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ROADS AND ROAD MAKING.

Much has been sald in the Legislature, In public

gpeaches m ontside the llouse by members of the|
Opposition, and in the press, supporting that small, but
energet d regarding the Highway Act of the
Hazen (i« rnwment, Those eminent highway engin-
eers of the Telegraph and Times have almost exploded
in their wrath over the provisions of the uct. They
have condemncd it in language xo strong that it at|,
most wrinkled the paper on ‘which it was printed,
There was nothing right about it. It was wrong in
principle, nnworkable, and increased the taxes of the

chorus of
press,

story,

the universal opposition
newspaper

10 the

people, This is
speakers and their

There is
one upon which too much stress
the Robinson Government
compelled to admit that the road act

however, and
laid. Refore
went out of power they were
they had forced

another side

cannot b

upon t people a few years before was a failure. In.
stead of improving the roads Mr. Robinson and- his
friends discovered when they had to face the elector-

ate that the roads were so bad that in many sections
of the province they were well nigh impassable. First
they sought to throw the responsibility on Divine Provi-
dence that had caused rain to fall, but, when it was

proved to them that in many sections the cause of
the bad roads was due either to direct dishonesty in

to deep rooted stupidity on the part

ay superintendents, they

Bome cases, or

of the men appointed as highw
changed front and said they would amend the law, but
gave no thes amendments
would be.

Mr

ndication as to what

owner of an automobile, and
he does a good deal of travelling over the roads. He

Robinson is the

in view of its past indifference, to take m hand in
settling the civic problem. Searching the world over
it has found In the United States a scheme of govern-
ment by commission which is r ded as bly
adapted to our present needs. 'The plan, in brief, is
to entrust the city’s government to a mayor and four
commissioners, or aldermen, and it has several good
points to recommend it. Perhaps the strongest point
in its favor, and the one which will appeal most to
the citizens generally, is embodied iu the following ex-
tract from a leaflet which the board has circulated:—

“The small council, as provided for in the govern:
‘ment by commission plan, provides the essential fea-
‘ture so generally accepted In the operation of all large
“or small business corporations, and constitutes what
“is practically the Board of Directors to conduct the
“business of the city.”

Here then we have a business proposition backed
by the wholesale merchants and manufacturers, and in
fact, by the business interests of the city, and we have
some degree of confidence that these gentlemen might
make it a success. We say to ourselves “here are
the men we have been waiting for, aroused at last, and
prepared from among their number to give St, John
this business administration, of which we stand so sorely
in need.”

That s what we might expect; but the
Board of Trade hastens to dispel what, after all that
has been said, is only an fllusion, _“Gentlemen,” say
the members of the board in effect to the citizens, “We
“have presented you with & new plan of civie govern-
“ment. We believe it to be a most excellent plan, We
“would point out that in order to make it & success
“we consider it absolutely necessary that the mayor
‘and the four commissioners, or aldermen, should de-
‘vote their whole time to the city's business, Nothing
will suffice, The remuneration we suggest s
“from $2,000 to $2,500 a year, We have no doubt you
‘will get excellent representatives on those terms, busi-
“ness men who will conduct the affairs of the city like
“a board of dirvectors You, of courge, could not expect
‘ug, the leading merchants and manufacturers of the
‘city, to give up our time for such a paltry considera-
“tion.  As far as any practical co-operation ig concern-
ed we must adhere {o the attitude wa have always
maiutained in regard to civie affaivs in the past. Our
“advice is at your service, but, as for being your repre-
that  figure, It wouldn’t pay, Please

“less

“sentatives at
“count us out.,”
Mr, G. E. Barbour, lucldly pofnted out at the meet-
ing the weakness of the scheme in this respect. The
committee, he sald, had not done itself justice in say.
ing that the plan proposed was that adopted in modern

business, The Bank of New Brunswick did not require
its directors to give their whole time to the bank's
affairs. He thought the provision requiring men to

devote their whole time to the city's business would ex-
clude a most desirable class.

