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A Committee of Business Men Submit a Plan
of Transcontinental Railway Connec-
tion via Boundary Bay.

0 CONNECT WITH THtt

(RANSGONTINENTAL - ROADS.

Aid to Be Asked From Déminion and Provincial Governments

and Municipalities—Railway to Open Up a Riéh and
v " Extensive Agricultural Lan‘dj.‘ :

A Comprehensive Scheme in Which Victoria Will Be the Distributing
Point for a Vast System--A Public Meeting of Citizens to Be
Called for Wednesday Evening Next.

Since ' the inception ‘of the movement,
which had, as one of its results, the,
formation of the now quiescent Comr
mitiee of Fifty, the guestion of more
satisfactory connection between Victoria
and the Mainland has oecupied a large
share of public attention, and in the dis-
cussfion of the Port -Angeles ferry,
scheme, and more recently of the prope-|
sal made by Messrs. Mackenzie Broth-
ers, of Vamcouver, critics have repeated- ‘
ly: intimated - that the _most feasible
scheme had not yet been formulated. ‘

The plan’ which was known as the De
Cosmos soheme has generally been un-
derstood as the one thus hinted at, and
it will be remembered that early in May
last a meeting of business men was heid
in-theé Board of Trade’ rooins, ‘at which |
a comwittee was appointed with instruc- |
tions to investigate -the details of that |
or a similar scheme, The committee con-
sisted of Mayor Redfern, James' Duns-
mair, E. Crowe Baker, D. R. Ker, Mich-
ael Baker, . W. Paterson Alex. Wilson, .
0. ‘E, Renouf, Noah Shakespeare, Ald.{'
P. C. Macgregor, Ald. Beckwith and J. ,
Stuart Yates. |

This commiteee applied to and obtained
from the city council a grant of $260
for the purpose of employing and remu-
neﬁ@gi& competent, epgineer to exam- ;
ine and repert upon, the feasibility or
otherwise of a rcute from Victoria via
Sidney to Point Roberts, or some other
accessible landing place on the provincial
mainlind. Mr, H. P. Bell, C.E, was
selocted for the undertaking, and in due
course his report was submittad to the
committee. :

After holding several meetings = the
comittee: cempleted their report, and the
secretary, Mr. Clement E. Renouf, was
instructed to ‘call a meeting for last
evening in ‘the Board of Trade rooms, to
which that report might be submitted. i

Pursuant to that eall the mweetimg was
held last night, there being .present: A. |
L. Belyea, Ald. Brydon, Ald. Beckwith, :
W. H. Bone, H. P. Bell, C.E., Captain
Clarke, A, J. Dallain, R. L. Drury, 14‘.'
Elworthy, A. St. G. Flint, T. S. Futcher,
H. M. Grahame, Ald, Humphrgy, w. |
J. Hanna, C. A. Holland, C. H. Lugrin,
Moses Denz, L. G. McQuade, William
Munsie, Walter Morris, Ald. Macgregor,
George Powell, F. B. Pemberton, T. W.
Paterson, C. E. Renouf, Noah Shakes-
peare, R. Seabrook, Ald. Stewart, 1.
Shotbolt, J. J. Shallcross, C. F. Todd, !
Alex, Wilson, Walter Walker, Ald. Wil
liams, J. Stuart Yates, Michael Young,
Henry Young and Louis Young.

His worsghip the mayor being umavoid-
ably absent, attending t_he navalball ar-
rangement committee, Mr, L. G. Mec-
Quade, vice-president of -the British Co- |
Jumbia Board of Trade, was voted to the
chair by acclamation.

The proceedings were opened by the
reading of the notice convening the meet-

- ing and of the minutes of the last meet-
ing, after which Mr. C. E. Renouf, sec-

ratary of the committee, read tha fol- '
lowing X

Victoria, B. C., Sept. 20, 1899.

Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen: We,
your committee appointed at a meeting
held at the Board of Trade rooms on'
May 17th “last to enquire into the pro-
posal of connecting the City of Victoria
with the transcontinental railways, and
to build a railway from Point Roberfs
to Chilliwack, and to suggest the best
plan to adopt to secure this desirable
railway cennection, beg to report as
follows: i . 1

At our first meeting-it was deemed 3d-
visable to have a preliminary exploratory
survey, to ascertain the feasibikity ‘of the
project, and the most practical way to
construct the railway mentioned, !

