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WEATHER CONDI T-

IONS PERMIT MOTOR-

ING ALL THE YEAR

The peculiar advantages possessed by
the copy of Victoria and the Island of
Vancouver, both with régard to its
equable climate, the character of its
roads and the mnature of its citizens,
have conspried to make the growth of
auteing in this community inevitable.

Twoe years ago this month, thers were
not twenty cars in this city. To-day
therc are nearly a hundred, whils Ge-
fore spring has pa#sed into summer it
is likely’ that this number will be swoll-
ed by another score. Those moreover
are owned by the permanent residents

“of the city and bear no reference to the

hundreds of cars which annually the
visitors from the ma‘nland and the e~
put lic to the scuth bringg 'to the islani
thdt they may enjoy the happy con-
junction there exhibited, of unsurpass®
ed scenery, ideal temperatures and ad-
mirable roads.

ks English tone, the fact that here
oritaing from every corner of the-earth
with a large proportion of those who
hailed originally from the home.land,
has induced among that portion of the
community a fondness for British cars,
while the new arrival from the east,
the ecitizens of the United States who
tarries in the Sentinel City, have stuck
to the' cars manufactured in Canada
and the neighboring republic. Hence
the character of the cars is as cosmo-
politan as that of the people.

o

PEOPLE “‘WHO OWN
AUTOMOBILES

The following 4s a list of owners of
cars as compiled from the records of
the provincial police department where
they are registered:

Name. Make of Car.
Jas. Dunsmuir—F. I. A. T. ..
J. Barnsley—Clement ..
Col. G. CoHins—Rambler ..
Capt. Troup—White Steamer
Ford avs
A: E. Todd—Rover
W. C. Todd—Rover
A.J. Garesche—Whi
Cadillac
E. P, Cojley—
J. W. Fisher—Humber ....
J. A. Hall-Humber ....
J. Hunter—Winton
E. Langworthy—
J. ™. Wood—Oldsmobile ...
J. A. Sayward—Humber ..
Hutchison Bros.—Hutchisen
John Arbuthnot—Oldsmobile
R. T. Butchart—Thomas
C. H. F. Carter, William Head
Oldsmaobile .
D. W. Goodacre—Winton
B. C. McQuade—Oldsmobile
Dr. Stainier—Rover .
A.#. C. Galletly—Rover
D. R. Ker—Rambler ..
L. Pither—Rover
Dr E. C. Hart——Rover
“T 290ldsimobile |
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G. Wilnams~
Wm. Grant—Rover

H. P. Simpson—Ford

E. E. Greenshaw—Ford ..
O W2 Blackstock—C’ldlllac 3
J.'L. Skeene—Cadillac

C. H. Gibson—Cadillac

Dr. H. R. Nelson—

T. O. McKay—Ford
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B. B. Clapham—
F. M. Rattenbury—Wolseley

R. Hall—Franklin

J. B. Simpson—Oldsmobile

CERY

LY
The beginning of this ‘condition of af-
fairs dates back to the days when this
was a crown colony and the building of
the new roads and the keeping of the
established ones in repair as a matter
which came under the direct charge of
the Royal Engineers located in , the
colony. The work was-begun well by
these men ®nd to the credit of the pro<

has been continued. The result” has
been that the roads surrounding the
cfty of Victoria have been admired by
all who have had occasion to travel
them,

In every direction out of the city
there are roads which lead to pleasant
spots. . The bays within a short dis—
tance of Victoria. are all points to be
sought by those who want a rest. There
is also an ever-increasing area about
the city which is being occupied by
fruit growers and small farmers, and
which has its charm for many. The
Saanich peninsula with splendid roads
in all directions is fast becoming a
vast garden, and ’in the course of “a
few years will be one of 'the prettiest
districts on the coast. At the present
time in spite of the fact that there are
comparatively large areas which have
not been thrown open to settlement, the
peninsula is a beauty spot with its rich
farms and park lands.

It is therefore a matter of small ywon-
der that this city should become famed
as a centre for autoing: There will al-
ways be a strong inducement for resi-
dents of the city to indulge in this asa
pastime, and the indications are that
Victoria will steadily increase in favor
as a place for visitors who wish to en-
joy this pleasure to the fullest degree.

But the conditions_described are not
confined. to the immediate vicinity of
Victoria. It applies  likewise to the
m&in roads of the whole of Vancouver
Island. There i§ thus a long stretch of
road extending from Victoria to Nanai-
mo, a distance of about 72 mies, and
thence on to Alberni, another 56 miles,
all tried ‘and proved to be second to
nong in the world for enjoyable autoing.