“There are not two men here tonight,” he sald, “who
“would be prepared to throw down thelr own business
“and take up the city’'s work on these terms, I am
“opposed to this provision.” Other speakers expressed
similar opinions,

This, however, Is the proposition which 1s to go be-

the people as the result of the meeting‘ of the
Board of Trade on Monday night. The Standard main-
taing that the provision requiring the mayor and alder
men or commissioners to give their entire time to the
city for periods varying from two to four years, is
wholly unnecessary, and, if the commission scheme
should be adopted, it will exclude the very class of men
it would be in the best Interests of the city to secure.
We are told this plan has been found to work well
in other places, We are not concerned very much in
St. John with what has transpired in cities in the
'nited States under totally different conditions, If
we shut out practically all the members of the Board of
Trade and are dissatisfied with the class of men we have
in the Common Council today, what new species of
represgentative citizen do we expect to discover to con-
duct the affairs of St. John “on business principles?”

fore

The Telegraph went out of its way recently to

finds fault with their present) condition, but makes no
suggestion as to what should be done to improve them.
Mr, Labillois was a long time Chief Commissioner of
Publie Works, He ought to know something of road
making, and how to improve the conditions of the high-
ways of the province, It was he, we believe, who
sold the road mauaking nt purchased on the recom-
mendation of Mr. Campbell of Ontario, of good roads
fame, and which made a mile of good road out of St
John, and a * a mile out of Moncton, The reason
for selling plant was because it cost too much
3 he has thing to offer but criticism
801 The wise men of the Telegraph and
Times know a lot about everythi but dredging, but
they seem unable to g, anything that would be
an improvement on the nt methods of road making
gnd repairing in pr
ly the question of transportation

the highest fmportance, particularly to the|
1 population of 2 province, It I8 a ques-
tion tha 1 reality has no in party politics, Mr.
Hazen recognized this wi introduced the Highway

Act and asked
to the measure

e Opposition to sugge

s it passe( gh the House, No

improvements were. suggested time, and none
has been made since, Carping eriticism w all the
Opposition were capable of then, and they adopt the

Same attitude now,

Therg was no fair or honest attempt
visions to the act that improvement on
what the Covernment had fo view.
Act had prove i dire fallure, This the

would be an

men who made

it a law admilted Mr. Hazen had promised a new
act along lines which public opiaion demanded. He
promised this ag part of his political platform, and car-
ried out his pledge. The act may not be perfect, but,

g0 far, those eminent hLighway engineers who control
the utterances of the Telegraph and Times, have failed
to suggest an Improvement, and where the source of
wisdom Is so much at fault, ordinary mortals should not
be expected to attain perfection, even in a Highway Act.
tat if not perfect, the act is certainly an Improvement
on the one it repealed. It has brought a wiser and
more equitable expenditure of the people’s money on
the roads. It has given the people better roads where
the country is thickly populated, and also where the
population is scattered, There is mo section which
has not benefitted.

Better roads than are possible under this act can
only be provided by an fncrease of taxation. To
macadamize the trunk roads of the province, of which
there nre upwards of 1,000 miles, would be an immense
undertaking, Involving an expenditure of from $2500
10 $4,000 a mile. it would be nice to have such roads,
and perhaps Mr. Robinsou or his highway engineers of
the Telegraph and Times, may be able to suggest how
the money could be provided, or explain why the road
moking plant which was purchased at {he demand of
The Good Roads A 2! was di d of so soon.

THE INCONSISTENCY OF THE BOARD OF TRADE.

The meeting of the Board of Trade on Monday

improvements |

to add pro-|

The old H:gn\\:n"

suggest that certain articles in these columns comment-
ing on the weak points in the proposed plan of clvic
|government by commission were from the pen of Mr.
J. B. M., Baxter, the Recorder. It may, therefore, be
as well to state Mr, Baxter has nelfther inspired
nor contributed any of the articles on the subject re-
|ferred to. Presumably the object the Telegraph had
{in view wag to engender some opposition to the atti-
tude taken by The Standard, Since, however, Mr.
;Baxh-r s name has been mentioned, it is not difficult to
{r«(vull occasions on which the gentleman who is now
legal representative, has been in opposition
{to the Telegraph with results which were anything but
{flattering to that journal's boasted influence and prestige,

{the city's

,I Current Comment

| (Philadelphia Record.)

i Considerable progress may be made in conquering
|the serious difficulties in the way of navigating the air
1if aviators will do plain sailing and let the records
alone, It will be time enough to see how high one
can go and how far one can veniure over the sea and
against how much of a gale it is safe to fly after the
simpler difficulties have been conquered, Of course, if
no one is likely to be Kkilled fewer people will buy
tickets for the exhibitions, but it is about time some
attention was paid 1o human life,

(Moose Jaw Times.)

