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1He asked the speaker for a ruling.

The Speaker said that as an abstract 
subject he would say that the House 
could not overrule a statute. He would 
not care, however, to give a decision 
without reference to the sections of the 
act referred to.

The Attorney-General then cited the 
sections of the act dealing with the 
subject.

J. A. Macdonald, going into the ques­
tion, said that, the provision for a re­
count before a County court judge was 
enacted long after the original act was 
passed. The intention was clearly to 
allow of the recount. It was not the in­
tention that the act should be invalidat­
ed by a dishonest returning officer, who 
should pack up his ballots before the 
ten days expired, during which a re­
count was allowed. The returning offi­
cer was to return his ballots immediate­
ly after the election, not immediately 
after the count of the ballots. Until the 
expiry of the ten days allowed for a! 
recount, or until the recount was made, 
the election was not complete. There 
was not a gentleman in the House who 
would deny that it was the intention of 
the legislature to allow of a recount be­
ing taken. The ballot boxes canje into 
the posession of the Deputy Provincial 
Secretary at 'a time before they should 
have done so.1 They were therefore not 
properly in the possession of the Deputy 
Provincial Secretary, and should be re­
turned. The government should see 
that the ballots were returned according 
to the letter and the spirit of the law.

Mr. Oliver pointed out that the Ii>- 
tferpretatbo-n Act provided that the 
widest interpretation should be taken on 
the matter.
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The Speaker ruled that the resolution 
was out of order. Once the ballots 
reached the department of the Provin­
cial Secret»ny it was outside their power 
to have them delivered! up except ac­
cording to the statute.

Mr. Oliver appealed from the decision.
A vote being taken with Messrs. Clif­

ford and Hall absent resulted in the 
chair being sustained by the following 
division :

;

(|

\Yeas—Messrs. Davidson, Hawthoroth- 
waite, WiMiams, Tatlow, McBride, Wdl- 

Cotfton, Ellison, Bowser, Fraser,son,
Roes, A. McDonald, Green, Fnffitoe, 
Garden, Taylor, Wright, Young, Gifford, 
Ma ego wan, Shatford, Grant—22.

Nays—Messrs. Mclnnes, Drury, King, 
Brown, McNiven. Murphy, Jones, 
Evans, Tanner, Oliver, J. A. Macdon­
ald, Henderson, Munro, Paterson, 
Weills, Cameron, Houston—17.

!

The Inverarity Case.
A. H. B. M» ego wan asked for a sus­

pension, of the rules so that he might 
move a resolution put down for Monday.

The leave of Che House bting given 
Mr. Macgowan moyed: ‘That an order 
of the House be granted for a return 
of all correspondence, papers, finding» 
and other documents relating to an in­
vestigation lately held before the pro­
vincial medical board on the complaint, 
of A. J. M. Inverarity against Dr. E.
B. C. Hamington.”
• In moving it, Mr. Macgowan recited 
the charges which had been made. The- 
case hau come before the Medical As­
sociation, but nothing had been done in 
the way of punishment. In accordance 
with an amendment to the act the - 
dxarges had been investigated by a com­
mittee from the medical council and their 
evidence wv.s now in the possession of 
the Provincial Secretary. He believed 
that the papers would prove that profes­
sional etiquette had more to do with 
the d-ecifl.’dn given than the merits of the 
ease. He urged that there were other 
cases similar to this. He referred t<* 
t!be fact that a man at Ohemainus 
walked about with one arm. This wan 
due to the malpractice of a medical man 
who had said that the arm would hare 
to be amputated or the man would die. 
The operation was performed, and the 
arm burned before & Victoria practi­
tioner arrived at the place. He asked 
the indulgence of the House in, referring 
to aqpthr case, that of his own son. The 
member for Vancouver thereupon pro­
ceeded to make the most sweeping 
charges against a Terminal City institu­
tion and two doctors there, claiming that 
his son’s life had been sacrificed. He 
dealt at length with the subject, and 
sa,id he did not wish "to/say anything 
against the medical pro 
fiesscon. As the son oÿ 
titioner he would not jao that

Dr. Young profe 
the profession, which he represented, 
against the strictures which Jie put upon 
the practitioners. He had1 sympathy 
with the proposal to make change® in 
the Medical Act.

Dr. King also protested against the- 
stricture® made against the profession. 
The medical profession in the province 
stood1 as high as anywhere in the Dom­
inion.

Mr. Macgowan said hte did not wish 
to say anything against the medioaJ pro­
fession. He charged against two medi­
cal men only. All he blamed the pro­
fession for was not dealing with these 
men.

The motion carried.
Questions and Answers.

Mr. Mclnnes asked the Premier the 
following questions: 1. How many appli­
cations have been received for coal li­
censes and leases tin blocks Nos. 4,59$ 
and 4,594 in Southeast Kootenay? 2. 
Have any of these applications been 
granted? 3. If so, how many, and to 
whom? 4. Is it the intention of the 
government to grant these applications?
5. If so, whom ? 6. If no£, why not?