Not only are the roads within the dis-
trict described of the very best, but the
scenic beauties along the route are the
finest. From+*Victpria to Nanaimo the
way.is an ever-changing one, fyom rug-
ged mountain scenery to pastoral coun-
try. Some of the best farming districts
in the province  are.passed through
along the route, and for a great pert
of the way,the waters of the Gulf  of
eGorgia are in full view.

Leaving Nanaimo the conditions on
the run to Albéerni are somewhat sim-

Island.. Until-Parksville. is reached the
waters of the Gulf are almost always in
view. The route: is a delightful one,
ricH’ farmlng lafids intersperced with
wooded areas. -After .Parksville is
‘passed "the - road leaves the ' sea
coast and proceeds inland along a
charming route. until’ the shores of
ameron lake are reached, The runmn
along- the edge of the lake is unsurpass-
ed anywhere for its beauty, with jhe
snow caps of the_ Beaufort Range in
view but a short gjstance from the
road. At the farther end of the lake
one of the best pieces of primeval for-
est existing on the Island is paséed

vince the duty so well started by them™ the Island. There 1is

ilar to those in the southern part of the!

lightful and ever-changing ‘scenery is
thus afforded the lover of the auto in
the trip from Victoria to Alberni or
double that if the return trip is includ-
ed. Along the way are road houses
and hotels, where every accommoda-
tion may be had and rests taken.

But this does not in the least exhaust
the facilities for a pleasant outing on
the delightful

other day, prefacing his remarks, how-
Iever by expressing the hope that the
| projected road from Goldstream tq Mill
Bay would socon be an gccomplished
fact, as it would open: up for the auto
travel the beautiful country bordering
the Saanich Arm and also cut off the
] less interesting and infinitely more ex-
laqperatmg run over the Sooke moun-
itam grade. “‘And the latter,” said Mr.

route to that from Victoria on account
of the bad road and heavy gradez at
Sooke. That is one reason why the
construction of the proposed road di-
rect from Goldstream to Mill Bay
should bé favored by everyone who is
fond of driving or motoring. It would
open up what, is probably the most de-
lightful section of country, that skirt-
ing Saanich Arm, and would glve ad-
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PLIMLEY & CO.’s NEW GARAGE.
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route fromi Parksville to Comox
through fine forests and pas: the splen-
did fishing streams at Little Qualicum
and Big Qualicum. This road is a long-
er one than that which leads to Alberni,
but “in ‘the summer time is one well
worth taking by those. who enjoy " the
pleasures of miles of Torest.

The road over t_hxs route is not.sequal
to thaton thexwawp to Alberni, but-at

shape for autos. .3
~ In addition to the main read® there
are also the many side runs.open to
the tourist who wishes to see the coun-
try and enjoy the scenery along the
routes. covered.

Possibly the finest automobile run in
the province is_that from Victoria to
“Alberni, a distance of something over
160 miles, over a variety of roads and
through a’ éountry richly endowed by

MOTOR CAR DEFEATS ICﬁ YACHT.

Dr. Verrinder—Cadillac ...
F. Elford—Ford ...

toria Garage, 4 cars, 1 motor ta!]v»
Thos. Plimley & Co. (garage), 8 cars.
J. M. Woods, 2 cars.
The fact that
autoists the

the sport is open to
whole year round is as
sreat an attraction as the enticing con-
dition that the roads are of the best
character for pursuing the pastime.

It bas always been a subject of com-
ment by those who have visited the city
and its environs that the aroads im all
directions are of the very best quality.

through. This timbered area has never
been touched and for several m'le; the
road passes among the giant trees
which have made the Island of Vancou-
ver famed the world over.

The climb of the mountain is a grad-
ual one and easily accomplished, while
on the opposite side of the deep ravine
rise the snow-capped mountains® A
picturesque descent on the other side of
the height brings the touring party in-
to the beautiful vallety of Alberni with
its rich agricultural lands.

A tour of over 125 miles through de-

with eye-pleasing combina-
tions of scenery that almost exhaust
the adjectives usually employed to de-
describe them. In an ordinary touring
car of reasonable strength and stabil-
ity the run can be made in ten hours,
exclusive of stops and, barring two or
three gragdes and a few miles of bad
road, the trip i8 easy on both the auto
and its'occupants.