A petition was sent in to the city ¢orun-
cil asking for a grant to cover the ex-
pense. The sums of $250 was granted,
and placed to the credit of the commit-
tee by the city council, J

We ithereupon engaged the services of
Mr. H. P. Bell, C. E., to go over the
ground and make a report. Mr, Beli's
report is attached hereto, {

You will notice that Mr. Bell recom-
mends that the Victoria & Sidney rail-
way be continued into the centre of the
city, and extended to the most conveni-
ent harbor north of Sidney. The sum
of $150,000 mentioned in the estimate
for this work is, “in the opinior of your
commiftee, ample. G

From there it is proposed to operate

|
REPORT: !
l

: quenitly the cost will not be great.
. sum of $200,000, aitowed for these boats;
! will be more than sufficient. :

. fare,

Ope fast for
passengers,

two steam ferry boats.

the rapid conveyance of

! mails and express matter, the other to
: be fitted to take loaded cars on her deck, !

This ‘latter does not need to be as fast
a steamer as the former, and conse-
The

As regards the suggested changes by
Mr. Bell for a starting point on the
Mainland, your committeée thinks that a
funther examination into ‘the ‘question
might - lead ito a -different conclusion.

i Your committee inclinme to a Yoad which

would avoid a branch ¥ine'into Ladners,
and to a scheme with-as 'little water way
as possible, 4

Following Mr. Bell’s suggestions, the
line starts at a point on Boundary Bay,
and follows the coumse of the Nicomeckl
River for 12 miles, making a junction
with the Great Northern Railway, (com-
ing from the south and ea8t) at a point
about six miles from White Rock.
branch road is suggested from the main
ilne with Ladners, a distance of about 12

| miles,

A “junction is formed ' with the Can-
adian Pacific Railway, and the Seattle &
International Railway at a point on the
main line, about 30 mile§ east of White
Rock.

The Northern Pacific has a terminal
at Sumas City, which is ‘only two miles
digtant from the 35-milé point on the pro-
posed route. $

After leavifig the 35 mile-polnt the pro-
posed route passes the south:énd of Sy-
mas la¥e, and from there runs through
the Chilliwack Valley, .

It will be seen from the above outline
of the proposed route the great advant-
ages which would accure to the city
from the ‘transcontinental = c¢onnections
made hereby,

1st. The Great Northern Railway,
with its tributary roads, with facilities
for sending cars ‘into the Kootenays, is
made available to the City of Victoria.

2nd. The Canadian Pacific * Railway,
with ° its “magnificent railway system
throughout Canada, is also made avail-
able, and can be utilized by merchants
of the City of Victoria to a greater ad-
vantage than at present. ?

3rd.' The Northern Pacific has always
shewn a keen interest in Victoria’s well-
and ithis committee feels that ' a
more complete and satisfactory counec-
tion with this read will follow -the con-
summation of the proposal outlined.

It may be argued that if all the through
transcontinental traffic -destined to this
port were diverted from its present chan-
nels to the proposed route, the earnings
derived therefrom would not be -suffici-
ent to warrant the comstruction of a

prailway and ferry service such’ss is here
i outlined, but that a lafge loeal traffic

is  necessary.

Runring as this projected lines does
through a very large. and extensively
fertile agricultural district, - comprising
the municipabities and districts of Delta,
Surrey, Langley, Matsqui, Sumas
Chilliwack, producing the amounts stat-

i ed in the engineer’s report, it is scarceiy

possible to come ito any other conclusion
tnan that the milway would be a paying
proposition from the loeal trafic aloue.

| The traffic between the city and these

districts will be flarge; large earnings

{ may be expected from the fact that this

railway will enable the flarmers to
reach the markets of the 'Kootenays,
where they are now practically debarred.

“The Least Hair

Casts a Shadow.”

A single drop of poison
blood will, unless checked in
time, make the wholeimpure.
Hood’s Sarsaparilla is ' the
great leader in blood purifiers.

It casts' no shadow, but brings sun-
shine and health into every household.

