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It seems probable that Provincial
Provinelal Pro- legislation prohibitoiy of the
hibition. liguor traffic will be enacted by

the Legislatures of Manitoba and P, K. Island now
in session. The measure which has been introduced
by Premier Macdonald of Manitoba, provides for the
closing of all places where liquor is sold both in
bulk and by the glass, with the esception of drug
#ores, which are to be permitted to sell under very
stringent regulations, chiefly for medical use and by
@eeorder of a physician. Thé penalties provided
for the infriggement of the law are severe. Fora
first offence the seller will pay a fine of not less than
$200 or more thag $1000, and for the second he will
be imprisoned for three months with hard labor,
without the option of paying a fine. The Provin
cial law will not be able to prohibit the manufac
ture of liquor, or to interfere with the business of the
wholesale trade beyond the limits of the Province,
but it is understood to prohibit all wholesale as well
as all retail business within the Proyince with the
exception of supplying such business as may be
done under the law in connection with the drug
stores. The P. E. Island Act has not yet, we” be
lieve, beep submitted to the Legislature, but it is
underatood that in a general way it will embody
the proyisiona of the Canada Temperance Act. Be-
fore asking the Legislature to deal with it, the Pro-
vincial Government has submitted the question of
its comstitutionality to the Minister of Justice at
Ottaway s These movements will be followed with
much interest by the friends of temperance all over
the Domimion. Apart from the question of con-
stitutiouslity the experiment of Provincial pro-
hibition will be made in both cases under favprable
conditions, and if the comstitutional questions in-
volyed are decided favorably to the claims of the
Provisces to prohibit, it will be of great importance
in the way of demonstrating the value of prohib-
itory legislation under provincial auspices. The
uswertion is being made that any prohibitory law
which Manitoba might enact would be nullified by
the conditions attached to the deed of surrender ex-
ecnted by the Hudson Bay Company 'in 1869, It
seems that when the Company surrendered its right
of administration, there was secured to it the liberty
to carry on ‘its trade without hindrance in its cor-
rate capacity, and it is held thata prohibitory
ﬁo law mpuid be a hindrance to the Company'’s
Macdonald is reported as saying in

m‘b this contention, that the point raised
waa arguable and would have to be decided by the
m The Government, however, would not with-
draw the bill, and if the House passed it, the courts
WN asked to give a ruling upon the disputed
at once. Supposing the contention as to the
" oﬂhﬂ Hudson Bay Company in the premises
be med by the courts, the effect of enact.
iEE L wvﬁlﬂw liguor law in Manitoba, would ap-

‘19 be to give the Hudson Bay Company a mon-
f of the liquor business in the Province, which
certainly is not the aim of those who are pressing
for such legiklation.
2 E R
We are pleased to note that Sen-
Nd. ehugibd ator Dandurand’s anti-lottery
for W bill has passed the House of
Comumiona, and without any amendments which
wotild be likely to thwart its purpose. The refusal
of the House to make any exception to the applica-
tion m law in favor of art associations, is based
prlndple and is expedient in practice.
w religion should be above the suspicion
to profit by appealing to a passion, the
indulgence of which is so utterly demoralizing in
ts effects. It should be considered an insult by any
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art association and still more so by any Christiap
church that the law should offer it the exceptional
privilege of promoting its interests by means of a
lottery. The fact that art lotteries are counten-
anced by the law in England is no reason why they
should he legalized in Canada. There are few vices
which constitutes a greater stain and plague-spot
on the moral life of England than that of gambling,
and how much that vice has been encouraged and
fostered by the legalizing of gambling in connection
with art sssociations we cannot tell. It is certainly
to be desired that in this country those who speak
in the name of art and religion, shall do nothing to
educate the conscience of the people toward the
palliation of so great an evil
SN ou

The Manficba 'ljlml.ll\u \\.luni(nh.‘ .School (]lf
tion is again becoming a subject