Hon. R. McBride replied as follows:
“1, as nearly as can be ascertained, 979 

applied for—no 
leases; 2, yes; 3, 21, covering lands with­
in lot 4,594, as follows: E. J. Johnson, 
John Janiesh,- Wm. Senkbiel, Daniel 
McKenzie, David Tracy, Jahn Levis, G. 
McClîncy, S. F. Wallace, C. A. Ivlinge- 
smith, John Rudolph, Peter VanDusen, 
August Baldaup, J. D. Quail, John Derr,
J. R. «Stevens, W. A. Switzer, Charles 
J. Bulger, Charles Walde, Thomas Mor­
rison, Francis German and Mrs. H. A. 
Senkbiel ; 4, the government proposes to 
recognize all statutory rights which have 
been secured by applicants for coal and 
petroleum licenses in blocks 4,593 and 
4,594, Southeast Kootenay. It has been 
deemed prudent, in order to avoid 
necessary complications, that the land 
be not dealt with until the expiry of 
the period within which disallowance 
might be made, about May 1st next.**

James Murphy asked the Attorney- 
General the following questions: L Is ft .
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head to pit head shall constitute a day, 
J. (H. Hawthornthwaite said that the 
question of an eight-hour day in coal 
mines was not new in the legislature. 
He proceeded to say that the party he 
represented was not intending to at­
tempt to reform the present system. The 

^Liberal party .undertook to do that. The 
Conservative party made no great pre­
tensions along that line, yet some of the 
greatest reforms had been carried out by 
that party, and therefore he looked to 
them for help. " The Socialists favored 
peace. They always, on the platform, 
opposed strikes. To give short days 
would conduce to peace. He contended 
that the reform asked for was a reas 
able one. «

W. R. Ross supported the bill. It ap­
plied to a burning question in his con­
stituency where a demand for a change 
in the law wq.s made. He therefore sup­
ported it in order to carry out his pre­
election pledges. In addition to this the 
legislature had always admitted the 
reasonableness of the eight-hour law for 
employees in metalliferious 'mines. If 
it applied to the latter it Should still 
more be reasonable for coal miners. In 
England and various parts of the Unit­
ed States this eight-hour law was in 
force. It was the only way, he believed, 
by which quietude and rest could be 
obtained in the province. —

J. A. Macdonald said that the bill in 
Itself had his entire sympathy. He 

i could not see why, if they had an eight- 
hour day for metalliferous miners, it 
should also be applied to coal miners. 
Eight hours was long enough for miners 
to work underground. They had the 
custom in the Vancouver Island mines, 
he believed, and saw no reason why em­
ployers should not be called upon to 
make the day eight hours.

Premier McBride praised the stand 
taken by the member for Nanaimo. It 
would be well before new coal zones

character of any one instead of debating 
the merits of the bill.

T. XV. Paterson said that this bill was 
aimed admittedly at a single corpora­
tion. It was well known that the Fernie 
Coal Company was, according to the 
contract with the Dominion government, 
to sell the coal at a certain price at the 
pit head. He did) not know how this 
woudl affect the company with respect 
to this contract. It might be as reason­
able to demand of the Island collieries to 
sell their coal at a certain price. Unless 
it could be slown that it was the inten­
tion' to do something in the way of ascer­
taining if relief was to be given to the 
Fernie company with regard to this con­
tract, he would oppose the bill. He was 
opposed to class legislation of any kind. 
Unfair taxation and class legislation had 
been responsible in no small way for the 
bad times which prevailed in the coun­
try during the past four years.

F. Carter-Cotton was pleased to see 
the advance made upon the question of 
shorter hours of labor. The eight-hour 
law was passed by a government of 
which he was a member. It was not 
done for the purpose of drawing support, 
because the government of the1 day had 
been promised sufficient support to sus­
tain it from tiie other side of the House 
if the bill wqs withdrawn. He heartily 
supported the measure.

The bill passed its second reading.
Pharmacy Act Amendment.

The House then went into committee 
on the bill to amend the Pharmacy Act, 
with R. L. Drury in the chair. ^?he 
committee rose, and the bill was report-

had been made to make these licensee , blocks 4,593 and 4,594 since June 1st, 
renewable. He did not favor this. The j 3903. ,
province had a great wealth in its tim- I in4FCTntie™iectionPmattern reC°Unt 
her. Changes wo,rid have to be made in “5. Coptes “of°“ despondence, tele- 
the near future, probably next year, grams, etc., re Fernie recount, 
which would tend to increase the ont- The report was received. 
ooriTe from these timber lands. It might Vancouver City Police,
be necessary to introduce a law similar Mr. Garden presented a petition from 
to the Ontario Timber Act. To make S. Ireland and others, asking legislation 
the 1-icerises renewable would place the re control of Xrancouver city police, 
government in a position w-here it might °n ta*^e*
be difficult to work these changes. He 
believed’ that tiie law would be fair and 
equitable. AU interests had been re­
presented. Each interest said that the 
law was fair as respected others, but 
only inequitable as regarded their parti­
cular Merest.

John. Oilivei described the biil as 
another example of fneak legislation by 
this government. In the 
Bill they had an example of the govern­
ment discriminating i-n favor of the 
banks against others; in this bill they 
had the government discriminating in 
favor of the Manufacturers’ Association 
as against the other timber men. He 
objected to the rights obtained by the 
licensee being subject to the discretion 
of the Chief Commissioner, and thus 
not open to renewal. There was a1 vast 
outlay necessary in providing the 
of getting the timber to the water.
There was no reason why the licensee 
should no-t be guaranteed his limit by 
paying hits rental each year. Under the 
bill a< man’s property might be confis­
cated. The finances -had not reached a 
stage where this was necessary. Under 
the present government the time might 
come when it would be necessary to 
fiscate a man’s property, but it had not 
yet oome. The tax of 35c. ae cord on 
shihgle bolts* as proposed by the govern­
ment would1 take up the full price of 
the bolts cut on a1 muni’s own land. The 
miller® paid only 50c. a thousand! for 
these, andi now the government would 
cdllect that amount. The same thing 
was true of railway ties. He felt like were 
putting a score on the wall in evidence 
of the generosity of the government in 
allowing a settler on his own land being 
allowed to cut his timber into cord- 
wood free of taxes. The timber men in 
this district had represented that the 
effect of 'this would be to put them out 
of business. The revenue would then 
be reduced rather than increased..