Runnln¥ 8ore—“My .mother was
troubled with rheumatism in her knee for
a number of years, and it broke out into a
running sore. She took three bottles of
Hood’s Sarsaparilla and is now well,
Hood’s Olive Ointment helped to heal the
eruption.” MRs. JOBN FARR, Cloverlawns,
Ancaster, Ont,

Rheumatism—*“I was badly affilicted
with sciatic rheumatism. Consulted doc-
tors without rellef. Was persuaded to try
Hood’s Sarsaparilla, and five bottles gave
me relief and enabled me to go to work.”
WiLLiAx R, RoAcH, Margaretyille, N, 8,

Hood’s Pills cure lver {115 ; the non-rrtitati d
* Sily cathartic to Take with Wood's Bereseaille

It will’ also enable our saw mills dnd p!an-:
ing mills to market their products in:
the miarkets of the Northwest at-a very '
much greater advantage. Other iud‘us-;
tries ‘must necessarily benefit corres:’
pondingly. These two apecial industries
are singled out because facilities ~for
shipping in cars with no handling: »>f
contents and cheap rates are essential’
ton suceessful trade in these lines, and
the markets of the Northwest offer an
immense field for the sale of wood .pro-
duets, and owing to existing conditions
we are practically debarred from com-
peting with our neighbors in these mar-|
kets,

This road assists in the development ;
of_our own . country with a people %ﬂtﬁg
whom we have a community of interest;'
it will promote:settlement and afford the:
merchants of this ‘city increased facili:’f
ties for trade in which this city doegnof
at ‘present participate in a manner com- !
mensurate with its purchases in the dis- ’
trict mentioned.

In the handling of produce this rail-
way will relieve the purchaser of the gol—
lowing ‘charges, taking for example pro:-
duce shipped from Ladners to Victoria:

Per, ton,
Wharfage at Ladner ..... cenene P25
Cost of loading on steamer at Ladner. K .15
Cost of discharging from steamer at, i

Nictorla ... . iipee
Wharfage at Victoria

In handling produce . on:the railway,
'coi:si’g;'eﬁqlloub_the -ear. from his wagon
on. to_the car, and the comsignee from f,be
car to his . wagon; and a further saving
of 20c a ton is effected by the .dealer,
who bas a warehouse on the line aof
the railroad. This also applies.to freight
in car loads lots from and.to the easi-
ern points; on” a 30,000 Ibs. car rum by
the railway to ithe consignees. warehouse
a saving of $15 per car coming ‘in, and .a
corresponding amount on a similar

and ,

weight going out, is made, Convenced of
 the feasibility of the project, and the bene- '
fits to be derived to the citizens (one of the
most advantageous that has yet been sug-
gested, .your committee would recom-
mend that it be brought to the notice of
our citizens at as edrly a date as pog:
sible, and that the mayor be asked tto call
a public meeting for that purpose. |
With reference to ‘the cost-of the rail-!
way from White Rock to Chilliwaek, ;
pradtical railwmay men inform us thaf the
estimate for construction is well within
the mark. i e
The best proposition for financing the
project which has isuggested itself to
your committee is: ,
That the city be asked. to sub- 5 52 '
scribe for stock to the amount 4 oy
. e » $ 500,000
|

That application be made to. the
Dominion and Provincial gav-
ernments for .grants not Jless
EBAD o ivniogenetadl o ainemene s

That. the municipalities on the
Fraser be asked to subscrihe
stock to the amount of $100,000 oo |
in proportion to the benefits = |

. .8everally derivable therefrom., .IQO,(_‘)()O

. That the citizens of Victoria be 7
asked to subscribe individually .
for .stock

' ," ]
300,000
b
Hroske g
. |

[l 3 !
10,860

TOtal . evuvsrennrnaennes s . 51,000,000
3alance to be floated by way of B
debentures or otherwise 5-0‘.2000

Cost as per engineef.‘& estimate$1,50¢,000
- If the @above suggestions - are cs;ui.ed
out #t will be noticed that ithe city will
have a governing influence over thé¢“af:
fairs of the railway. ¥ \

