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Nussnian (" compassion of Jehovah')
waa the son of Hachalish, sad probably he
was of the tribe of Judah, and of the roysl
fumily of David 13! was oup-benrer to
King Artaxerzes at Susa, the oapital, and
was & man of-great grealth and influence.
For 11 years, f‘bﬁ he was governor of
udea, i ioun revival and
the rebuailding of the wd- of Jerusalem,
At the end of 12 years he went back to

of

Persis, but after'a time he aghin (431) re-

turoed to Jerusalem reformed - the
sbuses there.

Iersnvenina Hisvonv.-The history in gur
laat lesson closed with the dedication of the
second temple, 8. 0, 515. Then follows an
interval of 7y , during which we have
litile or no information of the condition of
Lhc Jews in_Palestine,
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To inquire rupoelin‘ Jerusalem and its
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hi;i lived in & mansion
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od throngh the 3 o
country round, nomnr. wu well ‘oulti-
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surprises, while the corpses of
udcndynenrsum-' found on the

road of Jerusalem alec is
breken down. They were partially nbuilt
M one le

E:nda 12), but the re -
um, apparently the gmhn
mmof?dudu.nd of the secretary,
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usn, 1o rel of it
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thom betore was J
an aasurance that be woukl r- it they
turned 10 bin now as they did S\ for
be in the edmun  God, keeplugs-the same
coveoant wad shasging not |
(V) Penivioss. 11, Prosper thy sevoant |
thiz day. He bad in mindto ask of King |
Ann-nu‘thu he might go to Jerusalem |
umi help his prople.  In't ngll f this
k riaxerxes, whom he had in
mmd Ihx)u‘h he was not probably in his
prn-umk
(V1) Pessevemixe Praves, It was
three or four wmonthe before' he received
the beginning of the answer to bis pn‘
(chap. 2: 1 ; comp. with chapter | :
the sogwer ‘came. It was coming all lhl‘
time, Nehemiah may not have seen how.
IV. Murions ov Answen.—The subse-
quent history shows us how God answered
his prayer. (1) The snswer came througl
the apirit of prayer itself. His earnentn s
and sadness on account of the desolution of
Ziou #o uffected his countevance as to call
the attention of the king to his need. (2)
The answer came through the wordly king.
80 God often makes wordly men wid his
cause ;48 men of science,explorers in the re-
c«onh of the past ; 80 also commerce and
ital m bmhim‘ ht‘hvn s for the Gos
r Nehemiah him-
ulr -u onl to loln his bame his
tion, the luxurious court, for a knng hard
journey, for's dificult work.
2

Mount Vosnving Just Afver an Eruption.
Abold traveller who had the {ermerity

to swoend Vesuviue just after slight erup-
tions, and ‘while it wes stillNn & state of

ferment, thua describes its 3
o N.c'. speck of green. l:v:‘m hot

fore we could make a further asoeat. The

.ﬁ“‘ feet mly

d oonld uhnme more closel
LMt od us n.r" the

stream of hun:in ava s its scorching
‘0 saw it mnlng from

ng races,
their Mtnd)y oﬂinolu-hum‘y bnb-

babel, years before, .ltru»
salem, IINI after ﬂem l
broken drown the newly rest ‘u,&nd

burned the gates with fire, (See \th 2:11-

ll. Tux Eersor or vae Revorr ox Ni-

urMiAt.~— When I heard these words I sat
down and wept. He had perhaps not
thought much upon the subject before ;

he had no means of exact informa
And he mny have felt that his city, under
the circumatances of the time, was in real
dauger. As Dean Stanley observes: “In
those days, rather on¢ may say in those
countries of disorder, a city without locked
gates and lofty walls was no oity at all.”
| And motirned certain days. This state of
mourning continued three or four months,
fron) December to the following April.
((‘ump-rr Neh. 1: 1 with 2: 1. )An&fmld
Fastixg.—Fasting would seem to - have
rief over sin so deep and
intense that all ﬁmn for food is taken
wway 5 (2) in the nid to devotion furnished
by a I»-l} unburdened with food. (8) Itis
the natural expression of deep sorrew for
win.

But two errors should be avoided. (1)
Hypoeritical fasting, (2) Fasting considered
a9 & mieritorious act in itself.

TH. - Nemesaan’s Praver. —This prayer
| has seveml marked cl istion of true

heat
what looked like' huge, black, cast-iron
cylinders. Theee were formed of the outer
rim of lava that had gradually cooled
somewhat aud> bardened. The burnin
mass moved constantly, bat not equally.
It seemed to pulsate and throb in ita tlow-
ing—to be jerked out of the cylinders. As
it advanced dows the mountain it grew in
width and hﬂ‘? because always covling,
and becane leas I'rqmd. until it ended in
the great piles that we first saw, T think
the worst and most dangerous part of the
whole ascent had now to be wade. This
was an almost perpandicular cone of loose
ashes. At every step we sank to the kaees,
80 our. ss was exoeedingly alow.
Right below us were the burning streams
of lava, into which it seemed we were
bound to slidé, Above us was the crater,
whose thunderings we could hear and
whose tremblings at times we thought we
felt. Breathless and exhmusted, we fre-
quently lay dowh among the ashes. But
at last.we gained the -ummlt, and all our
exertions were reward: Such a sight!
The crater of Vesuvius! A perfect hell of
uul hur, fire and smoke, cinders and ashes.
ed-hot stones ; its flooring of lurdenu‘
lav. where reat by seams and cracks and
yawning chasms emitting stifting vapors,
while in the midstof it all rose the last-
(ormod central cone of smoking debris,
forth clouds of sulphurous vapor,

| pr-{n-
Avoratios (vers. 5). O Lord:

Julmvnh as Lond in small capitals always
means in our version of the Old Test: God
of heaven. The ruler not only of the earth,
but.of the iuflnite worlds of {uvu The
t and lerrible God. So great as to
inspire reverential awe in every whorship-
nn‘ unspeakable fear :‘u(bh m‘ﬁ‘
covenant @i merey. o
muus ;‘:- the promise wi 5 10 I8 a8
tene and oertain of fulfilme w a8 then.
For them that love him and observe Ais
commandments. With whom the covenant
was made, who fulfil the conditions oy
whioh alone the blessings can be given, To
reward disobedience and tfulneas of
God s to put & premium on sin, and (o in-
orense the evil ‘and sorrow of
(I1.) Conwammon. 6. (m: the sine of

and with au effort that ehook the moun~
tain throwing like & mighty fire-fountain
showers of rock and scoriw high into the
sir. Amid the terror of the scene there
was an element of great beanty. The rich
and varied coloring that nnrywhen pres
vailed was 1, from the 'purest
white up through all the shades of yellow
and rich orange to deepest reds, the depos-
its of walts and sulphur snd iron and
chemical matters,
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