The French-Canadian business women in Montreal
are organizing a Chamber of Commerce for mutual bet-
terment. In this connection the startiing fact is re
vealed that onethird of Montreal's taxable property, or
property aggregating an assessment of $150,000,000, is
owned by women, and upwards of three thousand women
are engaged in business of which they are proprietors.
“La Federution des Dames &’Affairs,” will not be a negli-
gible guantity in Moutreal, ’

(Toronte Mail and Empire.)

The unanimity with which the business of the coun-
try opposes the piigrimage to Washington, and the ear
nestness with which it prays that nothing may be done,
are noteworthy features of the reciproeity sitaation.
Our business men turn in and elect Lauricrites at the
general election and then spend a season of fear and
trembling Jest these politicians carry out their schemes,

(Ottawa Journal.)

Those wishing o realize what a 1,160 mile Janunary
trip in the open, sach as Professor Macoun snd party
have just completed, iz, have only to walk to and from
work today, and then multiply it by sbout fifty,

(Ottawa Citizen.)
Wonder if one could pass a Canadian baak bill
more readily in Washington now. There was always

=

|

| T
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Dog Drags Young Master
from Water When Youth
Breaks Through lce--Second
Rescue in Few Weeks

e

New York, N. ¥, Jan, 17~Breaking
through the ice on the Morris canal
in the Brookdale section of Bloom.
field, N. J,, yesterday afternoon, Frank
Johnson, 12 years old, would bhave
been drowned, but for the prompt ac-
tion and iotelligence of his collia
Rex. The boy was strolling along the
canal towpath, accompanied by Rex,
and wondering if the ice was strong
enough to bear his weight. He at last
concluded to make a test,

As young Johnson started to go on
the ice Rex tried to prevent him and
caught his coatail in his teeth., The
boy shook the animal off and continu-
ed with the faithful dog following
along, All went well until the boy
reached the middle of the stream
when the ice weakened by recent
rains, began to crack. The boy then
ylxlurnml to retreat, but he was too
ate,

The lce gave way and he sank out
of sight in seven feet of water, Rex:
however, got to the bank and then
turned to discover his master as the
boy's head arose above the surface,
Young Johnson tried to clamber out,
but fell back and again disappeared.
Rex dashed to where his master was
struggling for life, and the boy
came up again the animal selzed him
by the sleeve of his coat and slows
Iy pulled him out of the water onto
solid ice

The boy was in n half consclous
state, but Rex licked his face and
hands until he revived ‘and then the
Youth hurried home, After a hot bath
he was put to bed.

A fow weeks ago Rex rescued John
Moffett when he went through an aft
hole while skating on the canal,

LIFE LOST IN ONE OF
SIMULTAELLS FAES

Property Loss in New York
Fires Approaches $500,000
~Two Break Oul at Same
Time

——

New York, N. Y, Jan. 17.-By a
serious coincident two fires started
almost simultaneously, carly today, at
658 East 164th street, and 558 West
164th street, The two points are near-
ly three miles apart. The loss in each
case was estimated at $75,000,

In the west gide fire, a 60 family
apartment house, Philllp Aaronson,
an  engineer, 28 years of age, lost
his life, and his assistant, James John.
.w;n. 30 years of age, was fatally burn.
ed,

The east side fire was in a four
story manufacturing building, oceupi-
ed by a furniture company, and a firm

making heslery and women's gar-
ments. Nearby tenements were threa:
tened and several hundred persons

were roused from their beds and sent
shivering into the bitter cold until
the flames were under control.

