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always heen given to the preaching of the
gospel in this mission; and other instru-
mentalities, however valuable, have occu-
pied a subordinate place. The good news
of salvation through a crucified Saviour
admits of no substitute. Its efficacy has
been tested for more than 1800 years, and
men of every colour, kindred and tongue,
have found it to bo the power of God unto
the salvation of their souls. It was the

reaching of the gospel thas laid hecathen-
1sm in ruins on this island, and we must
still depend on the gospel for the religious
and moral clevation of the natives. I am
greatly assiste? in this department of the
work by some of the elders, who do the
duty of local preachers. Their attainments
are of course limited ; but they are sarnest
men, and like most natives have a great
facility for communicating the knowledge
they possess. They are cautious, and scl-
dom venture to expound scripture, which
their missionaries have not previously ex-
plained to them ; and they often repeat the
substance of our discourses in a formp that
is intelligible, attractive and edifying to
their countrymon. The elders from whom
T derive most aid are Nareva, Lathella,
Kaka, Nasaw-an-alaig and Pita: all of
whom so far as I know, are Ged fearing
and exemplary men.

EDUCATION.
The cause of education advances slowly

in the right direction. It has been ouruim |

to teach every native capable of instruction,
to read the word of God in his own tengue.
This object has been gained s some extent,
though therearestill someanong the oldand
the young who are unable to read. The
natives of this island huve peculiar advan-
tages, as the teachers are numerous, and
few of the peuple are at an inconvenient
distance from some school. The time is
not distant when the number of our schools
will be diminished, and confined chicfly to
the children. The schools at Mr. Inglis’
station and my own for training naive
teachers arc condueted as usual. ‘“L'he
number of scholars on my list at this time
is between twenty and thirty, most of
whom expect to become teachers on their
own or other islands. Many have gone
forth from shese schools already to the
heathen islands, one of whom have heen
honoured by God to lay the foundation on
which others are now building. We do
not find the same readiness on the part of
our teachers to embark in missionary work
#s in former ycars. It may he that the
ardour of their first love is on the decline ;
and ]in the }?rescnt 1rcduced state oflthe
population the people are very unwilling
to leave the isl‘t)zct?d. Neverth{less, Anei-
teum is still favourably represented abroad,
and we arc yearly adding to the mumber

of our teachers on the islands. There are
seven tenchers now labouring on IFutuna,
five on Tana, one on Aniwa, one on Erro-
manga, and three on Fate, all of whem are
married men. Mrs, Geddie labours per-
severingly with her orphan school.  She
has about {orty scholars, one-half of whom
reside on our own premises. ‘The childven
who are not under our immediate contral
are very fugitive in their habits, and irregn-
lar in their attendance, This school not-
withstanding these disadvantages has tarn-
ed out some of the best scholars on the
island.

PILGRIN’S PROGRESS,

The most important issuc from our pres
during the past year has been the *¢ Pil-
grim’s Progress.” It was translated chicfly
by Mvs. Geddie. She spent much time
over it, and has succeeded in prepaving a
very literal and intelligible tran<'ation of
the work. In some instances yepetitions
have been avoided, but in other respeets
the integrity ot the wo:k hus not been in-
terfered with., It reads well in the Anei.
teum languge, which is ainirably adapted
to express the urtless suyings, the graphic
descriptions, awl the agreeable similitudes
with which it abounds. The wonderful
alleizovy is likely to become a popular and
favorite book with the natives.  They often
refer 10 it in their public addre:ses, and
draw_many of their illustrations from it.
I read it at our weekly prayer meeting and

endeavour to explain it.

GIVING TO THE LORD.

The natives at my stations have made
their contributions of arrowroot which
amounted to 1200 lbs, this vear. ‘The
most of it has been sent to New Zealand
by she Dayspring to be sold, and the pro-
ceeds will be forwarded to the British and
Foreign Bible Society. Our various re-
mittances to the Society will about cover
the expense of printing the New Testamens
and the book of Psalms. We are now in
correspendence  with the Society about
g‘riming the first instalment of the Ol

‘estament, which will comprise nearly
double the amount of matter contained in
the New Testament, and will cost about
£600 sterling. The generous manuer in
which the Society has always acted towards
this mission entitles them to our warmess
gratitude. In addition to centributions for
printing the Scriptures, our natives made
a systematic cffort, during the past year, to
raise means for the support of their teach-
ers. They have not money to give, and
their contributions consisted of native and
foreign property. It wasvalued at £56 ster-
ling, which was divided among 23 teachers.
The property collected was of course in*
sufficient to mect the wants of the teachers,