In amendment he moved the following 
resolution : ,

“That alll the words of the resolution 
after the first word ‘that’ be struck out, 
and the following words inserted in lieu 
thereof, ‘XVhiflst this House approves of 
the principle of taxing to a reasonable 
extent the timber cut on other than 
crown lands, and is. also in favor of 
securing its manufacture in the province $2. ^
of British- Columbia; yet we consider 
that as this proposed bill confiscates to 
a very large extent the yolue of the 
timber on other than crown lands, end 
would result in the dosing up of 
her of promising industries, which must 
draw their supply of timber from other 
than crown lands, and would also result 
in great hardships to actual sefctlera who 
rely largely upon the sale of timber upon 
their homesteads for subsistence whilst 
clearing their lands, we consider this 
biflJ so unreasonable in its provisions, 
omd that iit would be so disastrous in its 
effects, that we are of the opinion that 
the government should withdraw this 
bill and should submit a biU which 
would provide for -an increase of 
and not cripple our industries, but distri­
bute the burden of increased taxation 
equitably upon those called upon to bear 
it’ ”

Mr. Davidson moved the adojurnment 
of <the\debete. ____

Japanese Immigration.
On the ground of urgency, the standing 

rules and orders were suspended to allow 
a motion to be moved by John Oliver 
without notice.

Mr. Oliver then moved, seconded by 
J. A. Macdonald:

“That a select committee, consisting 
of Messrs. Bowser, Fraser, Davidson, 
Henderson and Drury, be appointed #to 
inquire into the working of the British 
Columbia Immigration Act, 1903, with 
power to call for persons, papers, tele­
grams and other documents, and to ex­
amine witnesses under oath, and report 
the evidence to the -House.”

Mr. Oliver, as reported in last night’s 
Times, told of how he had seen a pro­
vincial police officer and a J. P. conniv­
ing at the violation of the law, with the 
government also a party to it, by au­
thorizing a declaration for use which 
violated the law.

on-

Ass essuient

means

Premier McBride charged, that the 
member for Delta was attempting to 
make political capital for Dominion elec­
tions. The member for Delta, he said, 
had spoken approvingly of bringing 
hordes of Orientals into the province. He 
wanted the laws lived up to. It would 
appear that the member had been acting 
as assistant inspector of immigration. He 
went into the change made by disposing 
of the chief immigration officer for the 
sake of saving revenue. He had heard 
no complaints against the way the act 
was being enforced until^ to-day. He 
wanted the commission to" go into this 
matter very fully, and if the charges 

established he would see that the 
officers complained of would be dealt 
with according to the finding, 
government wànted the law carried out.

delivering his 
maiden speech, was greeted with ap­
plause. He had studied the working 
of the act and he failed to see tha£ the 
law was being carried out as intended. 
There was nothing, according to the way 
the-daw was being enforced, to prevent 
any Japs who wanted to, entering the 
province. If the law could not be en­
forced it should be repealed. He had 
expected the Premier to explain the de­
claration form which permitted anyone 
declaring himself a traveller entering the 
province. Japs who coiild not pass the 
education test might come in under this 
declaration by the payment of a fee of

ed.
Railway Assessment Bill.

On reporting the amendment to the act? 
to assess railway companies, Hon. Mr. 
Fulton proposed the following amend­
ment:

con-

To strike out section 5 and substitute 
in lieu thereof the following:were opend, as the signs of the times 

indicated, that a uniform system should 
prevail. He called attention to the fact 
that an agreement existed between the 
employers and employees at Fernie 
which would not expire for about a 
year. He thought this would be safe- aad other laD(& occupied by the company

fur station or engine houses, or freight 
dheds, or other buildings connected with 
the actual operation of the railway, and 
situate without the limits of municipal 
corporations incorporated before th_- 21st 
day of February, 1895, together with the 
personal property and income of the 
company, including the rolling stock, 
shall be assessed and taxed as a whole 
ae real estate, and at the sum of ten, 
thousand dollars per mile of track of the 
company situate without the limits of 
any municipality incorporated before the 
21st day of February, 1895. The 
measurement of track shall riot include 
switches, spurs or sidings, but all 
switches, spurs and sidings of any rail­
way company situate without the limits 
of any municipality incorporated before 
the 21st day of February, 1895, shall be 
assessed and taxed as read1 estate, and 
at the sum- of three thousand dollars per 
mile.”

“■The land occupied and claimed as the 
right-of-way for railway by any railway 
company, and situate without the limits 
of municipal corporations incorporated 
before the 21st day of February, 1895,

Theguarded by inserting a clause making it 
non-effective in the Fernie mines until a 
certain date. J. D. McNiven, in

J. H. Hawthornthwaite wae of course 
agreeable to this.
• XV. XV. B. Mclnnes said that he had 
on several occasions introduced legisla­
tion along the line of that proposed by 
the member for Nanaimo. It had been 
opposed by members who were now sup­
porting it, because they hoped by that 
means to make political capital. The 
member for Nanaimo insinuated that 
this measure was defeated last year by 
tactics which members adopted. He 
wished to say that the cause of its de­
feat was due to the tactics of the mem­
ber for Nanaimo. He (Mr. Mclnnes) 
had suggested to the member for Na­
naimo on that occasion that he bring it 
in along the same lines as he did this 
year. The member for Nanaimo had re­
fused to do so, but had surrounded the 
proposed amendment with other amend­
ments to the act which made it unac­
ceptable to members of the legislature. 
Had he introduced as innocent a meas­
ure as the present bill last year it would 
hare carried. The business of the mem­
ber for Nanaimo last year was to make 
it embarrassing for the government. 
This year he endeavors to make it as 
easy as possible for the government. 
(Government applause.) The member 
for Nanaimo did not care for th 
miners particularly. This system was 
now in force among the miners of Van­
couver Island. That was brought about 
by the trades unions, which the member 
for Nanaimo so much despised.