Many firemen avere overcome by
smoke and mauy others suffered from
exposure, Earlier fires in other sec:
tions of the night

city brought

STILL NOT SPEAKING

Special Agent Abandons At-
tempt to Adjust Difference
Dating Back to Days of
Premier Castro

The Hague, Jan, 17~The long con-
tinued negotiations jooking to the re-
establishmeni of diplomatic relations
between the Neitherlands and Vene-
zuela have falled, and Dr. Carlos Gri-
santi, Venezuelan agemt for Holland
and France has resigned his epecial
migsion and Ieft the country,

The foreign office states that Vene-
zuela took a distinetly wunfavorable
view of the protocol which had been
drawn up as a basis upon which in«
ternational intercourse which might
be resumed

Trouble with the Netherlands is a
heritage from the administration of
Premier Castro, who before he was
deposed by the revolution of December
1908, had embroiled the country with
Holland and several other powers.
Whet Premicr Gomer, assumed power
he undertook to adjust all di
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EXCEPT “FRUM-A-TIVES”
Completely Cured of Conatipation

By These Fruit Juice Tablets
&mn. N. B, Jan, 17th. 1910
lo Cons!

% tipation was the com-
plaint I suffered with for years, and
my general health was miserable as &

of this disease., I was treated
by physiclans without the slightest
benefit, and I tried all kinds of pills
but nothing did me any good,

1 saw a letter written by our Sen.
ator, Hon. John Costigan, in favor of
“Frult-a-tives” so I tried it. The
effect was marvellous and now T am
entirely well from the Chronie Con-
stipation from which I suffered for
many years, My general health is
once more excellent, thanks to “Fruit.

a-tives.”
A, G. WILLISTON.
* “Fruit-atives” is the only medi-
cine in the world that will, can and
does cure Constipation - ‘because
“Frult-a-tives” is the only medicine
that acts directly on the liver. “Fruit-
ives” s made of fruit juices and
tohics and will always cure Constipa-
tion, Billousness, Torpid ILiver and
all diseases of digestion. 0H0e. & box
G for $2.60, trinl size, 26c. At dealers
or sent on receipt of price by “Fruit-
atives Limited, Ottawa.

SERIOLS FIRES 1N
SN CTES

Narrow Escapes in Destruction
of Montreal Residence —
Two Families Lose Every-
thing in Halifax Blaze

—

Montreal, Jan, 17.~Two familles
were driven from their homes as the
result of a fire that broke out in the
store of K. Docks, dealer in ladies’
furnishings, 329 West Notre Dame
street, at 1 o'clock this morning, and
one woman, who was burned about
the haunde and face in saving her
children from the flames, had to be
removed to the General Hospital,

The blaze, which is thought to have
originated from an overheated stove
in the rear part of the store, spread
rapidly to the floor above, occupled
by Docks' family, and to a flat adjoin-
ing, occupled by Joseph Schuelder and
his wife.

It was Impossible for Docks or Sch-
neider to escape by the stairway to
Notre Dame street, and the women
and children were compelled to jump
to & shed in the rear in order to get
out of the burning bullding, which
was filled with smoke, Zero weather
prevailed, and there was much suffer.
ing for those driven scantily clad
from their beds,

Halifax, N. 8, Jan, 17.~This town
was vigited by o most disastrous fire
about 6.30 this morning, when a  house
owned by 8. 4. Thorne, on Convent
street, was totally destroyed. There
were two familles living in the build-
ing, and they lost almost all their
goods, The house was valued at about
$5,000, and was partly Insured. The
fire brigade turned out, but owing to
the high wind could do nothing to save
the building, and their efforts were
directed toward Kkeeping adjoining
buildings from catching. The fire
started by hot coal dropping from an
open grate which had been left burp-
ing during the night,

UNION BANK OF CANADA AB-
SORBS UNITED EMPIRE BANK,
Tha latest move in the strengthen-

ing of Canada’s financial institutions

is the decision to merge the United

Empire Bank, whose headquarters

have been in Toronto with the gtrong

Union Bank of Canada, with head

office in Quebec,

The United Empire Bank was estab-
ilshed in 1906, It has a paid-up capi-
tal of a little over half a million, and
eighteen branches in Ontario, Though
perfoctly sound and ably managed,
the bank found it difficult to make
headway against the natural prefer.
ence of depositors and businegs men
for its larger and stronger competi
tors. The directors have therefore
wisely decided to cast in their lot
with, the Union Bank of Canada.

