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V ов the cokiAfrcial wire. TbatwMmy 
call, and I opened my key Bad Mid ‘Whof 
•ГК,’ Mid the bub on the otter end. That 
wm Topeka, and ha teemed to bo in a aw­
ful roah. What ho had m a meesage, ad-

12 .... ........................

I Chat oto SMchhad boon granted the wi 
wen aU down, and he bed got the diriefon 
rapermtendent to eead Urn down en вж «а- 

aeeenger. Then шу 
began to;loek epoeja- 

tike. ! knew Ibad’ot Aeemed it, and 
Topeka «wore be hadn’t net it. I didn’t 
get any eortolan explanation ior ehdnt 
three yean. Then aman I waa rooming 

City who alao knew the 
■tory, toll me that the meaaage I had re­
ceived waa from the operator m the oom- 
aaerdal office at Crawford. . It aeeme ttia 
fellow, whom I only knew tightly, had a 
•wire apite’ against me, at operators fre­
quently base. The wire waa bad that 
morning, anyhow, and Topeka, who had 
been Breeding with the wad of alow com­
mercial «tuff till he wm tired, in ally «aid 
•2m,’ and abat the key. That wai code 
on that line ter 'hrommotee to make’ and 
the Crawford man figured 
prove the time To pot up a fob to foe, 
hare a little «port and probably get me in 
to trouble. Throe wm a repeater tt hie 
office, :eo he cot ofl the Topeka ride and 
called me, laying he waa ‘TK.* I waen4 
hJif enough with hie tending to notice 
and took hie meaaage without questioning 
it. Jute then the wire went down.

•Now. that explained «imply enough 
how l happened to get tiu'm.liage, bet I 
would like somebody to tell me what 
prompted that Crawford operator to fake 

meaaage of that tort, know notlntig of 
the real meaaage on which a man’s life de­
pended. which waa held beck on ecooout 
of a bad wire. I may add that the ae- 
priese didn’t doBmittere any large amount 
of good. The" fresh "evidence hie lawyer 
waa working Oil prosed to be entirely sal- 
ueleu, and Smitten waa banged two 
month! later on a bright aunahiny Friday 
when the wire, were working all right.’

■
egfll
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tho toot of thie'eoa«old to the door of the

•Well, nobody paid matt attention to 
thia at thh time, but in about a year tome
of the eèdartieee done te the jafl began to
turn brawn 
queer either, but the blight teamed to ex- 

the jail in a straight line

Igine ahead of the

І Blighted by Judge Lynch. ; nmmm
«The wife# ol the 

fashions are hi 
cedent this waaon, 

wrap harwlf

dressed to the sheriff, tones. ‘Stay of ex­
ecution greeted, papers by’— Then the 
wire went down and I oonldnH get a dot 
nor в dash oat of it. I saw, anyhow, what 
the meaaage waa driving at end I grabbed 
e teamster I knew who happened to be 
loafing in the italien ont of the wot end 
sent him •*««"•§ out through the storm up 
to the jail. ^

Pretty eooh the sheriff oaasa down on 
bomback to see il I had got the rate of 
the moasage, but I tried the railroad wire 
and that had gone up, too, so we were up 
against it. I told the sheriff that the mes­
sage was doubtless from the prisoner1! 
attorney or
cafe might he, calling of the hanging and 
announcing * that the official papers 
Were coming by train. The firrt train fro 
Topeka wal'd ne about 14a p. m. The 
Sheriff said lie guessed it was latest to 
take that new ol it end he would put off 
the hanging till the train came in, anyhow.
I tried the wire» eereral times, but couldn’t 
raise anything except В sleigh, which 
wasn’t what I wanted.

••Finally, about 18 10 the 
wire came up ell right and *T K’ 
menoed to call eo last he burly stuttered. 
When I answered, he said, 1 Reprieve for a 
Smitten, atop the hanging if you can 
quick.”