But while he (Mr. Mclnnes) was going, 
to support the bill, yet he wished to call 
the attention of the legislature to the 
fact that they had the Conservatives and 
the Socialiste, who were diametrically op­
posed to one another, now working to­
gether in the House. This was done by 
the member for Nanaimo going back on 
what he advocated before election. He 
had thrown down the men who support­
ed him in Nanaimo. i

Mr. Oliver said that the charge made 
by the Premier that he (Mr. Oliver) ap­
proved of hordes of Japs coming into the 
province came with bad grace from the 
Premier, who, in view of the charges 
made, was shown to be guilty of that. 
He went on to charge the government 
with connivance in this matter in au­
thorizing the printing of the declaration 
produced. These declarations were not 
authorized by the act. He expected that 
every effort would be made by'the Pre­
mier to throw the responsibility upon the 
government subordinates.

j. H. Hawthornthwaite " asked if the 
member for Delta had seen any Japs who 
were not travellers sign these papers?

Mr. Oliver said he would ask im turn 
how he could tell a traveller from any 
other class of Jap. (Opposition ap­
plause.) Mr. Oliver further added that 
the J. P. whom he had seen in his oper­
ations had not administered the oath, 
but simply had him sign the paper.

W. XV. B. Mclnnes said for the infor­
mation of the member for Nanaimo, he 
would state that the Immigration Act 
made no provision for Jap travellers en­
tering the province any more than others 
of that race.

The resolution carried.

a cum­
in support of this, he admitted1 that 

when the objection was raised in com­
mittee by the opposition, he had been 
under some misunderstanding as to the1 
working of the present act. He proposed 
to leave dhe assessment of sidings at 
$3,000 a mile as at present, as he did 
not think it fair to assess1 sidings ait the 
same rate as the main lines.

The amendment carried.
The following amendment of Hon. Mr. 

Fulton also carried:
To strike out sections 6 and 7 and sub­

stitute In lieu thereof the following: 
“The lands mentioned in sub-sectioni (3) 
of section 3 hereof situate without the 
Mmêts of any municipal: corporation shall 
be assessed and taxed as real estate or 
wild lands, in accordance with the pro­
visions of the ‘Assessment Act.’ ”

e coal

revenue

Amendment Carried.
J. IJ. Hawthornthwaite wanted t<^ 

know what the attitude of the railway 
companies had been on this proposed 
legislation, which was apparently done 
for the purpose of bringing forth the 
Premier’s statement, which followed.

The Premier said that with one excep­
tion he believed that all the railway 
companies had sent représenta tivee 
against this proposed legislation, which 
it was urged would prove ruinous to the 
companies. He quoted a telegram from 
Sir Thos. Shaughnessy on. the subject 
in which, on behalf of the C. P. R., he 
protested against this bill.

The Finance Minister moved the 
ond reading of the amendment to the 
Mutual Fire Insurance Company, which 
carried.

sec-

RiMs Reported.
Hon. F. J. Fulton moved the second 

reading of the Royal Inland Hospital 
Act. 3896. The bill provided as to who 
should vote at the annual meeting by 
specifying for the compiling of the List 
of subscri/bers.

The bill was committed with Stuart 
Henderson in the chair, and 
ported.

The ’bill to amend the Trail Incorpor­
ation Act passed its second reading, and 
wiaa committed with XV. J. Bowser in 
tlhe chair. The ball was reported.

The object of .the bill was simply to 
remove the town of Trail from disabili­
ties under which it worked under the 
present act.

The House then adjourned until 2 
o’clock to-day.

Dismissal of Magistrate.
On the motion of J. A. Macdonald, 

seconded by Mr. Oliver, it was resolved:
“That an order of the House be grant­

ed for a return of copies of all corres­
pondence between the corporation of the 
city of Rossland, or the mayor or any 
of the aldermen thereof, and the govern­
ment during the month of October, 1903, 
with respect to the dismissal of the po­
lice magistrate at Rossland and the ap­
pointment of his successor.”

Fish Traps.
Richard Hall moved, seconded by XV. 

G. Cameron:
“XVliereas representations have frofii 

time to time been made to the Dominion 
government for the approval of fish traps 
for the purpose of the salmon fishing In­
dustry:

“And whereas the passing of a regu­
lation permitting the use of fish traps 
would be Beneficial to the salmon can-

He could pot go back and be elected 
by those whom he had duped. The 
member for Nanaimo could not go back 
and be elected on such a bill as that now 

. 'The member for Nanaimointroduced 
said he did not advocate a strike. But 
his reason was that he had advocated ? 
greater one. He had represented that 
they were going to take over the coal 
mines and the lumDer mills, and he was 
going to be one of the King Bees when 
this was accomplished. He was to be 
one of the men with all this wealth. 
After this bill was printed the speaker 
had in Nanaimb met Socialists who ask­
ed: “Was it possible their member had 
introduced that bill?” This was the 
member who had sung the Marseillaise 
at meetings when they refused to sing 
“God Save the King.” Before election 
the member for Nanaimo had advocated 
not this but a demand for four hours & 
day and $15 at least for that day. The 
speaker would support the bill because 
it was on a line with what he wished 
to have introduced.

was re-
Sir Thomas 

described this increase in taxation as 
apparently brought about by the blunder 
of the government in constructing the 
Westminster bridge, so as to allow 
United States lines of railway to enter 
the province.

a ne bill passed i)hs third reading.
Third Reading.