This will give the Unfon Bank as-
sots of over $50.000,000, with more
than 220 branches in Canada. As
none of the branches of the United
Empire Bank, except in Toronto, dup-
licate those of the Union Bank, they
will be continued with practically
thefr present staffs, as Union Bank
branches.

The directoraie of the United Em-
pire Bank will form an advisory board
for Ontario of the Union Bank, similar
to the advisory board at Winnipeg for
the western provinces, which has
worked out satisfactorily.

International disputes, Dr. Grevanti
was sent as 4 special diplomatie agent
to France and Holland. Neither mis.
sion has been successfal,

BADLY IRJUAED N

and One Leg Broken in
Accident W hen Bailding New
Steel Bridge.

pu——

AL 17 LOREGENLE

Alex. Ford Had Several Ribs|ii i

MAY CLOSE FUNDY T0
FOREIGH FISHERMEN

Jan, 17~1t Is possible
that the Hague tribunal may shortly

Oltawa,

deputy minister of marine,

e

Shilohs .

gg

Fredeticion, Jan, 17~~Alex. Ford,
an employee of the MeNeill Construc-
tion Co. of New Glasgow, fell a Qis
tance of thirtysix feet from s tem-
povary slaging fo the jee the
new street structure of the Bridge at
Floreneev

room for reciprocity in that—over the border,

41 King

Jowelry, Etc.
Street. :

Extraordinary Phonograph Bargains

To enable us to take better care of our npld!ylonwlnp engine and water

oupplies trade, we are closing out our ent're

and as we need the room at once, are offering ba

heard of In this clase of goods.

line of fMOl"l“ goods,
rgains never before

MARITIME PHONOGRAPH CO.

GEORGE J. BARRETT, Prop.

Greater Speed

Greater Accuracy

- UNDERWOOD

STANDARD
L e

TYPEWRITER

THE MACHINE YOU WILL BVENTUALLY BUY.
The New Srunewick,

United Typewriter Co., Limited:
ST. JOHN, N. B.

Commercial

and Pocket

Diaries For 1911

Gem Calendar Pads

BARNES & CO., LTD.

84 Prince Willlam 8treet.

Shoemakers Wanted -

On new work. None others need apply.

Steady work.

Highest Wages.

SINCLAIR’S,

65 Brussels S8t.

VALENCIA ORANG
CALIFORNIA SEEDL

..ALSO GRAPE FRUIT,

Phone. 543

ORANGES--All Varieties

JAMAICA ORANGES, Sweet and Juloy .. .
‘ORANGES, ", " ")) e
WEST INDIE SHADDOCK +o vu sve su oo oo us 106

F. E. WILLIAMS CO,, LTD.

oo me oo o2 dox - for 25,
vs v oo 18¢ and 25¢ per doz
, 80¢, and 60¢
each, 3 for 28¢

SAVE $1.00 PER TON

COAL--$4.75 Per Ton-=1400 Load $3.50

BEST GRADE -
C. 0. D. or Cash with Order

ALL PURPOSES
- Phone Main 1172

The Canadian Coal Corporation of N. B. Limited.

Your Watch

Thoroughly Cleaned and Repaired.
New Main Springs Fitted. Reliable

work. Moderate charges. All work
guaranteed,
W. PARKES,

138 MIlI Street.
Next to Myglenic Bakery,

Oranges, Oranges

Orange season Is now here and
prices are low. Imperial Valencias
20¢. doz. , Regular Valencias 15¢. Ja
maica Oranges 25c. doz. at

Chas. A. Clark’s
Phone 803, 18 Charlotte Ot

Sickness is usually
caused by the accu-
sudation of waste
matter and impuritics
within the body.

Dr. Morse’s

We wish to thank
the public heartily
for the most
ggrous year in our

istory.

We will begin our
4dth yeaf,bTelfesday,
January 3rd.

(o 8. Kerr,
Principat

Clapboards and Shingles

Indian
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