Municipal and government contrdl of
railways'is not a new proposition, ‘“and
whaitever loss, if any, might accrue for
the first ‘few years, will be more than
compensated by the benefits derived by
a complete system of transcontinental
railway connection, and being in thuch
closer touch with a large and steadily
jncreasing community of - agriculturists,
and ‘the great possibilities of a richw«and
fertile vailey. R Ui Y

It must not be forgotten that the pro-
vincial governmeént amd this ecity have
already aided the Victoria & Sidney
Railway (a part of the proposed scheme)
by a guarantee of interest, which they
have had to pay annually up to the pre:
sent, and will no doubt continue doing
so, unless the present scheme is adopt-
ed and the earnings of this bramch in-
creased, and the guarantors relieved. |

It will be necessary for a company to
be formed to construct and operate:the
proposed route and steam ferries, to: ac-
quire the Victoria & Sidney Railway, to
extend, complete and operate the same,
The committee suggests that the ecapital
stock of the company be $1,500,000, and
your committee further recommend that
the shares in the company be of such
amounts as ito be within the reach of any
citizen. i

The committee feel that this is Vie-|
toria’s oppontunity to overcome the dis-!
advantages due to incomplete -transpor-
tation facilities. "With the proposed rail- |
way completed Victoria will continue to
hoid  the premier position in the pro-
vince.

‘To accomplish this it is inewmbent, on
each and every citizen to act as a unit, *
and -to consider po personal effort or
sacrifice too great to effect the fulfill-
ment of the project. !

All of which is respectfully submitted. '

C. E. RENOUF, Sec’y. |
P. €. MACGREGOR.
J. L. BECKWITH,
J. STUART YATES.
ALEX. WILSON.
T. W. PATERSON.
N. SHAKESPEARE.
The Engineer’s Report.

C. E. Renouf, Esq., Viectoria, B. C.:

Dear Sir,—The present proposed route |
begins at Boundary Bay and follows up
the course of the Nekomekl river (which
is in faet that valley of the Fraser riv-:
er) for a diStance of-12 miles. At-2%
miles, junction is made with the line go-
ing west to Ladners' Landing on- the |
Fraser ' river about 12 mileés in length, |
At 5.65 miles, junction is made with ‘the !
Great Northern at a point 16 miles from
New Westminster. These 24 miles of
the branch and main line pass through |
a fertile and highly farmed district pro- |
ducing large quantities of farm pro—’

|

duece of all kinds.

When I passed by there this year, the
crops of all kinds were as promising as
could well be desired. Owing to the!
fact that a bench which projects into
the valley of the Fraser river (and is'
shown upon the plan herewith) main-
tains a general elevation of *400 feet!
above sea level from the Tth to the 30th
mile, a distance of 25 miles in the Fra- |
ver valley, and borders the river fof a '
distance of about four miles; it is neec-
emsury that a rallway line ‘should tra-
verse the rlver front touching the water

! 42nd mile.

| lows this course.

i erly.

- : Y e
at the +23pd Tnile, Qnd'{_iirtixfg‘; ithie

water front of the bench, before desérib-
ed, for a distance of four miles. There
ig~no- rock -throughout this seetion, and
ag:the water slope of the bench is at
intervals relieved by broken lower flats
the side hill required would be reduced
to some extent, by the occurrence  of
these lower ‘flats. : e

After passing the salient projection of
this bench on the river front there oc-
curs a rock side hill on the river front
beginning at a point about opposite the
40th mile of the line and continuing up
stream for a distance of about 23 miles.

| At the 29th mile, therefore, the line

turns te the right towards the south-
ward avoidiag the said rock bluff and
follows up the same valley-as the Seat-
tle and International Railway, forming
junction therewith nmear the 30th mile
and thence following the lead of the
same valley to the side hiH wupon the
southeast side of the Sumas lake at the
There are valuable flat
lands in this Sumas district which eould
be reclaimed and of which the estimate

. of cost is herewith attached. After pass-
i ing the mountain side hill -abutting on

Sumas lake the line passes through a

 flat and fertile district into the highly

cultivated district of Chilliwack, where
there may be seen erops and . or:hards

> ' that would_compare well with those of
+ any_ portion of British Columbia or the

States further southward.