The amendment -to the Evidence Act 
also passed its third reading.

Assessment Rill. Victoria, Dec. 11.f
In the House this afternoon, after 

* John Oliver had made his disclosures in . . . ^ .-r— “* —*■«- «« tu,. »
enforcement, the great part of the time dress "be presented to His Honor the 
was taken up with the consideration uf Lieut.-Govemor of the province of 
the Assessment Act in connection with British Columbia requesting him to com- 
an amendment moved by the leader of mu,licatc with, the Federal government,
the opposition. This amendment aimed Urgin! Rth,at. government to permit the ... .... use of fish traps in connection with theat doing away with the present bill be- galmon Cilnning industry."
fore the House and proposing some in- Speaking to the resolution, the Pre­
creases iû taxation under the present mier said that it was an important reeo- 
act. | lution. He thought that members of

I the House who had not information on 
Prayers were read -J»y Rev. W. L. the subject should have some explanation 

çjay * * from the member for Victoria. He
moved the adjournment of the debate. 

The debate was adjourned.

.The House then went into committee 
on the Assessment Bill with C. W. D. 
Clifford in the chair. After some slight 
corrections in the bill the 
rose and the bill was reported complete.

Land Act Amendment.

committee
Richard Hall said the bill was like 

most of th£se brought in by Socialists. 
It was nofontended to help the miners, 
but ta~aim a blow at invested interests. 
The bill wae intended to upset the sys­
tem of work in mines. Some men would 
under it work five or six hours and take 
three or four hours to get to their work. 
He was not surprised to see the govern­
ment supporting this, because they had 
to in order to hold power, as they were 
dependent upon the Socialists.

The Premier wanted to know what Mr. 
Hall would offer.

“Never mind,” replied Mr. Hall, “you 
are in the position of responsibility, and 
you will not remain long in power if 
you show you have not backbone.”

P. XVilliams called attention to the 
fact that if a man crawled for a mile 
through a place not four feet high they 
would find it was just about as hard as 
any other work. He pointed out that 
this was simply getting for the Fernie 
miners what : had been put in force 
voluntarily by the Vancouver Island 
companies. The distances to be covered 
in reaching work were greater in the 
Vancouver Island mines than at Fernie. 
The reduction of hours of labor had not 
resulted in less work being done. It had 
Worked exactly opposite. It worked an 
improvement in the mental, moral«gnd 
physical benefit of the men. Six nonr 
days in Northern England, as compared 
with ten hours in South Wales, had re­
sulted in proving* that shorter hours re­
sulted in mining coal at a reduced price.

W. Davidson favored the bill. He was 
opposed to attacks being made on the

In moving the second reading of the 
amendment to the Land Act, the Chief 
Gommissioner said1 that the danses re­
ferring to pulp reserves haddieen repeal­
ed. There was no disposition apparently 
to establish pulp mills. Only one com­
pany had selected lands. If industries 
had been established the sections would 
not have been repealed. The rentals on 
timber leases were increased from 15c. 
to 25c. an acre. It was provided also 
that the Chief Commissioner should bo 
empowered to appoint another person to ' 
report upon disputes. In section 8 
he proposed to make some changes in 
committee from that in the proposed* act.
H)e proposed to change the license fee 
making Lt start at $140 west of the Cas­
cades and $11^ east of that range in­
stead of $100 as at first proposed. He 
also proposed to change section 9 from 
<.aat now arranged. The schedule under 
this section, it was urged, pressed1 heav­
ily upon holders of crown granted lands.

hTfj“d laTge !” 10th. 1903. On motion the following re-
*5” 1^d\.It wae T re^sonaWe that turng ordered t0 be rinted 8 re" 
these should escape taxation, however. i y
The schedule Bill be altered so that 10c. Abstract showing coal and petro- *
a thousand will be charged instead of !,e^:lICe°aiî®î^û“)ei,VIvEa8^ ^)tenaî The Attorney-General called attention 
50 cents. Those dealing in shi-ngle bdlte . ° the fact that the member for 1)611,1
will also be given redress. It was point- »mce August let, 1»Ud. faad a gh()rt time ago fowity denounced

'eu out that there wae only 600 feet in a 2. Return showing dates of return of ^e government for not enforcing a law. 
oord of shingle bolts. The shingle men ballot boxes by returning officers in late Xow the Same member desired then to 
would be taxed 35c. instead of 50e. It e*ec^on. violate another kiw. The Attorney-
was also proposed that the licenses 3. Return to an order of the House re- General doubted iiNhy House bad the 
would be made transferrubCe. An effort garding coal prospecting licensee in power by resolution to overrule the law.

Petition.
The petition from B. P. Bremner and 

others, asking amendment to Land Act, 
re special licenses to cut timber, 
ceived.

