feed upon ashes ;. a deceived heart
hath turned them aside,” because they will not
make use of those rational faculties which God
hath given them. nor say, s there not a lie in
my vight hand 2 Otherwise they would never
flatter the humble Jesus, nor make the most high
God to be a plurality of persons,

For as to the Holy Ghost, it is evidently no
distinct person from God, any more than 1 man’s
spirit is a distinet persop from the man j so that
the Spirit of God is God’s Spirit, a8 is manifest
from Scripture tnd reason. Gen. vi, 3. ** My
spirit shall not always strive with man s And
the spirit of God maved upon the face of the wa-
ters;  Aud God said, Let there be light, and
there was light ;5 And God suid, Let there be a
firmament in the midst of the waters ; And God
made all things by the wovd of his power,” . So
that the word of God, and the spivit.of God nre
not distinct persons from God, but the power of
God. and the energy of Gud, :

The sume degree of blindness that Ieads Trini
tarians to call the word of God, snd the spirit of,
God, destinet persons, would Jend them to call
the . wisdom of Gud, the love of God, the good-
ness of God, the peace and wiercy of God, distinet-
Personis 5 and make God a Trinity of Trinities;
for it is certain that Ged js expressly ealled by
all those names, o '

But whosoever goes about to father this ab-'
surd aud contradictory doctring of the Trinity.
upon Jesns Christ, does egregiously’ abuse him,
who told us pluinly, * his Futher wis groater’
than he, and that he could do nnlliing of hime:
self 3 which is a demorStraiion that he is not
God ; for we are sure’ God iy omnipotent, and
can do"all ‘things of himselt; being self-existent’
and indeépendent, the supreme Crentor of the uni=’
verse ; and in this it is. that the Unitminns®
triamph s unanswerable believing - in- Jesus-
Christ, who told us his Futher was the anly true:
God, (Johin xvil. 3.) 4 Father this is eternal
life, that they might know thee, the only true.
God, and Jesus Christ, whom thon hast sent.”.. -

NOTICE.
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