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old cnough to dispense '.vith further studies, and ta act, as tiheir orn mais.
tresses li"

S Lyndoch raieed lus clear, grcy eycs, and ?canned the tbrcc fitir faces;
Miriam's, imperious, disdainful ; Lydia'a, placid, patient; Stella"., terrilfly
bot aLnd anxioUs.

8 ~ I "So much depends an tho circurnetances," lie ansivcred gravi'.
tbink your daughter and your nieces coula bardly do lietter Ilhan folloiv thc

S course of life they have ben living up ta the present lime. Tho %vorld bas
100 little to offert ibat we should chucb, and squarnlcr il too soon."1

I detest chat k'ind af philasaphy," Miriam said, lier eyes llashing as
slhe met Iyndocb's quiet gaze. I I the world lias sueli a bitter experience
ta teacb, iszn't il beller ta gel it over at once and ilot go on deluding one's
self with false hopes that wve shall only :nock at afterwards Vp

lie looked for a moment in silence, but Mirianis gaza did flot ivavcr,
aud hie kncwv silo was wvaiting for lus reply.

Il Wa8 s Eve happier in lier Eden, or dia she rejaice wlien shc lîad tastcd
the darker fruits cf kznowledge ?'

I do nat knawv; I suppose if she had not fouud tie fruit ilien tic
wakening %vould have came at samte future limue, and she %vauld stili have
beun dissatisficd."

After ibis Lionel I.yldoch laupscd into his former silence. lic wvauld
have likcd ta continue the arguîenl-la have broughît lier round ta blis iway
af tbinking, for the sake af cnsuring lier pence ai mind ; but Miriatu was a
dangerous oppanent, and, if lie %vas ta, have sway wvith hier, it, -would bc hcst,
hie thaught, ta hald his own in silence.

Ilefore another remark had becu iaunched a chiid's shrill cry af terra;
echocd fram the staircase;- a cry iliat %vas rep)eated again and again, strik in.".
sudden agony iat, at least, thie sauls af îwa who licird the firsi lielpîss
shriek.

IlMy Goal samneibing lias happencd ta Diara !.' Sir Harcourt cxclaimcd,
staggering to his feet, bis face wvhite and ghias:ly, the grcat clamuny drops
starting out on his brov, IlMy Foar child-my Iloor baby 1"

Lyadocb ivas the firsî te reachi the door, îo let in the ominotis blaze of
iight filling the hall ; and on the firsi landing, v.ith hier uitile arnis liîrowvn
upward in terror, stood Dora in flames, lier long niglîr.dress fast blzckening
over slender bidy, lier ilaxon curie singed out of aIl fairnea-s.

Lydia uttered a cry and sank on thc floor sobbing, while Sir lHarcourt
made his ivay, likec a mnan suddcnly strickcn wih blindncss, te tic font of
the staircase; but be-fore tiîem sul-sivifî as tbe fla5li af a bird*s wing-
thero darted the formn ai Miriani, and, in tbe sanie instant, the' sav bier
tear the flarning garment, frain the cbiid, crusb tbe langues of tire from tic
darkened bair, aiîd îhcn, %vrapping the small quivcring faim in the fclds of
lier dress, sbecl tIspcd the child ta ber bosoui, and prcssed her lip3 ta, the
Ihale,, borror-strieken face %çith passionate enuotiotu.

lt had ail been done Sa quickly-tbe cbild rescued ftom the lieril of a
hideous deatb, almosi before atîyaee bncI realizjd the danger; and naiv
MNLiriamn knelt arnong ibe still sîuxouldtring fragments of Dir.%'s niglît.drcss,
soothing the child's terrified cries, and strai:îing her ta her lîeart as thaugu
her arms coula never loose ilîcir hold ag-iin upan tba littie ircmbling foru.

W'hat a change from a kw% inomcnt:s 1 Was Ibis girl, vith bier unllincb
ing and heraic courage, ber wild forgcîf..lncss ai self, 'lhe samne %vho bncI
sliou eucli a spirit ai vain, unreasonable pride ?

Witlîout a wvord, Lionel Lyndocb liad subdued tic rcîiiimîig 1tbnies,
anid, as the chiid's shriecks- subsidcd. and she ciung lightcr In Miriiim, lic
b.-nt dawn and tried ta îstke tht litile onc from lier.

IlYou -ire b2dly burt," lie sait), bis face turning pile as bie saw the scars
scaring 'Miriani's fair, delicate armis wbich tic quaint, puffslccves lcit bare
altuost ta the shoiauder. Il ou niuzi have a drossing put on yciur nus
direcil::. 1 illink the cbild was moreT teîr-ficd Ilian injnred-your presence
ai mid nuid clizickncss uf actiojn saved hiem."

Mîrmanu louàzctl uli at hini vactutly-dinily conscious iluat ie %ça!. slieak-
irg Io lier-ibMt lie wvasier ta lill savc Dira ; t-.,cn a 'ihi, 3:nking sen-
zatiaî i ook, liassc4sion cf lier. ançi as lier armis rel.txc:d iir il-l p i he
chiiId, shte satik férvward in a dead fiint.

Wlibcr conscioutices rciurncd \Miriani was lying an a s-ia . l thc rooan
thcy ui.4d as a bouduir, ai.il ff3rbira wvas li>eding over bier, pîutling sanie
coahing lotion te licr aclîiiig aTms

II 71o brougb: ine hecte t" shc askcd, Irying to raiso l:ersehlf un the big
chiintz pilloiv. Il I ihouglit I was an the staitcase wilh Dora 1"

IYou fain:cd, Miss Mollie, and Mr. Lyndocb carried you in hcre. lie
preîmared ibis dressing for YOUr arMnS, anud lie says if you keep it on the burns
will ncarly ail bc gone by thc mninig."

IlThank Ileaveil. 1 sivcd Dora froni burnin&," shic eclaime.d, closing
bier cycs, as tbc terrible scee came back ta lîcr, Ilivas shc nîucb hurt ?"

"lNo, Mise, she cscaped ab if b>' a miracle ; andi only ;dl bier ptîty curîs
arc singrd ors. M.N. Lyndocb says nobody could bave fluDg Ihc burning
cloihcs iran iher so quicki>', and hc thinks tbe child awces lier lile to you."

IlAnd baw did il all bappen ?" 'Miriai askcd, shuddeming as sc piciuredl
ihe horrible toriure ta wbicb Dora might bave beenà doon.ed, I'how did ai
set hersaI f on fic V"

"IlI 3cczna tbat aiter 1 hadc put hier ta bec] she goi up and carried the
candle 1 had loft buiîiing down to your rooin. -She wnîd ta %rait tbcre
until you came tîp, no as ta Sec you Itgain %vith Ibis white salin dress, and
Ille pecarls in vaur bain. She must hava Icaned oirer the flaie ai the candie
and sct lire ta licr nigt.î*dress; the onl>' mc> is ibatzhe iras nai burni ta
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