Throughout the whole, of the Chilli-.
wack district the vallay. of -the piver-is-
of .the same flat apd fertile charaeter as:
far as the end ef the line near Popeum
on ;the Fraser river about the 64th mile
by line, where another high bench abuts
on the river at the north end of the -pro-
posed line, being the terminal point of

i the government dyke in the OChiliwack

district. ;

The general appearance of the Chilli-
wack district induces the belief that a
railway built. in a country which pro-
duces so abundantly would pay from the
day it ‘was opened. The same is true
of the Delta municipality proposed to
be, served by a branch of 12 miles in
lergth, No one could entertain any
doubt after examining the present con-
dition of the lands upon the whole
length of the proposed route that the
building of a road would bring under
Gultivation all the portion that is not at
present reclaimed land, even if the pres-
ent dykes had to be ‘extended for that
purpose. 'S0 soon as the government

| dykes now building in the Chilliwack

district are completed (and which I un-
derstand will ‘cost over $100,000) a sfim-
ulus will be given to farming in that dis-
trict that could not fail to favorably af-
feéct the prospects of any trangportaion.
route throughout the ~ districf. ‘Imme-
diately north of the 7th mile upon the
Fraser river and upon the north side of
it. there are 8,000 acres of reclaimed
lands under cultivation, and Delta’ re-
claimed lands 28,000 acres that extend
for 24 miles along the Fraser river-from

. Ladners, up stream,

North of the 27th to the 37th mile
there are 11,000 acres of reclaimed lands
under cultivation on the south gide of
the rivar, and in the Chilliwack district
there are 20,000 acres of reclaimed
land. It would be quite possible
to reclaim 20,000 acres more in the Su-
mas Lake district, making-a total of 87,-
009 aeres of the most fertile lands in the.
province ‘in ‘a climate that has no disa-
bilities for farming purposes.

It canrhatdly be’doubted but that this
district affords “an opportunity 'for 4.
paying railway line on the grounds of
lom\{‘ traffic alone. 4 :

The reason fo¥ changing fhe “eastern
ferry-landing from Point” Roberts is be-
cause -Point Roberts as the terminus of
a car ferry presents difficulties of a
grave character. When first estimated
as-a terminus for thée De Cosmos scheme
it was taken -as the best then known
&nd was entered in the estimate as an

.item of $260 000.

To make a successful transfer point
for cars it would require at the outer
end a splid double. pier of .about 1,000
-to 1,200 feet in length in order to work
the whole tide and to protect a vessel
from the wind and furnish. her with the
means of holding ‘her steady with side
lines when obliged to lie end on and
maintain a true position in line with a
pair of rails.

The length of the pier required at
Point Roberts would be somewhere
about two miles, hence the size of the
item found in the estimate, Subse-
quently I became aware of ‘the fact that
others had proposed Boundary Bay as
a terminus, and although the distance is
further than to Point Roberts when

There are many
thousands of wise wo-
men in this country
who, when they found
that they were suffer-

ing from weak-

J/ ness or disease of

their distinctly
womanly organ-
isms, promptly
wrote to an emi-
nent and skillful
physician, with a
world-wide repu-
tation, instead of
trusting their
cases to some ob-
scure physician
with but limited
practice and ex-
perience. There
are many reasons why a wise woman fol-
The chances are that an
obscure physician of small practice will
not diagnose troubles of this nature prop-
If he does, he will insist on the
obnoxious examinations and local treat.
nfent from which every sensitive, modest
woman shrinks.

The specialist referredto is Dr. R V.
Pierce, for thi years chief consulting
physician to the Invalids’ Hotel and Surgi-
cal Institute, at Buffalo, N. Y. Thirty years
ago he discovered a wonderful medicine
for diseases peculiar to women, that may be
used effectively in the privacy of the home,
and does away with all necessity for. exam.
inations and local treatment. his.medi-
cine is known as Dr. Pierce’s Favorite Pre-
scription. It acts directly on the delicate
and important prgans concerned in wife-
hood and motherhood. It makes them
strong, healthy and vigorous. - It allays in-
flammation, heals ulceration, soothes pain
and tones and builds up the nerves. Taken
during the period of prospective maternity,
it -banishes the usual discomforts an
makes baby’s cominil easy and almost paiu-
less, It insures the little new-comer’s
health and ap ample supply of nourish-
ment. Over ninety thousand women have
testified to its marvelous mrerits. Medicine
dealers sell it.