Fernie Ballot Boxes.
Mr. Oliver moved: “That an order of 

the House be granted directing the 
'y î Deputy Provincial Secretary to return

! the ballot boxes used in the late provin-
. Mr. JRouston, the chairman, presented cial election in the electoral district of
the first report from the printing com- Fernie to the returning officer for that
mittee, as follows: : district, for (he purpose of producing

xr„ ,.  . . , the said ballot boxes before the County
Mr. Speaker, lour select standing court judge, so ns to allow the recount

committee on printing beg leave to report applied for to be proceeded with." 
as follows: - 1 The member for Delta outlined thè

That the committee met on December reasons for moving in this direction. It
intended to have justice done in the 

He wished only to have the

was re-

Report.

was 
matter.
recount take place and a decision arrived

t

î

given the security required by section
4, sub-section (c), chapter 9, 1902 ? 2.
If so, what is the nature of the security 
furnished? 3. Has the Vancouver & 
Goâsft-Kootenay Railway Company com­
menced work, as provided by section 4, 
suib-section (n)? 4. If so, when did the 
company commence work, and in what 
does the work of construction consist?
5. Is the work being- diligently prosecut­
ed to the satisfaction of tbe Lieuteaant- 
Governor-in-Council? "

Hon. Mr. Green replied1 as follows: 
“1. No. 2. Answered by No. 1. 3.
No. 4 and 5. Answered by No. 3.”

Mr. Oliver asked the Premier the fol­
lowing questions: 1. XVhy was the 

of M. S. XVade, of Kamloops, om­
itted from the list of employees dismis­
sed by the government? 2. Are there 
any other omissions? 3. XVhy were the 
services of A. L. Kendall, physician, 
Surrey, dispensed with?

Hon. Mr. McBride replied as follows-:
1 “1. Unintentionally omitted. 2. Not to 
my knowledge. 3. XVith others, on the 
ground of economy.”

Mr. Oliver asked the Premier thç, fol­
lowing questions: 1. Is Mr. Lane, of 
Mission City, a constable in the employ 
of the provincial government? 2. If so, 
what salary doe® Mr. Lane receive? 3. 
Xvhflt are his duties? 4. Is Mission 
City included in an incorporated muni­
cipality? 5. Is it the custom of the 
government to maintain provincial con­
stables in rural municipalities?

Hon. Mr. McBride replied as follows: 
“1. Yes. 2. $60 per month. 3. The 
usual duties of a provincial constable. 
4. No. 5. No, but the custom has been 
departed from in this instance, as Mis­
sion City is a railway junction, and is a 
convenient point at which to have a pro­

vincial constable, in order to intercept 
offenders escaping to the United States.”

Mr. Oliver asked the Minister of Fin­
ance the following questions: 1. Did 
Mr. J. Gilbert act as stenographer for 
the government in the matter of the 
Columbia & XVestern investigation? 2. 
XVas. Mr. J. Gilbert a salaried employee 
in the service of the government at the 
same time? 3. XVhat wi» the total 
amount paid for the services of ethno­
grapher in connection with tiie Columbia 
& Western investigation? 1. To whom 
was this amount paid?

Hon. R. G. Tatlow replied as follows: 
“1. No. J. Gilbert acted on behalf of 
A. M. Jones. 2. Yes. 3. $700 o-n nc- 
ooimt. 4. A. M. Jones.”

Mr. Oliver asked the Premier the fol­
lowing questions: 3. What amount of 
money was paid out of the provincial 
treasury by way of aid to sufferers from 
the floods on the Fraser river during the 
present year? 2. Who were the indi­
viduals receiving aid? 3. What was the 
amount received by each individual?

Hon. Mr. McBride replied as follows: 
“1, $112.50; 2, transportation compan­
ies only received disbursements; 3, 
swered by No. 2.” •

Mr. Oliver asked the Provincial Sec­
retary the following questions: 1. Was 
Mr. John Armstrong sent to jail from the 
Old Men’s Home, Kamloops? If so, for 
what reason? 2. Was the said John 
Armstrong discharged from jail, and, if 
so( is the said John Armstrong now an 
inmate of the Old Men’s Home, or is 
the said John Armstrong living on the 
chàrity of the public?

Hon. Mr. McBride read the following 
memorandam from the Deputy Provin­
cial Secretary: “Memorandum.—The 
correspondence from Mr. McLean, the 
superintendent of the Provincial Home, 
relating to the dismissal of Armstrong 
has been sent to Mr. Fletcher for his 
persual, and the entries on record of the 
correspondence do not afford sufficient in­
formation to furnish full replies to these 
questions. I therefore propose to ask 
Mr. McLean to report fully.”

Henry Tanner asked the Hon. the 
Provincial Secretary the following ques­
tion: Is it the intention of the govern­
ment to provide in the estimates this 
session for a new school-house at Saan- 
ichton?

i

) CHANGES PROMISED
IN TIMBER TAXATION

The Government Will Reduce It Eighty 
Per Cent, on Crown Granted 

Lands.

name

1 Victoria, Dec. 10th.
In the legislature this afternoon it be­

came doubtful who undertook the great­
est responsibility for the. legislation, the 
Premier or J. H. Htuwthornthwai-te. It 
was a virtual love feasit between the 
members of the government and1 the So­
cialist members. It became a mutual 
admiration society at stages. At one 

I time what was doubtless intended to be 
!? a very effective dialogue between the 

Premier' and 'the member for Nanaimo 
fell very flat, owing to the stilted style 
in which it was carried through. Mem­
bers on both sides1 of the Hoaise could 
not repress their smiles as the Socialist 
member, withoût any introduction as an 
excuse for it, rose and asked if raïrway 
companies had protested against the 
railway assessment. The Premier, with 
his message from Sir Thos. Shaugh­
nessy, followed. The performance lack­
ed spirit owing to thie lack of art evi­
denced by the participants.