Dr. R. F. Verrinder,
trip last- summer in his car; gave a

nature

who made the

brief but interesting account of the
road travelled to a Times reporter the

certain seasons of the year is in" fair’

£ -

Verrinder, “is the only really bad part
of the present road to Alberni”

‘“The road from here to Goldstream
is too well known to require- deserip-
tiony”” he said, “but aften leaving the
Goldstream hotel and crossing the rail-
road track, a stiff ¢limb up the heavy
grade through the Sooke:mountains is
commenced.. The roadiis :good but the
grade, nearly five milesin length, is
one that will ‘try the patience of any
auto enthusiast, "When the run down
the other side is made thé Sooke lake
road is travelled and here more diffi-
culties are encowltered. ‘When I was
over this road last year it was in very
poor conditien, narfow, ovér-grown, in
places, by fernsg and obstructed@ by
limbs of fallen trees. It has since been
cleaned up a little but there is still
room for  considérable §mprovement
and, as it ig, it eannot befconsidered a
very pleasant stretch of road to mnego-
tiate in a car. Happily it only lasts
for ten miles and at Shawnigan lake
the roads become very good for anto
travel. At the lake there.are two good
hotels but no garage, and cars when
they are taken there for a day or two,
arc usually stored over-night in some
spare shed or under temporary cover-
ing. The country in the proximity of
the lake is most attractive and fishipg,
shooting and tourlng. are available for
visitors. After leaving the hotels there
is a run 6f nearly twenty miles to Dun-
cans over a splerndid road and throagh
delightful country: From Duacans

to’ Cowichan lake being especially in-
teresting, although the road iz sery
poor.. Ledving Duncans, good , roads
prevail right through to Nanaimo,
where gasoline is obtainable and :zny
repairs of a slight order may be ef-
fected.

“The trip from Duncans thriugh
Somenos and Ladysmith ‘to Nanaimo
constitutes one of the best runs on the
whele roude, and is well patronized hy
the owners of touring cars. From Na-
naimo the Comox road is taken through
Wellington and following the shore cof
Nanoose Bay. At Parksville the Co-
mox road-joins the Alberni stage road,
and turning off on ‘the latter a magnifi-
cant rén is made, through thickly tim-
bered country, to Cameron lake. This
section of the country is most enchant-
ing, the road running between the tall
trees with no underbrush to hamper
progress. It is almost the same as pro-
gressing through a hig natural park.
The road is solid and smooth, but some
#of the small bridges encountered on
the way are Ilable to give the car and
its oceupants jogzing. These. bridges
are constructed of split logs and could
be made much easter by gravelling. In
fact, a few of them have been covered
with a layer of gravel and it ig an easy
matter to negotiate them. Crossing
the Little Qualicum river, the outlet to
Cameron lake, the latter body of water
is reached, and here one enterg a veri-
table sportsman’s paradise,

“After the lake is passed the road
leads up to the Alberni mountain and
here a difficuit, but not by any means
impgssible, grade is encountered. In
stéepness thig grade compares with
that over the Sooke mountains, but it is
not nearly so long.

“Going down to Alberni the view
is splendid and the climber is more
than regvarded for it. Right into Al-
berni the good road continues, and the
trip, which can be made between'day-
light and dark, is wound up in the
pretty town. From Alberni innumer-
able. side-trips can bBe made, notably
those to Beaver creek and  Cherry
creek. All through this country there
is splendid shoeting and fighing in sea-
son, and the country is a great attrac-
tion to tourlsts from Seattle and other
citiés on the Sound and in Washing-
ton. These tourists bring ‘their cars
over to Nanaimo by steamér and make
the run from that town, preferring this

there are numerous side-trips, ths one !

ditional impetus to motoring on the
”»

&s. Plimley, who so recently ‘re-
turned from the Old Country, reports
the automobile businéss booming. Fac-
tories are working to their full capa-
city. Three years ago this was not the
case. Theén the English firms were but
starting. With characteristic British
slowness, . they. waited till-they- were
sure the automobile had come to stay.
The French, on the other hand, with
true Gaelic- impulsiveness, umped in at
the start. Uniting as they did with
this their artistic faculty, they produc-
ed a car which became famous
throughout the world. The graceful
curves of the celebrated limousine body
made their cars the desire of everyone.
Englishmen purchased largely. Eng-
lish firms awoke one morning to find
that they were losing a valuable trade.
They at once set to workjto recapfure
that which they had lost. The. pro-
duct of their determined effort is the
now celebrated’ Daimler and Napier,
Humber, Rover, Clement-Talbet, not
to mention others. These combine the
gracefulness of the French model with
that carefulness of construction which
is peculiarly English. The result is

dred cars per week. Their new factory
and testing grounds will occupy fifty
acres.