It'is.a druggist’s business to
to tell you, what you want.

Any ailing woman may write, to Dr. R. V.
Pierce, Buffalo, N. V., and get free advice.
By inclosing 31 one-cent stamps in her
letter, /o cover cost of customs and mailing .
only, she may secure a paper-covered copy
of the ‘‘ People’s Common Sense Medical
Adviser.”" Cloth bound, se stamps,

33

e/ 4

give you, not

the' tinie that the lesser distance run by
land ig deducted from the greater dis-
tance run by water, the time lost is not
enough to justify the choice 'of a ter-
minus with decidedly inferior natural
and financial advantages.

Boundary Bay offers advantages of
cost saved and convenience that put
Point -Roberts out .of comparison. The
time. saved between Victoria and the
Mainland should be for comparison tak-
en to some common point. Taking this
point: to be at Abbotsford, on the Seat-
tle and Intercolonial, and using the C.P.
R. time from Vancouver to the Mission
Junction and counting only the time oc-
cupied- by actual train running and
stops (not -including the stop in Van-
couver as at present), we have as un-
der:

Victoria to Abbotsford by existing
route:

Hrs. Min.
Time .oecupied % EeSlihivie Soviniendgis 18 10
By the proposed route as follows.:
16 miles to Sidney ..
Stop
35.5 knots by ferry
Stop
Boundary Bay to Mission Junetion. 1

32

10

46

10

10

Hrs. Min.

w5608 10

o8
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= The estimate of cost of the ‘work_is

as found ‘below, subjéct to:revision when
al instrumental survey of the line shall
be made:

Station and yard at Ladners Ldg.$

12 milés of line from Ladners to
junction with main .ine . at
$12.000

52 miles of main line from Bound-
ary Bay to Chilliwack at $15,000

Incline pontoons, water Seryice,
stations, sidings and terminal
accommodation ‘

I'or omissions and contingencies,
engineering, superintendence,
land damages, etC..............

For eqnipment ... . c.eerpoennan.

For .2 ferry boats ..

Cost of completing the Sidney Ry.
into city

BOLAL, oo waiciios ¢ Laduani inans

Tme8aved ..inh...aie. .

TR L P LS PR

10,000

50,000

125,000
50,000
200,000

150,000

'rdtal approximate cost

Addenda furnished after report
prepared. 2 iy 8

The Delta Municipality.

The Delta municipality. contains ap-
proximately 50,0000 acres . of . bottom
lands, dyked’on- alf. exposed sides with
first-class drainage.

It produces as follows:

was

Value
Per T'on.
$7 to $10

25
20

2 to 4 tons of hay-per acre.;
30 to 45 bus. of wheat per acre..
.60 to 100 bus. of oats per acre

4 to 60 bus. of barley per acre.... 20

8 té- 12 tons of potatoes per acre.. 10 |

The area of dyked lands is about 28,-
000 acres and it may be Tfairly consider-i
ed that this area alone will produce, in
crops of various kinds, an average value
of $20 per acre, making a, total of $560,- |
000. To this, however, must be added |
.the sale of beef, hogs, etc., in like pro- |
portion.

: The. Department of Agriculture esti- |
mates that the Delta municipality pro- |
iduces yearly:
s il ; Tons, -
"Oats 5 ol ars . 7,000
Hay: o sjenens
Potatoes
Other
Live stock, fruit and dairy. products. 1,000

Total eeeasees. 19,200

TOf this amount 10,000 toms would

come to Victoria over the projected road.

With the favorable conditions that would
follow railway construction in that mun- I
icipdlity it is safe to estimate that $750,- :
000 worth of farm produce would be |
raised there annually.

Tons,
The municipality of Surrey produce is

esthmated at .........cec0iiivunne il
The municipality of 'Langley produce

is estimated at S hieaten v s semee s 200
The municipality of Matsqui produce

is estimated at ...............No returns

Chilliwack Municipality.

