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his own safety is endangered and he is sheltered by impunity
—and little mercy is to be expected from him who feels the
sthig of the reptUe, and is conscious of the power to destroy.

«It has been the lot of the unfortunate aborigines of this

country, to be doubly wronged by the white men—first, driven
from their native soil by the sword of tlie invader, anj then
darkly slandered by the pen of the historian. The former has
treated them like beasts of the forest,- the latter has written

vol.mics to justify lum in his outrages. The former found it

easier to exterminate than t» civilize; the latter to abuse
than *o discriminate. The hideous appellations of savage and
pagan, were sufficient to sanction the deadly hostilities of both ;

and the poor wanderers of the forest were perseeuted and
dishonored, not because they were guiltj-, but because they
were ignorant.

"The same prejudices seem to exist, in common circula-

tion, at the present day. We form our opinions of the Indian
charactoi- fiom the miserable hordes that infest our frontiers.

These, however, are degenerate beings, enfeebled by the vices

of society, without being benefited by its arts of living. The
independence oi thought and action, that formed the main pil-

lar of their character, has been completely prostrated, and the
whole moral fabric lies in ruins. Their spirits are debased
by conscious inferiority, and their native courage completely
daunted by the superior knowledge and power of their en-
lightened neighbours. Society has advanced upon them liks

a many-lieaded monster, breathing every variety of misery.
Before it, went forth pestilence, famine and the sword ; and in
its tiain came tlie slow, but exterminating curse of trade.

What the former did not sweep away, the latter has gradually