‘While the auto businegs is thus ex-
panding, other branches of manufac-
ture are experiencing a like period of
prosperity. This is especially true of
the iron and steel business.

“Sixteen years ago,” said Mr. Plim-
ley, ‘“when, I left the old country the
Patent Shaft and Axle Tree Company,
of Wednesbury, was practically out of
business. Imagine then my surprise on
my returty to find them employing 5,000
men. This is but a sample.” In the
south things are not quite so brisk.

When questioned as to the reason for
the present activity in the automobile
line, Mr. Plimley gave it ag his opinion
that it'was a part of the general pros-
perity. He stated that within the next
two years he expected fo see at least
five hundred cars ‘in Victoria,

“We have now on the road about
twenty-seven oars,” said Mr. Plimley
“Four of these are to rent. The rest
are practically all sold. Seven cars
have been alrea.dy landed. Three of

these are now on the wharf andf the.

rest will be landed on Monday.” »

Mr. Plimley was particularly fortu-
nate in securing the agency for the
Daimler, Napler, Russel and Clement
Talbots, In addition to that of the
Rovers and the Humbers. His firm now
have on the road ten Humbers, twenty-
one Rovers and two Clement-Talbots.
They have also a twenty herse power
Russgl, wHich will be rented.

Among others the following have pur-
chased or are about to purchase: A.
W. Willlams, barrister of Vancouver,
and Mr. Burnham of Nanaimo. From
Victoria the purchasers are D. Ker of
the B. K. Milling Co.; Jos. Sayward, of
the Sayward Lumber Co.; Steve Jones,
of the Dominion Hotel; Ex-Mayor
Barnard, A. Robertson, Dr. Nelson, D.
Hammond, Mr. Bullen, of Bullen & Co.,
and A. E. Todd, W. Todd and E. Todd.

The following table affords a com-
parison of Victoria's average rain and
snow fall with that of other Canadian
citiés for a 20-year period:

¥ Rain. Snow.
WIOLOMIR oot er noasse ceseveeee 30.2 176

‘Winnipeg .. 162 49.4
Montreal . ata .. 301 1284
Syaney, N BT et encrie 26 83.6

From the above it will be seen that
the average rainfall of ¥ietoria is sim-
iliar to that of Montreal, Winnipeg's
being less and Sydney’s greater, and
that the snowfall of Vietoria is one-
seventh of that of Montreal, éne-fifth
of that of Sydney, and one-third of that
of Winnipeg.

. The following table gives the abso-
lute rain and snowfall in inches dur-
ing 1905 in:

Victoria ..
Winnipeg ..
Montreal

Sydney ...
Boston

New York ..
Washington, D C
Norfolk, Va.’

With the exceptfon of Wmnlpeg the
rainfall in Victoria is less than that in
any other city mentioned, and Viec-
toria’s srnowfall is the least of all

Td go still further into detail the fol-
lowing table gives the rain and snow-
fall in Victoria for each month of 1905,
and up to December 19th, 1906:

—1905-— ——1906——

Month. Rain. Snow. Rain. Snow.
January 2.89 4.50 221 2.9
February e e 1.66
Maroh-' oo Vo.a <2 67

: .46

around Victoria, the jagged spurs of

the coast ranges, beside which the
mountains -of - SBwitzerland seemed
dwarfed, may be seen in all their glory.

Cool mountalin streams, ice cold,
through all the year brawl their noisy
way down mountdain sides scarcely as
yet touched by the hands of man, to
lose themselves ere they find thefr
bourne in the waters of the Pacific, in
forests of oak, of pine and of fir,

Here in addition to the hundreds of
varietieg of native wild flowers may be
geen the broom in all its glory, clothe
ing ‘the hills, the peaks and roadsides
with a glorious blaze of saffron, of yel-
low and gold. A few sprays brought
by a native of Scotland have spread ou$
and covered the land.

For the sportsman Victoria is & ver<
itable paradige. Sea fishing can be in<
dulged in at all seasong of the year,
Salmon, bass and cod in many varieties
are abundant in nearby waters. Dur-
ing the open months trout can be

Ncaught by those wao wish to twirl the

fly or spend a few hours trolling. Oys-
ter and Cowichan rivers, Shawnigan
lake and many other streams and lakes
all over the Island are open for this
sport, and choice can be secured be-
tween the Dolly Varden, that some~
times reaches twenty pounds, to the
speckled beauty of a few ounces. There
is a little dispute on as to whether the
steelhead is a trout or salmon, but it
is found in waters near Victoria in the
greatest profusion. "It has no equal in
fresh water for gameness, and a stiff
struggle with a fifteen pound steelhead
will ‘be held in pleasant memory by
every follower of the gentle art.