School Question: of discussion in political circles
need not occasion surprise, as the Roman Catholic
authorities may be expécted to exert their influence
in the politics of the country so far as it may seem
to them that there is good reason to believe that
they can thereby secure the establishment of a
separate school system in Manitoba, or make head-
way in that direction. On Sunday, June 3rd, Arch-
bishop Langevin read a pastoral letter to the Roman
Catholics of Winnipeg, in which he said that the re-
port that the school question has been settled is un-
true, and that he wished to deny it in his official
capacity, and alsoto state that the Roman Catholic
minority of Manitoba was not satisfied with the so-
called concessions granted by the government. The
letter exhorted the Roman Catholics to continue
their efforts towards having their grievances re-
dressed, and advised them to pray for the desired
end and have patience. Senator Bernier of St. Bor-
iface, has lately been telling the people of Montreal
that the Manitoba School question is by no means
dead, that the Dominion Parliament has still power
to deal with it, and that the Catholics of Manitoba
will therefore again look to Parliament for relief.
Mr. Bernier is said to have declared that Sir Charles
Tupper, if restored to power, would introduce a bill
with the purpose of establishing a separate school
system in that Province, and some of the French
Catholic papers are said to have been making sim-
ilar assertions. So far as we have observed there
have been no utterances on the part of Sir Charles
Tupper or other leaders of the Conservative party
to justify such statement, and we shall be surprised
if any such utterances are forthcoming. If the
Roman Catholic Province of Quebec had indicated a
strong desire for the enactment of & separate school
system in Manitoba by standing strongly by the
Conservative party in the last general election, they
would doubtless have received from Sir Charles
Tupper and his party, the legislation on that sub-
ject which the Manitoba Roman Catholics demand-
ed. But after Quebec so strongly supported Sir
Wilfred Laurier with his policy of settling the Man-
itoba School question apart from any intervention
on the part of the Dominion Parliament, there has
been no disposition on' the part of the leaders of
either party to make tire question of remedial legis-
lation in the interests of the Roman Catholics of
Manitoba an issue in Dominion politics. Of course
if either party can make capital out of the school
question in view of a general election, it is not like-
ly to miss its opportunity, but the part which the

question will play is likely, we should suppose, to
be a subordinate one.
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The present condition of affairs
The Distwbances 1, Chine, and eapediaily in the
ta China. Province of Chi-li in which the
city of Pekin is situated, is one of great disturbance.
The' trouble is connected  with a Chinese society
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\ senting one of the largest and most prominent for-
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known as the Boxers. which is said to be of very
ancient origin, and which represents the spirit of
Chinese comservatism and hatred toward modern
and foreign influences and innovations. The society
has been in the past the cause of occasional disturb-
ances of a more or less serious character, and the
present outbreak would seem from zll accounts to

resent ‘a widespread and determined effort to
eradicate foreigners and foreign influences in China.
The fanaticism of the Boxers is understood to be of
a political rather than a religious character, but the
Christian missionaries and their converts, as repre-

eign elements in the country, are especially objects
of .their hatred. Already some have suffered at
their hands, and there is much reason to fear for the
safety of many others. Respecting the relations of
the Boxers to the government of China there are
conflicting reports, but there seems to be good rea-
son to believe that the Empress-regent is not dis-
posed to deal with them in any very strenuous way,
since their attitude toward modern and foreign in-
fluences is supposed to be in harmony with her own.
The Imperial troops under Geueral Nieh are how-
ever making an attempt, or at least a pretence, at
putting down the djsturbance and protecting for-
eign interests. A battle was fought on June 7th,
near the city of Tien Tsin, in which hundreds are
said to have been killed. The representatives of
European Powers and the United States, are endeav-
oring to take such measures as are practicable to
guard the lives and interests of their subjects in the
disturbed district. . But international questions and
other reasons render effective action difficult. Itis
stated that a joint force of about 350 marines has
been sent to Pekin for the protection of European
and American interests in the Chinese Capital.
Railway communication between Tien Tsin and
Pekin has been interrupted by the Boxers, and a
Shanghai despatch of June 7th says, that one hun-
dred and eighty British marines, with a machine

gun, are about to force a passage from Tien Tsin to

Pekin, Altogether about goo British have been
landed from the fleet, a greater number than have
landed from the combined vessels of the other
powers. From Pekin itis reported that the Tsung
Li Yamen, or Chinese Foreign Office, had under-
taken that railway communmication should be re-
stored by Saturday, and had protested against the
arrival of more British guards.
S o8
Pretoria was occupied by Lord
The Woe. Roberts and" his forces on Tues-
day of last week. The Boers made no effort to de-
fend the place. The resistance offered to the ad-
vance of the British forces on Monday being evi-
dently for the purpose of recuring time for the re-
moval of their artillery to the Lydenburg district,
where their forces are now principally concentrated.
President Kruger i$ said to be administering gov-
ernment from a coach on the Delagoa Bay railway
on a siding at Machadodorp. Mrs. Kruger was
left behind at Pretoria, as being on the whole a
position of greater safety than the present some-
what uncertain Boer capital of the Transvaal, Lit-
tle has been heard from Lord Roberts since his re-
port of the occupation of Pretoria. This silence was
supposed to indicate that he was busy orgnm:lng
his plan of campaign, but Monday morning's de-
spatches indicate another cause for the silence. It
appears that the Boers have succeeded in mtermpl-
ing Lord Roberts’' communication with m wn,
and have torn up twenty miles of railway
America Siding and Roodeval. Such an mtmp-
tion, unless quickly restored, would be serious, be-
cause affecting the means of supply for Lord Rob--
erts’ army. No doubt the communication will scon
be restored, but the fact that it has been so effective-
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