Addenda by the clerk of the munici-
pality of Chilliwack, 1899. Statement
showing the approximate estimate of
the number of tons now annually pro- !
duced in the municipality of Chilliwack. |

The total assessment of the munici-i
pality is 45,000 acres. When the pro- !
tection and reclamation works are com- |
pleted, which are now being constructed, |
the productiors will be at least four
times as much as at the present time, |
‘especially if we are supplied with rail-
road communication to the coast cities,
especially Vietoria, which the farmers
consider the most desirable market.

The proposed protection works for !
Chilliwack are separate from the pro-
posed dyking scheme at Sumas, which |
latter scheme comprises 31,340 acres of
land, 15,000 acres of which is prairie, !
ready for the plough as soon as dyked. |
The land cannot be excelled for agricul-
tural purposes and would yield on an :
average one and one half tons of grain, |
making 22,250 tons at .$20 per ton— |
§450,000. - The estimated cost of the
reelamation scheme is $300,000.

Annual productions of the municipal-
ity of Chilliwack: |
275 tons of fruit at $40 per ton...$ 11,000 ,
G577 tons of hay at $3.50 per ton.. 53,904 ;
4100 tons of grain at $24 per ton... 98,400
150 tons of butter at $400 per ton.. 60,000 |
305 tons of hogs at $90 per ton.... 27,450 |
224 tons of beef at $70 per ton 15,690
3923 tons of vegetables at $10 per

ton
50 tons of hops at $300 per ton . ...

|
i

5,000

|

{

39,230
15,000

15604 tons, total valué ........$322.664
The whole assessed ared of the mun-
icipality of Chilliwack, 45,000 acres,
produces a little over $7 per acre at the !
present time, and will most likely in-
crease to produce annually about one
million dollars’ worth of produce with-
in the next few years.

The actual production in tons as giv-’
en above was given by the clerk of the
muhicipality.

Recapitulation.

IVEIER s s on s
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Taken next the Matsqui di.;,
11,000 acres of dyked lands.
parity of reasoning its product
safely be taken as $220,000 i
and $20,000 more for the sil.
hogs, ete., or $240,000 altogetl,

Annual Production.

The_present annual production .f
whole district, from Ladners to (
wack on the Fraser, may safely i

en as under:

From the Delta municipality. .. g ¢

- From the Matsqui district. .. . ;

From the Chilliwack district. .. .

Total present annual product'n.$1 1~

ir
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Adding now -the probable produe-
tion to be got by the Sumas re.
clamation, we should bave in ad.
dition to the above 31,340 acres,
which shodld prodace about 30
per cent. more than the Chilli-

wack district; the

dyked

area

being nearly one and one half
addition

times as much,
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And the result is an annual value

of, say

e WR2,000.000

The foregoing statement, based on the
actual produecing eapacity of the di
referred to, I consider to be mode

fair

et

and- quite capable of realizati

within a very short period of time after
1 to.
H. P. BELL.

the conclusion of the works refer

(Signed)
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The chairman asked for a motion, a
Ald. Beckwith moved and Mr, J.

art Yates seconded ‘‘that the report be

adopted.”
Displayed on the

walls

Stu-

nouf and Mr. H. P. Bell, C. E., bri
elucidated the main features of the

port, Mr.

U

were maps
- showing the proposed ferry and railros
| rowtes, with the aid of which Mr. Le-

i

Renouf exolaining that the
construction of the railway on the Mai-
land as coutensplated would give con-

nection at yarious points with the C.P.Kk,

Great
roads.

the city, possibly_ to

Northgn snd . Northem
i'[e glso pointed out that it wus
suggested to bring the V. & 8. road iuto
cannect with
i E. & N,, the latter road to be ultimate-
* ly extended, it is hoped, to the northem
| extremity of the islamd, which, Mr. Re-

the

nouf said, would give a rich agricultur

country at one end of the system, (on
the Mainland), a prosperous mining com-
munity at the other, and a large distr-

buting city (Vietoria), in the centre.

Mr. Bone wanted to know who woull
i

operate the road when it was built, an
was infored that the company will.

from Mr. Belyea the remark that

would think, to read the newspapers and
hear some men talk, thlere was nothizg
in the country but salmon., which was

3 mistake.”