Game birds are abundant within &
few miles of Victoria. Two varieties of
grouse are certainly native, the sooty
and Oregon ruffed. Then there iz the
rock ptarmigan. It must be sought
above the snow line, but its great
beauty well repays the endeavor.
Partridges, although not natives, are
yet very common. - There are both
mountain and California kinds, intro-
duced from the state mentioned. They
have become thoroughly “acclimatized
and now abound. Pheasants,* brought
from China some sixteen years ago, are
now naturalized all over Vancouver Isl-
and, and the season fgr shooting ig
every year designated by proclamation.
Of ducks, geese and swans thgre 3‘;
many ' varieties. The mallard,
sqtaw, green-winged teal, butﬁr-.baﬂ
and black brant are ve common,
while occasionally whistler, har!equin.
black scoter, white-winged scoter and
other kinds gre shot. Reeently caper-
cailzie and black game have been !n-
troduced from Copenhagen.

The wapiti, or American elk, is now,
practically confined to W er
Island. At one time it was diptributed
over the southern portion of the main-
land, but it is now extinct there. It 1s§
still tolerably abundant through the in-!
terior.of the Island on the West Cogst,
in Comox district and to the northward-]
Only two other bands are known to ex
ist in the province, in East Kootenay,'
and for the time being they are pro-<
tected against hunters. Deer are com-
mon, in faet too much so. Within a
very few miles from Victoria they aref
considered almost a pest and, in the
more remote districts, particularly
along the West Coast, are found in pro-
fusion. 2

Little wonder that scenes like these
have attracted the leisure class, so that
now the wealth of Victoria is greater
per capita than that of any other city'
in Canada. Apart from the vast sums
invested commercially and industrially,

AUTOMOBILE RUN.ON ZHRISTMAS

|
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that these are rapidly supplanting the
French cars.

“Go  into any -auction rooms = you
like,” sald Mr. Plimley, “and you will
see many French carsg.for sale. On the
other hand, although 1 tried on several
occasions, I could not'get a second hand
car of the above makes.” e

While in:the Old Countty Mr. Plim-
ley visited every factory of any im-
portance. - All 'were . exfgnding their
factories. - But_ even: this “wHl not- en~
able thém to keep:pace with the busi-
ness: As an example of the rapid ex-
pansion - whieh ;is- taking: place, 2
Plimley mentioned the Humber factor-
ies, They are doubling the eapacity of
their plant. It- has alreafly been in-
crea};ed in capacity so that where three
years ago they manufaectured twenty
to thirty c§‘a per yhar, they now turd

.

out .one ‘h d twenty te ohe
hundred an ﬁfty rs per Wegk, - Next

year:they will be. ﬂA position to turn
outfabout two hyhlred to tb;’se hun-

September .. ..
October ... ..\,
November .. ..
December .. ..

see

2 OB O S
BEHBRESRR

30

Totals ..... 251 450 2.48  3.20

‘When the Princess. Louise, wife of
the Duke of Argyle, then the Marquis
of Lorne, Governor-General of Canada,
visited Vietoria and Dbeheld  the view
from Government House out over the
Straits of the Gulf of Georgia to where
Mount Baker, -its head-crowned with
the eternal snows, gilded By the rays
of ‘the warm Canadian sunlight, stands
lord of the range around it, she de-
scribed it as “half" way between Bal-
meoral and Heaven.” And this is but
the ﬁrs} of the long vista of magnifi-
cent views that confront the aut'oht in
the runs around Victoria.

For Iram the roads Immediately

——

there is actually on deposit in the
chartered and savings banks of thig

eity of less than 30,000 inhabitants,

over ,$18,000,000—=about  $500 for every

man, woman and child residing hére:
.

CARLOADS OF CARS ;
' ARE ON THE WAY

J. D. Wood, of the Victeoria Garage
Co., has recently returned from a trip
to Chicago and New York. He reports
that in the eastern states, with the ex-
ception of the Packard and Pierce Great
Arrow cars, the high grade machines
dre mostly of foreign manufacture.
The garages are modern and p-to-
date In every particular, and in the .
largest garages private cars are kept
in geparaté stalls under loek and key.
In Chiczgo and New York, many
cases thefe is a separate speadway tor'
au;omobues alc;ne, upon Wm@m athq,