To W. W. B. Mclnnes fell the 
duty again of administering a severe re­
buke to the member for Nanaimo for 
tiie fulsome praise heaped by him upon 
the government.
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nearly^half a century, which pnte 
t the top of the profession. Such 
k is Dr. R. X\ Pierce, who is at 
ad of that magnificent hospital In 
p, galled' the Invalids’ Hotel and 
nl Institute. You can write him 
it fear or favor for he keepsstri^- 
Bdential all letters sent to him add 
krges notiiing for his medical ad- 
nswering in a straightforward and 

111 manner. He will not advise 
b to take medicine unless it is posi- 
indicated by the condition of the 

k. Dr. Pierce says in his Com- 
lemse Medical Adviser: “I believe 
ygienic measures for the young 
le most important. Fresh air and 
ne âre always in order. Exercise • 
kiaily indicated for the girl who ia 
Ind anemic. Furthermore cleanli- 
t body, externally and internally ia 
k to do no harm. Make it a prae- 
kce a week to take some mild laxa- 
I One of the first little liver pills 
I market and also the best is Dr.
|s Pleasant Pellets—still enjoying 
I favor to-day. They are found for 
■most everywhere, particularly ad- 
Iby the honest druggist unless he 
[pill of his own make to sell. These 
|ts” of Dr. Pierce are entirely vege- 
fcnd do not gripe or injure the most 
|e system.
| women are afforded the opportun- 
I a lifetime, for the makers of Dr.
Is Favorite Prescription now offer 
leward for women who cannot be 
I Backed up by over a third of a 
ly of remarkable and uniform.
Fa record such as no other remedy 

diseases and weaknesses peculiar 
Inen ever attained, the proprietors 
r. Pierce’s Favorite Prescription 
leel fully warranted in offering to 
1)00 in legal money of the United 
I for any ease of Leucorrhe*,
|e XVeakness. Prolapsus, or Falling 
fcmb which they cannot cure. All 
Isk is a fair and reasonable trial of 
means of cure.
Ivorite Prescription” makes weak 
|i strong, sick women well. Accept 
mstitute for the’ medicine which 
I wonders for weak women.

Mothers and Daughters 
1 have a medical book handy, for 
ledge is power. A standard work 
I People’s Common Sense Medroal 
fcr, by R. V. Pierce, M. D. Send 
fc-cent stamps for the cloth-bound 
lor 21 stamps for the paper-covered 
|e. Address Dr. R. V. Pierce, Buf­
fs". Y.

Prayers were read by Rev. XV. Leslie 
•Clay.

P-etitien.
A. H. B. MacgowanTpresenited a peti­

tion from E. P. Bremmer praying that 
timber licensee be made transferrable 
under the Land Act.

Reports.
The Premier presented a report con­

taining all correspondence, etc., in con­
nection with the recount matter in the 
Fernie election.

Thé Attorney-General also presented a 
report on same subject to the apparent 
surprise of the Premier. It was sug­
gested that the two be joined.

First Readings.
The foT-ffowing bills were introduced, 

read a first time, and ordered to be read 
a second time to-morrow:

By Hon. Mr. Tatlow, a bill intituled 
4‘An Adt to amend tne ‘Agricultural and1 
Horticultural Societies Act.’ ” Also a 
bill intituled “An Act for the Protection, 
of Insectivorous and other Birds.” j 

Motions Carried.
On the motion of John Oliver, second­

ed by J. A. Macdonald, it was resolved, 
"that an order of the House be granted 
for a return showing the number of bal­
lot papers actually issued to voters in 
each electoral district of the province at 
the general election held on the 3rd day 
of October, 1903. Also shaving the 
number of votes cast for each candidate 
in the various electoral districts.”

On the motion o-f Stuart Henderson, 
seconded by James Murphy, it was re­
solved: “That an order of the House 
be granted for a return of all the assess­
ment rolls in British Columbia outside 
of municipalities for the year 1903.”

On the motion of Stuart Henderson, 
second by James Murphy, it was re­
solved': “That an erder of the House 
be granted for copies of alll correspond­
ence between the government, or any 
member thereof, and any other person 

the taxation of the Can- 
aiuiau Pacific railway, or any other rail­
way or railways in the province, and 
any reports or commissions bearing on 
this subject, extending over the years 
1885 to 1903.”

»

an-

Hon. Mr. McBride replied as follows: 
<4From information received in report 
from Inspector XVilson, dated August 
6th, 1903, ÎC would appear that theyb is 
no present necessity for the erection of 
a new school-house at South Saanich. 
The inspector further reports that with 
an expenditure of $250 for repairs, to 
be carried out during the summer of 
1904, the present building can be made 
to serve for 10 or 12 years longer.”

Mr. Oliver asked the Premier the fol­
lowing questions: 1. For what purpose 
did the Premier and the Attorney-Gen- 
§Al (Hon. Mr. McPhillips) visit Gassier 
and Atlin? 2. Did the Premier and the 
Attorney-General (Hon. Mr. McPhillips) 
take part in the late election campaign 
in Cassiar and Atlin- districts? 3. If eo, 
what points were visited by the Premier 
and the Attorney-General? 4. At what 
points did the Premier and the Attorney- 
General deliver election addresses ^ in 
Cassiar and Atlin districts? 5. Under 
what authority are the election expenses 
of ministers paid out of the provincial 
treasury ?