“I told him a few choice things about 
himself and assured him I had stepped the 
hanging on the strength of hi» interrupted 

over an hour before. Then he

Щdm. Tkte not so

Ш r -new
tend ewey-i 
ecrom country, killing tree alter Wee m 
-i-gl. file Oka a man biasing a trail through 
a weed-’ Chat tine ol dead trees netted 
ont tikh a finger for a mile and a half 
aoroes country and stopped with a big 
cedar right at the gate leading to the bouse 
of a man whotied nevro.heen suspected in 
any way in connection with the ease. The 
thing caused so ■ much talk that he wee 
arrested, ead subsequently confessed. Now 
as fro о» 1 am concerned, if such a thing 
u that bed happened to mo, I should have 
contested whether I was guilty or not. 
Anyhow, the dead trees ere throe now, 
and are one ot the rights ot the Shenan­
doah Valley,’ . , , ,

•Those are curious atones,’ remarked a 
Western railroad man who bed been listen­
ing, ‘but when you come 
they an no more aurions than a happening 
1 was mixed up m out in Kansas a good 
many years book, I waa a cub telegraph 
operator et the time, ’OS ing’ 1er the rail­
roads and, I had the day trick at a little 
station celled Raleigh about filty miles be­
yond Topeka. We bed e hanging on in 
the county jA ratter e mixed up case of e 
tramp named Smitten, who waa convicted, 
largely on rircumatantial evidence, of hav­
ing killed a mail carrier on the outskirts ol 
town. He waa doe to hong of a Friday 
and I recollect I was tooling pretty aore be­
cause I couldn’t gut up to we it. It мета, 
the tramp’s,lawyer, appointed by the court 
b oca nu the hobo did not have moo* у on* 
ough to pay an attorney, had taken a good 
deal ol interest in the case and bad been 
working herd on( ot sheer philanthropy to 
got a stay ot execution because ho thought 
ho wu op tte ,track ol some now evidence 
that would clear the poor devil. But opto 
the morning of the hanging he had net got 
hold of anything tangible end had gone up
to Topekejto sag Л® g°”mer-

■There was e commercial wire ran 
through my office, but there wee never 
mutt doing on it, lor Raleigh and I did 
not know (ho men ion it м well м on the 
railroad wire. It »“ * ririoua morning, 
wet, blustering tod fold. І™* the aort ol a 
day lor wire trouble and wp had it whole- 
sale. Tne hanging waa sohodulod for noon, 
and about 111 hoard some one calling ‘B

>oІ ° Trees That Died Alter Пеп Had Been Hanged ® 

Upon Them. .

protested his innocence, end on the scaf­
fold be made an impressive address. He 
declared that in token ot his innocence ot 
the particular crime charged against 
God would speedily destroy the island 
whereon he was hanged. No particular 
attention was paid to it at the time, but 
aura enough, before the smuggler’s prop­
hecy had time„to be forgotten, this «lend 
begin to disappear. It rank gradually 
into the water till it was almost awash, 
and by that time public attention wm so 
turned to it that a monument waa erected 
on the site of the gallows. That did not 
atop it, however, end the island quietly 
disappeared unde the water till now e 
fair sized ship can sail over it, and only the 
top of the monument is visible at high 
water.

•Now, when you get a atory of that sort 
from cold and calculating New England, 
perhaps you may be willing 
another incident, something in the 
line, but il anything stranger, that happen­
ed down in the Shenandoah Valley consid­
erably alter the war. The story waa told 
to me by Zittirieh Flick, who at the time 
WM on the police foroo in Roanoke end 
waa one of the jury in the murder case in 
question.

•There had been a pretty hasty murder 
committed between the Waynesboro end 
Luray, end for some reason auapidona fell 
on в man named Henderson, a prosperous 
merchant. He waa tried and convicted by 
the jury on which Flick served, but the 
conviction wm on purely circumstantial 
evidenw. That did not bother the jury or 
the judge, either, and he sentenced Hen­
derson to hang. Henderson protested his 
innocence and swore he knew absolutely 
nothing about the сам, but in his speech 
on the scaffold he mode » queer predic­
tion. Said he : God knows I am innooont 
and He knows by whom this murder was 
was committed. Within three yeora from 
this day. He will blast a line oftreea from

with in K

®s
? o array of pretty noi 

degree ol toenom] 
-designers have a v 
forcible oonoeptioi

і 1
•Ol course lynching will kill » tree’, re­

peated the Danville tobacco buyer with 
ooteO asperity. He had made the remark 

. in puwly incidents! toahion in connection 
with some other curious natural phenomena 

. end wemed rather surprised when the 
statement waa questioned.