After some unimportant discussion the
motion to adopt the report was carri®

unanimously.

Mr. Belyen then wished to move a r-
solution asking the mayor to convene 1

public. meeting, but as

bodied in the report, and Mr. Renouf ex-
plained a petition had been prepared and
was there for signature, Mr.
| motion was unnecessary.
- Mr. Renouf suggested the advisability
of appointing a small committee to ar-

that was

Nit;
Walter Morris pointed out that the pro-
posed ferry route would interfere wit
the salmon traps south of the internation-
al boundary line, an objection which was
not regarded seriously and called forth

Pacific

|

S e

range for speakers at the proposed pub

pointed could attend to that.

Mr. Noah Shakespeare

though't

! mqm!i.ng. and the chairman expressed t
{ opinion. that the commiitee already 1

zems generally, so that a free and f

discussion could take place. They weren't

afraid of the scheme, were they

and eorner meeting.

The chairman explained to Mr. Shak: -
| peare that the desire was only to select
speakers capable of placing the details

of the scheme before the meeting, leav

be a good plan to have some express
of opinion right now, and was twitt
by Mr. Belyea, who said it might be
very well for the aldermen to want
get an expression of opinion to enat
them {o shape their course accordine
but no one there could express an opit
ion after merely hearing the volumin

raport read.

Mr: George Powell asked if an:

knew theattitude of the Mainland m

cipalities,
the scheme?

Are they ready to tak:

Mr. Renouf said he had talked

two gentlemen

closely connected

W

Chilliwack municipality. and they hal

,f:n‘rdod the scheme favorably. !
i said first that they would give the risl

of way, and when informed that
would be asked for more than that. tli::
said it would be better for Victoria °
show what it would do. and then lag
matter before the municipalities.

Renouf added that the great trouble
ways is that Viectoria is forever wa
for someome els€ to do something.

thing for herself.

They |

' mever showing any willingnass to do :

; ing it then open for general discussion
Ald. ‘Beckwith sugested that it woul!

A motion to_adjourn was then put a

carried, and those présent were
. to sign the requisition to his wors!

for a public ing.

i

invit

Belyeu's

! meeting should be left open to the -

i they were, then all right, make it a hole

1
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mission)—At a meétin
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Neathling presented
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ol for as a matter (
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of being misunderst
portance.
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This meessage, wh
53 members of paria
followimg reply from

“] wish you and o
would notice, as you
ready seen by the ref
government, that we
vour desire, considend
accepted the invitatiog
mission. Why the acq
ed is shown by the d
1 wish to thamk you
once more from my H
ner in which you aide
pacific and satisfacto
I express the hope th
ours will not be frui

The meeting also ad
to the effect that it hai
faction that the execd
vaal bhad accepted th
joint enquiry, and trus
would render an-outh
practically impossible.

Joubert's

Pretoria, Sept. 21.
the Boer commander-i
as saying in an intervii

“The situation
the heaviest fighting
Natal border .as the
to attempt to invade
the way of Van Reina

Urgent messages af
raad from members w
authority for Boers to
points.
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Bombay, Sept. 21.
Hunter and staff, wif
Regiment and a squa
teenth Hussars, have
Cape,
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ner’s despatch to Pre
forming him that thd
Transvaal governmen
0f a friendly settlemey
hope be disappointed
Orange Free State t
Leutrality and to prev
Vention by any of i
dated September 19th,

“I am prepared to
Sirance, that in such
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SPected under all cond
. "Se far as Her Ma
S aware there is abso
Justify any disturband
Telations between Gr
Orange Free State. E
frnment is animated b,
Iy sentiments towards
State, and there is nd
the suggestions that B
frument desires to img
€uce of that Republic.

Under the same datd
teplies as follows:
“The government of
State shares Her 1
Went’s hopefulness of
Ment, and does not e
force is the onty solut]

“Looking to the stat
of the South Africa O
the government regret
troops, but will do a
“Xcitement. 1If the co
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S a menace to the O
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ind should unwished
irise therefrom, the
Dot rest with my go
Submit your excellency
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T also says his gd
“;‘W With deep regret
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;‘“ ays existed betwee
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