Hon. Mr. McBride replied as follows: 
“1, on public business; 2, we addressed 
meetings at Bella Coola, Essington, At­
lin and Discovery; 3, all points touched 
by steamer Tees; 4, answered by No. 2; 
5, no authority.”

or persons re

Questions and Answers.
John Houstdin asked the Premier the 

following questions: 1. XVas there a ré­
serve on the land in block 4,593 and 
block 4,594, East Kootenay, at any 
time between June 3rd, 1903, and Oc­
tober 3rd, 1903 ? 2. If so, for what pur­
pose? 3. Has a reserve been placed on 
the land in block 4,593 and block 4.594, 
East Kootenay, since October 3rd, 
1903 ? 4. If so, for what purpose?

Hon R. McBride replied as follow»:
1. Yes, on block 4,593, but not on block 

4,594. 2. The reserve was established
by an order-im-council, approved- on 11th 
August, 1890. The purpose is not men­
tioned therein, but a further order-in- 
conncil, approved 6th May, 1891, re­
serves and sets apart the same parcel 
of land as an initial block in the grant 
to be made to the British Columbia 
Southern Railway Company. 3. No. 
4. Answered by the reply ter No. 3.”

James Murphy asked the Chief Com-

CREATES A PRECEDENT.

j Stanley Is rapidly Ingratiating hlm- 
t St. Martin’s-le-Grand, and, follow- 
e example of his progressive prede- 
he is patronizing the luncheon club 

t headquarters staff in the north 
ag. Indeed, we learn that he has 
ne better than the chancellor of the 
luer, since he has presented the club 
i red deer, which is being partaken 
lay by his appreciative subordinates, 
with a small charge for red currant 

» accompany it. Thus early in bis 
Lord Stanley has done that which 
ambition of all P. M. G.’s—he has 

ed a precedent.” But lt was the lot 
Austen Chamberlain to endear him- 

! the staff by adopting the unusual 
kf taking luncheon at the club among 
[leagues as a matter of course, and 
l an occasional condescension, and 
Is an obvious gap at the long table 
Ithe earnest figure with the searching 
e would sit eagerly conversing be- 

I mouthfuls with the permanent of-

Mr. Murphy asked the Minister of 
Finance the following questions: 1. XVhat 
amount has been paid to A. M. Jones 
and Justin Gilbert, or to either of them, 

missioncr of Lands and XVorks the fol- I as stenographers in the Columbia VVest- 
lowimg questions: 1. XVhat was the ori- cm inquiry? 2. XVhat amount remains 
ginai estimate for the construction of the payable to the said A. M. Jones and 
Chimney Creek bridge? 2. XVhat am- Justin Gilbert, or either of ,them, as 
ount has been expended on construction j stenographers in the said inquiry? 3.

to date? 3. XVhat amount has ! Who employed the said A. M. Jones and 
been expended on approaches to same to Justin Gilbert as such stenographers on 
date? 4. XVhat is the estimated cost of 8a.^ iuQuiry? 4. Was the said Justin 
the completion of the said bridge and ap- the time of the said employ-
proaches? 5. Did the government dur- ™ent- the stenographer of the
tag the past summer conduct a boarding Supreme court at Victor», in receipt of 
house in connection with the building of a regular mornh y salary?
aaid bridge? 6. Were provisions for to M J. t j. , , v. 1. $7UV was paid to A. M. Jonessuch boarding house purchased from aceount 2, the amount of A. M. Jones’s 
Indians? 7. At what rate were employ- c,aim $2,293, of which $700 has been 
,es on said bridge charged tor board paid ,eaving a ba]ance of $1 593, which 
during the past sununer. 8. Were em- -g 8nbject to consideration for final ad- 
plqyee* on said bridge during the past • jngtment. No claim has been made by
summer engaged at -a certain rate of ; justin Gilbert; 3, A. M. Jones was the
wages and paid off at a lesser rate? j stenographer appointed by tbe commit- 

Hon. R. Green replied as follow»: j tee of inquiry; 4, Justin Gilbert, at the
**1. $40,000, approximately, in 1901. 2. * time of the inquiry, was official steno-
$55,057.78.

of same

ktory fcoes that on one occasion Mr. 
Chamberlain sat down opposite a 

Irishman, and Immediately engaged 
conversation, and that the Hibernian 
elated with the sensation of having 

hldressed by a cabinet minister that 
It out and was not seen again for the 

the afternoon! Be that as it may, 
G.'s may come and P. M. G.’s nr>er 

It the memofy of fifteen months of 
I” will long remain green at St. 
I's-Ie-Grand.—Pall Mall Gazette.

on

4. $5,659.49; grapher of the Supreme court at Vic- 
4% miles road approaches. 5. Yes. 6. toria, and in receipt of a regular irionth- 
One instance only 3,200 pounds pota- ly salary.”

I toes7 7" Per ~ , Coal Mines’ Regelations.
John Oliver asked the Chief Comtois-

I sioncr of Lands and Works the follow- . On the second reading of the Mil to 
ing miestions: 1. Has the Vancouver & amend the Coal Mines’ Regnlation Act,

Company providing that eight hoars from pit

3. $6,000.Hnrablrd. of St. Paul, and B. Rosen- 
f San Francisco, Cal., are at the

Soil Wiettf SMB »5?5«5£Sa
a an office, W0 a month with advancement; 
mployment; meat be honest and reliable. 
_:ieof the aeeociatloo are being established 
•ortnee. Apply at once giving full partiew
varaanKtkr bcibkcb laaovx Lwiea. cm Coast-Kootenay Railway
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