' 4M course,’ he wont on, Tm not diaoua- 
■ sing lynching from an ethical standpoint 
while l am thia ter north, but м tor м that 
pertionlar feature ol it is concerned no one 

. would question it in my part of the country. 
. any one through Virginia, especially 
. the aouthera pert, and he will tell yon the 

same thing. A tree always dies alter 
Ьм been hanged on it. Ton

і 1 toward! luxurious 
their one; so. thehim,

laahipn, rito higbe 
ot prioes with endfrom the Governor, м the V- чі he would і -would 
•limit, or 
that point io not 

-ponno on increaaii 
for the home repl 
ever, usually she і 
■sent on the origii 
and finish.

The trite saying

evil

to think of it.

under the «un, hte 
fashions, revived ican call it a barbaric superstition if yon 

; choose end e fitting corollary ot lynch law,
, but the fact remain that it is true so for as 
, my observation goes, and that includes 
, several maea.

•The first fonction of that sert I ever at­
tended waa down in Roanoke. There were 

I three men lynched there in pretty rapid 
aeqnenoe about Mven увага ego. Anind- 

, dent of the business waa toot the militia 
lost ttfir heads one night and fired on в 
mob around the jail, killing and wounding 
eleven very highly respected dtixene. The 
three men were ell hanged, however, to e 
П large tree in the court house square. In 
the oourte of в little while the tree died 
end finally had to be out down. Now, I 
will soy this for that particular eeae, the 
tree wo* badly hacked by ratio hantera end 
that may have had to do with its dying.

••Bet there wm another оме in which I 
had a hand. I will му with regret (being 
thia tor north), where the tree wm not in 
fared, and died, all the same thia wm alao 
near Roanoke. The man in question, 

•during confessed when he was caught wm 
duly hanged toe small but promising 
hickory tree on the bank of » creek just 
outside ot town. The tree wm apparent­
ly healthy and wm not molested in any way 

ibni it died. I here frequently seen it 
since when I wm fishing along the -creek.

лтьего wm another оме over in Clinch 
Talley that simply bears out the theory. 
Clinch Valley is just about the tongheit 

pot in the whole side-rosi universe and I 
may му, merely м a personal view, of 
course, that lynching shout 96 per Joeot of 
ta population would improve it immensely. 
Thia trip they got five negroes, three men 
„dtwo women. The five were hanged 
e» two tree! anil both the trees died.

•‘Ґ don’t aeo why any one should strain 
at swallowing a theory of that aort,” he 
continued, “1er I had a conuderablyltough- 

than that told me lut (summer 
Now, I don’t
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message
wm wilder than ever, insisted he had sent 
no meaaage,, that I wm stringing him end 
wasting time, while an innocent men wm 
hanging. It took ns » good while to get 
ourselves straightened ont, but I finally 
convinced him that I wm in earnest, that I 
had got a meaaage, that I had stopped the 
hanging and that the Sheriff wm in ttie 
office waiting further explanations. Throe- 
npon Topeka said that the Governor had 
granted e reprieve end Smitters’a lawyer, 
wm coming with it on e special engine.
Bat he declared he had been trying t* get 
a wire into Raleigh 1er an hour and could
not do it From the Aeatisa, Weltville. N. &

•Sure " enookh, in a tittle while a light The mails from WeUville to Gasproean 
engine boiling in at e sixty mile clip-with
the lawyer aboard, all coal dust and ans- pMOtuauÿiH$jiîiiçh be discharges
ietf, asking if- he was in time. It sceau autiee. HÜr name is
when hrwanWHe wire that the reprieve . Cleveland end his henm is m Gesproeau,

.....................

