
HINTS Tg AUTHORS.

the Proverb, is more easily led by exam ple than pre-
cept, outrthikd mile is, 4'iJe melancholy yourself."
This is perhaps the most indispensable of ail the ac-
cessories to the paîlîetic. If a lIèlow with a great
round laughing face begins telling a tale ofwoe, the
4hing appears ridiculous at oric 1e. You miglit as
ýtvel1 expect a book on cookery from the living skcl.
eton. And here wic have agriiii nuns)eaka-,bl'ad-
vantage over Nature, insomueih as wc have it in our
power te paint ourselves in as sombre colors as we
like. There should bc no want on the anthor's part
of the drops of sympatheîtic mîotion, and you inay
depcnd upon it, -wheit readers sec a mau-and hierc
it will be useful, to describe yoursolf as a veterani of
a hun.dred ffghts-wvhen the roader, wc say, secs a
gallant, officer continually crying, lie w'ili in time
,suspect that there must bc astonishing pathos in the
narraive, and in ail probability wvill "weep witlh thee
tear for tear.

These rcgulations, it Nvill be scen, refer onlv Io
the author, and flot ta the subjoct or conduect of .bis
composition. lVhat lias been said, however, of the
personal requisites of the wvriter, applies with equal
force, in soine styles of the pathetic, Io the hiero of'
the story. There are certain classes'ofmelanelioly
composition that require quite another species of hierô'
-suchias the simple-the humble-or the natural.
In this style, the more gentle, unassuming and niekl

yen, zake your hero, or, stili botter, your hieroine,
the greatest chance yon have of succcss. This,
hewever, is too dangerous a style ta venture on, as
you must trust to the worliing'(s of nature, and not
to thedictates of art. Wd hs hrfr,~osa
have nothing to do just now, farther than to sav, that
Sterne-s-Maria and Le Fevre-Margaret Lindsay-
P#ù1 and Virgiria-and similar wor(s, do notcorne
wvithin out caýegory of the pathetic, aad scein as if
they had been written in direct contradiction ta our
mules. One of thé great crnterions of the reality ai
grief is its flot Nvaitimg for the fittest places for its
display. Truc sorrow, we knotv, is irrepressible,
and incapable of being hid. It is tiierefore proper
to introduce the most distressing m'olits of inci-
dents at ail Limes and seasans. Yhen your hiero-
ine goes ta a christening, let lier sighl over tlie mis-
eries of lfe, and, in the gayest company you can
imagine, let her go inta a corner of the dimuly lighî-
ed hall-whcre every now and tîen she hiears tle
swell ofjoyous music froin the dancing-xooi-and
theme let lier look out of the ivindoiv up ta the star-
lms sky and weep as muchi as site can. 'NIe. have
known this have a very powverful cfect, and we cari
answer for it, that flot one reader in ton xviii ever
think of asking the cause of herm elancholy. Their
symfpathies are aivak-ened ai once, and il scems a
sort ofuinfeeling impertinence ta make any enquinies
as«to the causes of a young lady's tears.

But there is another almost certain proaf of the
profundity ofsorroiv, and that is it's extravagance.

Peoope in dlespair always scratch thoeir faces, and

pull hiandftus of their hair up by the roots. This is
a knolwn fact as may be seen by observing the acti-
ons of Belvidera the nexi time you see the character
reptesented by a lady of stronger feelin s thanIMiss
O'Niell. Your hero must, therefore, bc most strictly
prohibited from. sho *n the siightesî regard to the
probable. Both ini incident and behaviour, the more

improbable you are the better. IVe se lîoi littie
effect, the most appaliing misenies produce the moc-
ment they are auitheuticated. As long as -%ve our-
selves considered the history of the 13lack-hoIe of
Calcutta a fiction, %ve used ta ivcep over it withthe
higliest, sati3facttion ; but, w~hen wvo discovcred that ir
wvas an actualt rcality, ive experienccd, a sort of re-
vulsion of feelingr on the stubjeî, and lost ail comi-
miseration f'or the hutndred or two '«ho were stifled,

qted(, and îrampled to dcaîh. rhis, '«e suspect
is an ahnost universal. feeling, as ive can prove front
the conduct ai certain politicai phulantrophists, wvho
seeni veiy probably ta exliaust ail tlîoir powers of
sym pathy upon cases of very prohîcînaticai silrffiig
ai the antipodes, and have not ]uitherto, so far iq '«e
have heard, subscribed a shilling of their 'nints' to mc'-
lieve the multitudes '«ho are starving nt their doors.
IL will, therefore, bo advisable, i addition ta the
inost cxaggcrated incidents, ta place the scenes of
thein a god Nvay off:

,1 s gligt recapituilation wvill ho useftil in impres-
sin g theso ru les and] r.egu lai ions onthereader's mmid
and ive '«ili af e~ards illutstrate thein in a little tale
'«hidi shall exemphily the lending points of our sys-
Lem.

Therc are îwo rulcs applicable almosi equally Ia
the author and the hiero, viz. ho handsorne-anà bc
m clan chboly.

'j'le otliers, whiclh apply more ta the person.-gcs
and incidents of tic story, are-void siniplicity and,
îîattraliess, if suchi a, Word is alawahle. Be lug-
uibtintus im season and out of season. Bce as extrav-
agrant as Voit can, bothi in thc advontures yoit nr-
rate, and the conduct, of the nctors-pace your scene
at, a, distance, use higi-loivi %vord r as il is called,
indulge in fine w~rittng ; and] is licart must indéed
be. hardened against the noblcst feeingi:s of our na-
turc '«hvio does not tremble %vitlî syinpathetic enthiu-
siasin aven the nîiseries and the a-(rotnies of sufièringY
hutmanitv. Who, for instance, Wvill refuse his deeP-
est si-lis ta the followiug, -«h ii wve have called The
Fatal Te'ars?2

INTRÔODUCTION.

A Elle spout-in the din oi battle, whore the cease]ess
caninonadeof flashing artillerv rev-crberated froin the
moi.îainous recesses, w '«hidi frcdom, patýriotism
and tic Guerila chieftains of the south ai 'Spain ne-
tincd for a soason, lile Antzmus, ta ho reinvigorated

byto e efforts vh ich ivas made ta strangie thean
likze the ty dra, on the hojîr of their binîh, lins left
me '«arn iii persan, indeed, wviîl the r',arls of mil-
itary distinctioli on my bnow and the hreast of nîy
surtout, but fresh aîîd v igorous inmm, u tender in
feeling as '«hen. in the hou rs ofniy carly boyhood,
my young hieart palpitated ta the talc of suliering,
and my hnighit eyes lùrnislied a torrent of tears ta
every tale of woe. 33cs 1 ara thaukful to hecavera,
'«hich leaves nie as ready te weep as ever; and, oh!1
is there a happiness left; to console us, like Pandora 4s
box, which contained -hope, inestimable Hope, nit
tlie bottoru of it, greater or more delightful, or
worthier of a tender and manly spirit, than the pow-
er af lbending the head under the wveight of affliction
and soothing the wourided spirit '«iii a bniny flood ?
Ofienhave I mourned over the miseries of ivar-
oftcu '«etmiy bcd iih te execions of the Jachry-


