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not my purpose- to burdtii this address with statistics, hut to place

iK'fori' you some facts iii confirmation of my contention, I have asketl

Mr. Irnest H. Ci(Klfrey of the Dominion ( ensiis and Statistics Ol'ticc

for » ertain data l)e,iriiin on ry subject. He has very kindly respfmtied

and I shall now read the paraKra{>hs that he has prepared.

"Sumhfr of Persons dfpendent upon Av.rittilturi\ The total

population of Canada, as returned at the Census of 1911, was 7,2()6,64,<.

Of this total .V'>2.S,fi7'>, or ahout tifty-four |)er cent, was classified as

rural. The numlx-r of jxtsoiis eiinaned in or deiKndent ujxm a^ri-

culture in Canada may safely la' placed at about fifty-five pe-r cent

of the total.

"iMnd in Canada capable of dnolini In Auriailtnre. Varying

estimates ha\e inen nia<le front time to time as to the extent of l.md

in Canada that can \k' devoted to agriculture out of the total land

area of Canada, which is placed at 2„^()6.5()2,4(K) acres. Without

including!: the -eas outside of the nine provinces as at present con-

stituted, a m(xierate estimate, based upon census data, is that 440,-

«>51,(KK) acres is ix)ssible of cultivation as farm land. (See Year M(K)k,

mi4, p. 208). The total area of land now withm the iKiundaries of

the nine provinces is 1,401 ..?U),41.? acres. Of 'his area 109,<)48,'>««

ures, ot less th;>.n e ght pet cent, were returned at the ( ensus of 1911

as ill occupai.,)n as farm land.

"If, however, we confine attention to land within the provinces

that is more innnediately available for settlement, wi fmd th;.t

altoRether there aro just under sixty million acres, consisting of about

twenty-eight million acres of the Dominion Public Lands open to

homestead entry, and alxjut .51,800,000 acres of the Provinc Public

Lands a\ailabk' for agricultural settlement.

"The occupied farm lands referred to, \iz., 109,948,988 acres

are di\ isible into in-proved lands, 48,733,823 acre:- and unim|)roved

land 61,21.S,'6.S acres; so that adding this latter total to the 59,800,000

acres of public lands awaiting settlement, we get a total of about 120,-

000,000 acres of land capable of almost immediate application to

agriculture.

"I'aliie of Agricultural Production. In 1915 the field crops of

Canada were valued at about 8800,000,000, but this was an

exceptional \ear as regards yield, and the average annual value is

more nearly 8650,000,000. If we add to this figure the estimated

value of farm live stock, say 8750,000,000, we get a total of 81,400,-

0011,000 as the total value of the annual agricultural production of

Canada. This figure does not include dairying pnxlucts. In 1910

the total value of the butter and cheese protlucfion of Canatla was

returneil as about 869,500,000. The value of agricultural production,