• agoitiehealth et thror-granddaughter waa 
e wnroe el very gnatanxiety to Mr. end 
Mrs. Cleveland, and the neighbors who 
learned of the plnaioal condition of the lit-

grand-parents were by no sneatts ground- 
Teas. When the news reached the ears of 
an Aoadien man, a short time ego, that the 
heal.h ol Misa Cleveland had been restor­
ed, he hastened to interview Mr. Cleveland 
m to the lacta of the сме. When he ex­
plained hie errand both Mr. and Mrs. 
Cleveland appeared only too eager to give 
him the intormelion sought and it is in ac­
cordance with their wiahee that we give 
to the public the foots of this remark­
able cure. Early in December, 1898, 
Miss Cleveland wm taken til with a severe 
stuck of la grippe and feari of her recov­
ery were entertsined. Careful nursing, 
however, brought her through this malady, 
but it felt her system in a completely 
down condition, Thie showed itself prin­
cipally in the weakness of the nerves. In 
January symptom! ot St. Vitna’ dance be­
gan to show themselves. At first these 
were not very prominent, but it wm not 
long before she wee rendered altogether 
helpless by this terrible milady. In a 
short tine she lost all control over the 
movements ot her banda and feet. For 
week! she bad to be carried front, room to 
room and unable to feed herself. Her 
grand-parents naturally became very mutt 
вЦіців^і sud having tried other remedies 
without effect, determined to give Dr. 
Williams Pink Pills a trial. Develop­
ment» showed that their confidente «ma 
not misplaced. When three boxes " hod 
been used the condition ot the patient h*n 
improved considerably. Then Mr. Cfevo- 
land bought si* boxes moie and continued 
their ом M before. Jheanejrro rapidly

dated the dote to one pill в dev end by 
•the time the sixth bon was gdne d com- 
VletA«nr*wM ««Mtokiv Мім
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THE STORY OF A BRIGHT YOUNtt 
GIRL’S RECOVERY.

See Wm FSrst AtteekeO with U Grippe, the 
Alter Meets mesolttoc In Bt. Tiles* 
Dense—Primes Despaired ol Her Be-

g Mr. Merriner
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er story
while I WM in Boston, 
know anything about the facts in the.ease.

u told me by the

; I■ я *

but give it to you as it w 
capfein ol a steam launch that took a party 
of UI across the bay. I was stopping with 
поте friends down at NantMket and we 
made the run dowa from the) city one 
nlternoon in the launch. You; .know, 
Boston Bay is aU lull of isfends, but they 
mostly stay where they are put. There 
was one point on the trip, ratherjnearer to 
NantMket than to Boston, where (a small 
atone monument sticks up out of the water. 
ItwM pointed out to me as making the 
spot where an island had beon, butj where I 
there wm now a good filteen feet оЦ water. I 
The etory was this :

•Seme time, perhaps м ;far back [m the 
Colonial days, there wm e certain dealer 
in contraband who did business, with the 
honest merchants of New England. The 
pirates were flourishing in the Spamsh 
kin at that time, Black Beard .Sharky. 
Ben Thurlow and that lot, and thay|dnlted 
up the coast dose'enough tojworryiBoston 
considerably. There wm one in pertionlar 
the! had made ssey witt e good deal el 
Boston shipping, but wm never caught nor 
M, identified. Finally, in deaperation, 
they cMt about for .*»®» toj even up on 
And gathered in thia ekimmer ol the atei | 
and dealer in contraband ofl.whom they 

or lets

run-
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I ■ O} responsible Ant her cure and are devoutly 
thank till 1er tie results which, under Pro­
vidence, they have produced.

Sold by all dealers or aetoperi paid at

Co., Brockritie, Ont. De not be pro- 
auaded to try something elle said to be 
•*joct m good.” . >

•My man,1 urged the Rev. Mr. Goodley. 
«ton I not mdnte yon to come mto obnrcbf > 
•Obi new, boss, I—er-r’ tha рото tramp 
stammered. •! hope you have no pre|nd- 
icc against the church,’ the good aito oon-
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-Іhad all made a greet many more 
honest dollars. Their logic>M beintilul 
in ito simplicity. There wm e >onstrons 
«xpenrive pirate looeeon the high sees. 
This dealer in contraband wm loose m the 

no one else
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4ате latitude# There was 
-whom they could convict ot piracy, 
the pirate must be the dealer in contra­
band. And, on the strength of this гвмоп- 
ing, they hanged him on thii.ÿaland in the

■The gentlemanly advocate otjftee trade 
who wm the victim ol thie logic did not 
tail in with their reMoning> little bit. He
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